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PREFATORY NOTE 

The object of these prose translations is to enable those 
who know some Greek to read the Greek of ^schylus 
correctly. They have never dreamed of pretending to any 
value in artistic form. No prose, however well it might be 
used, could ever represent such vierse aesthetically; only 
verse can do that ; and so long as verse affords the means 
of doing it, to seek the same end with a less effective instru- 
ment I have always looked upon as a mistaken aim. Prose 
has a proper function of its own, a separate and different 
one — to show how the Greek is to be construed. It is 
superior for that purpose, and should be content, I think, 
if it can achieve it without more offence than necessary. 
The true spirit and effect are only in the power of verse 
to give; but verse itself is not in a position to convey 
them until first it understands the meaning of the poet's 
words ; and it is in that preliminary business of explaining 
that a prose version has its legitimate and useful province. 
Whether the text has been restored correctly, and the sense 
of it correctly rendered, — those are the two points on which 
a prose translation of a poem should be judged. 

The numbering of lines adopted in this translation is that 
of Wecklein (1885), who counts them as they appear in the 
Medicean MS. (known as M). Wecklein's is the best text 
for a scholar, but Weil's (Teubner) is good for ordinary 
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purposes. I have been careful to give the readings that 
differ from those of Wecklein and Weil. Many of these 
readings have been found since their editions, which 
represent the light of twenty years ago, were published ; 
and I hope it will be thought that the last twenty years 
have done much both for the text and the interpreta- 
tion of .iEschylus. Whenever they are likely to be un- 
familiar, the readings adopted are given in the margin; 
and references to the Classical Review, which scholars 
can easily consult, have often enabled me to dispense 
with arguments in favour of them : but in a book of 
this kind it was not convenient, and did not seem 
necessary, always to record the names of their discoverers. 
Wecklein's Appendices give a complete record up to 
1893 ; and in the case of anything more recent, the 
author's name, when i't is not my own, is mentioned. 

It may be of service to students to add that the diction 
of The Persians is different from that of the other plays of 
.(Eschylus. The characters are Persians, the scene is laid 
in their chief city, and the whole play reflects the manners 
and ideas of the East. To suit the local colour, the language 
has an appropriate cast. .(Eschylus makes his Persians 
speak in an archaic-sounding Ionic style, the Greek of Asia. 
This effect is obtained partly by metre, e.g. the use of long 
trochaics ; partly by forms of words and pronunciation (as 
ve^s eol)v vea (ftpovei, Kudveov, euTreTeos, vem) ; partly also by 
forms of phrase. A similar effect was sought long afterwards 
by Timotheus, as we can now observe in his recently dis- 
covered dithyramb, the IXejoo-at. There, describing the 
battle of Salamis, he puts broken Asiatic Greek into the 
mouth of a Persian. 

WALTER HEADLAM. 

King's College, Cambridge. 
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*^* In this volume the following plays : Agamemnon, 
Choephoroe, Eumenides, Prometheus Bound, and %he Sup- 
pliants, were translated by Dr Walter Headiam, and have 
been already published separately. The versions of The 
Persians and The Sevellfkgainst Thebes are not from his 
hand, but the translator has been aided in the interpretation 
of various passag es ^y notes which he left. The text used 
is that of ^^dttf^Ss). In a certain number of places 
other read^gs llave been adopted, either due to Walter 
Headiam or knovrd to have been approved by him. These, 
with tl^£exc^ti|MF some differences in punctuation, will 
be founo^H^^Bp 'he margin. In one or two lines of 
The Seven againsiThebes where the text is corrupt, but not 
yet satisfactorily emended, a provisional reading, noted as 
such in the margin, has been adopted for the purpose of this 
translation. 

C. E. S. H. 
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INTRODUCTION 

^SCHYLUS, son of Euphorion, was the eldest of the 
three great dramatists of Greece, ^schylus, Sophocles, 
Euripides. By them the drama was developed from 
its early beginnings to the delicate, perhaps over- 
elaborated, art and semi-modern touch displayed in 
Euripides. He was born in B.C. '^ 2'^ at Eleusis in 
Attica, and died at Gela in Sicily in the year B.C. 456. 
The recorded facts of his life are few, and even for these 
the authority is often doubtful. For example, the 
reason for his going to Sicily — which he had probably 
visited earlier in his life at the invitation of Hiero, 
Tyrant of Syracuse — is variously narrated. In the 
annual contests between the tragic poets, which at 
Athens were recognised and regulated by the State, 
his first success was obtained in B.C. 485. In 472 he 
won the prize with the trilogy of which Tke Persians 
was one, and again in 477 with The Seven against o 
Thebes. 

In the history of the Grecian drama, a striking 
contribution on what may be termed the mechanical 
side was made by ^schylus, and proved of far- 
reaching importance. Whereas in tragedy hitherto 
there had been only one actor and the chorus, he, by ^ 
introducing a second actor, immensely extended the 
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scope and opportunity for presenting dramatic situa- 
tions to an audience. Seven plays remain to us as 
monuments of his genius. In these there is observ- 
able a growth and progress in dramatic power, to 
which two principal causes may be noted as con- 
tributory. Just as in England the Reformation, on 
the one hand, gave a stimulus to character and 
intellect, whilst on the other hand the discovery of 
the New World kindled the imagination by tales of 
voyages, or of lands favoured by Nature and rich in 
ancient wealth ; to which causes the great outburst 
of literature in the era of Elizabeth was largely due ; 
so the heroic struggle of Greece against the aggressive 
power of Persia must have deeply influenced the 
imagination of the rising poet. The battle of 
Marathon, in which ^schylus fought, and the defeat 
of the Persian fleet, are reflected in the vivid descrip- 
tion in The Persians of the sea-fight at Salamis ; and 
were likely to produce that drama, separated only by a 
few years from The Persians, The Seven against Thebes, 
which represents a combat to the death of heroes,^ 
and is justly characterised by Aristophanes as Spafia 
"Apews fxecTTov, " a play crammed with the pomp of 
war." The hardships, again, of the soldier on active 
service are described in the Agamemnon with a direct- 
ness which comes from experience of the realities of 
a campaign. 

^ The Seven against Thebes is more --^ pageant of war than a play, 
and it seems probable that it was written before The Persians. The 
contrast of character given in the latter play by the introduction of 
Dareios, and the fine imaginative stroke by which the play is made to 
open from the Persian point of view, are already indications of the 
dramatic power which culminated in the great trilogy of the Agamemnon. 
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The second principal stimulus was, in the case of 
yEschylus, the contact of a mind naturally of a 
religious bent with the ideas and doctrines of the 
East. The Ionian cities in Asia Minor were channels 
for the communication of such ideas, and there was 
in addition, at Eleusis, the birthplace of ^schylus, 
a ceremonial worship of Demeter and Persephone, 
embodied in the famous Eleusinian Mysteries. With 
this cult of the Mother and Daughter, which had 
been one of the great recipients in Greece of new 
sacred rites borrowed from Egypt '^ and connected 
with the worship of I sis, the family of ^schylus were, 
according to tradition, ofificially associated. The 
acquaintance shown by Jischylus in The Persians with 
the distinctively Persian doctrines and philosophic 
view of Nature, as opposed to ideas elsewhere pre- 
vailing in the East, would of itself indicate a far more 
than superficial study of Oriental modes of thought. 

From these considerations we may realise to some 
extent the mental equipment with which ^schylus 
came prepared to deal as a dramatist with the 
great problems which, under many diverse shapes, 
interest mankind. In the Prometheus Bound the 
conflict between the Titanic benefactor of mankind 
and offended Heaven is shown omy'at one stage. 
The dramatic grandeur of the scenes in which 
Prometheus is depicted unyielding, defiant, and heroic 
in his torment have always excited admiration ; but 
the lines on which the final reconciliation was accom- 
plished can only be conjectured, since the remaining 

^ See Grote, History of Greece, chap. i. p. 41 ; Dictionary of Anti- 
quities, s.v. Eleusinia. 
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plays of the trilogy, though their titles have come 
down to us, are lost. In his greatest achievement, the 
Oresteian trilogy, with which he gained the prize in , 
B.C. 458, the traditional story of Agamemnon, as 
it presented itself to the mind of .^Eschylus, invited 
the solution of two difiSculties. In the first place, it 
was necessary to account for the fact that Agamemnon, 
the heroic leader, — distinguished by birth, wealth, and 
success in arms, — ended his career overwhelmed by 
apparently undeserved misfortune. Secondly, in more 
general terms, as arising out of the particular cases' of 
the fall of Troy, the death of Agamemnon, and the 
action of Orestes, it was necessary to justify the deal- 
ings of Heaven with mankind. The transition from 
the Old Order to the New, which was exemplified in the 
Prometheus trilogy by the passing of the supremacy 
from Kronos (sovereign of the elder gods) to Zeus ; 
and the mysterious limitation imposed by Destiny ; ^ 
appear again in the Eumenides? In t^iat play the 
conflicting claims of the Furies CE/oti/i/ey), who belong 
to the old Elemental Powers,^ and of Apollo are 
referred to the arbitrament of Pallas. Nor does 
iEschylus shrink from dissociating himself from 
traditional and current beliefs where the popular 
view, in his opinion, mistakes the attitude of the 
gods, or wrongly interprets it. " Alone am I in my 

1 Prometheus Bounc^<)%i ://5 

XO. rfi obii 'AvdyKtis 4(rT\v ola,KoiTrp6<t>os. 

np. Moipai Tpl/iopipoi /iv^/iovfs t' ''Epivies. 

XO. Toirav &pa Zetij lo'Tii' i,a9iveffTepos ', 

np. otKOw tai 4K<l>iyoi ye rijy Teirpufidvriy. 
^ Eum. 162 rotavTa Spuffiv oi ve^Ttpot dsol. 
' Sum. 173 iraKaiyevets Moipas. 
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Opinion, at variance with other tnen,"^ he says, in 
dissenting from the commonly accepted theory on the 
subject of prosperity. 

It remains to be added that an interesting question 
as to the relation of ^Eschylus to the politics of his 
time is raised by the Eumenides. It was produced at 
a time when party feeling ran high at Athens.^ The 
senate of Areopagus had about this date been 
radically reformed* by the democratic party under 
Ephialtes and Pericles. It had been the custom of the 
Areopagus to exercise a censorial power both over the 
Assembly and over the lives of the citizens. This 
discretionary supervising authority was taken away, 
and it remained only as a court for trying cases of 
homicide. The conservative, or oligarchic, party had 
also met with a reverse in their foreign policy. The 
democratic party had succeeded in breaking off the 
alliance of Athens with Sparta, and substituting an 
alliance with Argos, the enemy of Sparta. Now, in the 
Eumenides JE.sc\\.y\\\s represents the case of Orestes, who 
for killing Clytemnestra was persecuted by the Furies 
but protected by Apollo, as being referred to Pallas. 
She institutes the court of Areopagus to decide the 
question, and Orestes is acquitted. It has been argued, 
therefore, that the intention of the Eumenides was to 
exalt the Areopagus by assigning to it a divine origin, 
with the political object of defending it against the 
proposed radical reforms. It is more probable,* how- 

^ Agamemnon 756. 
^ Eum. 863 sqq. ("Apij ifi^iMov). 
^ Aristotle, Politics, ii. 9. 

^ See Grote, History of Greece, chap. xlvi. p. 453 (note) ; Jevons, 
History of Greek Literature, p. 196. 
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ever, that what ^schylus really had in view was to 
recommend acceptance by all parties of the altered 
conditions introduced by Ephialtes. He suggests 
that the restriction of the Areopagus to the trial of 
cases of homicide is in harmony with its original con- 
stitution, and confirmed by the acquiescence ^ of the 
Eumenides themselves. 

' Eum. 917 Se^ofiai TlaWdSos ivyotKiav, ic.T.\. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 

Prometheus. . 

Hephaestus. VmA*-"^ 

Power (kpatos). 

Force (Bia). 

Chorus of Nymphs, daughters of Ocean. 

Ocean. 

lo. 

Hermes. 



PROMETHEUS BOUND 



Power. We have arrived at the furthest confines of the 
Earth, the Scythian track, a desert wilderness; and now, 
Hephaestus, thou must attend to the charges which the 
Father has enjoined upon thee, to clamp this malefactor to 
the towering crags in firm shackles of adamantine bonds. 
For thine own rare jewel, the bright fire enabling every art,f 
he stole and gave to mortal men ; that is the sin for which \/ 
he must give satisfaction to the Gods, that he may be ]0 
taught to accept the sovereignty of Zeus and cease from his 
man-befriending ways. 

Heph. Power and Force, the charge of Zeus to you is 
finished now, and there is nothing more before you ; but I 
have not the heart to bind a brother-God by force upon a 
wintry bleak ; however, come what may, strong need con- 
strains me to take courage for it ; for to make light of the 
Father's words is a grave thing. (To Prometheus.) Thou 
high-contriving son of right-advised Themis, it is with a 
heart as loth as thine that I must pin thee with strong forged 20 
fetters fast to this deserted steep, ^ where thou shalt hear 
no voice nor see the form of man, but must be grilled by 

* irciyy MSS., but M alone has Ti(irp, which was a gloss to distinguish 
one sense of ari^yos from another ; see for example schol. Agam. 347. 

3 
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the pure flame of the sun till thy complexion change ; and 
thou shalt welcome it when starry-kirtled night shall hide 
the day, and when the sun shall dissipate a^ain the morning 
frost; and ever the sore burden of the present ill shall 
harass thee'; for thy deliverer is not yet born. 

These are the fruits that thou hast reaped from thy man- 
befriending bent ; thou didst not quail before the anger of 
thy fellow-Gods, but in transgression of right bestowedst go 
honours upon mortals. Wherefore thou shalt keep sentry at 
this, dismal rock, in upright posture, sleepless, never bending 
knee ; and many a groan and unavailing lamentation shalt 
thou utter ; for the heart of Zeus is inexorable, and every- 
one is harsh whose power is new. 

Power. Well now, why dallying and commiserating use- 
lessly? Why dost thou not view with hatred one most 
hateful to the Gods, who betrayed thy precious thing and 
gave it to mankind ? 

Heph. Blood hath a strange power, and companionship. 

Power. I agree, but to be disobedient to the Father's 40 
word, is that possible ? Art thou not more strangely afraid 
of that ? 

Heph. Oh, ruthless ever thus art thou, and full of daring. 

Power. Ay, it is no remedy lamenting over him, so do 
npt waste thy pains on what is profitless. 

Heph. O how I hate this mastery of craft ! 

Power. Why hate it ? For these present troubles Art is 
absolutely not to blame. 

Heph. Nevertheless I would it had belonged to someone 
else. 

Power. There is trouble in everything, except in empire 
over Heaven : for there is none free but Zeus alone. m 

Heph. I know it well; to that I have nothing to say 
contrary.^ 

' ifVKKa ' rai(rS4 y' oiSty clvreiiTEiv llx" (Hartung). 
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Power. Well, make haste then to cast the fetters' round 
him, that the Father may not behold thee tarrying. 

Heph. Here are the armlets ready. 

Power. Throw them now about his hands and with might 
and main smite with the hammer, and clamp him to the 
rocks. 

Heph. The work is getting through, and no mistake 
about it. 

Power. Hammer harder, clinch, leave no link loose, for 
he is a rare clever one to find out ways and means in 
difficulties. 

Heph. That arm is fixed fast enough at any rate. 60 

Power. Now rivet this one firmly, to teach him that his 
clever wit is something sluggisher than Zeus. 

Heph. Except him, no one could fairly complain of me. 

Power. Now drive the adamantine wedge's stubborn jaw 
right through his breast and nail it vigorously. 

Heph. Ah me, Prometheus, I sigh for thy pains ! 

Power. There thou art, shrinking again and sighing for 
the enemies of Zeus ! See thou be pitying not thyself 
one day ! 

Heph. Thou aeest a sad sight for the eyes to view. 

Power. I see a rogue here getting his deserts. Come, 70 
throw the girths now around his ribs. 

Heph. I am bound to do it ; you need ndt urge me on 
so much. 

Power. Indeed I will urge, and halloo thee on too ! Go 
down below, and ring his legs round strongly. 

Heph. There is the work done without much labour. 

Power. Now hammer vigorously the perforated anklets; 
because the censor of the work is an austere one. 

Heph. The utterance of thy tongue is like thy visage. 

Power. You may be soft, but cast not in my teeth my 
stern will and the harshness of my temper. 80 



6 PROMETHEUS BOUND 

Heph. Let us go, as he has the swathings now upon 
his Umbs. 

Power {to Prometheus). There now, do thine outrage 
there, and filch the Gods' rights to bestow them upon men ! 
What power have mortals to relieve thee of thy pains ? 'Tis 
by a false name that Spirits call thee Prometheus, for thou 
hast need thyself of that provision, to find a way of wriggling 
out of this art ! - \Exeunt. 

Prom. O thou bright heavenly sky, and swift-wingea '" 
breezes, ye river-springs, and thou innumerable dimpling 
smile of the ocean waves, O universal Mother Earth, and 90 
thee, all-seeing orb of the Sun, I call — behold what I, a 
God, am suifering at the hands of Gods ! 

Behold with what foul tortures I am racked ' and must 
endure in them my myriad years ! This is the humiliating 
bondage that the Captain of the Blessed hath devised 
against me. 

Ah me, ah me, I groan for suffering present and for 
suifering to come, despairing of the quarter where the end 
of my afflictions is to rise. j^qq 

And yet, what say I ? I have clear fore-knowledge of aB 
that is in store, and no suffering will come upon me with 
surprise ; and the lot by Fate appointed one must bear as 
easily as may be, recognising that the strength of Necessity 
is not to be striven with. And yet to hold my peace, and 
not to hold my peace about my case is equally impossible : 
it was for making gifts to mortals that I have been fastened 
in these torments : — I hunted out the spring of Fire con- 
cealed within the fiUing of a reed, a stolen source which 110 
hath been revealed to mortal men for their instructress in 
every art and their great providing means. That is the 
offence for which I am enduring punishment, here riveted 
beneath the open sky in fetters. 

Ah, stay,— what sound, what perfume wingeth to me 
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without vision ? divine or mortal or of mingled strain ? Hath 
he come unto this world's end hill to view my sufferings, 
or with what intent ?i Behold ye me in bondage, an un-120 
happy God, the enemy of Zeus, that have incurred the 
enmity of all the Gods that have the entry into his royal 
Court by reason of my too-much love for mortals. — Ah, 
listen, — what is this fluttering stir I hear close by, of 
winged creatures ? the sky is whistling with the light rapid 
beat of pinions. — Every coming thing is apprehended fear.^^^^- 

(The Daughters f?/" Ocean enter in a winged car!) 

f Char. Fear not at all ! for it is a friendly squadron this, 130 
that hath advanced upon thy mountain with a racing rivalry 
of wings, having hardly won our Father over to consent; 
and I was carried by the coursing breezes ; for the sound 
of the hammering of iron shot to the inner bower of my 
cavern and astounded all my meek-eyed shame away, and 
I sped unsandalled in a winged Car. 140 

Prom, Offspring of many-childed Tethys and of him that 
encircleth all the earth with his unsleeping stream, your 
father Ocean, look ye, behold the bondage I am pinned 
with on the rocky summits of this gorge to keep my 
miserable watch. 

Chor. I see well, Prometheus, and in fear there sped upon 150 
my eyes a mist all full of tears, to see thy figure withering 
away upon the rocks here in these adamantine tortures; 
for the governors are new that hold the rule of Heaven, and 
with new-fangled laws Zeus holds dominion lawlessly, and 
the giant majesties of old he now abolisheth. 160 

I Prom. Would that he had but cast me under the earth and 
below Hades the Receiver of the dead into the bottomless 

1 V. Il8: read : 

Ttp/iSviov ewi irJ^oy •7r6ptav 

i/iSiv 6«iiphs (Ket', ij ri Si) 64\ay ; 
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pit of Tartarus, and put me savagely in firmest fetters, that 
so no God nor any other had made merry over this ! But 
now, a light thing shaken in the air, I have suffered to the 
derision of mine enemies. 

Chor. What God is so hard-hearted as to make this 
matter of derision ? Who shares not indignation at thy 170 
distresses — except Zeus ? He, with continual rancour, 
hath set his heart immovably and crusheth all the seed 
of Uranus, nor will he cease, until either he hath satisfied 
his heart or by some sleight another capture his impregnable 
domain. 

Prom. Ah neverthless, although I be thus tortured in I80 
strong fettering shackles, the prime lord of the Blessed Ones 
shall yet have need of me, to reveal him the new project, 
and the agency by which I see him stripped of his sceptre 
and his rank! And neither by honied enchantments of 
Persuasion shall he charm me, nor before stern menaces 
will I ever quail, to reveal the secret, until he loosen me 
from my cruel fetters and consent to give me satisfaction 
for this outrage. jgj 

Chor. Thou art bold in confidence and abatest nothing 
for thy bitter sorrows, and art over-free in speech ; but my 
spirit is disquieted by thrilling fear :^ am afraid about thy 
fate, — I cannot guess what shore there is for thee to land 
upon and see the termination of these pains : for a nature 
beyond reaching and a heart inexorable hath the Son of200 
Cronos. 

Prom. Harsh, I know, he is, and with the law in his own 
hands ji nevertheless his will, I reckon, shall be soft enough 
one day, when he hath been this way hammered ; then he 

• This has suffered from interpolation; the original probably was 
nearly in this form : 

Tpax^t 7' oTS' 8ti (col irsp' 4avT$ 
T^ SiKaiov ^X"" ' ^/iiras, oia, 
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shall assuage his stubborn wrath and meet my eagerness 
half-way, to enter into bond and amity with me. 

Chor. Unfold now to us all the story and declare what 
charge it is that Zeus hath taken thee upon and tortures 210 
thee with such disgrace and bitterness — unless there is any 
harm to thee in telling. 

Prom. It is a painful thing to tell, and painful to withhold ; 
miserable every way. — When first the Deities began their 
anger, and sedition was stirred up amongst them — one 
party seeking to cast Cronos from his throne, to make Zeus 
king, to wit, the other bent upon the contrary, that Zeus 
should never reign over the Gods, — I thereupon endeavoured ,220 
to persuade the Titans, children" of Heaven and Earth, with 
the best advice, and was not able ; subtle stratagems they 
quite despised, and thought with violent imaginations to ' 
gain the mastery without trouble and by force. But more 
than once my Mother, Themis or Gaea (Earth) — one form 
with many titles — had foretold to me the way in which the ' 
future was decreed to happen — how that it was not by 
strength or in the way of violence that the overcomers were 
to gain the mastery, but by guile. AVhen I expounded this 230 
to them in speech, they would not deign so much as even 
to look at it. So the best course that lay before me then 
appeared to be that I should take my Mother's aid and 
range myself, a welcome volunteer, upon the side of Zeus. 
And through my counselling it is that the black nether deep 
of Tartarus buries now the ancient Cronos with his allies 
together. These are the benefits which the sovereign of 
the Gods hath received from me and hath requited me 
with a reward so ill ; for it is a vice inherent somehow in a 240 
sovereignty, that there is no putting trust in friends. 

But for your question, on what charge it is that he is 
torturing me, that I will make plain. 

So soon as ever he was seated on his Father's throne, he 
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set about assigning to the Powers Divine their several 
privileges and mapped out their spheres of rule; but of 
wretched mortals he took no account whatever, but desired 
to annihilate the race entirely and create another new one. 
And to this there was no one that made any opposition 250 
except me ; I had the courage, I delivered men from being 
smashed to pieces and descending to the house of Death. 
And that is why I am now being bent with punishments 
like this, painful to suffer and piteous to behold : after 
preferring mortal men in pity I was not allowed to win the 
same myself, but have been straitened into shape thus 
mercilessly — a spectacle far from glorious to Zeus. 

Char. A heart of iron and made out of rock, Prometheus, 
is the being that feels not compassion in thy labours : I 
should have wished never to behold them, and beholding 260 
them my heart is grieved. 

Prom. I am indeed a sight that friends might pity. 

C}ior. Didst thou, perhaps, transgress a little beyond 
this ? 

Prom. Yes, I caused Men no longer to foresee their 
latter end. 

Chor. What was the medicine that you discovered for 
that ailment? 

Prom. I implanted in their breasts blind Hopes. 

Chor. That was a great boon that you bestowed upon 
them. 

Prom. And there was this besides, — I gave them Fire; 

Chor. And do weak mortals now possess the flame-eyed 
fire? 

Prom. Yes, from which they will learn many Arts. 270 

Chor. These then are the charges upon which Zeus 

Prom. Is torturing me, and relaxing nowise ever. 

Chor. And is there no period appointed for thy 
pains ? 
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Prom. No, none whatever, except when it seems good to 
him. 

Chor. And how can it seem good ? What hope is there ? 
Seest thou not that thou hast erred, and how thou erredst j 
it is not pleasurable to me to say, and pain to thee. — But let 
us leave this matter ; turn thou now to seeking some release 
from thine affliction. 

Prom. It is an easy thing for one whose feet are safe out 
of the mire of harm to give advice and admonition to 280 
another in distress ; but I was aware beforehand of all this ; 
of will, of will I erred, I will not deny it ; succouring men, 
I got me sufferings myself. But still I never thought that 
I should be rewarded in this wise, to pine away upon rocks 
between earth and heaven, and get this desert and unneigh- 
boured peak. — .Now, pray you, mourn no longer for my present 
woes, but step upon the ground and let me tell you what is 
the oncoming future, that you may know the whole matter 
thoroughly. Consent, I pray, consent, show sympathy with 290 
the one in trouble now, you know, 'tis common, and mis- 
fortune settles now upon one and now upon another. 

Chor. Thine appeal is urged on willing hearts, Prometheus. 
So with light footstep I will quit my speeding seat and the 
pure airy path of winged creatures and draw nigh to yonder 
rugged land ; and I desire to hear the whole story of thy 
suffering thoroughly. 



(Enter Oceanus, carried by a winged four-footed monster^ 

Oc. I have reached the end of a long journey in my 300 
passage here to thee, Prometheus, guiding this swift-winged 
creature by my will without a bit ; and be assured that I am 
sorry for the state that thou art in : relationship, I suppose, 
compels me, and apart from blood, there is no one I should 
have more consideration for than thee : and you will see that 
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this is genuine and that there is no tongue-benefit in me, 310 
for come, name anything that I am to assist you in : you 
will never say that you have any truer friend than Ocean ! ^ 

Prom. Ha, what have we here? Hast thou too come 
to view my sufferings? How didst thou nerve thyself to 
leave the stream that bears thy name and those rock- 
vaulted self-built caverns, and to come unto this iron-womb- 
ing land ? Is it to view my state that thou art come, and 
to compassionate in my distress ? Behold the spectacle — 320 
me here, the friend of Zeus, that helped him to set up his 
sovereignty, behold the sufferings that I am bent with now 
by him ! 

Oc. I see, Prometheus, and desire also to give thee 
the best advice, ingenious as thou art : recognise thyself, 
and adopt a new fashion of behaviour, for there is a new 
Sovereign in Heaven. But if thou persist in flinging out 
such harsh and whetted words, Zeus, though seated far 
aloft, perhaps may hear thee, so that thy present multitude* 
of miseries shall seem but child's-play. Come, unhappy 330 
one, dismiss thy present mood and try to find some way 
out of these troubles. What I say may seem, perhaps, • . 
trite and stale,-— but these, Prometheus, are just the wages 
of a too presumptuous tongue. And you are not yet 
humble or submissive to misfortune, but wish to get still 
more than what you have already. If you will take my 
advice, you will not stretch out your legs against the goad, 
seeing that it is a harsh monarch now and irresponsible 340 
that is in power. And now I shall go and try whether I 
can release thee from thy pains ; remain thou quiet, and be 
not too violent in speech — or else, with thy superior mind 

' The character of Oceanus, the i\avxMTits (compare the Orphic 
fragments in Hermann's Orpkica, p. 468), and Prometheus' ironical 
contempt for him, are drawn with admirable humour. 

' Reading ixt^ov. 
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dost thou not know full well that there is fine inflicted on 
a wanton tongue ? 

Prom. You are lucky to be clear of blame, after having 
shared my enterprise and taken part in everything with me.^ 
So now, let it alone and do not concern yourself about it, 
for you will certainly not persuade him ; he is not easy to 
persuade. Look shrewdly to it that you get no harm 350 
yourself upon this errand. 

Oc. Truly thou art better far at schooling others than 
thyself! I judge by fact, not word. But as I am bent 
upon my course, by no means draw the curb, for I am 
confident, most confident, that Zeus will grant me this 
concession, to release thee from these sufferings. 

Prom. I am much obliged, and shall never cease to be 
so, for one thing — your zealousness leaves nothing to be 
desired : only, take no trouble, for it will be but labour 
wasted and do me no good — supgosiu^. that—y^su mean to *^ 
take it. No, remain thou quiet and keep thyself out of harm's 360 
way; for because I am in distress, I would not therefore 
wish distresses to befall the whole world too. No indeed, 
for I am troubled by the sad plight of my brother. Atlas, 
who stands towards the West ^ with the Pillar of Earth and 
Heaven bearing upon his shoulders, no sweet burden to 
embrace. And the earth-sprung inhabiter of the Cilician 
caverns moved my pity to behold subdued by force, that 
fell prodigious monster, the bold hundred-headed Typho, 370 
who rose up agSJhst the Gods of Heaven, with grisly jaws 
whistling the sound of terror, as meaning to storm the 
sovereignty of Zeus by force. But there came upon 

' With scornful "sarcasm, whether we read with the MSS. irhnav 
fUTaa-x^'' Kol T«T0\;iijKcl)J i/ioi, or (accepting iieraa-x"" from Weil) 
Tritrrav ftiTaa-x^'iv Kol TeroKuvKiis i/ioi, ' although having had the daring 
to take part in everything with me.' 

^ ds irphs etnrepovs rAirovs. 
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him the unsleeping shaft of Zeus, the descending thunder- 
bolt with breath of flame ; which shocked him and amazed 
him from his lofty vaunting ; for he was smitten in the very 
seat of sense, charred to a cinder, and his whole strength 
blasted out of him : and now, a palsied sprawling mass, he 
lies near the strait passage of the sea, pressed beneath the 380 
roots of Etna ; while oh the topmost summits sits Hephaestus 
hammering at the forge. Thence one day there shall burst 
forth rivers of fire with angry jaws devouring the smooth 
fields of fruitful Sicily; so fierce the rage that Typho 
shall send boiling up, with perilous discharges of hot fiery 
deluge, although consumed to cinders by the thunderbolt 
of Zeus. — But thou art not without experience nor in need 
of me to teach thee. Save thyself to the best of thine 390 
ability, while I will endure my present case, until the 
proud spirit of Zeus abate. 

Oc. Knowest thou not then, Prometheus, what is said, 
that words are the physicians of a mood distempered ? 

Prom. Yes, if one soften the heart betimes in season, 
and not reduce a swelling passion forcibly. 

Oc. And in being zealous and adventuring boldly seest 
thou any disadvantage ? 

Prom. Superfluous labour and light-witted simplicity. 

Oc. Permit me to be still affected with that weakness, 400 
since it is the best thing to be wise while seeming the 
contrary. 

Prom. This folly will be considered to be mine. 

Oc. Your words most evidently despatch me home again.i 

Prom. Beware lest haply thy lament for me should bring 
thee into enmity. 

Oc. With the new holder of the almighty throne ? 

Prom. Be careful that his heart be not annoyed. 

Oc. Thy fate, Prometheus, is my instructor. 

1 As \iyiis hZiv /loi in Herodas vi. 95, 
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Prom. Go thy ways, despatch, maintain thy present 
mind. 

Oc. 'Tis urging of the eager steed, for my four-footed 
bird is flapping with his wings the smooth road of the air, 410 
and would fain repose his hmbs in his own stable.^ \Exit. 

Chor. I sigh for thy disastrous case, Prometheus; with 
a stream of tears distilUng from my tender eyes, my cheek 
is wetted in the springs of moisture ; for this is sorry work, 
Zeus holding sway with new laws of his own and displaying 
an overweening mettle toward the Gods that were before. 4] 

Every quarter of the land by now is crying aloud and 
sighing for the old-time grandeur and magnificence of 
dignity that belonged to thee and to thy brethren ; all 
mortal men that occupy the planted habitation of pure 
Asia condole in thy great sufferings and groans. 430 

And the dwellers in the land of Colchis, maidens daunt- 
less in the battle, and the Scythian multitude who tenant 
the extreme region of the earth about the lake Maeotis : 

And the warlike flower of Arabia that hold a tow.ered 
citadel hard by the Caucasus, that savage army loudly 
raging with a serried front of spears. , 440 

One other only among Gods divine have I beheld before 
in suffering, a Titan quelled with torturing bonds of 
adamant — the sturdy Atlas in his overpowering strength, 
who doth eternally roof up the vaulted pole of Heaven.^ 

The ocean billow, falling, roars in cadence, the deep 
.... groans, the black abyss of Hades rumbles in the 

' Cf. Herodas vi. 97, Theocr. xv. 147. 
^ Reading with Reisig : 

'KTKavros tmipo\av irBcvos 
and with Hermann : 

Compare Orph. hymn. i. 28 'ArXavTrfj tc koi Aliivos ney' iirtipoxor 
iaxiv, Soph. Track. 1096, Find. Nem. iii. 24. 
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bass, and the springs of the pure-flowing rivers moan with 
piteous anguish. 1 

Prom. Think not that I am silent out of pride or 450 
stubbornness ; my heart is gnawed with conscious thoughts, 
to see myself entreated thus with ignominy. — And yet. to 
these new upstart Gods who else was it than I defined their 
dignities entirely ? But I will not speak of them, because 
I should be only telling you what you already know; but 
listen to the siifferings among mankind, how they were 
witless before then, and I caused them to have mind and 460 
be possessed of understanding. And I say this, not with 
any wish to sneer at the defects of men, but to expound the 
benevolence of my bestowings. 

First of all, they had eyes and saw to no purpose, had ears 
and heard not, but were like the shapes of dream, all their 
life long doing everything confusedly at hazard ; they knew 
neither of brick-woven houses turned to face the sun, nor 
timber- work, but lived as burrowers like tiny ^ ants in sun- 
less holes of caves. And they had no sign of winter or of 470 
flowery spring or fruitful summer to rely upon, but used to ' 
act in everything without grounded purpose, until the day 
when I revealed to them the risings of the stars and their 
ill-distinguished settings. Number, again, most excellent 
of artifices, I invented for them, and combinations of 

' Reading : 

^001 Jf Ttivrias kAvSeSik 

KeKaivhs "AiSos inofipe/iet fivxis, 

trayai d ayyop^iTwv troTafiuv 

tTTevovffiv &\yos oiKTp6y. 
In the third line two syllables appear to be wanting for the rhythm — 
perhaps x^"''^* with 0iS6os or yaeyos with /ivx^s. 

^ V. 468 tai<r-vp6s (formed like PKotr-vp6s ' blouzy,' cur-vp^s ' filthy ') 
seems to have meant ' quivering with a breath,' and so may have come 
to be applied in the sense ' busy ' : cf. Horn, ij lo6 and schol. 
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letters, to be memory of everything,'^ the Muses' mother- 
instrument. And I was first to couple brute beasts under the 
yoke, to be subservient to the collar and the pack-saddle,* 
that they might have the greatest labours of mankind 480 
transferred to them ; and in the chariot I harnessed horses 
obedient to the rein, the lustre of luxurious affluence.* And 
on the sea, it was no other one than I that found out 
sailors' canvas-winged cars to roam the sea. 

Such are the devices that I found out for mortal men, 
and now I cannot find a subtle shift myself to get me free 
from the pain that is upon me. 

Chor. Thou hast suffered a sore humiliation ; thou hast 
lost thy wits and gone astray, and like a bad physician, 
falling sick, thou losest heart and canst not find what 490 
medicines thou art curable thyself withal. 

Prom. When thou hearest the rest, thou wilt marvel 
more, the arts and ways and means that I devised. This 
the chiefest, — if a man fell sick, there was no deliverance 
whether by way of eaten drug or ointment or of draught, 
but they were emaciated for want of medicines, until I 
showed to them the mixtures of beneficent remedies, by 
means of which they now can fend off all disorders. 

And I distinguished many ways of divination, and was 500 
the first to judge results of dreams, — what were to come 
' true in fact, and I made known to them the import of dark 
ominous chance-utterances and of signs that met them 
on the road ; and I defined for them exactly the flight of 
crook-taloned fowls, — which were by nature favour3,ble and 

^ Euryphamus the Pythagorean in Stob. Flor. 103. 27 ayeipero Si 
Kal ypdfifiaTa, 6ijxravpohs t§ fiva^i^ irapaffKevofftifievos. 
Reading aiyiicuiiv with Pauw. 

^ &ya\ixa t^s iirtpTiXoirov x^'5?*> ^s Helen is HyaK/ia itKoirov in 
Agam. 740 : Mr George Meredith has made a felicitous application of 
the phrase to the Yacht and the Lady in Beauchamp^s Career, at the 
end of c. xv. 
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the contrary, and what habit of life they severally follow, 
and what are their mutual likings and dislikings and con- 
sorting sessions : and the smoothness of the inwards, and 
what colour these must have to make them pleasing to the 510 
Deities, and the good mottled aspect of the gall and liver, 
and the thigh-bones rolled up in fat and the long chine I 
burned with fire, and showed mankind the way into an Art of 
abstruse inference ; and the look of fiery signs, whose vision- 
had been dim and clouded hitherto, I caused to have clear eyes. 

So much for these inventions ; now the hidden benefits 
to men within the earth, brass, iron, silver, and gold, who 
can claim to have discovered before me ? No one, I am 
very sure, unless he wished to babble empty folly. Hear 520, 
in a brief word the sum of the whole matter — all arts that 
mankind have are from Prometheus. 
. Chor. Now be not a benefactor of mankind unduly and 
yet careless of thine own distress ; because I am full of hope 
that thou shalt yet be delivered from thy bondage and have 
power no whit inferior to Zeus. 

Prom. It is not so that all-effecting Fate is yet decreed to 
seal the issue ; I must first be bent by pains and sorrows 
infinite, and only thus escape my bonds : the strength of Art 
is far inferior to Necessity. 530 

Chor. Who then holds the helm that steers Necessity ? 

Prom, The triple Fates and the remembering Furies. 

Chor. Is Zeus then the inferior of these in strength ? 

Prom. At any rate he cannot escape Fate's decree. 

Chor. Why, is there aught decreed for Zeus but power 
eternal ? 

Prom. That you cannot be told,i and do not press me. 

Chor. It must be a grand secret that you wrap so closely ! 

Prom. Name some other subject, for this it is anything 
but the time to utter ; it must be covered up with all care 
' V. 536 tout' oiif ^t' &!» ir*i9o«R as Plat. Leg§. 792 c, Plut. Themist. 27, 
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possible, for it is by keeping this that I am to escape my 540 
foul indignities and sorrows. 

Chor. Never may Zeus the Disposer of all things set his ' 
power to cross my will, nor may I be tardy in approaching K' 
the Gods with religious sacrifice pf slain oxen by the un- ' 
quenched river of my father Ocean, nor may I offend in 
words, but may this rule abide within my heart and never 650 
be effaced. 

A pleasant thing, to draw out all one's length Of days in 
hopeful confidence, gladdening my spirit with bright merry 
cheer : — but I shudder to behold thee racked with torments 
infinite . . . . ; for without fear of Zeus in wilfulness thou 
payest regard to mortals overmuch, Prometheijs.i 560 

Come tell me, friend, how thy good turn can find return ?^ 
Where is there any power to succour thee, what saving help 
is there in creatures of a day ? Have not thine eyes beheld, 
the feeble strengthlessness, as of a dream, in which the blind 
generation of mankind is bound and trammelled ? ^ Never 

fivpiots fiSx^ois StaKvat6fiei'ov -^ ^ s^ ^ 
Zrjva yap ov rpoixiav 
aiiTO$ov\l^ (re0€i 
SvTiToiis Syai/, Ilpo/tijfleS. 
" z/. 561 : 

<p4p', ifirais x^P" " XP^P'^i ^ 
^l\os, elite, Tnov tij a\Kil ', 
I have corrected the reading of the MSS., which is x<^/"s &X'^P"- "^^^ 
construction is (pep' elite Sttas x<ipis a x<^P"> ^ challenge, as Soph. 0. T. 
-390 ^ireX <i>ip' eViit, iroS <rh nivTts eX atup^s ; El. 286 ipepe, v&s 4/t6\6?i' 
KaK6v ; Eur. El. 1049 Key' Btus riBiniKe chs variip tniK iySUas. The 
order of the words is frequent, e.g: Eur. Or. 367 Jfirou 'arly ehaTe, 
Pherecrates Jrag. 45 iwas -irapairKeviC^rat rh Setitvov etttaB' Ti/uy. 
' Reading with Meineke : 

oMyoSpavlay Skucuk iff- 
6yeLpoy ^ rh (ptaTuv 

aXabv ■<SeSeTai> yeyos ifijteitoSiffiievoy ; 
as AnlA. Pal. vi. 296 Ik yftpas &Spayir) Seierai. 
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shall the devices of mankbd transgress the Ordered Har- 670 
mony of Zeus.^ 

I have learnt this ^ from beholding thy sad ruin, O 
Prometheus ; and the difference in the strain came winging 
to my ears — in this and that which erst about thy bridal 
bath and couch I sang in wedding chorus upon occasion of 
thy marriage, when thou broughtest home Hermione my 
father's daughter, after winning her with gifts, ^ to be thy bride 
and share thy bed. 680 

{Enter lo, with a heifer's horns, distracted^ 

lo. What land? What people? Who can I suppose 
this is that I behold here tempest-beaten in bridles made 
of rock ? For what offence art thou being punished with 
destruction ? Tell me what quarter of the world, unhappy 
toiler, I have wandered to. 

{A sudden fit of frenzy seizes her.) 

Ah, ah ! there is a sting-fly fretting me again — the ghost 
of earth-born Argos — O forfend ! — as I behold the myriad- 
visioned Herdsman. He travels ever with his crafty eyesjoj 
upon me, and even after death the earth conceals him not, 
but winning his way from the dead below, he hunts me 

^ V. 569 Tcb* Ai6j apiiovlav : see the notes on Sufp. 106 in my prose 
translation and in A Book of Greek Verse, p. 278. 
^ iliafiov, a premonition of the new law TriBn ndBos. 
' Both eSvois and iriBiiv are in all the MSS., except that M has 
weleuv, which is certainly wrong. Lachmann thought th£(t eSvoij 
should be ejected, and it would be possible to have USyois without 
ir(8<<iv : ApoUonius Rhodius i. 977 : 

KXefri; 4vir\6Kafios, t^i/ /i^v yeoy ^{fri TrnTpbs 
Offfirdrlais fSvoitrw av4\yayev ivTiirepijSey : 
ii. 239 : 

K\eioiriTpriy eSyoifftv i/ihv Siftoy ?iyov &KOtTiy. 
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down, chased wandering and famished over the sand of the 
sea-shore. 

And the wax-compacted reed keeps humming in my ears 
a drowsy strain. Alas, alas, ah, whither am I brought in 
my far-roaming course ? 

What is it, O Son of Cronos, what offence that thou hast 600 
found in me to harness me in these afflictions and to harass 
a poor maiden thus, distraught with terror of the driving 
sting ? Burn me with fire, or cover me in earth, or give me 
to be meat unto the monsters of the sea, and grudge me 
not, O Lord, my supplication ! Enough have I been tried 
and exercised with far-strayed wanderings and cannot see 610 
what way I can avoid my miseries. O hearest thou the 
utterance of the Horned Virgin ? 

Prom. How can I fail to hear that Maiden frenzy-tossed, 
the Daughtei" of Inachus, who, story tells, inflamed the heart 
of Zeus, and now is being exercised and driven violently 
in those immense long courses under Hera's hatred ? 

lo. Whence comest thou to voice my father's name? 
Tell the poor weary maid who art thou, who, unhappy one, 620 
that criest me my wretched name so verily, and namest 
the disease that wears me out, still fretting me with fitful 
goa^s of wild distraction ! 

With cruel starving tortures of wild leaps I come in 
boisterous haste, the victim of Hera's rancorous devices. 
Where are they among the evil-starred that suffer toil the 
like, ah me ! the like of mine ? O signify me certainly 630 
what suffering is yet in store for me, what remedy or 
medicine of my malady ; reveal it, if thou knowest ! Voice 
it, O declare to the poor Wandering Virgin ! 

Prom. I will tell thee plainly all that thou desirest to 
know, with no riddling involution but in simple words, as 
it is right to open mouth toward friends : — he whom thou 
seest is Prometheus, the giver of Fire to Men. 
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lo. O risen a general benefaction to mankind, what is 640 
the cause that thou art suffering so ? 

Prom. I have but lately ceased lamenting my own pains. 

lo. Wilt thou then grant a gift to me ? 

Prom. Tell me what it is thou askest, for there is nothing 
that thou mayst not learn from me.^ 

lo. Show me who it is that hath fastened thee in this 
ravine ? 

Prom. Zeus for the will, and for the hand, Hephaestus. 

lo. And what is the offence that thou art punished for? 

Prom. Thus much alone I can suffice thee with. 

lo. Nay, show me besides that what date will be the 
termination of my miserable wandering? 6501 

Prom. Not to know that is better for thee than to know. 

lo Nay, hide thou not from me what I am doomed to 
suffer. 

Prom. Oh, I am not jealous of the gift. 

lo. Why then hesitate to utter the whole truth ? 

Prom. No grudging, only I am loth to shock thy 
feelings. 

lo. Be not considerate for me beyond my liking. 

Prom. Since thou art set upon it, I must speak : how listen. 

Chor. Nay, wait a little, and indulge my pleasure also. 
First let us inquire the story of her malady, — her own 
lips telling us of her lost wild^ wandering, and then let Ml 

' iray yhf hi 7riBoi6 /now. 

■■= V. 66o. This is the meaning of tc^j iro\u(j>B6fovs rixas, and of t5)s 
iroKv<t>9ipoo irKdnijs 846. 4>ielpf(r9ai often meant to wander aimlessly 
adrift {e.g. Eur. Hel. 773 S.Kiov i^Bdfov irKivov, El. 232), and adjec- 
tives were used in the same sense; in So^h. Jrag. 511 01 -icoKiupBopoi 
is said of sailors cast adrift upon the sea, in Lycophon 235 Kapvaxo- 
<l>66pavs piipds means ' casting adrifl in an ark,' in 'Eui. frag'. 636 vo/ulSa 
Kuiiar6<j)9opov (so read for KvnaTo<t>66pov) aXiaUrov means 'wave- 
roaining,' and a\i<pBopos properly meant 'shipwrecked,' like vaiipBopas, 
- i4>Bapii4i>os {Cycl. 298, I.T. 268), or 'sea-rover.' 
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her have instruction in the remainder of her task from 
thee. 

Prom. It behoves thee, lo, to afford these maids the 
favour, more especially as they are sisters of thy Father ; 
for to have one's fill of weeping and lament for sorrows in 
a case where one is like to win a tear, is worth the while. 

To. I do not know how I can be disobedient to you ; ye 
shall hear in plain terms everything that ye desire of me : — 
yet I am ashamed even in the telling of the heaven-inflicted 570 
storm and ruin of my features — to tell whence it swooped 
upon unhappy me. 

There were visions in the night continually haunting me, 
that kept visiting my bower with smooth words : ' O thou 
highly-blessed Maiden, why art thou so long a virgin when 
thou mayest win the greatest marriage ? The heart of Zeus 
hath been inflamed by an arrow of desire from thee, and he 
would fain have loving converse with thee: thou, therefore, 
my child, lift not thy foot to kick away ths bed of Zeus, but go 
thou forth unto the deep meadow-land of Lerna to thy father's 680 
flocks and oxen-stalls, to the end that the eye of Zeus may be 
eased of his desire.' 

With dreams like this I was afflicted every night ; until 
at last I brought myself to confess the haunting visions to 
my father : and he kept sending frequent ambassadors to 
the oracles of Pytho and Dodona to find out what act or 
word he must perform to do the pleasure of the Deities. 
And they kept coming back with vaguely-spolcen oracles of 
dim significance and darkly worded. But at last there 690 
came to Inachus a clear injunction, charging him directly 
in so many words to thrust me from my home and country 
to go wandering free at the extremities of the earth ; and 
if he refused, a fiery thunderbolt should come from Zeus, 
which should destroy his whole house utterly. 

Yielding obedience to this response of Loxias, he drove 
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me out and shut me from the house — as sorely against his 
will as mine; but the constraint of Zeus was upon him 
as a bridle, forcing him to do this thing. 

And immediately my shape and senses were distorted, 700 
and with horns, as ye behold, upon my head, fretted with 
a sharp-biting sting I rushed with frantic leaps to the sweet 
drinking water of Kerchneia, and the springs of Lerna ; and 
an earth-born herdsman of unmitigated temper, Argos, 
followed, having vision with a host of eyes, upon my steps. 
But a sudden destruction came upon him unawares ^ and 
took his life. And I, still frenzy-stung, am driven by the 
scourge of God from land to land. 

This is the story of these doings, and if thou canst tell 710 
me what is the remainder of my toils, declare it, and do 
not out of pity flatter me with falsehood, for I think that 
made-up stories are the most shameful vice. 

Chor. Ah, ah I away ! 

Never, never did I dream that such unheard-of utterances 
would come to my hearing, or such hideous, fearful suffer- 
ings, tortures, terrors, pierce me with a prong and strike a 
chill into my soul ! 

Fate, O Fate, I am afraid at seeing the sore plight 720 
of lo. 

1 The MSS. give : 

imfoaiiKiyros 5' ahrh> alipviSios /lipos. 
I think it very likely that alipvlStos is a gloss on &impos : because with 
scholiasts it was one of the recognised interpretations of the doubtful 
&irTepos in Homer. Later poets, as Aeschylus in Agam. 288 inrrtpos 
tpiTis, used the word of things which, though wingless, are as swift as 
wings, wing-swift ; and the vagueness would be suitable, because the 
legends differed as to the manner in which Hermes killed Ai^s. In 
such cases Aeschylus is fond of using terms which will apply to various 
versions and leave scope to the imagination, — the nature of the ofirrpos, 
for example, in this play, and of Clytemnestra's weapon in the 
Agamenmon. 
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Prom. It is too soon that thou complainest and art full 
of fear : wait until thou hast been told the rest. 

Chor. Say on, inform me ! to the sick it is relief to know 
for sure beforehand their remaining pain. 

Prom. Your former suit you obtained from me lightly; 
you desired instruction from her first, her own recital of her 
trial. Now hear the sequel — the sufferings that this damsel 730 
must endure from Hera. And thou, O seed of Inachus, 
lay up my sayings in thy heart, that thou mayest learn the 
lesson of thy journey to its end. 

First, then, from hence reverse thy face toward the rising 
of the sun and take thy steps over the unploughed fields ; 
and thou wilt come unto the Nomad Scythians, who dwell 
lifted up in wicker houses on wheeled caravans, accoutred 
with far-shooting bows. These thou must not approach, 
but keep thy footsteps close beside the thundering sea- 
beaches and so pass out of the country. And on the left 740 
hand dwell the iron-workers, Chalybes, whom also thou 
must avoid, for they are savage and not fit for strangers to 
approach, and thou wilt come unto a river Violent,^ not 
falsely named, which cross thou not, for it is not easy to 
ford, until thou come to Caucasus himself, the loftiest 
among mountains, where there is a river that jets out 

' V. 743 fileis S' iPpuTT^v irara/iby MSS., 'a violent river,' as 
iPpiffriiv Hvifiov Hesiod Theog. 308, t$ iroraii^ tovto i^piffavri Hdt. 
i. 189. The scholiast says that the Araxes is meant, rhy 'Apd^i)v, -iraph 
rh apdfffffty Kal ^xeic Tct Kv/iara airov, 'The Araxes, from apaaaav,^ — 
which, normally, should mean that the word in the text is derived from 
apiaanv : e.g. Theb. 195 opx"'" iSaaiKmi, iiapa tV apxh", C/^o. 445 
S^epKTos] icoT(4KA.e<irToj, iropct r)]v itpKTliv. No difficulty would have 
been found if the text had been 

" 5i|eis 5' 'hpoKT^v iroTanhv oi '^svSdvvnov : 
and one may conceive this being glossed with v0pi<rri]v, for under the 
title iPpiffriis Pollux viii. 75-7 gives i-irdraiiy, ^yify, iipa^ey and iraiay, 
vardirvay, hpicaay. 
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fiercely from his very forehead : his star-neighbouring peaks 
thou must surmount and enter on the path of the meridian, 
where thou wilt reach the army of the Amazons, abhor- 
ring men, who one day shall inhabit Themiskyra beside 750 
Thermodon, where is the rugged jaw of Salmydessus in 
the sea, ill-welcomer of mariners, the stepmother of ships : 
they shall bring thee on thy way most willingly ; and right ^ 
against the narrow entrance of the Lake thou wilt come to 
the Cimmerian isthmus, which thou must leave, and with 
a stout courage pass through the channel of Maeotis : and 
there shall be for ever among men great mention of thy 
passage and it shall be called after thee the Bosporus. And 
then leaving the land of Europe thou wilt reach the 760 
continent of Asia. — Are ye satisfied that the new Sovereign 
of the Gods is violent and tyrannical in everything alike ? 
A God, desiring to have converse with a mortal womao — 
thus it is that he hath inflicted all these wanderings upon 
her. It is a rueful suitor for thy marriage thou hast found, 
poor maiden ! for the narrative that thou hast heard just 
now thou must not think is- even in the prologue. 

(lo utters cries of despair^ 

Prom. Ah, thou art crying now and making moari, — 
what wilt thou do, I wonder, when thou hearest the 770 
remainder ? 

Chor. Why, hast thoU a remainder still to tell her ? 

Prom. Ay, a tempestuous sea of ruinous distress. 

lo. What profit then is life to me ? Why not hurl myself 
at once from this rough crag, to plunge upon the ground 
and so be rid of all my troubles ? Better to die once for 
all than all one's days to suffer misery ! ' 

Prom. Ah, ill indeed wouldst thou endure my trials, for 
whom death is not designed by Fate — that would have been 780 



PROMETHEUS BOUND 2^ 

release from my afflictions ; but now there is no term 
appointed me until Zeus be cast out from his sovereignty. 

lo. Why, is it written that Zeus must be dethroned ? 

Prom. You would be glad, I dare say, to see that happen ? 

lo. How should I not, when I am suffering ill from Zeus ? . 

Prom. Well, then, you may understand that so it is.^ '^ 

lo. By whose means shall he be robbed of his imperial 
sceptre ? 

Prom. By means of his own empty-headed counsels. 

/(?.' In what manner"? tell me, if there is no harm. 

Prom. He means to make a marriage that he shall one 790 
day rue. 

lo. Of divine seed or human? If it may be told, 
explain. 

Prom. Why ask the nature of it ? This is not to be made, 
known. 

lo. Is it by his wife that he is to be dispossessed ? 

Prom. Ay, she will bear a son who Shall excel his father. 

lo. Is there no averting of the peril ? 

Prom. No — except / might, if I were released. 

lo. Who then is to release thee in despite of Zeus ? 

Prom. It is to be one of thine own offspring. 

lo. How sayest thou ! My son shall set thee free ? 

Prom. Ay, the third in generation added to ten others. 800 

lo. That utterance is no longer comprehensible. 

Prom. No, and seek not to inquire thine own fate either. 

lo. Do not hold out a boon and then withdraw it. 

Prom. I will present thee with one or other of two secrets. 

lo. What? Show me what they are, and offer me the 
choice. 

Prom. I will; choose, whether I shall explain to thee 
the remainder of thy toils, or my deliverer. 

' w. 786 &>s roivov SyTav rScSe /luvSdveiv tcipa was the reading of M. 
before alteration (Sikes and Willson), and is certainly right. 
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Chor. Be pleased to bestow one of these favours upon 
her and one on me ; declare to her the remainder of her 810 
wanderings and to me thy deliverer, and refuse us not the 
telling. 1 

Prom. Since ye are bent upon it, I will not oppose you 
or refrain from telling all that ye desire. 

First, lo, I will show to thee thy long-tossed wandering, 
which do thou inscribe on the memorial tables of thy mind. 

After thou hast crossed the stream which is the bourne 
of the two continents, towards the fiery Sun-trod Orient,^ 
passing the swelling surge of the sea, until thou reach the 
Gorgon Plains of Kisthene, where dwell the Daughters of 
Phorcys, ancient of days, three, of swan fashion, with one 820 
eye in common, and with one tooth only — upon whom the 
sun looks never with his. rays, neither the moon by night. 
And near them are there sisters three, covered with wings 
and fleeced with serpents, horrible to human kind, whom 
no man born shall look upon and still draw breath. 

Such is the nature of the opening scene * ; now listen to 
another uncouth spectacle: There are the sharp-mouthed 
eagle-barking hounds of Zeus, the Gryphons, that you must 
beware of, and the one-eyed host of Arimaspians, mounted 830 
upon horses, who inhabit by the golden-flowing stream of 
Pluto : these thou must not go nigh. And at the far end 
of the earth * thou wilt arrive at the black tribe that dwell 
near to the sources of the Sun, where is the river Ethiop. 
Along his banks proceed thou until thou reach the falling 
Cataract, where from the Byblus Mountains Nile sends forth 
his worshipped river of sweet water. 

He shall guide thee on thy way to his three-angled land 

' There may be a lacuna here. 

' V. 827 : reading tppoi/uav (Wakefield) ; cf. 767. 

* riiKovphy Sh yijs Elmsley, 
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Nilotic; and there it is destined for thee, lo, and thy 
children to plant thy far-off colony. 

Herein if there be ought obscure and hard to understand, 
you may repeat again and learn it clearly ; I have leisure ^^^ 
at my disposal more than I desire. 

CAor. If there be anything remaining or omitted in her 
lost wild ^ wandering that thou hast yet to show to her, then 
say on ; but if thou hast told all, now grant the boon we 
ask for ; thou rememberest, doubtless. 

Prom. She hath now heard the whole conclusion of her 
journey ; but that she may be assured that what she has 850 
heard from me is not idle tale, I will rehearse the labours 
she has gone through before coming here, and give this 
for a warrant of my story. — Well, the great bulk of the 
narrative I will omit, and come to the conclusion of her 
wanderings. 

After thou hadst come to the Molossian plains and the 
steep ridges of Dodona, where there is an oracle and seat of 
Zeus Thesprotian, and that prodigy incredible, the Talking 
Oaks, — by whom thou distinctly and in no ambiguous 
terms wast hailed as she that was to be the spouse of Zeus 860 
— doth any touch in this appeal to thee?^ — Thence in a 
frenzy thou didst rush upon the path along the shore to the 
great Gulf of Rhea, whende I see thee driven by a storm 
and beaten back upon thy course ; — and for ensuing time 
hereafter the sea-bay, be well assured, shall be called 
Ionian, for a memorial of thy passage unto all mankind. 

This a sign of my intelligence, to show that it discerneth 
more than what is visible.— The rest I will declare to you 870 
[the Chorus) and her in common, picking up again the 
thread of my discourse. 

There is a city called Canobus at the far end of the 

■ V. 846 ira^vipeSpov : see note on w. 660. 

' V. 861 irpocr(rati/ei : see my note on vpoffyeK^, Eumen. 853. 
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country, at the very mouth and silted bank of Nile; and 
there it is that Zeus is to restore thee to thy senses by the 
mere laying on of his undreadful hand and by its touch 
alone. 

And after the manner of his engendering shall be named 
a son that thou shalt bear, the swarthy Epaphi^s, who shall 
possess all the land that is watered by the broad stream of 
the Nile. And fifth in descent from him a generation of 
fifty children shall return again, not of their will, to Argos 880 
— a female generation, flying from kindred marriage with 
their cousins ; they, with hearts excited, hawks in chase of 
doves and close behind them, shall arrive there in pursuit 
of marriage wrongful to pursue. But God shall grudge 
possession of their bodies, and the Pelasgian land shall 
give them welcome, the men being slain in woman- 
battle with bold daring in the watches of the night : — for 
each wedded woman shall take her husband's life by 
plunging a two-edged sword into his throat — may wedded 
love like that befall my enemies 1 — But one among these 890 
daughters shall be charmed by love's desire to spare her 
bedfellow; the edge of her resolve shall be abated, and 
between two evils she shall choose the name of coward 
rather than of murderess. She shall give birth in Argos to 
a royal race. It would require a long discourse to go 
through all this thoroughly, — the sum, however, is that from 
this seed there shall be born an offspring bold and famous 
in the bow, who shall deliver me from my distress.^ 

^ V. 897 : reading with Wecklein : 

(Tiropas 76 /iV iK T^ffSe ^iffirai Bpairbs 

or 81 Hi T&v Ttdvav. This theory accounts well for the many variations » 
which the MSS. play upon the words is ■r6v<iiv ix ravS' ifii, some 
omitting iK. I note that a choliambic inscription, Kaibel Epigr. 
549, begins it K\(ivhs his $a(rt\4ay 'Apl(affiros, and Heracles is called 
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This is the oracle that was expounded to me by my 
ancient Mother, Titan Themis ; but the manner and the 900 
means would take long to say, and thou wilt not gain 
anything from hearing it. 

lo. Eleleu! 

Again convulsion is coming over me and brain-struck 
fits of madness that inflame ; the sting is fretting me as with \ 
a red-hot point ; ^ my heart in terror is kicking at my ribs, 
my eyes are rolling wildly in a whirl ; I am swept out of the 
course ^ by frenzy's violent wind ; my tongue is masterless, 910 
and thick and turbid wotds come dashing all at random 
against waves of horrible affliction ! [Exit. 

Chor. O wise, O wise was he that first well weighed tfiaF 
saying in his mind and made it current for a proverb with 
his tongue, — that to make a match according to one's own 
condition is the best by far, and that neither among them 
that are made proud and delicate by wealth nor them that 
magnify themselves with birth should a man that is a 920 
handicraftsman be enamoured to seek marriage. 

Never, never, O ye^ . . . . Fates, may ye behold me 
made a partner in the couch of Zeus, neither may I be 
wedded to any spouse among the host of Heaven ! For I 
am sore afraid when I behold the man-rejecting maidenhood 

Albs Xvis in Eur. Andr. 781 ; and one may conceive him being called 
dpaahs Tofrf/cAuTos vUs in Epic. 

The alternative is to read with Sikes and Willson a-iripos for a-Topas, 
'from this ancestress there shall be bom an offspring bold.' This gives 
a more attractive rhythm, and the MSS, variations might possibly be 
accounted for by tSvS' hs ix ir6vav ixe. 

^ Compare Agam. 1255, 1214, 984. 

° As a ship. 

' An epithet has been omitted in the text. The loss would be 
accounted for by 

/i^ iroTf, /i^ wore /*' 3 
Vlotfai <T(\e(rTfipm> 
'efFecters of fulfilment.' 
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of lo in such tribulation from the toilsome wanderings of 930 
Hera's task. 

For me, when equal, marriage hath no terrors ; but may 
the kind I fear, the love of greater Powers, never cast its 
fatal eye upon me ! ^ That is a war unwarrable, a source of 
all resourcelessness — I cannot tell what I should turn into,^ 
because I cannot see any means by which I could escape the 
design of Zeus. 

Prom. Ah, nevertheless, although his pride be obstinate,' 
Zeus verily shall yet be humble, seeing what a marriage he 940 
is preparing to make, that shall oust him from his throne 
and sovereignty into nothingness : and then the curse of his 
father Cronos shall be accomplished to the full, the curse he 
imprecated when he was being cast out from his ancient 
throne : that shall be his affliction, and averting of it there 
is no God in Heaven that can show him except me : / know, 
and know the manner. 

Now, therefore, let him sit there bravely, trusting in his 
loud noises up aloft, and brandishing in his hands his 
weapon that breathes fire ! for all that shall serve him 950 
nothing to prevent his being cast out ignominiously with a 
fall intolerable ; so strong a wrestler he is now preparing for 
his own antagonist, a fell portentous adversary, one that 

' &. 931 : reading: 

i)t.o\ 8' (hvirt) fihr S/naXhs S ydiios 
&<po^os' tv Se SeSia, /t^ Tt Kpntrtrivtov 
efus &<pvicTov 6iina irpotrSpcEicai /xc, 
See\ihs Journal of Philology, 1907, p. 314, 

^ ouS' ^x™ '■(y %v yevol/iau : I take this to Jje like the phrases 
iravroios or iravriSairos yiviadai, ' to try all shifts?' (Hdt. iii. 24, vii. 10, 
ix. 109 ; Lucian i. 42 ; Dion Chrys. i. 164 ; A^ill. Tat, ii. 29, iii. 23, 
vii. l) ; at least 'I cannot tell what would become of me' should be, in 
classical Greek, ri hv ytvolivqi/ — e.g. Theb. 284, -ri yhapiai ; 

' Kalirep aiBdSri <t>pov&v : there is a v.l. ippei>uv, and this led to 
aiedSris <Ppivciv which M has, and which is not Greek. 
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shall find out a flame superior to the lightning, and a noise 
more powerful to out-din the thunder, and that sea-dis- 
temper, that earth-shaking plague, the trident, weapon of 
Poseidon, he shall scatter : — and then, wrecked upon this 
evil, Zeus shall learn the difference between rule and 
servitude ! 

Cfior. 'Tis what you wish that you vociferate so loudly 960 
against Zeus. 

Prom. What shall be done, and also what I wish. 

Chor. And may one really look for Zeus to find a 
master ? 

Prom. Ay, and he shall have a yoke upon his neck still 
heavier than this ! 

Chor. How is it thou art not afraid to fling such words ? 

Prom. What should I fear, when death is not my 
destiny ? 

Chor. But he might give thee a task still more painful. 

Prom. Then let him do it ! I am prepared for everything. 

Char. They are wise that do obeisance to Adrasteia. 

Prom. Worship, adore, still court the one in power ! For 
Zeus I do not care so much as — nothing I Let him^ do his 970 
will and hold his power for this little space, for he shall not 
be long the King of Heaven ! But stay : — yonder there I 
see his runner, our new imperial lord and master's lackey : he 
must have come with news to bring. \Enter Hermes. 

Hermes. Thou there, the clever wit, thou bitter one to all 
extremes, thou thg,t hast sinned against the Gods by giving 
dignities to mortal creatures, thou, the thief of Fire ! The 
Father commands thee to say what is this marriage that 
thou talkest of, by which he is to be cast out from his 980 
power : — and see too that thou tell it in no riddling fashion 
but explain with each particular, and do not give me the 
trouble of two journeys, Prometheus ; thou seest that Zeus 
is not softened by such manners. 

3 
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Prom. Haughty indeed and full of lofty spirit for an 
underling of the Gods ! Your power is young, is young, 
and you suppose the towers you dwell in to be scatheless : 
Have I not seen from those same towers a brace of 
sovereigns cast out ? And I shall see a third, this present 990 
King, with shamefuUest fall and quickest. Dost thou 
imagine that I quail and cower before these new Gods? 
I am far — the whole way — from it ! Get thee back again, 
trudge the road thou earnest by, for thou shalt be told 
nothing that thou inquirest of. 

Hermes. Well, it was by just such headstrong wilfulness 
before that thou didst land thyself^ in this disaster. 

Profn. Be very sure, I would not exchange my mis- 
fortunes for thy servitude. 

Hermes. Better, I suppose, to be in service to this rock looo 
than to be the trusted messenger of Father Zeus. 

Prom. That is the right way for insolence to be insulting.^ 

Hermes. It seems that thou exultest in thy sufferings. 

Prom. Exult ! may I behold my enemies exulting in this 
way — and thee among them. 

Hermes. Why, dost thou count ms to blame for what has 
happened to thee ? 

Prom. In one word, I hate all the Gods that have had 
good done to them and treat me ill unjustly. 

Hermes. Thou art brain-sick, mine ears tell me, in no 
slight degree. 

Prom. I am content to be so, if it be brain-sickness to 1010 
hate one's enemies ! 

Hermes. Thou wouldst be quite insufferable in prosperity. "> 

' V. 997 Karoipuras Hermann. The variants are the result of a gloss 
KaBdpjuffas or KaOip/iTiiras, for 6pnl<rai {Sp/irjirai) was the regular word 
by which oipltrai and its compounds were explained. 

" Others take it to mean 'That is how one ought to insult the 
insolent,' — the proper way for me to behave toward such as you. 
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Prom. Alas ! 

Hermes. That is an expression Zeus is not acquainted 
with. 

Prom. But in his ageing course Time teaches everything. 

Hermes. Yet thou hast not yet learnt wise-mindedness. 

Prom. No, else I would not have spoken to an underling 
like thee. 

Hermes. It seems that thou wilt not say anything that 
the Father wishes. 

I^om. Well, if I were indebted to him I would repay. 

Hermes. Thou mockest me as if I were a mere child. 

Prom. Why art thou not a child and still more foolish, 
if thou expectest to learn anything from me ? There is no 1020 
torture or contrivance by which Zeus shall impel my lips 
to utter it, until my galling bondage be undone. So let 
the sooty flame be hurled upon me, and with white feathery 
snow and earthquake-thunderings let him make ruin and 
confusion of the world ! For nought of this shall bend my 
will to tell by whose hand he is to be dispossessed. 

Hermes. Consider now whether this seem profitable to thee. 

Prom. It has been considered and determined long ago. 1030 

Hermes. Find heart, thou foolish one, find heart at 
length in face of these calamities to be right-minded. 

Prom. Thou art but vexing me in vain, like a wave,^ with 
thine exhorting ; let it never enter thy head that I will be 
afraid before the will of Zeus, and grow effeminate and 
humbly supplicate my greatest detestation with womanish 
outspreadings of my palms to release me from this bondage ! 
I am as far as can be from it. 

Hermes. It seems that all my words will but be said in 

' V. 1033 oxAeis liiriiv fie KVfi oirias jrapriyopZv, ' I am firm as a rock.' 
Anacreon Jra^. 90 /ii/S' fio-re kv/co ir6vTiov \d\a(e, Proverb alyiaX^ 
\a\iTs. They came also to say 'deaf as a wave,' probably through 
Kv/ia in the proverbial phrase being taken as a nominative. 
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vain,i for thou art not melted or softened by my entreaties, 104C 
but dost take the bit in thy teeth, like a colt new to harness, 
and plunge violently and fight against the reins. Yet it is 
but a weak conceit that thou dost ground thy force upon, 
for mere self-will in one that is not well advised is by itself 
as weak as anything. 

Consider now, if thou refuse consent to my persuasion, 
what a storm and huge wave of calamity will come upon 
thee : — first, this rocky gorge my Father with his thunder 
and the lightning-flame will rend to pieces, and thy body 1050 
will conceal, and the embrace of rock shall fondle thee. 
And when thou hast completed a long space of time, thou 
shalt return back to the light again, and then, look you, 
there shall come the winged hound of Zeus, the blood-red 
eagle, and shall ravenously disjoint thy body into one great 
rag, a banqueter coming uninvited every day,^ and shall 
make his feast upon the dark meat of thy liver. 

This shall be thy punishment, whereof thou must expect 
no term, until some God arise to take thy pains upon him, 
and consent to pass into the unillumined house of Death, 1060 
and the black nether pit of Tartarus. 

Therefore take counsel, because this declaration is not 
fabricated but most absolute verity;* for the lips of God 

' V. 1039 iroWi, Ktt! iidrriv go together, as in Eum. 144, Dio Cass, 
xlvi. 26 iroW^ 7oB>» ical fmrnv 6\aKTeTs, Soph. Ani, 1252, O.C. 1565 
iroWav y^p tcv Kal /idrTjv trTjudrtev, 

^ irayiiiifpos, or ' for the whole day.' 

' V. 1062 : reading with Hartung : 

&s 3S' oil neirKafffifvos 
S Kiffiiros, iwh, Koi Xlav ^t^tu/ioi. 
The MSB. give liWvi koI \lay elprinei'os, which is impossible ; to make 
sense we should require &\\ii koX \lav ci\i)S£; (lpi\fi.ivos, e.g. Dinarchus 
i. 75 oil yb^p ^(vSis isTiv, aWh. koi xlav kX^eis, Antiphon 123. 15 
ov yb,p i,<pavi\s, ttKKb, koL \lai> <t>avtp6s, Lucian iii. 586, Tliemistius 170, 
Eustath. 459. The opposite of ■imr\a(Tixivos is not ' spoken ' but ' irue,' 
Plat. Xep. 485 E, Tim. 26 E, etc. 
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know not how to speak falsehood, but will bring every 
syllable to pass. Therefore take thought, and never reckon 
obstinacy better than wise counsel. 

Chor. To us what Hermes says seems n«t amiss ; he 
urges thee to abandon Obstinacy and seek that Counsel 1070 
that is wise. O yield ! it is discreditable for the wise 
to err. 

Prom. I knew the message that this fellow hath so 
loudly noised upon me, but to suffer ill entreatment from 
one's enemy is no humiliation. So let be hurled upon me 
the forked ringlet of his fire and let the sky be set a- 
quivering with thunder and convulsion of the furious winds ; 
let the blast sway the earth by the roots from her founda- 
tions, and the wave of the sea with roughest surge and the ]08G 
courses of the stars in heaven confound together, and let 
him hurl my body into the bottomless pit of Tartarus with 
the circling whirl of stern Necessity : to death, at all events, 
he never shall put me ! 

Hermes. These are the very thoughts and speeches of the 
brain-struck! How does it come short of stark insanity, 
this prayer of his ? What abatement is there in his mad- 1090 
ness ? — Ye, however, at any rate, that are condoling in his 
tribulations, retire somewhere speedily from these regions, 
lest the harsh bellowing of the thunder strike your senses 
silly. 

Chor. Give me some other words and exhortation, that 
you are likely to persuade me with ! for you do not surely 
imagine that this sweeping speech of yours is tolerable ! 1 

' V. 1097 : 

ov ycip S-fiirov 

Tovri 76 T\7lThv irapecrvpas ^iros ' 

irapea-etpas (vap-etr-dpas) might be thought of ; cf. elpu, trwitpw, Sieipa, 

iraptipa, itapiVilpui, 'get in edgeways,' 'interject,' 'insinuate': but 

vapagvpai was especially used of orators who carry their audience away 

in an overwhelming flood of eloquence (Pollux iv. 21 and vi. 147, 
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How can you dream of urging me to practise cowardice ? 
I am content to share with him whatever Fate may have in lion 
store j for I have learnt to abhor traitors, and there is no 
vice that I have greater loathing for than this ! 

Hermes. Well, remember my warning, and when taken 
by the snaring hand of Ate, do not then blame Fortune ; 
never say that it was Zeus who cast you into trouble 
unforeseen ; nay, blame yourselves, for it is with knowledge liic 
and with no sudden surprise that ye will be entangled in 
the inextricable Net of Ate by your folly. \Exit. 

Prom. Ah now in deed, in word no more, the earth is 
rocked and the subterranean sound of thunder is booming 
at my side,' the fiery streaks of lightning flashing out, and 
whirlwinds rolling up the eddying dust; the blasts of all 
the winds leap wildly and display contention setting contrary 1120 
against each other, and the sky is confounded with the 
sea: so dire the rushing onset that proceeds from Zeus 
against me manifestly, working terror. O thou holy one, 
my Mother, O thou Sky, revolving the common light of all 
the world, beholdest thou the injustice I am suffering ? ^ 

Longinus 32. 4 and 33. 5) ; and I think that Aeschylus, slightly varying 
the phrase of daily life, is making the Chorus sneer at Hermes as the 
irresistible Orator. 

^ Or TTcpi/tuKaTai, ' booming all around.' 

^ ■ni.axiit ends his last speech as it does his first ; the sequel showed 
the working of the new law irciSei iiAioi. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONjE 

Chorus of Persian Elders. 

Atossa, the Queen-Mother. 

Xerxes. 

Ghost of Dareios. 

A Messenger. 



THE PERSIANS. 



Scene : The palace of Xerxes at Susa. 

Time : The forenoon after the nocturnal vision of Atossa 
(». i"82 sqq.). 

The Chorus, assembled in front of the palace (». 144), give 
voice~to their anxiety concerning the fate of the armada sent 
against~Greece. 

Chorus. Behold in us the 'Trusty' remnant — as our 
name declares — of the Persians who are gone to the land of 
Hellas, and guardians of the opulent palace rich in gold ; 
whom king Xerxes, prince of Dareios' line, did himself 
select for our ripe years to watch over his country. 

Now as to the return of our king and of his army rich in 
gold, my soul within me is at this present time disturbed, 10 
presaging disaster. For all the strength of the Asian nation 
is gone abroad, and murmurs at having a new king,i and 
neither any messenger nor any horseman arrives at the city 
of the Persians who left Susa and went forth, and Ecbatana, 
and the ancient Cissian stronghold, some on horseback, 
some on shipboard, or as infantry forming close ranks 20 
of war. 

V. 784. Cf. also m). 746 and 854 sqq. 
41 
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Amistres, for instance, and Artaphrenes speed forth, and 
Megabates and Astaspes, Persian leaders ; kings subject to 
the Great King, overseers of a mighty host, masters of the 
bow and steed, terrible to look on and deadly in combat, in 
full confidence of spirit.^ Artembares too, who delights 
in horsemanship, and Masistres, and doughty Imaeus, 30 
master of- the bow, and Pharandakes, and Sosthanes driver 
of steeds. Others did the great and fertilising river Nile 
send forth; Susiskan'es was there, Pegastagon of Egyptian 
family, and the prince of sacred Memphis, mighty Arsames, 
and Ariomardos, governor of ancient Thebes ; and inhabi- 
tants of a marshy region — rowers of ships — skilful, and in 40 
multitude innumerable. And a crowd of soft-living Lydians, 
who keep in subjection a nation entirely land-faring, goes 
with them, whom Metrogathes and valiant Arcteus, ruling 
princes, and Sardis rich in gold send out, borne in many 
chariots, in two-shafted ranks and in three-shafted ranks, 
a sight terrible to see. Set too are the borderers on sacred 
Tmolus on casting the yoke of servitude about Hellas, — 50 
Mardon, Tharybis, anvils of the spear, and men of Mysia 
whose weapon is the javelin. Babylon too, the rich in gold, 
sends a mixed multitude in long array, some carried on 
ships, some trusting in their courage to draw the bow. 
And the scimitar-armed peoples of all Asia go with them, 
under the dread mandates of the king. So fair a flower of 
men of the Persian land is gone from it, in respect of whom 60 
all the country of Asia which reared them is constrained 
with vehement longing; and parents and wives, as they 
count the days, tremble at the lengthening out of time. 

The army of the king, which makes havoc of cities, by 
now has passed to the neighbouring land beyond the narrow 
sea, having crossed the strait of Helle daughter of iAthamas 

1 eirA Vo"' (which som'; MSS. have). C£ Simonides «/. 4b eiiri\fiif 
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on a cable-fastened pontoon-bridge, by casting a riveted 70 
causeway as a yoke upon the neck of Ocean. 

Against a whole continent does the fiery leader of populous 
Asia direct his wondrous flock of men, in two divisions, with 
land-forces and on sea, putting his trust in his stalwart sturdy 
commanders — a being like unto the gods, of a race sprung 80 
from gold. 

And flashing from his eyes the dark glance of a deadly 
python, with many a warrior and many a sailor, and urging 
forward his Syrian chariot, he is bringing against a people 
famous for the spear a nation in arms whose pride is 
the bow. 

There is no one of such proved puissance as to with- 
stand the mighty torrent of men, and with secure defences 90 
keep back the resistless tide ; for the Persian army cannot 
be faced, and stout-hearted are their people. 

But the beguiling Illusion of a god what mortal man 
shall escape ? Who is he that with agile foot is master of 
an easy leap [over the net] ? 

Aye, for fawning at first upon him, as though with kind 
intent,^ it leads a man astray into the toils of Calamity, 100 
whence it is not possible for a mortal to escape and flee. 

For by the gods' will since long ago Fate has been 
dominant, and has laid it upon the Persians to pursue wars 
that demolish towers, and shocks of cavalry in action, and 
destructions of cities. 110 

Also they learned, putting trust in the slight structure of 
tackling and in contrivances for carrying men [over the 
waters], to look upon the ocean plain of the broad sea when 
it whitens beneath the furious blast. 

Therefore my soul, shrouded in gloom, is racked with 
dread (Ah ! Ah !) for this Persian expedition, fearing lest 120 

^ Cf. Agam. "jTla and 1227. So Plutarch Them. 29 oh fiAjV kKKh. 
. .. vpoireiTfin' 0i\o^p(!>'«s(' with an appearance of cordiality'). 
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the state may learn that the great city of the Susian district 
is made desolate of men, and the Cissians' town, as a crowd 
of women utter this cry Ah ! Ah !, may echo back the strain, 
arid lest rending may fall on linen garments. 

For all the host, driving steeds or tramping over tjie 130 
plaint is gone forth, like bees in a swarm, together with the 
captain-general of the expedition ; having crossed over the 
projecting arm of the sea,^ now bridged over, which is 
common to both continents. 

Add by reason of yearning for absent warriors couches 
are filled with weeping ; and Persian wives, indulging their 
grief,^ each one of them, having sent away [to the war] her 
gallant armed consort, is left solitary. 140 

But come, Persians, let us seat ourselves beneath the 
shade of this ancient palace and take good counsel from 
the depths of thought (and need there is for it), as to how 
haply fares Xerxes our king of D,areios' line, of the race of 
[Perseus] our common ancestor — whether it is the drawing 
of the bow that conquers, or has the power of the pointed 150 
spear the mastery ? But here is hasting forth an effulgence 
like to the eyes of gods, the Mother of the King, my 
Queen ; I prostrate myself before her. And fitting also is 
it that we all address her in words of salutation. 

{Enter Atossa in a chariot, see v. 610.) 

Queen supreme of Persia's deep-girt women, venerable 
mother of Xerxes, wife to Dareios, hail ! Consort wert thou 
of the Persian's god ; and mother art thou of a god — unless 
its ancient happy fortune is now departed from the host. 16O 

Atossa. In just that fear did I leave the gold-appointed 
palace and the bridal-chamber which I shared with Dareios 

1 The Hellespont ; see o. 882. Compare Eur. Iph. Aul. 120. 
"^ aPpoTfi/SiTs restored by Paley, Cf, afip6yaoi v. 544. 
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and now come hither. My thoughts are racking my heart ; 
and to you, my friends, will I tell my tale, being by no means 
without misgiving about myself, in dread lest great Good 
Fortune,! raising over the earth the dust [of a military ' 
advance], shall have overturned with its foot the [fabric of] 
Prosperity which Dareios reared not unaided by some god. 
Therefore is there a twofold anxious thought, inexpressible, 
in my mind — not to honour with reverence a mass of riches 
lacking men ; and again, that light shines not equal to their 
strength on men lacking wealth. Our wealth, indeed, is 170 
beyond cavil, but there is alarm concerning our eye — for I 
hold the master's presence to be the eye of the palace — 
wherefore, Persians, since these things are so, lend me, ye 
aged Trusty ones, your counsel. For in my case all sound 
resolutions are dependent upon you. 

Chorus. Be well assured, Queen of this land, not twice 
hast thou to indicate either word or deed [to us] respecting 
matters in which Power is wont to lead the way ; for loyal 
to thy interests are we whom thou summonest as counsellors 
in these affairs. 

Atossa. By many a dream in the night-time have I been 
haunted ever since my son, having fitted out an armada, 180 
went hence with design to ravage the lonians' land. But 
never saw I aught so clear as in the night just passed — and 
I will tell it to thee. There seemed to appear before me 
two women in fair attire, one apparelled in Persian raiment, 
the other in Dorian, the twain pre-eminent in stature beyond 
those living now, flawless in beauty, and sisters of the same 
family. The country they inhabited was in the case of one 
sister, Hellas — she having acquired it by lot — in the case 
of the other, barbarian soil. These twain, as I thought 190 

^ Sai/iav Heimsoeth ; see v. 727. Cf. Agam. 392-3, and 993 (itiJt/uos). 
The active verb in this image is used on the same principle as v. 828 
{fiK^av iicxen), SIO (airef>fii)|ei'), 320 (i/te^/Saiv). 
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I perceived, were pursuing a quarrel one with the other; 
and my son, having become aware of it, was seeking to 
check and to pacify them, and yokes the pair to a chariot 
and places harness over their necks. And one of them 
towered loftily in these trappings, and kept her mouth 
tractable in the reins ; but the other began to plunge, and 
with her hands tears in pieces the harness of the chariot, 
and drags it furiously along with her, heeding not the bit, 
and snaps the yoke asunder. Then falls my son, and his 200 
father Dareios stands beside commiserating" him. And 
Xerxes, when he perceives him, rends his robes around 
his body. 

These things I tell you I beheld in the night ; but when 
I had arisen, and touched with my hands the fair waters of 
a spring, I took my station at an altar with incense in my 
hand, intending to offer a sacred mixture to the divinities 
who avert evil, for whom these ceremonies are proper. 
But I see an eagle fleeing for refuge to the altar of Phoebus, 
— and from terror I stood speechless, my friends, — and 
after that I see a hawk rushing with outstretched wings 
upon him, and with his talons plucking at his head ; and 210 
the eagle did nothing but cower down and yield his body. 
This was terrifying for me to see, and so it is for you to 
hear. For know ye well that my son, should he be success- 
ful, would be regarded with awe, and supposing he should 
not be successful, — he^ cannot be called to account by the 
state, and if he escapes alive, he is, in any event, the ruler 
of this land. 

Chorus. We desire not, O Mother, either to alarm thee 
unduly by our words, or unduly to raise thy hopes ; but if 
thou didst see anything sinister, thou shouldst supplicate 220 
the gods with prayer, and beseech diversion of these evils, 

' She alters the conclusion of her sentence, wishing to dispel in 
advance ideas which might be suggested by icaKws Se vfi^as. 
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and that all good things may be fulfilled for thyself and thy 
children and for the city and for all thy friends. And in 
the second place it is proper that thou pour a libation to 
the earth and to the dead ; and in propitiatory wise do thou 
ask this boon of thy spouse Dareios, whom thou declarest 
thou, didst see by night, — to send good things for thee and 
for thy son to the light of day from beneath the earth ; and 
[ask that] the reverse of this, detained below the earth, 
may fade away in darkness. Thus I advise thee with 
kindly intent, guided only by the promptings of my mind. 
And our interpretation is that in all ways a good issue will 
be brought to pass for thee in this matter. 

Atossa. With kind intent, I know, to my son and to 
my house, didst thou, the first interpreter of these visions, 230 
determine thus their import. May what is good come to 
pass. And all these things, as thou dost enjoin, will I per- 
form for the gods and for those dear to me beneath the 
earth when I have gone into the palace. But now on the 
following points, my friends, I wish to be exactly informed ; — 
In what part of the world do they say Athens is situated ? 

Chorus. Far hence towards the west, where are the waning 
fires 1 of our Lord the Sun. 

Atossa. Was then my son so eager to make this city his 
prey ? 

Chorus. Yes, for thus would all Hellas become subject 
to the Great King. 

Atossa. Is theirs an army with so full a complement of men? 

Chorus. Aye, and an army of such quality as once 
wrought havoc on the Medes. 

Atossa. And what else have they besides? Is there 
suf35cing wealth in their homes ? 240 

Chorus. They have of silver, as one might say, a spring ; 
a treasury in the earth. 

' 4>eivd(riiairiv Pauw. 
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Atossa. Is the arrow-point drawn by the bow to be seen 
in their hands ? 

Chorus. Not at all. They have spears for close fighting, 
and harness for the shield. 

Mossa. Who is over them as master, and dominates the 
host? 

Chorus. To no man are they reckoned slaves or in 
subjection. 

Atossa. How then shall they abide the coming of a foe ? 

Chorus. So [stoutly] that they destroyed a large and 
goodly army of Dareios. 

Atossa. Terrible, truly, are thy words for the parents of 
those who have gone forth to reflect upon. 

Chorus. Stay, thou wilt soon, as I think, know all for 
certain; for the [fashion of] running of this man coming 
is plain to recognise as Persian ; and he brings clear tidings 
of something, be it good or ill. 250 

{Enter Messenger.) 

Messenger. O ye cities of all Asia! O land of Persia, 
and mighty haven of wealth, how at a single stroke is all 
your great prosperity destroyed, and the flower of the 
Persians fallen and gone ! Alas ! a thankless office it is to 
be the first to bring tidings of disaster ; yet needs must I 
unfold all that has happened to the Persians. The whole 
barbarian host has perished. 

Chorus. Grievous, grievous disaster, all unexpected, and 260 
miserable ! Alas, Persians, bathe your eyes in tears, now 
that of this disaster ye hear. 

Messenger. Yes, [hearing] that all with them is quite 
destroyed, and that I myself behold the day of my return 
beyond my expectation. 

Chorus, Too long indeed, as I may say, life doth now 
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appear to us old men, that we should hear of this un- 
expected calamity. 

Messenger. And, look you, Persians, I being present then 
can tell you, not from hearing others' talk, what evil fate 
was dealt out, 270 

Chorus. Woe is me ! In vain did the mingled multitude 
of shafts go from the land of Asia against an enemy's 
country — the land of Hellas. 

Messenger. The shores of Salamis, and every neighbour- 
ing place, are full of dead, who perished in evil case.^ 

Chorus. Woe is me ! Thy words imply that the bodies 
of those dear to us are drifting, lifeless, sea-beaten, water- 
logged, on the tides as they ebb and flow.^ 280 

Messenger. Yes, for our bows availed nought, and our 
whole host has perished, beaten down by charges amidships 
of [the enemy's] vessels. 

Chorus. Wail aloud for the luckless Persians a cry of woe 
with mournful sound, for their utter misfortune. Alas for 
the destruction of the host ! 

Messenger. O name of Salamis, most hateful to our ears ! 
Alas ! how I groan when I remember Athens ! 

Chorus. Aye, hateful is Athens to her foes. Well may 290 
you call to mind how many Persian women she made widows 
and husbandless, with nought for us to set down as gain. 

Atossa. Long have I kept silence in my misery, shocked 
at the ills which have befallen us ; for this sad event is too 
great for me to speak of, or inquire the details. Neverthe- 
less mortals must endure afflictions when the gods award 
them. Do thou compose thyself, and, unfolding all that 
happened, even though thou groanest at the evil of it, speak 
out. Who is there that is not dead ? Whom, of the leaders 
of the host, are we to bewail as having been appointed to 

' I.e. without burial, cf. v. 328 (Paley). 
^ Or, ' on floating ship-timber. ' 

4 
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bear the baton of command and leaving by his death a 300 
rank forlorn without its chief? 

Messenger. Xerxes himself is alive and beholds the light. 

Atossa. A great light to my house, and a brightly dawning 
day after black night, are in these words of thine ! 

Messenger. But Artembares, leader of a myriad horse, is 
being dashed against the rocky shores of Sileniae. And the 
chiliarch Dadakes beneath the shock of a spear leapt with P 
a light spring overboard. Tenagon, too, the. true-born 
chieftain of the Bactrians, is moving to and fro about the 
surf-beaten isle of Aias. Lilaios and Arsames and, thirdly, 310 
Argestes, around the dove-breeding island keep butting, 
these three, helplessly against the unyielding shore. 
Arcteus too, whose dwelling is nigh unto the waters of 
Egyptian Nile, Adeues, and, thirdly, t Phreseues, t Phar- 
nuchos, these fell from one vessel. Matallos of Chrysa, 
commander of ten thousand, leader of thirty thousand black 
cavalry, soaked in death his thick and bushy auburn beard, 320 
changing its colour with a staining of dark purple. And 
Magian Arabos perished there, and Artabes the Bactrian, 
a settler now in a rugged land. Amistris, and Amphistreus 
wielder of an active spear, and gallant Ariomardos — a cause 
of grief [by his death] to Sardis — and Sisames the Mysian, 
and Tharybis of Lymaian race, commander of five times 
fifty ships, a warrior of goodly presence, lies dead, unhappy 
man, in sorely wretched case. And a Syermesis, foremost 
in courage, governor of the Cilicians, fell gloriously, after 
giving more trouble to the foe than any other one man. 
Of such among our leaders have I now made mention. I 330 
report but a few out of the many misfortunes which I have 
in mind. 

Atossa. Alas ! I hear in this the very height of disaster — a 
disgrace to the Persians, and [a cause for] shrill lamentations. 
But turn thou back again, and tell me this. How great was 
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the number of the Greek vessels that they ventured to join 
battle with the Persian armament by charging with their 
ships'-be,aks upon it ? 

Messenger. As to numbers, be well assured that the bar- 340 
barians ^ had the advantage in ships ; for on the Greek side 
the whole numbers came to three divisions of thirty vessels, 
and there was besides these a select division of ten. But 
Xerxes had, for I know, a thousand in number of which he 
was commander, and those [besides] of superior class in 
speed were two hundred and seven ; this is the tale of them. 
You do not think us the inferior force in this engagement ? 
No, it was some divinity that destroyed the host, having 
depressed the scales of fortune with a weight against our 
side. The gods keep safe the city of their goddess Pallas. 350 

Atossa. Then is Athens still unravaged ? 

Messenger. Yes, for whilst her warriors live she has a sure 
protection. 

Atossa. Now tell me what was the beginning of the naval 
encounter. Who were they who made the first move in 
the fight? The Greeks? Or my son, from a sense of 
exultation at the number of his ships ? 

Messenger. Some fiend it was, O mistress, or evil spirit 
that appeared from somewhere, who began all the mischief. 
A Greek, who came from the Athenian host, told thy son 
Xerxes that if the darkness of black night should come the 360 
Greeks would not stand fast, but, leaping on to the thwarts 
of their vessels, would, each taking his own direction, 
endeavour to save their lives by stealthy flight. And he, as 
soon as he heard this, not realising the wile of the Greek 
nor the jealousy of the gods, publishes to all the captains 
the following order — when the sun should have ceased to 
illumine the earth with his rays and darkness should have 
laid hold on the temple of the sky, then to draw up vessels 

1 ^apPdpovs Turnebus. 
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in close order arranged in three lines to guard the sea-exits 370 
and the murmuring straits ; and [to station] other vessels in 
a circle round about the isle of Aias; understanding that, 
if the Greeks shall escape an evil fate by finding some 
means of escape for their ships, without being discovered, 
it has been decreed that they shall all be deprived of their 
heads. Such were his words, prompted by much confidence 
of mind, since he knew not what was appointed by the gods 
to come to pass. And the Persian troops in orderly fashion 
and disciplined spirit set about preparing an evening meal, 
and each seaman saw to the lashing of his oar about the 
nicely fitted thole-pin. Then, when the light of the sun 380 
had waned and night was coming on, every master of an 
oar went to his ship, and every master of weapons. And 
one line of warships kept cheering on another line and [the 
Persians] make sail even as each man had orders, and the 
livelong night ship-captains kept all the crews working their 
vessels backwards and forwards. But though night began 
to draw off, yet the Greek host made nowhere any kind of 
attempt at a stealthy escape. When, however, day with its 
white steeds, radiant to behold, had occupied all the earth, 390 
first of all a cheer from the Greeks rang loudly like a 
chant of triumph, and shrill and clear from the island crags 
Echo returned the cry. And fear was in the hearts of all 
the barbarians, finding themselves mistaken ; for the Greeks , 
were then chanting a solemn paean not as seeking to escape, 
but as advancing to battle with daring courage. Next a 
bugle with its call fired all their line to action, and at once 
with foaming dash of oars in unison they si^ote, to the 400 
word of command, the resounding brine. And rapidly the 
whole of them came plain into view. The right wing in 
good order led on foremost, and after that their whole 
armament was coming on against us, and at the same time 
a mighty shout could be heard, " Sons of the Greeks, 



THE PERSIANS et 

/" 
advance ! Deliver your countty, deliver your children and 

your wives, the temples of yomr fathers' gods, the tombs of 
your ancestors. Now is the/ contest which decides all ! " 
And then a confused noise of Persian tongues met them 
from our line, and no longer was it a time for inaction, but 410 
forthwith ship against shiji struck its armoured prow. A 
Greek vessel commenced the charge, and breaks off the 
whole stern part of a Phoenician ship, and each [captain] 
then steered his bark against some other vessel. At first 
indeed the torrent of the Persian armament held its own. 
But since the multitude of our ships was crowded in the 
narrows, and they could give no assistance the one to the 
other but [on the contrary] were rammed by the brazen- 
pointed beaks of their friends, they splintered their whole 
equipment of oars,— the Greek ships, too, all around them 420 
noting their opportunity, kept charging them on every side, 
— and the hulls of our vessels began to be capsized nor was 
the sea any longer visible, so choked was it with wrecks and 
slaughtered men ; and the shores and the reefs were full of 
them. Then in rout and confusion every ship, as many as 
there were of the barbarian armament, sought to row away. 
But the Greeks kept striking and hewing, as though we 
were tunnies or some draught of fish, with fragments of 
broken oars and splinters of wreckage ; and cries of anguish 
filled the open sea with shrieks, until the appearance 430 
of dark night broke off [the combat]. Now the total 
of our misfortunes, not even were I to recite the list of 
them for ten days, could , I complete for thee ; for be well 
assured that never on a single day died so great a number 
of men. 

Atossa. Alas ! in very truth a mighty sea of troubles has 
burst over the Persians and all the barbarian race. 

Messenger. Know well that their trouble reaches not yet 
the half. Such an visitatioti of sufferings came upon them 440 
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as by balance to draw, even twice over, an equal weight 
with these [which I have pictured]. 

Atossa. What turn of fortune could be yet more hateful 
than this? Say what the event is which thou declarest 
came to the host, inclining the scale, far on the side of evil. 

Messenger. As many of the Persians as were in the very 
flower of life and most valiant in spirit and distinguished by 
noble birth, and were ever amongst the foremost in loyalty 
to the monarch himself, are dead in shameful phght by a 
most inglorious doom. 

Atossa. Ah ! grieved am I, my friends, at a grievous 
event. But by what nature of doom sayest thou they are 
lost to us ? 

Messenger. An island there is, lying off Salamis — in- 450 
significant in size, a dangerous anchorage for ships— which ^ 
Pan who loves the dance doth ofttimes visit, haunting the 
sea-beach thereof. Thither Xerxes sends these [chosen 
warriors] in order that, whenever their foes wrecked from 
out their ships should attempt to win safe to the island, 
they might make an easy prey of the Greek soldiery and 
slay them ; and help their own comrades to safety from out 
the sea-way — sadly at fault in his opinion of the future : for 
when some god had given the glory of [victory in] the sea- 
fight to the Greeks, that same day having secured their 
bodies with brazen armour they set to leaping out of their 
ships and forming a circle round about the entire island, 460 
so that [the Persian band] were at a loss whither to turn. 
For oft they were struck by stones thrown by hand and 
arrows from the bow-string fell upon and destroyed them ; 
and at last [the Greeks] charging upon them with a simul- 
taneous cheer strike them down, and hack in pieces the 
limbs of the unhappy men, till they had utterly destroyed 
the life in all of them. And Xerxes groaned aloud when 
he saw the depth of his calamities, for he had a seat in full 
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view of all the army — a high, knoll close to the ocean brine ; 470 
and, having rent his garments and uttered a shrill cry of 
wailing and issued orders rapidly to the land-force, he 
dismisses them in flight all disorderly. 

Such is the event which, in addition to the afore- 
mentioned, thou hast to bewail. 

Afossa. O hateful divinity, how hast thou cheated the 
Persians of their expectations ! Bitter ^ to himself did my 
son find his [intended ^] punishment of Athens ; and those 
of the barbarians whom aforetime Marathon destroyed were 
not enough [to satisfy thee], but my son — thinking to exact 
atonement for them — drew down upon himself all this mass 
of woe. 480 

But as to the ships which have escaped destruction, tell 
me where thou didst leave them. Hast thou skill to indicate 
it clearly ? 

Messenger. The commanders of the ships which yet 
remained to us take to straggling flight before the wind 
precipitately. But the rest of the host came near destruc- 
tion in Bceotia, some around the refreshment of a spring, 
while harassed by thirst ; but others, panting and exhausted, 
make their way through to the land of the Phocians and 
the Dorian country, and the Melian bay where the 
Spercheios waters the plain with his kindly stream. And 490 
thence the soil of the Achaean land received us sore in 
need of food, and the. towns of Thessaly: where indeed 
very many perished by thirst and hunger, for both of these 
were our lot. And we come to the Magnesian territory 
and the land of the Macedonians, to the ford of Axios and 
the reedy fens of Bolbe, and to Mount Pangaios — Edonian 
country. But in that night Heaven called up winter 
weather out of season, and freezes all the stream of sacred 600 

1 For this predicative use aijriKfhs see Euripides Medea 399. 

2 Cf. Herodotus vii. 8. 
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Strymon : and [many a] one ^ who before that reckoned the 
gods of no account did then pray to them with supplica- 
tions, doing lowly reverence to earth and heaven. 

But when the army had made an end of invocations, it 
essays to pass across the ice-bound stream.^ And whoso- 
ever of us started to do so before the rays of the sun-god 
were shed abroad, is now in safety ; for the sun's orb, 
blazing brightly with its rays, by the heat of its flame pene- 
trated [the ice of] the middle of the passage ; and, one upon 
another, our men fell in, and fortunate indeed was he who 
soonest lost his breath and died. 510 

And such as survived and won to safety, after having 
with difficulty made their way in much tribulation to 
Thrace, have now accomplished their escape and reached 
the land of their homes — in scanty numbers; so that the 
city of the Persians may well vent her grief in regret for 
the best-beloved youth of our nation. 

Chorus. O divinity hard to strive against, how with thy 
feet didst thou leap over-heavily upon the whole Persian 
race ! 

Atossa. Woe is me, in grief for the army so completely 
destroyed ! O clear dream-vision, how all too plainly didst 520 
thou signify misfortune to me ! And ye, all too lightly did 
ye interpret it ! Still, since your warning voice determines 
thus, I am minded to make prayer to the gods ; then will 
I return, after fetching from my palace a sacred mixture, as 
a gift to the earth and to the departed — over things I well 
know cannot be undone, but with a view to the future, if 
haply something better may come to us. Your part is now 
to communicate trusty counsel to Trusty comrades con- 
cerning what has come to pass ; and, as for my son, if he 530 

' So Ovid, atque aliquis pendens in cruce votafacit. 
' ^ KpvffraWomiya SiA Ttipov vep^ ffTparos. Hartung after Person 
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come hither before me, do ye console him and escort him 
to the palace, lest to our misfortunes a yet further misfortune 
be added. [Exif Atossa. 

Chorus. O sovereign Zeus, now indeed hast thou destroyed 
the armament of the high-vaunting and populous Persian 
nation, and shrouded in the gloom of mourning the cities of 
Susa and Agbatana. And many [women] rending their veils 540 
with delicate hands are now bedewing their swelling robes 
with floods of tears, partaking in our sorrow. And the 
Persian wives, indulging their grief, through longing to 
behold their lately wedded lords, abandon the soft coverings 
of their couches — the delight of their delicate youth — and 
mourn with insatiate lamentations. And I too in good 
sooth do now raise high my song of mourning for the fate 
of those who are gone. 550 

(Kommos.) Now indeed does the whole land of Asia 
groan, made desolate of her men. Xerxes led them forth, 
alack ! and Xerxes lost them, alackaday ! and Xerxes 
managed everything foolishly with his ^ ocean galleys. Why 
was not Dareios, who [proved so] scatheless a captain of 
archers to his citizens, a leader dear to Susa, then in 
command ? 560 

Land-forces and sea-forces our ships, with dark-painted 
eyes, and a line of oars on either side like an outstretched 
wing,^ did carry forth, alack ! and our ships let them perish, 
alackaday ! under destructive charges of the foe ; and 
through the hands of the lonians the King himself but 
narrowly slipped away over the chilly tracks which traverse 
the plains of Thrace. 570 

And some there were, the first to meet their doom, alas ! 

^ 0aplSe(rtrt vovriats with some MSS. [PapiSis te irovriai M. cum 
accentu dativi.] 

^ SiSu/tiJirTepoi Walter Headlam. Cf. Plutarch Ant. 63 rohs rapaohs 
ruv veay iytipas KaX irTept^ffas iKarepcoBey. 
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who, left perforce, ah me ! around the shores of Cychreia, 
ah! ah! <are tossing on the waves >. Weep aloud, and 
gnash the teeth, and utter a deep note of woe for sorrows 
which reach from earth to sky, ah ! ah ! and prolong the 
sad murmuring sound, the voice of misery. 

And gnawed in darkness ^ they are torn by dumb children 
of the One whom none should pollute,^ alas ! and the home 580 
mourns for its lord, deprived of his presence. Parents too, 
left childless ^ (ah 1 ah 1), mourning in their old age these 
heaven-sent woes, are an utter grief to those who listen. 

And for some time now up and down the coast of Asia 
the [settlers] no longer own the Persian sway, nor bring 
tribute any more under the constraint imposed by their 
suzerain, nor bowing themselves to earth do they show their 590 
awe; since now the power of our monarchy is utterly 
perished. 

Nor even are the tongues of men kept under guard ; for 
the populace are set free to speak their minds, now that 
the yoke of strength has been loosed. And, showing on 
its soil the stains of blood, the sea-washed isle of Aias holds 
all [that once was] Persian. 600 

{Re-enter Atossa.) 

Atossa. Friends, whosoever has had dealings in mis- 
fortune knows that, when a surge of troubles comes upon 
mortals, a man gets to be afraid of everything — (though 
whenever the Divinity of Fortune runs smoothly for him, he 
is confident that it will in this same fashion * continue to 

' aiivh Walter Headlam. 

^ I.e. water. Respect for the purity of the Elements was a doctrine 
taught by the Persian Mii7oi, See Herodotus i. 38. 
' iwaiifs Sainivi' Hxv Porson. 
* rhy airhv i,el toCtoi' Walter Headlam. (So in Carcinos /r. 8, in 
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waft him onwards), — and so for me everything is full of 
terror : before my eyes appear the visitations ^ of the gods 
and in my ears a din, not of triumph, is ringing. Such is 
the amazement from evil tidings which scares away my wits. 

Therefore have I come this way from my palace a second 
time, without either car or pomp as before, bringing for eio 
my son's father propitiatory libations, such as render the 
dead gracious to us; white milk sweet to drink from a 
sacred cow, and transparent honey, the distillation from 
blossoms of the busy bee, together with lustrations of water 
from a virgin spring ; and this pure liquor from a mother 
of the open field — the refreshing juice of an ancient 
vine. And here too is the fragrant fruit of the pale-green 620 
olive, which ever puts forth a luxuriant growth in foliage ; 
and wreaths of flowers, children of earth the mother 
of all. 

(Addressing them in the character of Persian Mayot.) 
Come now, my friends, chant solemn verses as the libations 
to the dead are poured, and call up [the shade of] Dareios ; 
and I will lead the procession of these drink-offerings made 
to earth in honour of the gods below. 

Chorus. Royal lady, venerable majesty of the Persians, 

do thou convey libations to the chambers under ground, and 

we in solemn chant will implore the conductors of the dead 

to be favourable [to our request]. 630 

\As the libations are poured, they chant in solemn tones an 

incantation couched in mystic language, abounding 

in obscure terms outlandish to Greek ears. 

Come, ye holy divinities of the under-world, Earth, and 
Hermes, and thou. Monarch of the dead, send the spirit 
from beneath to the light of day; for if he knows any 

the unmetrical line \Mrei 7^^ oirb -rb Kt'nit.a, -rabs Keierrinevovs, should 
be read aur!) toSto, taking up (j>B6vos in the preceding verse.) 
^ T^vraiiiL i.e. irpoafio\aX, ^vvaKKayci. Beav. 



60 THE PERSIANS 

remedy for our woes beyond [our efforts by prayer], he 
alone of mortals can tell us how to bring it to effect. 

Does then the god-like King of blessed memory hear me 
as I utter my manifold plaintive doleful cries, in barbaric 640 
language hard to understand,* — is it for me to shout aloud 
our grievous sorrows?^ — does he from beneath the earth 
give ear to me ? 

Come, O Earth and ye other Rulers of the lower world, 
suffer the illustrious spirit, the god of the Persians born at 
Susa, to pass from his abiding-place; and send to upper 
air him like to none yet whom the Persian soil hath 
covered. 

Dear indeed was he, and dear is his sepulchral mound ; 650 
for dear are the qualities which now lie hidden. May'st 
thou, O Aidoneus who dost send shades to the world 
above, permit Dareios to arise, such a king, ah me ! as 
t Dareios was ! 

Aye, for as at no time did he lose men by fatal defeats 
in war, so was he named an inspired counsellor to the 
Persians ; and an inspired counsellor he was, for well did 
he conduct his army, ah me ! 

Lord, ancient Lord, come forth, draw nigh ! Come thou 660 
upon the topmost point of the mound — lifting thy saffron- 
dyed sandal, displaying the cheek-coverings of thy royal 
tiara. Come forth, O father Dareios, author of no ill. Ho ! 

To hear of new and unexpected sorrows, Lord of our 670 
Lord, appear! for a Stygian-like gloom overshadows us, 

' PipPap' aaa^TinTi Walter Headlam. Cf. Lucian i. 40 {S niyos) 
irdpa/ityvis A/ta Kal PapPapixi Ttva xal Hffrj/ia or6fLaTa. 

^ Dindorf is probably right in reading here piy/tar', 1). "Or must 
I pierce the earth with yet more agonising cries ? " Cf. Lucan vi. 744. 
So Statins TAei. iv. 500 (Teiresias) cassusne stuerdos Audior? an rabido 
ittbeat si Thessala cantu Ibitis f et, Scythicis quoiiens armata venenis 
Colchis aget, trepido palUbunt Tartara motu ? 



THE PERSIANS 6l 

since the youth of our nation is now all destroyed. Come 
forth, O father Dareios, author of no ill, Ho ! 

Alas, alas ! O thou who diedst so deeply grieved for by 
thy friends,, wherefore did these redoubled penalties of 
mistaken judgment < happen > as a twofold disaster to thy 680 
country? All the three-banked ships are now ships no 
more, ships no more. 

(Ghost of Dareios rises.) 

Ghost. O Trusty band of Trusty ones, compeers of my 
youth, aged Persians, with what trouble is our city troubled ? 
The plain groans, and is cleft ^ and scarred. And seeing 
here my spouse hard by the grave I am in anxious dread, 
and I accept her hbations with gracious mind. And ye are 
wailing as ye stand near my grave and, raising your voices 
in mournful cries that call up spirits, do piteously summon 
me ; though 'tis, no easy matter to issue [from the tomb], 
especially as the gods of the under-world are altogether 690 
better at receiving than at letting us go. Nevertheless I, 
having rule amongst them, am come. Despatch with speed, 
that I may be free of blame for the time [of my absence]. 
What heavy unexpected sorrow have the Persians ? 

Chorus. I shrink from looking upon thee, and I shrink 
from speaking in thy presence, by reason of my old-accus- 
tomed dread of thee. 

Ghost Nay, but since I have come from beneath in 
compliance with thy piteous moan, do thou, telling a tale not 700 
tedious but concise, speak out and complete the whole 
matter, laying aside thine ancient awe of me. 

ChoruS; I fear to do thy pleasure, I fear to speak 

^ This probably refers to the effect of the ij/uxayoiyo! yioi. Cf. 
TibuUus i. 2. 45 hac cantu Jinditque solum manesque sepulcris Elicit. 
Seneca CEdipus 567. 
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in thy presence with a tale of unwelcome news to those 
dear to me. 

Ghost. Well, since the old-time dread in thy mind stands 
in thy way, do thou, my venerable wedded consort, high- 
born lady, cease from these wailings and cries of woe, and 
tell me a clear tale. Human calamities, thou knowest, must 
befall mankind. For many ills by sea and many by land 
happen to mortals, if their life be extended to its full 
span. ' 710 

Atossa. O thou who in prosperity didst excel all men by 
thy fortunate destiny, how much — even as during the time 
thou didst behold the rays of the sun, envied of all thou 
didst continue like a god to lead a life of happy days for 
the Persians — do I now envy thee for dying before behold- 
ing the depth of our present misfortunes. For all the tale 
thereof, Dareios, thou shalt hear in a moment's space. 
The fortunes of the Persians are ruined, almost utterly. 

Ghost. In what way ? Came there any stroke of pestil- 
ence to our city, or civil strife ? 

Atossa. By no means. But the whole host has been 
destroyed round about Athens. 

Ghost. Which of my sons led an expedition there ? tell me. 

Atossa. Hot-headed Xerxes, after draining [of men] the 
surface of all the continent of Asia. 720 

Ghost. By land or by sea did the luckless one make this 
rash attempt ? 

Atossa. Both. A combined front there was of two 
armaments. 

Ghost. But how was it that so large a land-force accom- 
plished a passage [over sea] ? 

Atossa. With appliances he contrived a bridge over the 
strait of Helle, so as to have a way across. 

Ghost. And did he carry this so far into effect as to close - 
the mighty Bosporus ? 
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Afossa. The fact is so. But some divinity, I trow, had a 
share in his decision. 

Ghost. Alas, some divinity came in might upon him, so 
that his judgment was at fault. 

Afossa. True : we can see now how evil was the accom- 
plishment which he achieved. 

Ghost. And over what result to the troops art thou 
lamenting thus ? 

Atossa. The naval armament by its overthrow involved 
in ruin the force on land. 730 

Ghost. And is the whole nation thus destroyed by the 
spear ? 

Atossa. Aye, therefore does all the town of Susa groan 
aloud at its desolation 

Ghost. Alas for the good help and aid of the host ! 

Atossa. and the whole Bactrian people is perished 

and gone : not only some aged folk. 

Ghost. Unhappy man ! how much of the youth of our 
allied peoples did he lose? 

Atossa. They say that Xerxes, by himself and destitute, 
with but a few followers 

Ghost. Ended how and where ? Is there any [assurance 
of his] safety ? 

Atossa. was glad to reach the bridge contrived to 

link two continents 

Ghost. and that he reached this continent in safety, 

is that beyond a doubt ? 

Atossa. Yes. The account proves that distinctly, and 
there is no contradiction in it. 740 

Ghost. Alas, right soon has come fulfilment of the oracles, 
and upon my son Zeus has inflicted the doom declared by 
heaven. I for a long time past felt assured that the gods 
would in some way bring it to accomplishment, but when 
a man is of himself hurrying [to the doom appointed] the 
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gods too lend a helping hand. A fountain of misfortune 
for all those dear to me seems now to have been discovered : 
and my son, not knowing their full meaning, brought these 
things to pass by his youthful rashness — inasmuch as he 
thought to hold from its course the sacred Hellespont, the 
divine stream of Bosporus, by shackles as it were a slave ; 
and sought to rule the Strait in harmony [with his will]. 
Having encompassed it with hammer-wrought fetters, he 750 
completed a huge road for his huge army, and thought 
mistakenly that, mortal though he was, he would master 
even the .god Poseidon. Surely in this a distemper of 
mind possesse3~my'son ? I fear lest my gfeat hard-won 
wealth may become a prey to the first comet. 

Atossa. These notions impetuous Xerxes learns by con- 
sorting with misguided men. They tell him how that thou 
didst win great wealth for thy children by help of the spear- 
point, whilst he, from lack of manhood, keeps his spear at 
home and increases not at all the wealth he inherited. 
Hearing again and again such taunts as' these from mis- 
guided men, he planned this expedition and armada against 
Hellas. 760 

Ghost. Therefore by him has a. deed been /brought to 
its accomplishment, exceeding great, never to be forgotten, 
such as .never before fell upon and made desolate this city 
of Susa since first sovereign Zeus assigned to a man this 
dignity, that he alone should be the ruler of Asia with its 
flocks and herds,^ holding a sceptre of supreme comiliand. 

For [Astyages] a Median was the first who was leader of ' 
a great host, and his son [Cyaxares], another Median, 
completed the work — since good sense guided his mind. 
And, third from him, Cyrus, a fortunate man, when he 770 
came to the throne established peace for all his own people, 
and gained over the Lydian and Phrygian nations and 
' The old Ionic epithet of Asia, 
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subdued by force of arms all Ionia; for the gods hated 
him not, inas mirph Vis was of ni oderate temper. And, 
fourth in succession, [Cambyses] son ~of Cyrus^was ruler 
of the host. Then, fifthly, Mardos came to power, a 
disgrace to his country and the ancient throne ; but him 
by stratagem vaUant Artaphrenes, with the aid of friends 
whose part this was, slew in the palace. And sixth was 
Maraphis, and seventh Artaphrenes. And I attained the 780 
lot which I desired, and went on a foreign expedition 
attended by a mighty host, but did not bring such a great 
disaster as this upon the state. But my son Xerxes, being 
still youthful, has a young man's thoughts, and does not 
bear in mind my injunctions. Of this be well assured, 
ye compeers of my age, — the whole number of us who 
obtained the empire could not be shown to have done it 
so much harm. 

Chorus. What then, my lord Dareios ? Pointing to what 
end dost thou bring to a close thy speech ? In what way 790 
can we, the Persian people, after what has happened, find 
best fortune ? 

Ghost. If we make no expedition against the Grecian 
territory — not even though the Median force be superior 
in numbers ; for to them the very earth is an ally. 

Chorus. In what sense meanest thou that ? In what way 
does it fight on their side ? 

Ghost. By slaying through famine such as are over-many 
in number. 

Chorus. Well, in that case, we will muster a picked 
mobile force. 

Ghost. Nay, not even the troops that have remained now 
in Greek territory shall attain a safe return. 

Chorus. How sayest thou ? Does not the whole bar- 800 
barian army succeed in crossing from Europe over Helle's 
strait ? 

5 
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GAosi. Only a few out of all the number— if, looking at 
what has happened, one is to put faith in the declarations of 
heaven; for they are coming true, not partly only [but in 
every particular]. 

No, their abiding-place is where Asopus waters the plain 
with his streams — a kindly nourishment for the Boeotians' 
land : where t he height of disaster is in store for them to 
suffer as retrib ution f or t heir pnde andimpioHgL..spiiilyJiL 
that when" they came to_Hellas_jh^ niadg__no_ scruple to 810 
de^oil the statues of the gods, nor to burnjemples. 
Altars have been demolisheHPanSfTlirines of divinities are 
overthrown from their foundations in heaps of ruin. 
Therefore, for the evil they did, an equal measure do 
they endure, and more will they in the future, nor yet is 
the bottom reached of [their fountain of] misfortunes,^ but 
it still is gushing forth. For so great shall be the mass of 
clotted gore in the Plataeans' land beneath the Dorian 
spear, that heaps of dead shall bear witness even to the 
;third generatio n that one who is mortal should not entertain 820 
thoughts too Ki gK"~for hirn : for "Presumpti on when it 
blosson^__forth..bisars as fruita croB_of Calamity, whence 
it reaps a harvest of tears. 

Seeing then that of such a sort are the wages of these 
things, forget not Athens and Hellas ; and let none of you, 
in contempt of liis present fortune, from desire of what he 
has not, cast away great prosperity. Zeus, thou knowest, 
is one who chastises an overa xrogant spirit, a heavy-handed 
corrector, 'l^erefore do ye, being now counseiIe3"to be sail 
prudent by divine warnings, instruct my son with the 
admonitions of reason to cease from seeking in over- 
arrogant daring to hinder the gods from their will. And 

^ Cf. V. 74S above. But the verb Siretrriv seems impossible with 
Kpriirls, unless the latter has its usual sense, ' foundation. ' Mr Housman 
ingeniously suggests KpitvU Wo-ZSjjk'. 



THE PERSIANS 6y 

do thou, beloved venerable mother of Xerxes, go into the 
palace, and bringing forth vesture, such as is seemly, make 
ready to meet thy son j for all about his body by reason of 
his grief tatters of his embroidered robes are hanging in 
shreds. But do thou affectionately comfort him with thy 
words, for to thee alone, I know, will he endure to listen. 840 
I will depart to the darkness beneath the earth. Ye aged 
men, fare ye well, giving to your souls such pleasure as ye 
may day by day, seeing that to the dead wealth is of no use 
at all. ^Descends. 

Chorus. I felt pain when I heard of the many woes 
which are, and shall yet be, the lot of the barbarians. 

Atossa. O Fortune, how many bitter griefs are coming 
down upon me ! Most of all does this thing wound me — 
to hear of the misused robes about the body of my son, 850 
which envelope him. But I will go, and fetching fair apparel 
from the palace will try to meet my son ; for we will -not 
desert our dearest in his misfortune. 

[She goes into the palace. 

Chorus. Ah me ! Goodly, indeed, and happy was the 
life we enjoyed under civil government so long as the aged 
monarch, author of no ill, a king who sought not war, god- 
like Dareios ruled the land. 860 

In the first place, we paraded a glorious army, and a 
system of laws, steadfast as towers, kept all things under 
control. And our returns from war brought us < back to > -^ 
happy homes, without suffering distress or defeat. 

And all the cities that he took! — without crossing the 
ford of the river Halys, and without stirring forth from his 
own hearth : such, for instance, as the Acheloian cities 870 
of the Strymonic gulf, established near the Thracian 
dweUings ; 

^ aSflis (Blaydes) h (Walter Headlam). alxia eS itpirTovaa, was a 
common phrase. 
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And, outside the estuary, the cities on the mainland 
fortified round about by towers owned him as king, and 
the cities, too, which are proud [to be] round about the 
strait of Helle ; and embayed Propontis, and the [Thracian] 
outlet of Pontus ; 880 

The sea-washed islands, too, oif the projecting arm of 
the sea, lying near this land : Lesbos, for instance, and 
olive-growing Samos, Chios and Paros, Naxos, Myconos, 
and Andros, adjoining Tenedos as a near neighbour ; 890 

And of the sea-girt islands mid-way between the con- 
tinents was he lord, Lemnos, and the settlement of Icaros, 
and Rhodes, and Cnidos; and Aphrodite's cities Paphos 
and Soli ; and Salamis, whose mother-city is the cause of 
our present moans. 

Also the wealthy populous cities in the Ionian district 900 
did he control by his prudent mind. And there was a 
tireless strength of armed warriors and of allies from every 
nation ready at hand. But now, on the contrary, in no 
doubtful fashion, we are enduring these inflictions from the 
gods, defeated signally in battle through disasters on the sea. 910 

{Enter Xerxes.) 

Xerxes. O wretched am I in having encountered this 
grievous doom, most bafHing to my judgment ! How 
savagely did Fortune assail the Persian race 1 What is 
there for me yet to endure in my misery ? The strength 
of my limbs is relaxed when I behold the age of my 
citizens to be what I see here before me. Would that me 
also, O Zeus, the doom of death had hidden from sight 
along with the warriors who have perished ! 

Ckorus. Alack, my sovereign, for the goodly army and 920 
the great prestige of the Persian empire, and the fair 
array of men whom Fortune hath shorn away ! The land 
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bewails her native youth, slaughtered all for Xerxes, the 
plenisher of Hades with Persians ; for many men of 
Agdabata are destroyed^-the flower of the land, masters 
of the bow, a body of warriors exceeding dense in number. 
Alas, alas for our trusty strength ! And the land of Asia, 930 

monarch of the country, is pitiably pitiably bowed to her 
knees. 

Xerxes. Here am I before you, ah me ! a man to grieve 
over, and in misery, who was born, it seems, a curse to his 
race and his country. 

Chorus. In salutation of thy return I will utter a cry 
boding ill, the voice of a Mariandynian mourner busied 940 
with woe, a tearful wail. 

Xerxes. Pour forth a plaintive piteous cry of sorrow ; for 
Fortune, as ye see, has turned against me. 

Chorus. I will utter a cry piteous indeed, in recognition 
of heavy sorrows for wave-tossed corpses, and t sufferings 
of the people t which are [now the portion] of the city 
mourning for her sons, and will agair^ cry aloud a tearful 950 
lamentation. 

Xerxes. Aye, for at the hands of the lonians, the lonians, 
did our embattled array of ships, yielding the victory to the 
foe, obtain a harvest of woe; after having had the dark 
surface of the sea reaped close, and the fatal shore. 

Chorus. Alas ! cry aloud, and inquire all that happened. — 
Where is the rest of the multitude of thy friends ? Where 
are they who stood by thy side ; such, for instance, as 960 
Pharandakes was, Susas, Pelagon, and Dotamas, and 
Agabates, Psammis, and Susiskanes, who came from 
Ecbatana ? 

Xerxes. Fallen in wretched plight from a Tyrian ship 

1 left them, by the shores of Salamis, dashing against a 
stubborn beach. 

Chorus. Alas ! and what of thy Pharnuchos, and the 970 
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brave Ariomardos? Where is prince Seualkes, or Lilaios 
of noble lineage, Memphis, Tharybis, and Masistras, and 
Artembares, and Hystaichmes ? These things 1 ask of thee. 

Xerxes. Woe, woe is me! after having beheld ancient 
Athens, hateful city, all, by one shock of battle, ah ! poor 980 
wretches, lie gasping upon the ground. 

Chorus. Didst thou in very truth leave there him of the 
Persians who wa- thine Eye, faithful in all things, who 
numbered thy tens upon tens of thousands, goodliest of 
men, son of Batanochus the son of Sesames the son of 
Megabates ; Parthos, too ; and the mighty Oebares ? Alas 
for the hapless ones ! Evils beyond evils to noble Persians 
thou dost relate to us. / 990 

Xerxes. Regrets indeed for my brave comrades dost thou 
call to my mind, speaking of baleful -b^eful hateful evils 
beyond evils. My heart within me moans aloud, moans for 
the luckless ones. 

Chorus. Aye, and there are others whom we long to see 
again, Xanthes, captain of ten thousand Mardian warriors, 
and martial Auchares, and Diaixis, and Arsakes, leaders of 
cavalry, and Kegdadates, and Lythimnes, and Tolmos, who looo 
had never enough of battle. I am dismayed, astonied, that 
they follow^ not in thy train screened by tents borne on 
wheels. 

Xerxes. [Vain thy longing,] for they who were the leaders ^ 
of the army are gone. 

Chorus. Gone ! alas, ingloriously. 

Xerxes. Ah me ! ah me ! 

Chorus. Alas, alas, Divinities, ye caused us an unlooked- 
for disaster, that makes clear to all men how watchful is the 
eye of Calamity. JOJO 

^ iwoiievovs restored by Hartung. cirjf/ievai was an alteration made 
(as the scholiast's note shows) because' ero^oi/ was taken as irdipritrai/. 
^ i.ypiTai Toup. (Hesychius kypijav : fiainKda, 9t((c). 
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Xerxes. We are struck down. What turns of fortune are 
there in ^ life ! 

Chorus. We are struck down, 'tis clearly so, 

Xerxes. Unlooked-for sorrows, unlooked-for sorrows ! 

Chorus. having encountered Ionian seamen in an 

evil hour* Unfortunate indeed in war are the Persian 
nation. 

Xerxes. Surely so. Unhappy man, I am struck down in ' 
the matter of all my huge army. 

Chorus. What is there then of the Persians, O thou of 
great ill-fortune, that is not destroyed ? 

Xerxes. See'st thou what is left of my vesture {pointing 1020 
to it) — 

Chorus. I see, I see. 

Xerxes. and this quiver, 

Chorus. What is it thou sayest is saved ? 

Xerxes. a receptacle for shafts ? 

Chorus. Little enough out of so much. 

Xerxes. We are in lack of supporters. 

Chorus. The Ionian people shrinks not from the fray. 

Xerxes. Heroic are they, I was witness of an unlooked- 
for calamity. 

Chorus. Is it of the lines of thy naval host turned to 
flight that thou wilt speak ? loso 

Xerxes. Aye, and I rent my robes at the advent of 
disaster. 

Chorus, Alas, alas ! 

Xerxes. Aye, — and more than alas ! 

Chorus. True, for twofbld are our woes, and threefold. 

Xerxes. Grievous woes ; but a joy to our enemies. 

Chorus. And our strength has been maimed, 

Xerxes. I am stripped of my escort. 

Chorus. by the disaster at sea of thy friends. 

' But Si' atSiiros can hardly be right in this place. 
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Xerxes. Shed tears, tears for the calamity ; and go towards 
thy home. 

Chorus. Alas, alas ! Grief, grief ! 1040 

Xerxes. Cry aloud now in response to me. 

Chorus. A wretched offering to a wretched man from 
wretched men ! 

Xerxes. Wail aloud, making the sound in unison. 

Chorus. Alack, alack ! Here is another heavy blow. 
Alas ! much indeed do I grieve over this. 

Xerxes. Beat, beat on [thy head], and groan aloud for 
my sake. 

Chorus. I shed tears in lamentation. 

Xerxes. Cry aloud now in response to me. 

Chorus. 'Tis my concern, O master. lOSO 

Xerxes. Raise thy voice now with wailing. 

Chorus. Alack, alack ! Again shall fall confusedly blows 
that bruise and call forth shrieks of pain. 

Xerxes. Beat thy breast too, and cry aloud the Mysian 
lament. 

Chorus. Grievous, grievous fate ! 

Xerxes. and make havoc, I bid you, of the white 

hair of thy beard, 

Chorus. With clutching hands [I do so] 'mid cries of 
anguish. 

Xerxes. and utter a shrill note, 

Chorus. This too will I do. 1060 

Xerxes. and with thy fingers rend thy robes about thy 

breast, 

Chorus. Grievous, grievous fate ! 

Xerxes. and pluck thy hair, and lament over the 

army. 

Chorus. With clutching hands [I do so] 'mid cries of 
anguish. 

Xerxes. Let thine eyes grow moist. 
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Chorus. I am bathed in tears. 

Xerxes. Cry aloud now in response to me. 

Chorus. Ah me ! Ah me ! 

Xerxes. Go towards your homes with sounds of mourning, 

Chorus. Alas, Persian land, so sad now to tread ! 1070 

Xerxes. crying Alas ! through the city. 

Chorus. Alas indeed ! yea, yea. 

Xerxes. Utter aloud your lament, as ye step dehcately 
onward. 

Chorus. Alas, Persian land, now so sad to tread ! 

Xerxes. Ah me ! ah me ! in three-banked galleys (ah 
me !) all perished . . . ! 

Chorus. I will escort thee with mournful sounds of woe. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 

Eteoclbs, brother to Polynices, and ruler of Thebes. 

A Messenger, employed as a scout. 

Chorus of Theban Maidens. 

IsMENE 'I Daughters of Oedipus, and sisters to 

Antigone J Eteocles and Polynices. 

A Herald. 
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Scene : The Acropolis of Thebes {v. 226). 

Time: The morning cf the day on which the sewn 
champions of the besieging Argive army have resolved on an 
assault. I 

Eteocles, the present ruler qf Thebes, mhilst awaiting the 
return of the messenger he mas sent out to reconnoitre, 
addresses an assemblage of Theban citizens, 

Eteocles. Citizens of Cadnfius, it is fitting that whosoe'er 
at the helm of the [shipyBf] State watches over affairs, 
managing the rudder witlwut closing his eyelids in slumber, 
should speak as the occasion demands. For if we should 
meet with succesHUae cause of it would be [put to the 
credit] of Heaven JBut if on the contrary-r-which may God 
forbid — disaster yekpuld occur, Eteocles alone would be 
much brufted ^mLd down the city by the townsmen at the 
beginning of ^lany a murmuring speech and lamentation ; 
of which Wl§j Zeus prove to the Cadmean city rightly 
named Averter. 

You it now behoves — both him that yet falls short of 10 
manhood's prime, and him that is past it but yet keeps up a 
vigorous growth of body, and"(as is only right) each one of 

77 
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the age for military service,^ — to succour his city and the 
altars of his ancestral gods, so that their worship be not ever 
destroyed, and his children, and the earth his mother, 
kindliest nurse ; for she, taking upon herself all the cumber 
of their nurture, reared up young creatures moving on her 
genial plain to be a shield-bearing people, that ye might 
prove yourselves worthy of trust at the present need. 20 

So now until to-day Heaven inclines in our favour ; for 
during all this time [the fortune of] war has mostly gone 
well for the besieged ; but now, as declares the seer, the 
feeder of birds who by ear and judgment, without the aid 
of fire, revolves [the import of] birds of omen with unerring 
art — he who is master of that kind of divination tells us that 
an Achaean_attack, greater than any yet, isTB^ng discussed 
in the night and that they will plan an assault upon the city. 
Come, hasten all ye to the bafElements and to the gates of 30 
the defences ! Make speed equipped in full armour, man the 
breast-works, and, taking each his station on the platforms of 
the towgrs, stand fast and be of good courage ; nor tremble 
over-much at the crowd of aliens. Heaven will guide aright 
the issue. I for my part, also, sent out scouts and observers 
of their host, who are, I am confident, on no useless errand ; 
and, when I hear their report, I shall in no wise be caught 
by stratagem. 

{Enter the Messenger.) 

Messenger. Eteocles, most noble prince of the Cadmeans, 40 
I am returned bringing clear tidings of what is going forward 
yonder in the host ; and am myself eye-witness of the facts. 
Seven warriors, gallant captains, having cut a bull's throat 
over a shield inlaid with metal * and touching with" thdr 

' &pavT' ^x<»'^ eKatrrov, &s Tt (rvinrpfir4s,[&irTts altered to &irTi M.]. 
' Or, iron-iimmed. 
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hands the bull's blood, called to witness Ares, and Enyo, and 
Terror that rejoicetK in slaughter, that, either they would 
sack the citadel of the Cadijieans bringing destruction upon 
it by force of arms, or in death would miggle their blood 
with this soil. And iSemorials of themselves, destined for 
their homes, were they hanging for their parents upon the 50 
chariot of Adrastos, shedding tears — though no sound of 
complaint was on their lips ; for a spirit of iron determina- 
tion as of lions with battle in their eyes was inspiring them, 
kindling them with valour. And of this the report is not 
delayed by interval of time ; for I left them in the act qf 
drawing lots as^tojiow each of them, receiving his post by 
the lot, should lead his company against our gates. There- 
fore do thou marshal with speed our cKbsen bravest warriors 
at the exits of the city-gates. For already nigh at hand the 
Argye army in full array is advancing, is raising the dust, 
and white foam from their horses' lungs is marking the 60 
plain with spots. Do thou, like a good ship's-helmsman, 
secure the citadel before_the blast of war rushes down ; for 
the surge of their host is roaring over the land. So do thou 
in respect of this seize occasion, as may be most rapid. I^ 
too, for what remains, will keep a trusty eye on the watch 
all day, and thou by knowledge from clear report of what 
goes on without thegates shalt be safe from harm. 

[^xtY Messenger. 
Eteocles. O Zeus, and Earth, and Gods who guard our 
city, and thou Curse the mighty Erinys of my sire, extirpate 70 
not root and branch, I pray, in the utter ruin of capture by 
an enemy, our city which utters the speech of Hellas and 
the chambers of our homes ! Let nope ever restrain a 
free land and Cadmusl city with the yoke of slavery ; but 
be ye our strength. And hereiiT" I am confident that I 
voice our common interest : for a city which prospers pays 
worship to her gods. "^ 
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Chorus. I cry aloud for great and terrifying woes ! The 
army is let loose, and has left its camp. Yonder is stream^ 
ing^ mass of mounted folk in advance. Dust high in air, 80 
messenger though voiceless yet clear and true, convinces 
me. The rattle of shields stuns me,i ... the no^e of 
arms upon the plain . . . wings its way with a din that 
sounds in my ears, and roajs^like a resistless torrent dashing 
down a mountaig side. (O gods and goddesses, avert the 
rising evil ! ) With a shout that comes over the walls the 
argent-shielded folk are on the move, pressing forward in 
orderly array against the city. Who then shall rescue us ? 90 
Who of the gods or goddesses will come to our aid? Shall 
1 prostrate myself before the images of the divinities ? (0 
happy Ones securely established ! ) 'Tis full time to cling 
to the images. Wljat linger we bewaihng? Hear ye, or 
hear ye not the noise of shields ? When, if not now, shall 
we busy ourselves with suppliant rites ^ of peplus and of' 
garland ? I perceive a clattering. That was never the 
clash of a single spear ! ^ What wilt thou do ? wilt thou lOO 
desert thine own cjty, O Ares, old inhabitant of the land ? 
O God of the golden helm, look thou, look thou upon the 
city which once thou didst hold dear. 

Ye gods, who guard our land, come all ye to us : look 
upon a company of maidens who beseech ye in dread of 
slavery. Foi; around the city, gathered by the blasts of 110 

^ eXe 56 /t' < atnriSojv ireiTayor 83 
. . . >ircSf ImKiKrvit' ... 84 

emendavi quatenus pro certo emendari potest, the S4 /te eodem sensu 
ac irarpb; incoTral S^ ft,' efxni' Suppl, 794. causa corruptelae patet: 
scribae oculus ex iriSuv ad ireSia aberraverat : Walter Headlam. 
[cAeSE/ios (with mark of query in the margin) n-ESioirA.aKTliiras M. : ireSt' 
bic\Aier\m' Seidler.] 

" O/101 Xtrai/' Seidler; cf. Suppl. 817 [4;u^£a.itoi' M.]. 

' The exaggeration of panic terror, i.e. they think they hear an 
army. Cf. Sallust Catiline 51. 
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war, a wave of slanting-crested warriors is dashing, — O 
Zeus, father all-accompUshing, saye u§ from capture by 
the foemen ! — and the Argjves are encpnapassing the 
citadel of Cadmus, and there is a clangour ^ of martial 
weapons, aye, and in the horses' mouths bridles are 
rattling in deadly chorus. And seven leaders, conspicu- 
ous in the host for their lancer's harness, are standing 
hard b^. our seventh gate, having received their posts 
by lo^. '^ 

And thou, O Pallas, Zeus-born Power that loves the fray, 120 
do thou prove thyself deliverer of our city; and thou, 
Poseidon, steeded monarch who rulest the ocean with fish- 
spearing trident, grant release from our terrors. And thou, 
O Ares, (alas, alas !), do thou protect the city named from 
Cadmus, and manifest thyself her guardian kinsman. And 
thou, O Aphrodite, do thou as befits the ancestress of our 
race keep back the foe : for of thy blood are we sprung : 
crying aloud ^ we approach thee with prayers to thy god- 130 
head. And thou, O Lycian king, prove thyself a very wolf 
to the hostile army, [in response] to the voice ^ of our sigh- 
ings. And thou, O virgin daughter of Latona, do thou 
make ready thy bow. 

Ah me, ah me ! I hear a din of chariots round about the 
city, (O queen Hera !) the axle-boxes of weighed-down axles 
scream, (O Artemis beloved !) ah me, ah me ! and the air 
a-quiver with spears is in a frenzy. What is our city 140 
undergoing? What will become of it? Whither will 
Heaven yet direct the issue ? 

Ah me, ah me ! A shower of stones is coming upon the 
battlements struck from afar, (O Apollo beloved !) there is 
a clatter at the gates of brass-bound shields — child of Zeus, 

1 \l,6<pos Wakefield [^rf/Sos M.]. 

^ aiiTovffai Seidler [^iiriova'ai M.]. 

^ oiriJo (Hesychius iiiriif ■ (pavii) Hermann [owtSs M.]. 

6 
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from whom comes ^ the sacred decision ending the strife in 
battle, and thou, O Onca, blest queen established before our 
city, come to the rescue of our seven-gated town. 150 

O divinities all-sufficing, O ye perfect guardian^ds and 
goddesses of this land's defences, betray not the war-wearied 
town to an army of outlandish speech, — Hear ye, heaFfully 
the prayers of maidens which they offer with outstretched 
hands 

But,2 O divinities beloved, encompassing the city as its 
deliverers show yourselves friendly to it. Take thought of 160 
the ceremonies publicly performed, and taking thought of 
them protect them. Aye, and be ye mindful, I pray, of the 
city-fesjtivals with abundant sacrifice. 

Eteocles. You I ask, you intolerable creatures. Is it the 
best [method of bringing] safety to the city and confidence 
to this army here beleaguered, that you should thus 
prostrated before the images of our tutelary gods cry aloud 
and shriek, O abominations of the self-controlled ? Neither 170 
in dangers nor in welcome prosperity may I ever be 
companion of the female sex ; for a woman, when she has 
her way, is a bold thing impossible to live with, and when 
she is terrified, is a yet greater mislhief to home and city. 
So now ye, by making these flights hither and thither, 
inspire with your clamour spirifless cowardice in the 
citizens ; and, though things outside are going as much as 
possible in our favour, yet we by our own folk are being 
ruined from within. Now if there be atiy that will not give 
ear to my authority — be it man or woman or aught neutral 
— against them sTiall a vote of death be cast,' and in nq;fSl 
wise shall [the condemned one] escape death from stoning 

' Ttti Albs, tStv von den Bergh [ical AtiSev M.]. 

' \vTijptot <S'>, answering /i^ irpoSare above [<t'> Seidler; 
Kvrtjpioi M.]. 

' PfPK7f<rerat Tucker [PovMvcreTai M.]. 
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bj^the people. Outside matters are a man's business'; 
let not a woman advise as to them. Remain thou within 
doors, and create not mischief. Hearest thou or hearest 
thou not, or am I speaking to a deaf woman ? 

Chorus. O beloved son of Oedipus, I shuddered at 
hearing the din of rumbling chariots, when the naves 
screamed as the wheels revolved, and the noise ^ of the 
guides in the horses' mouths — their fire-forged bridles. 190 

Eteocles. What then ? Surely the sailor never yet found 
means of safety by fleeing from the helm to the bows when 
his ship was labouring in the ocean waves ? 

QJwum- But it was in reliance upon the , gods that I 
came out from the "house ^ to the ancient images of the 
divinities, when the roar'of the deadly^elting storm arose 
at our gates: then indeed was I impelled by terror to 200 
supplications of the gods that they would extend their aid 
to the city. 

Eteocles. Let your prayer be that the defences may keep 
out the foe. This -will be for the gods to grant. But, all 
the same, 'tis said that when a city is taken, her gods 
desert her. 

Chorus. Never during my life may this assemblage of 
divinities desert us : never may I live to see this city 
overrun by conquerors and their army kindling it with 
destructive flames. 

Ete^jcks. ,,1'pray you be not ill-advised in thus calling to 
the gods. \Obedience is the mother of Success, spouse of 210 
one who gives safety. Such is, the saying. 

Chorus. 'Tis so. Yet is the might of Heaven above 
all : and doth oft in dangers, even after sore distress, lift the 
cloud of despair hanging over men's eyes. 

Eteocles. ' Men's business it is to manage sacrifices and 

^ Reading provisionally hiriav anon, in Paley [aiiiiri/«K M.]. 
2 iTf ((So/jos, cf. ^sch. frag. 386 [wprfSpo/tos M.]. 
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consultations of the gods, when about to try the strength of 
their foes ; but thy part^ it is to keep silence and remain 
within the chambers. 

Chorus. Through the gods it is that we enjoy a city 
unconquered, and that our defences keep off a horde of 
ill-wishers. What just censure objects to this [attitude 
of ours] ? / 220 

Eteocles. I have no„Qbj.ectiorL-to your^ionouring the race 
of gods. But, thkt ye may not make the citizens lose 
heart, be quiet ; and do not over-much give way to terror. 

Chorus. It was on hearing a sudden din that in trembling 
fear I came all in confusion to the acropolis, the abode of 
honour. 

Eteocles. Do not ye, if ye hear of any dying or wounded, 
be eager to receive them with cries of sorrow. For the 
slaughter of men is that whereon Ares is maintained. 230 

Chorus. Aye, and hark ! I hear the neighing of steeds. 

Eteocles. Though thou hearest it, show not over-plainly 
that thou hearest. 

■Chorus. The city groans from earth beneath, as though 
men were surrounding it. 

Eteocles. Then it is enough that I should take measures 
about this. 

Chorus. I am in fear: a battering is increasing at the 
gates. 

Eteocles. Will you keep silence, and say nought about it 
up and down the city ? 

Chorus. O ye assembled gods, desert not our defences. 

Eteocles. Will you be silent — a curse on you, — and 
refrain from this talk ? 

\, Chorus. Gods of our city, let me not meet with a slave's 
fate. 

Eteocles. 'Tis thou thyself that art like to enslave both 
me and the whole city. 240 
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Chorus. O almighty Zeus, turn thy bolt against our 
enemies. 

Eteocles. O Zeus, what a race of women hast thou given 
to us ! 

Chorus. Truly a miserable one — as are men whose city 
has been taken by the enemy. 

Eteocles. Dost thou speak ill-omened words, and that 
whilst touching the images ? 

Chorus. Through timidity fear runs away with my tongue. 

Eteocles. If only thou wouldst grant a trifling boon to my 
request ! 

Chorus. Speak it as quickly as may be, and I shall 
quickly know. 

Eteocles. Be silent then, wretched woman ; terrify not your 
friends. 

Chorus. I am silent. In company with others I will 
endure my appointed fate. 

Eteocles. This speech of thine I prefer to those others. 250 
Now in addition come thou outside the [precinct of] the 
images, and implore the gods to be our helpers in victory : and, 
after hearing my prayer, then do thou loudly ch^t a solemn 
strain of well-wishing, the cry accompanying sacrifice [pre- 
scriBed by] Hellenic custom, an encouragement to friends, 
removing thus their fear of the foe. And I to the tutelary 
gods of the country, both those that haunt the plain and 
those that watch over the market, and to the waters of 
Dirce — nor do I leave out Ismenus — do vow that we, when 
things have gone well and the city is saved, drenching with 260 
blood of sheep the altars of the gods and sacrificing bulls 
in their honour, will set up trophies ; and upon the sacred 
buildings wilF I hang in front of the temples spear-won 
spoils of foemen, the vestments of our enemies.'- Make 

' In V. 263 TraKifiiav eirBijuairi is probably part of a gloss upon 
^d^vpa Saiay. 
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such thy prayer to the gods, not indulging in lamentation ; 
nor with vain and threatening bluster, for no whit the more 
by that wilt thou escape thy destiny. For my part, I will 
go and station six champions against six with myself as 
seventh, as opponents to the foe in heroic style, at the seven 270 
exits from the walls, ere messengers in hot haste and flying 
rumour of report arrive and set us on fire by [the urgency 
of] the need. ' [£xii Eteocles. 

Chorus. I make it my care : but through fear my spirit is 
not lulled to rest. Near to my heart, anxieties are kindling 
terror of the folk around our walls, as a timid dove dreads on 
behalf of her nestlings snakes dangerous to her brood. For S!80 
some are advancing in full force and close array against the 
towers, (what will become of me !) and some are hurling 
pebbles at our citizens exposed on both sides. By every 
means, O gods of Zeus' race, rescue the city and host of 
Cadmus' line. 290 

What land better than this will ye get in exchange, if ye 
abandon to its foes this deep-soiled country and the water 
of Dirc^, most healthful of all draughts that Poseidon the 
encompasser of earth sends up, and the children of Tethys ? 
Therefore, O tutelary gods, by sending upon ^ those outside 300 
our towers disaster with slaughter of men and flinging away 
of shields, earn for yourselves praise in the eyes of these 
citizens ; and be ye securely established as rescuers of the 
city [in response] to our prayers. 

For piteous it is to send to the Under-world, a prize of 
the spear reduced to slavery, an ancient city dishonourably 
brought to ruin in crumbling diist by an Argive warrior 
through the will of the gods; and that these women should' 810 
be dragged away as captives, young and old (ah me, ah 
me !) by their hair, like horses by their manes, with tearing \ 
of their robes about them. 'The city groans being made 

' K«T^ (with inPa}\dvTfs) pif^inrKov, (c.t.A.. / 
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desolate, as the captives of mingled speech ^ are carried away. 
I anticipate with dread a grievous fate. 

Pitiful indeed it is that maidens of marriageable age, before 320 
the rites which cull the flower of virginity, should pass from 
their homes on a hated journey, — what say you ? I count 
that one who perishes has far better fortune than this, — for 
numerous (ah me !) when a city is captured are the ills it 
suffers. -One drags off another, slays, sets fire to parts of the 
town : all ^he citadel is murky with smoke. Ares in frenzy, 330 
subduer of men, is the inspirer — desecrating all ties of piety. 

Tumults arise in the citadel, and the towered circumvalla- 
tion ^ is pushed close to the town ; and man by inan is slain 
with the spear; and wailing cries, choked in blood, of young 
children resound, cries of infants at the breast. And there 
are plunderings, near allied to dispersed flights : pillager 
meets with pillager, and the empty-handed calls to the 340 
empty-handed jvishing to have a partner, greedy each of 
them for a share neither less nor [only] equal. What after 
this is it natural to conjecture ? 

And fruits of the earth of all sorts strewn upon the ground 
cause sorrow as they meet the eye ; and sad are the faces 
of the waiting-maids. Freely is earth's produce swept a 
medley away in valueless streams. And young female slaves 
have new sorrows, unhappy in their union by right of 350 
capture with some victorious warrior, since now that the foe 
is conqueror they must expect a nightly office to come, 
increasing ^ still their tearful griefs. 

Semichorus. The scout, my friends, is bringing us, as it 
seems to me, some fresh ' information ; urging in haste the 
forwarding axles of his feet. 

' I.e. including the female slaves, cf. v. 350 sqq. 
^ On the use of towers both in attack and defence, cf. C. W. C, 
Oman, Medi<eoal Warfare. 
' iirlppoSov ai^rirtK6y (w}). 
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Semichorus. Lo ! the king himself, son of Oedipus, is 
here at 1 just the moment to hear the scout's report; and 360 
haste makes his gait, too, uneven. 

(Enter from opposite sides of stage Eteocles and 
Messenger.) 

Messenger. I can tell from full observation the doings of 
our opponents, and how each has drawn his allotted station at 
our gates. Tydeus already at the gate of Proetus is fretting 
— yet the seer forbids him to cross the Ismenus, since the 
sacrifices are not propitious. But Tydeus in wild excitement 
and eager for the fray is uttering sounds like hissings of a 
snake in the mid-day heat ; and assails with taunts the seer, 
wise Oecleides, that 'out of cowardice he is shrinking 370 
before [the approach of] death and battle.' Shouting such 
words, he shakes three overshadowing crests, the hairy > 
plume of his helmet ; and from beneath his shield bells of 
wrought brass are making a terrifying din. And upon his 
shield he bears a vaunting device as follows — a sky fashioned 
ablaze with stars ; and in the middle of the shield a brilliant 
full moon, most august of the stars, the eye of. Night, stands 
out conspicuous. In such wild exultation, with armour of 
boastful device, he is shouting on the river-bank j longing 
for the combat, like a horse fighting against the bit in his 
impatience who chafes as he hears ^ the trumpet-caU. Whom 380 
wilt thou station to oppose this champion? Who, when 
the bolts of the gate of Proetus are withdrawn, can be trusted 
to defend it? 

Eteocles. At no man's fancy costume shall I be frightened. 
Your devices make no wounds : crests and bell hurt not 
without a spear-thrust. And as for this Night glittering 

' iU Porson. 

^ Reading provisionally KKiav Tyrrwhit [/ieiiuv M.]. 



THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 89 

with stars which thou sayest occupies the sky upon his 
shield, perhaps the conceit^ may prove prophetic to one I 
know. For if in death night descends upon his eyes, then 390 
to him that bears it this high-vaunting device will prove 
itself rightly and correctly named, and he himself shall make 
this insolence prophetic against himself. Now against Tydeus 
I will station the bfave son^ of Astacus here, as defender of 
the gate, — a man of right noble birth who worships the 
throne of Honour and detests arrogant speech ; for idle in 
mean actions, but no coward, is he wont to be ; and from 
the Sown Heroes, they whopi Ares spared, his stock is 
sprung, and truly a native of this soil is he, — Melanippus. 400 
The issue will Ares with his dice determine. Justice how- 
ever, his near kinswoman, makes him her champion to keep 
off the foeman's spear from the mother who bore him. 

Chorus. May the gods grant that our champion gains the 
victory, who in a just cause speeds forth to fight for his city. 
Yet I fear on behalf of my friends to look on deaths by 
bloodshed. 

Messenger. To him may the gods so grant to be victorious. 
But at the Electran gate Capaneus is stationed by lot j a 410 
giant this man — taller than the one before mentioned; — and 
his bo&sting words betoken thoughts unsuited to a mortal, 
and he threatens terrible things (which may the gods not 
bring to pass !) against our defences ; for he declares that, 
whether Heaven wills it or wills it not, he will sack our 
town, and not even the wrath of Zeus striking down upon 
the plain in his path shall restrain him. Lightning flashes 
and thunderbolts he compares to the warmth of the noon- 
tide sun. And he bears for device a naked man carrying 
fire, and a torch ready for action is blazing in his hands ; 420 
and in letters of gold he announces, ' I will burn the city.' 
To a man like this do thou send — who shall engage with 
' TJ'yyola Dindorf [1} ayoia M.]. 
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him, who shall abide without a tremor so vaunting a 
warrior ? 

Eteocks. To this advantage of ours^ [in his over- 
confidence] yet another is added [in his impiety].^ Of a 
foolish mind surely his own tongue is true evidence against 
a man. Capaneus utters threats, prepared to carry them 
out, — and, slighting the gods as he exercises his tongue in 
foolish exultation, sends, though a mortal, swelling words 
ringing up to Zeus, — yet am I confident that against him 430 
will justly come the ' fiery thunderbolt in no way to be 
compared to the warmth of the noontide sun. And against 
him, for all his insolence of speech, is ranged a champion 
fiery of spirit, stalwart Polyphontes, one to be relied upon as 
a guard, by favour of protecting Artemis and with aid of the 
other gods. Tell of another that hath his post at some 
other gate. 

Chorus. May he perish who makes great boasts against 
our city, and may a thunderbolt restrain him ere he burst 4^ 
into my chambers, or ever with insolent spear make havoc 
of maiden bowers. 

Messenger. Hear then, I will tell of him that next in 
order hath his station at the gates. The third for whom 
the lot leapt forth from the upturned helm was Eteoclus, 
that he should lead his company against the gate of Neis. 
And he is wheeling to and fro his mares snorting in their 
headgear, willing to meet their death at the gate; and, 
in barbaric fashion, the nose-bands filled with breathings 460 
from the nostrils of his steeds are making a whistling sound. . 
And his shield is blazoned in no mean style : — a man in 
armour is ascending the steps of a scaling-ladder to an 
enemy's tower, seeking to storm it. And this one too in a 

' Or (with Blomfield), ' In the case of this man too, advantage is 
added to advantage.' 
2 Cf. v. 430. 
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String of letters cries that, ' Not evgij Ares shall dash him down 
from the defences.' So against this one do thou send 
him who can be 'trusted to keep the yoke of slavery from 
this town. 

Eteocles. I will send at once this man here : and with 
good luck ^ . . . There now he is sent on his way, bearing 460 
his boast in his hands, Megareus — the seed of Creon of the 
race of the Sown — who will go forth from the gate no whit 
alarmed at the noise of the snortings of excited horses ; but 
either in death will pay in full his debt of nurture to the 
land, or having captured two men and the citadel upon the 
shield will deck with trophies his father's house. Tell me 
of the vauntings of another of them. Spare me nothing in 
thy tale. 

Chorus. Hail, O champion of our homes ! I pray that our 
side may, be victorious, and that defeat may be the portion 
of our foes. Even as with frenzied mind they shout 
boastful threats against the city, so may Zeus the avenger 470 
look upon them in wrath. 

Messenger. Another, fourth in order, having as his post 
the neighbouring gate of Onca Athena, is taking station 
by it with a shout, — the form and mighty bulk of 
Hippomedon. And at the mighty orb — I mean the circle 
of his' shield — I shuddered, as he twirled it : I will not , 
speak beside the truth. And no mean artificer was the 
contriver of the device, who wrought upon the shield a 
work of art ^ as follows : — Typhon sending forth from his 480 
fire-breathing mouth black smoke, flickering sister of flame ; 
and the rim running round the convex boss of the shield is 
made solid all round with coils of snakes. And the warrior 
himself raises ever and anon a shout, and inspired by Ares 
is wildly raving like a Maenad for the fray, glaring terribly. 

^ There is a lacuna, probably of several lines, at this place. 
" Cf. Theocritus xv. 
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The enterprise of such a man must be well- guarded against ; 
for panic is being already boastfully predicted at the gate. 

Eteocks. In the first place Onca Pallas, as having her 
abode near the city hard by the gate, loathing the warrior's 
insolence will keep him away, as it were a dangerous snake, 490 
from her brood. And Hyperbius, stout son of Oenops, has 
been chosen as a champion against yon chataipion, willing 
enough to discover what fate [he may expect] of Fortune ^ 
in time of need, — a man not to be despised either in form 
or spirit or in the fashion of his equipment. And with 
good reason did Hermes pair them ; for hostile is our hero 
to the champion with whom he will engage, and fhey twain 
will bring into conflict gods [depicted] on their shields who 
are hostile to each other. For the one bears [as device] 
fire-breathing Typhon, and Hyperbius has father Zeus, stand- 
ing upright, planted upon the shield, making his thunder- 600 
bolt blaze in his hand ; and no one, I think, yet saw Zeus 
vanquished. Such then is the favour 'of the divinities on 
both sides, we are on the side of the conquerors, they on that 
of the conquered. And, inasmuch as Zeus was conqueror 
of Typhon in battle, it is likely that the men opposed to each 
other will fare even as [the gods they bear]; and for 
Hyperbius, in conformity with his device, may Zeus prove 
a protector. 

Chorus. I^have full confidence that he who bears on his 
shield the unloved form of the under-world divinity who 
strove against Zeus, a presentment detestable to man- 510, 
kind and to the long-lived gods, will leave his head in 
front of our gate. 

Messenger. May it prove so. I tell next of the fifth, who 
received the fifth station at the Borraean gate, over, 
against the tomb of Zeus-born Amphion. He vows by 

' ^{i<rT0f)9(rai /totpav Tiixi\i='iQiiu>vas mifaaiiu. Choeph. 511, Ag. 
1163. 
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the spear which^ he carries, having the hardihood to 
reverence it more than any god and as more precious than 
his eyes, that surely he will sack the Cadmean city in sgite 
of Zeus. Such is the speech of the handsome-faced off- 
spring of a mountain-nurtured mother, a youth with a man's 520 
spirit ; and whiskers are just coming on his cheeks, his time 
of life producing them, thick hair growing up. And he, 
fierce in spirit that recalls not a maiden's name, and with 
grim countenance, stands nigh. Not indeed without a 
vaunting device does he station himself at the gate. On 
his bronze-wrought shield, the rounded defence of his body, 
he was swinging a Sphinx fastened to it with rivets, she 
that eats men raw, the reproach to our city, a shining 
figure hammered out from within. And beneath her she 
is carrying one of the Cadmeans, so that most shafts are 530 
launched against this man. And now that he is come it is 
likely he will be no petty trafficker in battle, — nor bring 
discredit on his . long journey hither, — Parthenopaeus of 
Arcadia. A man of such quality is he, who has left his 
country and in repayment to Argos for her care in rearing 
him to comely manhood is threatening against these towers 
things which may Heaven not accomplish. 

Eteodes. Yes, for if they obtain from Heaven what they 
design against us, with those impious vaunts of theirs, in 
utter ruin and misery will they perish. For this one too, 
the Arcadian as thou callest him, is there a warrior who 540 
boasts not, tut his hand looks for vigorous employment. 
Actor J brother of him I named before ; who will not suffer 
a, tongue unattended by deeds to find its way within the 
gates and breed mischief, nor him that bears upon his 
hostile shield the image of a hateful monster to enter ; but 
remaining outside she^ shall have reason to complain of 

^ i\a6i V Hermann {iiyiifv M.]. Probably, however, there is a 
lacuna after v. 546. 
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him that seeks to carry her within, meeting with repeated 
batterings at the foot of the city-wall. And by favour of 
the gods I shall be found to speak true.^ 

Chorus. The tale goes through my heart: the tresses of 550 
my lifted hair stand on end to hear^ the high words of 
high-vaunting impious men. May the gods destroy them 
on our land. 

Messenger. I will speak now of the sixth, a warrior of 
much mo^bsty and valiant in coisljat, a seef^ — the doughty 
Amphiaraus. Stationed at the Homoloian_gate he is 
shouting repeatedly at the stalwart Tydeus with reproaches 
as, ' the murderer, the troubler of the city, greatest teacher 
of evil ways to Argos, a priest ^ of Erinys, a minister of 
slaughter, and adviser of this evil course to Adrastus ' ; and, 560 
again, ... * uplifting his eyes, and twice reproachfully divid- 
ing the name at the end [of his speech], he calls thy brother 
Poly-nices : and from his mouth utters these words : — Is a 
deed like this acceptable to the gods and honourable for 
those who come after to hear and relate, an attempt to sack 
thy ancestral city and the [shrines of] thy kinsmen's gods 
by launching against them an army of mercenaries. What 570 
plea can extinguish [the guilt of] a mother's murder? How 
shall thy motherland, made captive by the spear through 
thy rash enterprise, be thine ally ? I myself shall doubtless 
enrich this soil with my blood, a seer lying in darkness 
beneath an enemy's land. Let us to the combat : I look 
for death but not dishonour. Such words spoke the seer, 
handling his rounded shield of bronze ; and upon its circle 
there was no device, for his wish is, not to appear, but 'to 
be, a man of merit — ^reaping the harvest of a furrow deep in 580 

^ The reading of this line is doubtful. 
^ K\mtv Paley [Kkiwv M.]. 
^ AjjT^po H. L. Ahrens [KA.7)T^pa M]. 
* irpotr/iipai' liSe\<pe6v (563) is corrupt. 
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his mind, whence spring his worthy resolves. Against this 
man I advise thee to send an opponent wise and brave. 
Formidable is he who reverences the gods. 

Eteodes. Alas, for the luck which in mortal affairs 
associates the just man with the impious ! In every under- 
taking nothing is worse than evil company : there no fruit 
is to be gathered. The [field of] infatuate daring has death 
produced as its harvest. Indeed a righteous man, embarked 
on a ship as associate of reckless sailors and some criminal 690 
act, has ere now perished with the Heaven-detested crew. 
Or again, a just man associated with churlish citizens who 
forget the gods falling himself, in spite of his merits, into 
the same snare with them, has ere now been laid low by the 
scourge of Heaven that visits all alike. Even so the seer, I 
mean the son of Oecles, a man modest and just and brave and 
righteous, a prophet of renown, through his association with 
impious men of unbridled tongues, who are going a long march 
in despite of reason, shall by Zeus' will be dragged down with 
them to reach that far-off city. I think indeed that he will 600 
not even assault the gate, not as being wanting in courage ^ 
or from cowardice of spirit ; but he knows in what fashion 
he is to meet his death in combat, if the divine warnings of 
Loxias bear fruit. And Loxias is wont either to keep 
silence, or to speak what is to the point. Yet will I station 
one to oppose him, the stalwart Lasthenes, a guardian of 
the gate surly to strangers. He shows a mature mind, 
though a youthful frame; a man of^ swiftglancing eye, 
and as to his hand, — he is not slow to snatch the naked eio 
spear from alongside the shield. But a man's good fortune 
is the gift of Heaven. 

Chorus. Ye gods who listen to these ouf just supplications, 
in order that the city may prosper make them accomplished, 

' i,Svji.ov Turnebus (oi^ ^^ S(i\6v scholiast) l&ev/ios M.]. 
^ The accusatives added, as commonly, in description. 
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turning from us the evils of war upon the invaders.^ May 
Zeus cast them forth from the towers and destroy them with 
his thunderbolt. 

Messenger. The seventh here at the seventli_gate^ will I 
now tell of, thine own brother, the fate that he vows and 
prays for to befall our city. Standing upon the towers and 620 
having been proclaimed King to the whole land, raising in 
triumph a shout as over a captured city, [he vows] to engage 
with thee and having slain thee to die near by ; or, if he lives, 
to punish thee, as one who ^ dishonoured him by driving him 
from his home, with banishment in the same fashion as a 
revenge. Thus shouts the stalwart P olynices. and calls 
upon the gods of his family to see to the full accomplishment 
of his prayers. And he carries a handy buckler, newly 
wrought, and a device of two figures attached to it by 530 
rivets : — a Man in semblance of a warrior in beaten gold a 
Woman is leading, preceding him with modest gait. She 
declares herself to be Justice, as the letters announce, [with 
the legend], ' I will restore this man from exile, and he shall 
have his city and the range of his ancestral home.' Of such 
nature are the inventions of our foes. Do thou thyself now 
decide whom to send forth : for in regard to the present 
speaker thou wilt never find reason to complain of his 
report; but it is for thee to decide of thyself how to guide 
the ship of state. 

Eteocles. O miserable our race descended from Oedipus, 640 
infatuated by the Gods and an object of their hate ! Alas ! 
now indeed are my father's curses being accomplished. 
Still it becomes us not either to wail or weep, lest [cause 
for] lamentation even harder to bear may be produced 
thereby. But for him so justly named, Polynices I mean, 

^ ih iiriii6\civs Seidler. 

^ i.Tina(rTTipd y' Sis Walter Headlam [t3s mutatum in riis M., 
rill G. mutatum in ff &s quod habet Taur.]. 
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we shall soon know for certain in what that device of his 
will result : whether gold-wrought letters on his shield idly 
bragging in company with wandering of mind will bring him 
from exile. Had Justice, virgin daughter of Zeus, been 
companion of his deeds and mind, that would perhaps have 
come to pass. But neither when brought forth to light by 650 
his mother, nor in his growth, nor when he reached youthful 
manhood, nor at the first harvest of a bearded chin, did 
Justice ever regard him or admit him to her presence ; nor 
yet will she, I think, stand by to aid him in this evil treat- 
ment of his own land, — she who would falsely be named 
Justice if she associated with one of so reckless a mind. ■ 
In this have I full confidence, and will engage with him 660 
myself: what other has the better right? — prince with 
prince and brother with brother, foe with foe, I shall 
engage. Sring my greaves at once, my defences against 
point and stone. 

Chorus. Child of Oedipus, most dear to us, prove not 
thyself like in temper to him that hath the worst of names. 
No ! let it suffice that Cadmean warriors do battle with 
Argive ; for blood so shed may be expiated. But of warriors 
who are brothers death thus inflicted by each other's hands 
— of pollution such as this there is no decay. 

Eteodes. If indeed a man may suffer a wrong without 670 
dishonour, then let it be so : that alone counts as gain among 
the dead. But of wrongs which involve disgrace, thou wilt 
find no glory to tell of. 

Chorus. Child, for what art thou fain ? Let not wrathful 
lust of combat infatuate carry thee away. Cast away from 
thee the beginnings of desire for evil. 

Eteocks. Since Heaven is urging on the event, let the 
wave of Cocytus go with the breeze, having made its own 
the whole race of Laius that is abhorred of Phoebus. 

Chorus. A fiercely gnawing desire doth impel thee to 

7 
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accomplish slaughter bitter in its fruits by the shedding of 
blood forbidden to thee. 680 

lEieovks. Aye, for nigh to me sits in anger the black i curse 
of my dear father with dry te^kpl? eyes, telling me of gain 
which ranks before death whiclFcounts for Jiess. 

Charm. But do not thou be hasty. Thou wilt not 
be called cowardly, since thou hast ordered thy life well 
[until now]. Erinys of dark segis will go from the house 
•when the gods receive propitiatory offerings at thy hands. 

Mteocks. By the gods we are already it seems made of no 
account, and the favour they pay regard to is the favour of 
our death. Why then should we shrink before our fatal doom ? ego 

Chorus. [Seize the occasion] now when [doom] stands 
near at hand ; since Fortune may yet ^ come with a fresher 
breeze in thy favour, shifting with a change of thy disposition 
made at the last moment, although now she is still stormy 
against thee. 

£teocles. [Stormy indeed] for the curses of Oedipus have 
broken out in fury. Too true were the visions assigning 
the division 'Of our ancestral wealth, that appeared in dreams 
by night. 

Chorus. Yield to women, although thou dislikest to do so. 

Eteodes. Let something be said of which the doing is 
possible. Ni need of a long speech. 700 

Chorus. Go not thou on this errand [to station thyself] 
at the seventh gate. 

Eteodes. Now that I am whetted for the contest, thou 
wilt not blunt me with thy talk. 

Chorus. Yet is there a victory, even if it means defeat, 
which the gods hold in honour. 

Eteodes. It is not for a man who bears arms to approve 
such a saying 

^ Readinlf provisionally /tc\Bu/' kfih. Weil [rexti &p& M. ]. 
' bS Tpmroff Paley \i,vrpeit<ua M.J. 
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Chorus. Art thou willing to cull the fruit of a brother's 
murder ? 

Eteodes. When Heaven sends them thou canst not escape 
from misfortunes. ,^ \Exit Eteocles. 

Chorus. I shudder at the goddess who destroys homes, 
unlike to the other deities, propJaet of evil true to the utter- 
most, Erinys of a father — ^invoked to fulfil the wrathful 710 
imprecations of distraught Oedipus. This strife disastrous 
to his children is urging them on. 

A Chalybian stranger is apportioning their shares, coming 
from his Scythian home as a fatal distributer of possessions, 
— the cruel steel, which hath allotted to them so much 
land to dwell in as they occupy in death, [deciding that] 720 
they share not between them the broad plains. 

When by each other's hand they shall have perished by 
mutual wounds, and the dust of earth hath drunk the dark- 
clotted blood of their slaughter, who can bring purification ? 
who is to cleanse them [of their guilt] ? O fresh troubles of 
the house mingUng with ancient ill-fortune ! 

Of ancient origin I say was the transgression so swiftly 
avenged. To the third generation it remains, ever since 730 
Laius in defiance of Apollo, after that the fod had three 
times announced at the Pythian oracle at the centre of 
earth that by dying without offspring he would ^ preserve 
the State, yet over-persuaded by the foolish adyi<;e of those 
dear to him did beget his own destruction, Oedipus the son 
who slew his sire; even he who dared to sow the sacred 
field of his mother where ,he himself was fopt^'red with a 
root [prolific of] bloodshed. It was aberration of mind that 740 
brought to wedlock the insensate pair. 

And, as it were, a surge of iils carries them along ; one 
sinking, then it raises- another with triple cr«st which 

^ The present infinitive represents the historic present habitual in 
oracular utterances, e.g. Ag. 131. 
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dashes at last over the poop the ship of State ; and between 
us [and the sea] our protection extends but a little way in 
thickness, [the breadth only of] a tower. I fear lest together 
with its kings the city may be laid low. 750 

For of curses uttered of old brought now to effect' 
mournful is the reconciliation. Calamity passes by men of 
little substance, but wealth of traders when too densely 
packed causes wholesale throwing overboard [of cargo]. 

For what man did the gods and his fellow-citizens and 
the thronged meetings of men* so reverence as in days 
gone by they honoured Oedipus, when he removed from 715; 
the land the ravening goddess of death ? 

But when he came to true knowledge, unhappy man, of 
his wretched marriage unable to bear his woes he wrought 
in his misery with frenzied heart a double mischief. With 
the hand that slew his sire, he deprived himself of his eyes 
dearer than his children. 

And let loose against his children a curse, in anger at the ?7| 
maintenance they afforded him — bitter-tongued curses alas ! 
even that they should divide his possessions with hands 
that settled their shares by the steel. And now I tremble 
lest nimble-footed Erinys may bring [those curses] to effect. 

{Enter Messenger.) 

Messenger. Take courage, mother's darlings,^ this city has 
escaped destruction. The vauntings of stalwart men are 
fallen low. The city is in calm, and from many buffetings' 
of the surge [of war] has let in no water ; the defences still 
are proof, and we keep the gates secure by our champions 
in single combat who have fulfilled their trust. At six'of 
the gates all for the most part is well ; but the seventh has 

' T6\EiSi> Dindorf in Steph. T^Aciosp. 1958 [reXeiai M.]. 

" noKiParas ex schol. Blomfield ; ayiny Weil [iroA^/Sor^i r' aviii M.} 

' Ironical, i.e. iiannieptii'toi. Cf. ri)9aA,\o5ovs. 
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Apollo to whom sacrifice is offered on the seventh day 
taken for his own, bringing to their appointed end upon the 
race of Oedipus the errors of Laius. 

Chorus. What new happening is then so advantageous to 
the city ? 

Messenger. The city is saved; the King's sons,^ the 
warriors are dead of wounds inflicted by each other's 
hand. 790 

Chorus. Who ? What didst thou say ? I am distraught 
with anxiety as to thy announcement. 

Messenger. Listen now with sober mind. The two sons 
of Oedipus 

Chorus. Ah, woe is me ! I have a presentiment of their 
evil fate. 

Messenger. — in no doubtful fashion are indeed destroyed. 

Chorus. Po they both lie yonder ? Mournful though it 
be, yet explain thou all. 

'Messenger. .... 

Chorus. Were they thus so much disfigured each by his' 
brother's hand? 

Messenger. Even in this was their Fortune common to 
both. Of itself it now makes an end indeed of a luckless 
race. Such are the reasons we have to rejoice and to 
mourn — a city safe and sound, and on the other hand the 800 
leaders, the two captains, have received by hammer-wrought 
Scythian iron each their full property in the city's wealth. 
They will ha.ve for their own the ground they occupy in 
their burial, carried thither on the course set them by their 
father's curse. The city is saved ; and the land has drunk 
the blood of two royal brothers through their slaughter of 
one another. 

Chorus. O mighty Zeus, and guardian gods of our city 

^ This line, which inteiiupts the stichomuthia, was deleted by Person 
as imported from v. 805. 
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who are the preservers of these towers of Cadmus, whether sio 
am I to rejoice and raise a cry of gladness for the security i 
which is our rescuer, or am I to bewail the leaders iti war 
thus unfortunate, luckless, childless — who all too trtily in 
accordance with their name ' the men of strife ' have 
perished in impious intent ? 

O black Curse of Oedipus and his race now brought to 
accomphshment, a chill of sorrow falls upon my heart! 
Inspired [by grief], I compose a dirge for the grave, now 820 
that I hear of their corpses dripping blood by evil fate thus 
dead. Ill omened indeed was their concert of spears. 

It worked to fulfilment, nor did it relax — that solemn 
utterance from a father's lips; and the resolves of Laius 
due to his want of faith have had effect till now. Anxiety 
remains as to the city; for divine warnings do not- lose 
their potency. Ah ! ye whom we bewail, this that we 830 
never looked for have ye done, and lamentable grief has 
come out of all reason. 

{The bearers carrying the corpses come into view.) 

Here now all is plaiii of itself. What the messenger tqld 
is now before our eyes. ' Twofold is our grief, double the 
evil fortune they have brought upon themselves, double the 
fated calamity now fulfilled. What shall I say? What 
else tharvthat trouble is in the house ? Come, dear ones, 
as the breeze oPsorrow carries us along, wave your hands 
about your heads as ye escort the dead, in rhythmic move- 
ment^ which accompanies the passage across Acheron of the 840 
unvoyaging ship with black sails, that is not trodden ifor 
the God of Day nor knows the sun, to the unseen landing- 
place that is the bourne of a]l. 

But see, here are come Antigone and Ismene for this 

^ Reading provisionally o-uT^pi T<<A.eu; iaaitiif Hermann [x. kawii 
a. M.]. 
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mournful office, a dirge for their brethren. In no half- 
hearted fashion, I trow, will they for their loved ones utter 
from their deejvgirdled bosoms a [strain of] grief befitting 860 
the occasion. Us it behoves to sing, before their voice is 
heard, the sad-sounding ErinyS'Song and to raise thereafter 
the unwelcome Hades-chants O ye most luckless in their 
brethren of all women who clasp the girdle about their robes, 
I weep for you and wail; and it is no guile to say that 
truly from my heart I raise this loud lament, 

O misguide.d men, who would not be persuaded by your 860 
friends, and in misfortune inexhaustible; unhappy ones,, 
who ruined your ancestral homes by recourse to the spear. 
— Unhappy ones indeed, for ye found unhappy deaths, 
fraught with disaster to your house. 

O ye who overthrew the walls of your home, and came to 
the. sight of a fatal kingship, now are ye reconciled by 
recourse to the steel. — The awful curse of your father 870 
Oedipus wrought a fulfilment true in deed. Stricken through ' 
the left sides, aye, stricken through sides born of a common 
mother, alas! thou wondrous ones; alas! for the curses 
resulting in death by each other's hand. — A home-thrust to 
house and body was [the blow] whereby thou sayest they 
were smitten in wrath that bears not telling, by a destiny 
due to a father's curse which they shared alike. 880 

Through the eity too there goes a sound of wailing ; the 
towers groan, and the plain that loved her heroes groans ; 
whilst the possessions through which came strife, through 
which camedoom of death to the ill-fatei ones, will be for 
their descendants. — They made in their bitter wrath such 890 
division of the possessions between themselves that each 
has now an equal share. The arbitrator at any rate has no 
blame from the friends [of either party], nor is Ares hailed 
as showing favour [to either side]. 

By the stroke of the steel they are as they are now, and 
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by stroke of steel there awaits them — what ? some one may 
say — their share in the ancestral tomb. — A loud-sounding 
cryi escorts them, a lamentation for these two princes, 900 
heart-rending, bewailing its own griefs and its own woes, in 
anguish of mind, with no thought of joy, weeping tears 
that are truly from my heart, which as I mourn is wasting 
away. 

[As epitaph] over the unhappy pair one may say. Much 
sorrow did they bring on their citizens and on all the ranks 
of foreigners who were destroyed in battle. — Hapless 910 
beyond all women who have the name of mother was she 
who bore them. Having taken as husband her own son, 
she bore these psinces ; who have met their end, as ye see, 
in mutual slaughter each by the hand of his brother. 

Brothers indeed, and now utterly destroyed by wounds 
unkind in frenzied strife as a termination to their feud. — 
Their hatred is stilled, and their life-blood is mingled with 520 
the gory dust : thus are they united by blood indeed. A 
fatal resolver of contentions was the stranger that came from 
over-sea, the whetted steel ; and fatal was that ill-divider of 
possessions. Ares, who brought to fulfilment their father's 
curse. 

They have their shares, unhappy men, of heaven-sent 
sorrows, receiving each his portion ; and underneath their 930 
bodies they shall have a bottomless wealth of earth. — O ye 
who have made your family blossom forth in many a sorrow, 
at the last have the Curses cried over you their high-pitched 
strain, now that the whole race has been put to flight in 
utter rout. A monument of Calamity is set up at the gates, 
whereat they were done to death ; and the divinity ceased 
its work when it laid both of them low. 940 

Antigone. Struck thou didst strike again. 

Ismene. And thou in slaying wert slain. 
^ ' Reading provisionally hxieaa^ la Weil. 
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Ant. By the spear thou didst kill. Ism. By the spear 
thou diedst. 

Ant. Miserable thy deed. Ism. Miserable thy fate. 

Ant. Let lament go forth. Ism. Let tears go forth. 

Antigone and Ismene. Thou liest low in death. 

Ant. Ah me ! Ism. Ah me ! 950 

Ant. My mind is distraught with wailing. Ism. My heart 
within me sighs. 

Ant. O thou most lamentable. Ism. And thou too, most 
unhappy. 

Ant. By one dear to thee didst thou perish. Ism. And 
one dear to thee didst thou slay. 

Ant. A twofold sorrow to relate. Ism. A twofold grief 
to see. 

Ant. Near to such griefs is this.^ Ism. And here sisters 980 
near to sisters. 

Antigone and Ismene. O grievous Fate, giver of ill gifts, 
and awful shade of Oedipus, a black Curse mighty indeed 
in power art thou ! 

Ant. Ah me ! Ism. Ah me ! 

Ant. Disaster sad to see Ism. have ye shown to me after ^ 
banishment. 

Ant. This one came with intent to slay,^ Ism. and on 970 
that errand lost his life. 

Ant. He perished indeed. Ism. and slew this one 
here. 

Ant. Hapless race ! Ism. Hapless affliction ! 

Ant. Lamentable in their relationship and lamentable in 
their woe. 

Ism. Steeped in calamity thrice over.^ 

Antigone and Ismene. O grievous Fate, giver of ill gifts, 

1 The text in this and the following line is unceitain. 

^ Ka.ra.K'Tiviliv Halm \Ka.Ti,KTm>iv M. ]. 

' Possibly SfSv/ta Tp»rA.S te should be read. 
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and awful shade of Oedipus, a black curse mighty indeed in 
power art thou ! 

Ant Thou knowest [thy destiny] by going through it, 980 

Ism. And thou art no whit behind in knowledge of 
thine. 

Ant. — when thou didst return to the city, 

Jsm, — aye, as opponent to this man here in combat. 

Ant Deadly it is to tell. Ism. Deadly it is to see. 

Ant. O trouble ! Ism. O sorrow ! 

Ant. — to home and land, Ism. — aye, and moreover 
to me. 

Ant. O prince, man of grievous misery ! Ism. O ye ful- 990 
filled of sorrows beyond all men ! 

Antigone and Ismene. O ye whom all divinities impelled 
on your fatal course ! 

Ant. O where shall we lay them in earth ? Ism. O where- 
soever is most honourable. 

Antigone and Ismene. O calamity that was mated with 
their father ! 

{Enter the Herald.) 

Herald. It is my office to announce what by the chief 
advisers of the city of Cadmus has been, and is, decreed. 
Eteocles yonder, for his friendship towards this country, it 
is resolved to bury with loving interment in the earth ; for it 
was in striving to keep out the foe that he got his own death 1000 
at this city. Pure in respect of the shrines of his ancestors 
and free from blame, he is dead [on the field of battle] 
where 'tis honourable for a young man to die. Thus with 
respect to him is it enjoined upon me to proclaim. But 
this nian's brother, the dead body yonder of Polynices, [it 
is resolved] to ca.st out unburied, a prey to dogs, as one that 
would have been destroyer of the Cadmean town unless 
some divinity had stood in the way of his spear ; and even 
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in death he shall have [the brand of] guilt in respect of his 
ancestral gods, without regard for whom he sought to take 
this city by launching against it a band of mercenaries. So 1010 
it is decreed that he shall receive his reward by being buried 
in unseemly wise by the fowls of the air ; and there shall 
attend him neither raising of a mound by hand nor shall any 
show him respect with loud strains of mourning, but he 
shall be without honour of burial by his friends. Such is 
the decree of the Cadmean authority. 

Antigone. Aye, but this have I to say to the Cadmean 
authorities : — Though none other consent to aid me in 
burying this man, I myself will bury him, and will undertake 
the risk of burying my own brother ; nor am I ashamed 
at incurring [the reproach of] disobedience that refuses 1020 
submission to the State. A mighty ihfluence is the common 
blood whence we are sprung, from an unhappy mother and 
an ill-fated sire. Willingly, therefore,- for one who would not 
have willed it so, does my heart — the living for the dead — 
take a share in his misfortunes in sisterly spirit. His flesh 
never, shall empty -bellied wolves gorge upon. Let no one 
think it. For I, though but a woman, will of myself contrive 
a tomb and [means of] interment for him, carrying [earth] 1030 
in the bosom of my linen robe, and with my own hands will 
cover him. Let no one think the contrary. To my courage 
a plan will occur that will prove effective. 

Herald. I give thee notice not-to act in defiance of the 
State in this matter. 

Antigone. I give notice to thee not to make useless pro- 
clamations to me. 

Herald. Yet the people is severe, now that it has escaped 
danger. 

Antigone. Talk as you will of severity. This man, shall 
not be deprived of burial. 

Herald. But wilt thou honour one whom the city hates ? 
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Antigone. Yes, for his condition is not beyond honour in 
the sight of the gods. 

Herald. It was not so, before he brought his country 
into danger. 

Antigone. Having suffered wrong, he was but requiting it 
with wrong. 1040 

Herald. But against all the citizens, instead of against 
one man only, was this enterprise of his directed. 

Antigone. Contention is the last of the goddesses to make 
an end of her tale. But I shall bury this man. Spare thy 
speeches. 

Herald. Well, be self-willed ; but I forbid thee to do it. 

Chorus. Alas, alas ! O high-vaunting fatal Furies, ruiners 
of the race, who have thus destroyed root and branch the 
stock of Oedipus ! what is to be my fate, what am I to do ? 
What shall I attempt ? How shall I endure neither to 106O 
bewail thee, nor,escort thee to the tomb? Yet am I afraid, 
and would fain avoid having dread of my own citizens. 
Thou indeed shalt find many to be thy mourners ; but he 
there shall go unwept for, having only the single voice of a 
sister's lament. Who is there would so far yield obedience ? 

Semichorus. Let the city punish those who mourn for 
Polynices, or let it not ; for we here will go as his escort, 1O6O 
and aid in burying him. For this grief is shared by all his 
race, whereas the city approves, now one way of justice, 
now another. 

Semichorus. And we will go with this one here, as the 
city and justice join in approving. For, next to the 
Blessed Ones and the might of Zeus, this was he who 
chiefly rescued the Cadmean city from being overwhelmed, 
and submerged by a wave of foreign folk. 1070 
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Chorus of Danaids. 
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Hekald. 
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(Chorus of Daw AIDS.) 

May Zeus Petitionary look with grace upon our company, 
that took ship amd launched from the fine-sanded mouths 
-of Nile ! The land divine,' whose pastures march with 
Syria, we have left in exile — no outlawry decreed^ by 
public vote for bloodshed, but in abhorrence of sinful lo 
wedlock of near kirulred with the folly-prating^ sons of 
Aegyptus. 

It was Dainaus our sire, chief in our counsels and leader 
of our cause, that determined on this move as the honour- 
ablest choice of evils, to fly pell-mell across the ocean-billow 
and put in at the shore of Argos : for thence it is hath 
grown this race of ours that claims its origin from the sting- 
tormented Cow by laying on of the hands of Zeus and by 
the breathing of his spirit. 

What friendlier land then could we come unto with these 20 

1 Or ' of Zeus.' 

^ SrifiTiXMrlav (Tumebus) . . . yvaaSeicrav.iM. Schmidt). 

® aX\' avToyefTj rSiv ^Kv^ayopcif ydfiov AlyvTrrov vaWiiiv &tre0ri t' 
iyoraCiiifvat is my correction of the MS. a)i\' ahroyiviYiiai i^v^a^duopco' 
with u\of written in erasure and an accent erased above theTfinaI,a. 
It is called yti^ov AlyimToyevrj 1064, wwyyeKij ylifwv J^. iV, %ii. 
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wool-wreathed branches, the suppliant's weapons, in our 
hands? 

O realm, O land and water white, ye gods on high and 
powers of heavy vengeance filling tombs within the earth," 
and Zeus the Saviour over all, protector of the house of 
godly men, let compassion be wafted from the land to 
accept the petition ' of this company of womenkind ; but 
that lewd swarm of males born of Aegyptus, ere they set 30 
foot upon this silted shore, drive with their swift vessel out 
into the deep, and there let them encounter angry sea, and 
by buffeting storm, thunder and lightning, and winds rain- 
laden perish, ere ever they make this cousinhood their 
own, and mount unwilling beds that holiness denies them ! 

Now call I to our succour from over seas that Zeus- 40 
begotten Calf — offspring of the flower-browsing Cow by 
the spirit of Zeus (to that handling the appointed period 
gave due confirmation in his name,' and he that she 
brought forth was Epaphui) : him call I to our aid, and 
now in the region of our ancient Mother's pasturage by 50 
recounting those former sufferings I shall display to the 
inhabitants* trustworthy warrant ° for the nonce, and others, 
though unlocked for, shall appear : and the truth (of our 
story) will be seen in the course of speech.^ 

^^The Heroes. ^ aiSeTo-^ai UeTriv is the regular phrase. 

' Ti'ii' av6ovBiioi<ras itpoyivav Pohs ^| itriwolas T.ijvis' l^a^tr iiru- 
ruiiiif S' 4iTfKpaiyeT0 iiiptrt/ios atiiv, , , . This punctuation appears to 
me necessary; cf. v. 17. jujlpo-i/ios aldv is the period of gestation: 
ereKev 8' avixa Motpai reKeaav Kur. Bacch, 99, Kvpitp fy fi7]yl Pind. 
0. vi. 3z ; Opp. Cy». iii. 156. 

* Triffrh TCK/i^pia yatovinois, Tct S' icXini irtp SiTo ^aveirai is an 
emendation by Hermann completed by Paley. 

" This is the meaning ; not ' sure proofs,' but (as in v. 277, Ag. 364, 
Soph. El. 774) evidence credible enough (Ag. izi2) to form a prima 
facie probability. The language indeed is almost legal : yviaeaSe 
■npoXivras toS \6you say the orators (e.g. Antiphbn. v. 10 ; Isocr. xvii. 
26), =^1/ nifKfi \6yov^, as TtpoUvros toB xf>^>'<><'=^>' /i^ic6» xf^"'"' 
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Now should there chance to be any native augur ^ nigh, 
he will fancy, when my complaining meets his ear, that he 60 
hears the voice of Tereus' wife of lamentable counsel^ — 
the hawk-chased nightingale, who being shut out from 
haunts (?) and rivers ^ utters a mournful plaint * for her 
wonted habitations, and weaves withal the story of her 
own child's death, how he met with an unnatural mother's 
wrath and perished by murder at her hand. 

Even so do I, lamenting in Ionian strains, ^ tear tender 70 
sunburnt^ cheek and heart unused to tears, and cull the 
bitterest of sighs, in fear concerning friends'^ — whether 
there is any to champion this flight from the Hazy Land.* 

gods of our race, regard the right and give good ear ! 80 
So shall ye be righteous toward wedlock, if ye grant not 
unto youthful lust to find unholy consummation, but look 
on outrage with a hearty hate. Even for such as flee 
hard-pressed from war there is an altar to protect the 
fugitive from the sword, sacred in the sight of heaven. 

The (will) of Zeus O might one well and truly ' 

1 Tucker reads oltcvoTraf^.wi' ' auguring.' 

' This I take to be the construction, if /i^riSos is genuine ; and I 
think it is genuine, considering the phrase of Horn, t 522 iraiS' 
o\o4>upoiievr] "IrvKoy <pl\ov Sy Tore p^aA/c^ Kreltie Si aippaSlas. 

^ otT airh x^P^y irorafiav r' ipyofteva : Tucker reads aB* virh x^<»>P^v 
TteriKav reyyo/ieya ' weeping beneath the green leaves,' taking x^^P''" 
veri\av from Hermann. 

* irsvSeT piv (Haecker for viov) otxTov ^Biav = 59 eyyatos oIktov atav. 

^ Like the mourning songs of the ' Keeners ' of Asia Minor. Observe 
that the metre in which they say this is that of the Ionian elegiac, broken 
off just before the couplet is completed. Similarly in the dirge of Eur. 
Alcest, 477, K.oi<l)a <roi x^^" eiriiyajflc irivoi, yvvai. ei Scti . . . 
the words indicated are a suggestion of the familiar elegiac epitaph. 

° eixoefprj Bothe. 

' Weil conjectures lupl\ov rSo-Se (ftvycis, and a.(p6iiov might be sug- 
gested {cf, tn>. 6 and 202). 

' i.i]p is ' atmosphere.' 

' tie' etri Aths ei irayoKriB&s ' O might one know the will of God 

8 
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The desire of Zeus is ill to seize : everywhere, even in 60 
the darkness, the flame of it burns but in obscure sort^ 
before the eyes of human folks 

But safe, and not upon its back,^ a matter falls if the 
fulfilment of it be ordained by the nod of Zeus. 

for dark and tangled stretch the paths of his intent, 100 

past understanding to discern. 

Down from their towering imaginations he hurleth 
mortals to perdition, yet equips no force : — even from his 
holy throne, whereas he sitteth, his unlaboured Harmony' 

with certainty,' I take it she was going to say, but is abraptly checked 
by another member of the Chorus, who reccgnises a proverbial aspiration, 
and replies to it. Aeschylus frequently breaks up his Chorus into 
separate voices, excitedly interruptii^ one another or expressing 
different views ; but the MSB. hardly ever afford any indication of such 
dialogue, a neglect which has caused perhaps more trouble than any 
other. At the end of this play (1054 sqq. ) there is an animated alterca- 
tion between the two parties that I conjecture in this passage. 

^ Even when it should show plain against the background of the 
night. rixVi /lolpa, and even K^p are used poetically of the ' character' 
or ' portion ' with which anything is endowed. 

^ A racy metaphor such as those from bowls, archery, tennis in our 
Elizabethans. OiJy a fall upon the back counted as a fair throw ; if 
upon the shoulder, for example, it was a iffEvSttn-riu/ia : Ar. £g. 571, 
A. P. ix. 588. 5. Lucian Anacharsis 24 Karattiitreiv re aiT(j>aKm 
ltavBi,vovffi Kai avlffracrSai tbfiapus, 

^ rav Airovov S' ap/iovlav 9iiievos &jx <t'f6vi\iiA irus for rav &irotvoy Sat- 
fiovlav ^fxevov hv ^pifrifid irus. Here Hirofoy is due to Wellauer, 
fliupos to Paley ; the rest I have restored. Aeschylus uses the metaphor 
^ain in /". K 569, otfirore retK Aibj apfiovlav Bvarav irape^latri 0oo\al, 
which it is strange no critic should have remarked to be one of his 
numerous Pythagoreanisms. The whole ordered universe (icrfir/ios, 
mundus) was conceived by Pyth^oras, using musical symbolism, as a 
harmony: see e.g. Zeller Greek Philosophy I. 465, 507. And with 
God this complicated Scheme works, in Mr Kipling's phrase, ' wheel 
within wheel to the ordered, effortless end ' {A Fleet in Being, p. 60). 
For it costs him no effort to effect his purpose ; as Xenophanes (B.C. 538) 
said of his one God, airc^vevOe Trivoio v6ov ^pei'l irdvTa KpaSatvei. Aesch. . 
/r. 99. z : ToTrfy ye n^v Zths KKe/i/ta irpe<rfivT6v irarphs avraS fifyar 
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by some means doth he accomplish after his 
design.^ 

So let him look now unto outrage upon earth, to behold 110 
how the old stem grows young again, ^ in desire of union 
with us a-burgeon with froward thoughts, its own frenzied 
purpose a resistless goad, a delusion bringing disaster to be 
rued.^ 

Such miserable sufferings while I wail, now shrill, now 
low, blended with falling tears, alas! alas I resembling * 120 
funeral dirges, though yet alive I celebrate my own lament. 

I implore the grace of hilly Apia (the outlandish utter- 
ance^ well, O land, thou kennest), and oft I fall on my 
Sidonian veil with linen-marring ^ rent. 

&fi,ox9oy ^vvffev \afieiv. Eum. 653, Pind. 0. xiii. 83, Lucret. v. 1181. 
That is the meaning of fj/ucfos ktI. ; Horn. ij> 420 aiT6Bev ix Slippota, 
naBiiiieyos, T 76, ir 56, ApoU. Rhod. i. 343 airiOev IvBa irep ^o-to, 
Ar. Pax 266 rnpafci tos v6\(is Kad^/ievos, Ach. 838; Xen. Rep. 
Aih. i. 16 oIkoi KoSiiiievot &i>ev veav ^KirXav ZtoMovai tqs iriiAcis ras 

^ a/x ^p6i>7iii,a=Karii, t^v $oi\Ti<riy. Hesych. <tpivTj/i.a: j3oi9\7)/ta, 
SdKiifia. Hdt. iii. 122: irvvBdvoiial ae iirifiovKeieiv irpiiyiiiaiTt iieyi\oiirt 
KoX xP'flpi'O-'''^ Toi oiiK elyai Karit ra ^pavitfiaTa ' according to your am- 
bitions ' or 'projects.' Find. P. ii. 49 Bebs awav iirl i\iriSeiT<ri 
TfKnap hvierai, @As i Kol irTfp6ivr' aUrhv kIx^ • • • Kai i^uppirav 
Tn/" lica/iifrc PpoTuv. ^ oV ivyed^ei Tucker. 

* Stos cnraTav iteTa\yoSs Tucker, 'a mischief and a mock, with 
sorrow in its train ' : the genitive as in A^. 373, 765. (The accent on 
the MS. utrayvois was at first a circumflex.) * ^/'0cp^ Tucker. 

^ ' Speech,' or ' expression ' (cf. irarphs aiSir Cho. 827), meaning 
the epithet Povvtv, which is repeated in v. 784. It may be inferred 
that ^ovvis was a local word in Argos. It was used about Cyrene 
(Hdt. iv. 199), and in Syracusan poetry (Phrynichus p. 355 Lobeck), 
and there was a sanctuary of "Hpa Povyala at Corinth (Pausan. ii. 4. 7); 
all these are Dorian peoples. Whatever its origin, it was regarded as 
an alien or foreign word by Philemon (Kock CAF ii. 491, 521), and 
the grammarians ; though it is frequent in the Alexandrian version of 
the LXX, and came later into general use : Dindorf in Steph. Thesaur. 

• AwoffiveThere and v. 138 Tucker and Buecheler. 
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When all proves well, then payment of due offerings 
follows free ^ unto the gods — where death be absent* 130 
trouble of undeterminable end ! Whither will this wave 
carry me ? 

I implore the grace of hilly Apia (the outlandish utter- 
ance well, O land, thou kennest), and oft I fall on my 
Sidonian veil with linen-marring rent. 

The oar and our timber's linen-woven sea-tight build '140 
still sped me by the wind's aid without storm ; and I com- 
plain not : so likewise may the all-seeing Father bring the 
end at length to pass in graciousness. 

That the great seed of an august Mother may escape 
unwedded, unsubdued, ah me ! the beds of men. 

And may his Daughter, the pure Virgin, that owns the 150 
stately portal- walls,* be fain as I am fain to look upon me 
for my preservation ^ ; and, wroth at this pursuit, come with 
all her might, maiden to a maiden's rescue. 

That the great seed of an august Mother may escape 
unwedded, unsubdued, ah me 1 the beds of men. 

Else with our boughs will we, a dark sun-smitten race, W! 
approach that nether Zeus, that most hospitable Zeus of 

^ Lucian iii. 498 rit S^ trhy Kara x^^p^s ^iriSpofiov . . • 

^ The argument is the common one, ' Who shall praise the most High 
in the grave, instead of them which live and give thanks ? Thanks- 
giving perisheth from the dead, as from one that is not,' Ecclesiasticus 
xvii. 28. 

" ' Structure,' ' fabric ' ; a lyric use. 

* For the meaning of ivdnta see Ebeling Lex. Horn., and Leaf on 
0435. This is a reference to some actual shrine of Artemis. It was 
customary to invoke divinities by flattering epithets and mention of the 
seats where they were worshipped (Walz Rhet. ix. p. 135 ; a typical 
example is the opening of Find. O. xiv.) ; and t')(iav was a common 
formula in describing such possessions ; e.g. Ar. Nub. 595 sqq., 
A. P. 251, 273, and often in the Orphic hymns. 

' I have translated kir^oKla instead of ha^aKii {cf. v. 363), and in 
what follows have adopted the conjectures irivrt Se o-fleVei StuyiMts 
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the departed ; for if we fail to win the Olympian gods, we 
will perish by the halter 1 

Ah Zeus, 'tis through ire against lo^ that vengeance 
pursueth (us) from above ! I ken thy Consort's heaven- 170 
subduing spite i for 'tis from a rough gale a stormy sea 
arises. 

And shall not Zeus be convicted ^ then by just arguments 
of neglecting the Cow's offspring that himself begat ^ of old, 
if now he hold his face averted at our prayers ? Nay, but 180 
let him give good ear from on high when now we call upon 
him ! 

Al} Zeu% 'tis, through ire against lo that vengeance 
pursueth from above! I ken thy Consort's heaven- 
subduing spite ! for 'tis from a rough gale a stormy sea 
arises. 

Danaus, Children, ye must be prudent.. Prudent Sea- 
captain was your old trusty father here ye came with ; and 
so now for our land-faring have I taken thought, and charge 
you register my words, inscribing them on the tables of your 
mind. I deso-y dust, which is the voiceless harbinger of a 
host * : — the sockets of their axles are not silent : — and L 
discern a throng, equipped with spear and shield,, with 
horses and curved chariots. It may be they are the rulers 190 
of the land, informed by messengers, and coming to spy 
upon us r but be it with peaceable intent or whetted with 
savage anger that (the host) is pushing onward this 
advance, it were wiser, my daughters, on all accounts, to go 

^ 'loCs »y Hermann. 

^ Interrogative . punctuation is necessary in any case.^ I have trans- 
lated i\iy\irai (Markscheifel:) instead of eviii\etai,. If Forson's iye^erai 
is ligM, then I think a further alteration is required of \iyois to ^iyois, 
' shall not Zeus be liable then to just reproaches, for having ne- 
glected . . .' 

^yivifi ( = ^rfire4 is a legal term^ffiirei, *oi'^<ret ' by adoption.' 

* E.g. Xen.. Andb.. i. 8. 8. 
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and seat yourselves at yonder high place of the gods of 
meeting — better than a castle is an altar ; an invulnerable 
shield. Go then with all speed, and in solemn form, 
holding in your left hands the white-wreathed petitionary 
boughs wherewith Zeus Merciful is worshipped, reply to the 
strangers (as beseemeth immigrants) in humble plaintive 200 
language of sore need, telling them plainly the story of this 
unbloody flight. And let your utterance be attended before 
all by absence of boldness, and let that which is not wanton 
proceed from a quiet eye out of faces with a modest front' 
And be neither forward nor lagging in your speech — the 
race here is exceeding jealous.'' And mind thee to be sub- 
missive — thou art a needy foreign fugitive — for it beseemeth 
not the weaker to be blusterous. 

Chor. Father, thou speakest prudently to prudent ears ; 210 
and I will observe these good charges of thine to be mind- 
ful ° : — may Zeus our ancestor regard ! 

Dan} Yea, may he regard with favourable eye ! 

Chor. I would fain be seated nigh thee even now. 

Dan. Tarry not, then, but secure means («'.«. of carrying 
out your purpose). 

Chor. O Zeus, have pity upon our labours ere we be 
undone ! 

' Ik iieraitoau^fivuiv tra Ttfoadnrav Person ; a thoroughly Aeschy- 
lean ^^^uo yoiiToi>aycs- A. P. ii. 333 €ir' iLTrhoKd/tif Si /xertiirtf '^aro 
(rao(p/io<rini. Tucker conjectures KaTuiro<ra<l>p6vav * downcast in 
modesty ' : but his objection to Porson's word, that the form of the 
compound should be iruippovoftertl^aVf is by no means fatal : £f. vrepv' 
yuxiis P. V. 30Z, TtoS&Kns, woSiivfuos, Tr6SaPpos, rpixovKos, iriyapyos, 
X^tp^coifios, x^'p^X"^"^' 

* Impatient, intolerant, prone to take offence. 

* If the text is sound, /tejuy^irfiai must be taken, I think, as depending 
on riffSe i^trfiis : cf. Lucian Tragoedopodagra v. 271 /litrTiis /le 
(ri7av ipKos o4k i^ ^piaai, ' the oath to be silent.' 

* In the arrangement of these lines I have followed Hermann. The 
distribution of them between the speakers must remain uncertain. 
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Dan. If he be willing, it will end well. Call now also 
upon yonder son ^ of Zeus. 

Clior. We call, upon the saving rays of the Sun, 

Dan. And pure Apollo, the god that was banished out 220 
of heaven. 

Chor. Acquainted with this portion, he may feel com- 
passion for those on earth. 

Dan. So may he feel, and graciously stand by us ! 

Chor. Which further of these divinities am I to call 
upon? 

Dan. I see a trident yonder, symbol of a god. ■ 

Chor. Well, he hath given us good speed hither, and 
may he likewise give us good welcome in the land. 

Dan. Here now is Hermes, ^ after the fashion of the 
Greeks. 

Chor. Then let him make proclamation of good tidings 
to free ears ! 

Dan. And make obeisance to the common altar of all 
these lords, and seat yourselves in sanctuary like a flock of 
doves in fear of hawks like-plumaged — the kinsmen your 230 
enemies who would pollute the race. Shall bird prey on 
bird and be pure ? And how should one be pure that takes 
from an unwilling father * an unwilling bride ? If he do so, 
he shall not escape arraignment for outrage* even in the 
house of Hades after death. There too ('tis said *) another 

^ Zj/j/is Xviv Kiehl (Bamberger), and Tucker, who argues fiilly against 
the MS. ifviv. 

' Kueck would read K.tif\i\ W JixXos, ' this other is a herald,' suppos- 
ing 'Ep/i^s to be an explanatory note. 

' Dem. 528. 15, Apoll. Rhod. iii. 38. 

* <t>iyri fiaraiaiy alrlas Schuetz for iidraioy : as in Attic $ialav SIktiv, 
Tcapav6fiwv ypatfyfiy. 

" The doctrine comes appropriately from an inhabitant of Egypt, for 
this was the function of Osiris (Wilkinson Ancient Egyptians iii. 
pp. 466-470) ; but the qualification ii \6yos is characteristically Greek : 
Socrates in Flat. Phcaio 107 D pre&ces his long account (ending 
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Zeus holds among the departed a last judgment upon sins. 
Consider and answer in such terms, to the end that your 
cause may be triumphant. 

{Enter the King, attended by a retinue^ 

King. To what land may we ascribe ^ this company, attired 240 
unGreek-wise and flaunting in outlandish vestures and fine 
woofs ? For the women's raiment is not Argive, nor from 
Greece at all.'' And how ye ventiu-ed so undauntedly to 
come into the country, unannounced by herald, un- 
championed by patron, and without guides — it is a marvel. 
Branches, however, in petitioners' wise have been laid by 
you ' before the gods of meeting : this alone will the land 
of Greece agree in guessing * : — so likewise there are many 250 
things might fairly have been conjectured, were there not 
speech to inform my presence.' 

Chor. Touching our attire thy language is unerring ; but 
how am I in my turn to address thee ? As a commoner, 
or as a warden with the rod of Hermes,^ or as chief ruler 
of the city ? 

King. For that^ you may answer me with confidence "^ — foi 

p. 114 c) with Aeyerot Se oBtois, and that in the Axiochus pp. 371-2 
he professes to have received ftom Gobryes the Mage, andofFeis.it for 
what it is worth. 

^ irpofftpcDi/ufL^v Weil. 

^ TO way Tucker. 

' jrop' iiiSv Pearson. 

* For ffvvotaerai Paley quotes Eur. Ion. 705, El. 52 ; but the 
phrase is difficult to understand. 

5 Soph. .£■/. 3, Ar. Av. 548. 

°. Reading i) rriplv '^pii6ppaPSov : UpippaBSov Schuetz 'with sacred 
wand.'' 

' This is clearly the meaning ; but it cannot be expressed by the 
corrupted MS. wphs ravr' a/jLeifiov Ka\ Xeyer' evBaptreis ifioi, because 
irpbs ravra or itphs ti£5« mean ' in face of this,' ' since this is so,' is S5" 
ijlivTuv T&vSs. The text must have arisen,. I think, feom a glQSS upoD 
raiTiev i^eifiov y' ehsi^ fliSttpir^i 4p«i 



THE SUPPLIANTS 121 

I am the son of Palaecthon the earth-born, Pelasgus, 
chieftain of this country : and the people that enjoys the 
fruit of it is named Pelasgian accordingly after me their 
king. Over all the region through which passes the pure 260 
Strymon^ do I hold sway upon the western side; and I 
reckon as my borders the land of the Perrhaebi and the 
parts beyond Pindus, near the Paeones, and the mountain 
of Dodonaj and another boundary that cuts short my 
realm is the liquid boundary of the sea : over all on the 
hither side of these limits do I rule. 

This plain of the Apian land itself has long borne its 
name in honour of a mediciner of old : from Naupactus on 
the further shore came Apis, leech and seer, son of Apollo, 
and purged this land of deadly monsters — a fell colony of 270 
swarming serpents — wrathful plagues ' which Earth had sent 
up on pollution by aiicient deeds of blood. For these did 
Apis by surgery and spell work cures to satisfaction, and 
by way of m,eed won from the land of Argoa mention in 
her prayers. 

Now that you have^ my warranties,* declare your race 
and speak further^ — only a long oration this people doth 
not like. 

Chor. Our tale is brief and clear. We claim to be of 280 
Argive race, the seed of a Cow blest in offspring ; and the 
truth of this my argument shall fully clinch. ^ — 

King. Stranger women, your story passeth my bfelief — how 
this race of yours can be of Argos. , For you are liker to 
women of Libya, and in no wise to the natives of this land : 

' ?s 8f hrYvbs Ipxerai Srpu/tiiv Wordsworth. 

' /iTiytTcu' &XV {Cho. 584) or fnjviTataxrj ^ Such visitations, and 
blights, and droughts and so on were regarded as due to the resentment 
(nwis) of the Chthonic powers, aroused by poUutii^ blood. Lobeck 
Aglaopham. p. 637. 1 

* ixova' &" ^Si). ^ ' Credentials,' as in v. 54. 

■■ Ttfiaa Robort ; Topus ' clearly,' Tucker. 
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— the Nile too might nurture such a breed: and similar is 
the Cyprian impress that hath been stamped by male arti- 
ficers upon female forms. And of such aspect ^ I haves 
heard there are Nomad women, pillion-riding upon camels 
going horse-fashion, inhabiting a country neighbouring the 
Ethiopians. And had ye been armed with the bow, I had 
surely taken you for the unmated flesh-fed Amazons. — But 
instruction will inform me better how your stock and seed 
is Argive. 

Chor"^. Say they that in this land of Argos lo upon a time 
was ward of Hera's temple ? 

King. She was most certainly; the tradition prevails 
widely. 

Ckor. There is a story also, is there not ? that Zeus had 3 
mortal intercourse ? 

King. Aye, and this entanglement' was not hid from 
Hera. 

Chor. What then was the issue of this loyal feud ? 

King. The goddess of Argos turned the woman into a 
cow. 

Chor. And when a horned cow, did not Zeus approach 
her still?* 

' Tolas t' liKoia Tucker for 'IvSois t" aKoia, taking 'ivSois to have 
been originally a note explaining who these Nomads were. This is 
better than Heimsoeth's conjecture, reading roias in the place of ihtu. 

" The speakers are not indicated in the MS., so that the arrangement 
of the dialogue depends only upon conjecture. 

' Tiiinra\iiyiiaTa, restored by Hermann from Hesychius with the 
confirmation of the schol. Only it cannot mean, as he supposed, 
'embraces' : i/nraKia-a-eu/ is a synonym of 4inr\4Ketv, to ensnare, 
enmesh, entangle : Hdt. vii. 85 iv epxea-i, Thuc. vii. 84, Ael. A'i A. 
V. 39, vi. 24, xii. 47, xiv. 7, xv. i, xvi. 25 ; and ifiiraKdyiiara. (rightly 
explained by Hesychius as ai ^inrhoKal) means the liaison, an entangle- 
ment in the-snares of love, Sffcrva Klivptios Ibycus, 'k^foSlras epKiiriv 
Ariphron ; cf. Lucret. iv. 11 45-8. 

* fr'Schuetz for in' This is confirmed by Lucian i. ^05 ZE*. vvv Se 7\ 
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King. So they say, in the likeness of a stallion bull. 

Chor. How then did his stubborn consort reply to that? 

King. She set the all-seeing one to keep watch over the 
cow. 

Chor. Who was this all-seeing herdsman with a single 
charge ? 

King. Argus, a son of Earth, who was slain by Hermes. 

Chor. And what else did she devise against the hapless 310 
cow? 

King. A cattle-driving sting^ to madden her. 

Chor. Those by the Nile call it an oestrus. 

King. Very well : — she was driven in a long course out 
of the land. 

Chor. This account too agrees with mine entirely. 

King. Further, she came to Canopus and to Memphis. 

Chor. Aye, and there did Zeus engender issue by laying 
on of hands.^ 

King. And who is it claims to be the Zeus-begotten calf? 

Chor. Epaphus, so named after laying on of hands. 
<King. And who was born of Epaphus ?>* 

Chor. Libya, reaping the fruit of the largest < portion >* 
of the earth. 

King. And what other offspring of hers have you to tell of? 320 

"Hpa TOia(i'n\v liroiri\ffiv avT^v ^ffKoTvir^ffaffa Sri irdvu idpa ipavra rov 
Ala. NOT. vvv ody en ip^ ttjs fio6s ; ZE#. KaX fitixa' Kal Sia tovto ^s 
Atyxmtov abr^v ire/iyjie ktc. Here (as in i. 207) Lucian is following 
the Aeschylean version of the story. 

1 fiiui^ means either an ox-goad or an ox-fly, oTfrrpos either an oxfly 
or a. frenzied imjiulse of passion, and the remark of the Chorus hints at 
variations in the story due to this ambiguity. 

^ pvalav is merely a synonym ipf i<pd^lieas in its sense of ' seizure,' as 
ippuataaros (v. 606) is of ivcircvpos. 

' A line has been lost to this effect. 

^yvs </i«pos> Todt or <Kdxos> Zakas : — not <Svoiia> yJis, as 
Forson conjectured; the land was called after the heroine (Isocrat. 
p. ZZ3 c), not the heroine after the land. 
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Chor. Belos, with two sonsj the father of my father 
here. 

King.- Tell me now what is his most sapient name.^ 

C?ior. Danaus ; and there is a brother of him with fifty 
sons. 

King. Disclose to me his name also without grudging. 

Chor. Aegyptus. And now, knowing our descent of old, 
act I pray thee so as to restore^ a band which is from 
Argos. 

King. You appear, certainly,^ to belong originally to this 
land : but how did you bring yourselves to leave your 
father's home ? What blow of fortune fell upon you ? 

Chor. King of the Pelasgians, human misfortunes are of 330 
varying sort ; nowhere will you find a matching plume * of 
sorrow. For who ever dreamed that kindred, native once, 
would bring such an unlooked-for flight^ (taking wing 
through abhorrence of wedded union) to an end at the shore 
of Argos ? 

King. Tell me what is the petition you make by these 
gods of meeting, with white-wreathed bows fresh-plucked in 
your hands ? 

Chor. That I may not become a handmaid to the sons 
of Aegyptus. 

King. By reason of hatred, mean you ? or unlawfulness ? 

Chor. Nay who would object^ to masters that they iozied? 

' The epithet by a common idiom is transferred from the person to 
the name. It is appropriate to the inventive Danaus, though. strictly the 
king could not be aware of this. 

^ Reading iroT^o-atlMarkscheSfel) or iyo-r^o-ps (VictoriusV 

' !iiK6iT6< S^>/io» Tumebus,, <it.4r> fiot Zakas. 

* A variation of the metaphorical adjective i/iiicTepos ' of like 
feather.' 

" T^i'Se .... ipvyiiv is in any case the object, not the subject, 
of Kf\iriiv. If Kf\<reiv n' is read with Schuetz, iieTmrroiova-aii will 
agree with /it. 

° ^votTo Robortellus (as ivtraCiltei/ai v. lo) fox Hvoira. 
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King. Power is thereby ^ multiplied in the world 340 

Chor. Aye, and if things go ill, divorce is easy. 

King. How then am I to show duty towards you? 

Chor. By refusing to surrender us again at the demand of 
Aegyptus' sons. 

• King. That is a hard ^ saying — to undertake the peril of a 
war. 

Chor. Nay but Justice champions those that side with 
her. 

King. Aye, supposing , I had borne a part in the matter 
from the first.^ 

Chor. Show thou reverence to the helm of the city thus 
engarlanded. 

King. I shudder as I regard these holy places over- 
shaded. 

Chor. Nevertheless,* grievous is the wrath of Zeus Peti- 
tionary. 

Son of Palaecthon, hearken unto me with gracious heart ! 350 
Behold me, thy petitioner, a fugitive running hither and 
thither like a wolf-chased heifer on precipitous rocks, where 
having found security she lows, telling the herdsman of her 
trouble. 

King. I see the company of the gods of meeting yonder 
nodding ® beneath the shade of fresh-plucked bows. — May 360 
this aifair of claimants upon the city's friendship end only 
without mischief ! And let no quarrel arise for the state 

* By intermarriage of relations. 

^ ' A serious undertaking you propose.' 

^ So Tucker, reading ^ the first person. 

^ ye fi^vrot means ' Yes, but all the same,' 'still you must remember 
that' : TAe6. 703, 1035, A^. 929, Soph. E/. 398, HAes. 579. Unless, 
therefore, there is a lacuna before this line, it would seem that the , 
Chorus understand the King to mean ' I tremble to think of my respon- 
sibility.' 

^ As it were ' nodding assent ' : veiov9' Bamberger for veov 6', 
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from causes unforeseen and unforestalled ; for the state hath 
no need of any such. 

CAof. Yea may the suppliant-law of Zeus Apportioner 
regard our flight that it bring not any mischief! Let thine 
old experience learn from one of younger birth : if thou re- 
gard a suppliant, thou (shalt) not (see) penury^ .... 
- from a holy man. 

Xing. 'Tis not my house at the hearth whereof ye sit : if 370 
the city be incurring pollution in its commonalty, to work 
out the cure must be the people's common business. For 
myself, I will pledge no promise before I have conferred 
with all the citizens about the case. 

C^r. Thou art the city, thou art the people ! The altar, 
that is the country's hearth, with sovereignty unchallenged 
thou rulest by a monarch's nod, and determinest every 
matter upon a throne of undivided sway. Beware poUu- 380 
tion ! 

King. Pollution be upon my foes ! But you I am unable 
to assist without harm. — Yet it likes me not^ either to dis- 
regard these supplications : — I am perplexed and my heart 
afraid, whether to act or not to act, and secure success.^ 

CAor. Have regard to the Watcher upon high, the pro- 

^ oi \nepv some form of AHrcpv^s or \i7rf pr^Tijs, a word used 

by Archilochus (Bergk II p. 396, Schneider Callim. II p. 211) and 
explained in the Lexicons (Et. Mag., Zonaras, Suid.) hyitTux^s. The 
MS. has oiv irep with schol, ov irrmx^vrfis. After this mutilated word 
there is a line lost, and then some further corruption now beyond restor- 
ing. The purport appears to have been ' the sacrifices of a godly man 
are acceptable in the sight of heaven, however small they may be,' a 
doctrine illustrated by Orelli-Hirschfelder on Hor. C. iii. 23. 18, 
Porph. cfe aht. ii. 15, and attributed to Pythagoras by lamblich. Vil. 
Pytk. 27 § 122. 

^ A poetical sense of cll(ppav common in Aeschylus : Si<rtf>povos has 
the opposite sense in v. 399. , 

s Cf. Eur. /.A. 56. Tucker reads icaS rixn" ^n»' ' or not to act and so 
let fortune take her course.' 
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tector of those afflicted upon earth, who crouching at their 
neighbours' feet obtain not lawful justice. The wrath of 
Zeus Petitionary abides in store for such as are unsoftened 390 
by the plaints of a sufferer. 

King. If the sons of Aegyptus are your masters by the law 
of the land, as claiming to be next of kin, who would care 
to contest their right ? You must plead according to the 
laws of your own country that they have no authority over 
you.i 

Chor. Never, never^ may I become subject to the mastery 
of these men ! FUght under the stars^ I determine upon for 
avoidance of an odious union ! Take thou Justice upon thy 400 
side and judge that is righteous before heaven. 

King. No easy matter this for judgment : ask me not to 
judge. I said before, though I be ruler, I will not do this 
without the public will, for fear lest* afterward (should some 
untoward^ thing befall) the people should say ' Through re- 
garding immigrants thou hast ruined the country.' 

Chm: Both sides herein doth Zeus of Blood-kindred with 
his wavering balance overlook, awarding, as is meet, wrong 
to the wicked® and righteousness to the godly : since the 410 
balance is thus equitably poised, what are you to rue here- 
after for having done'' justice ? 

' Legal language of the baldest and most unsentimental kind. 

^ /»<) T» tot' abv. . . . Here aZv contributes merely emphasis : that 
is the effect of it in all its combinations except oHkovv, ovkovv. 

' Sraarpoy (j>vyiv (Heath) is to be taken together. For this pro- 
verbial phrase see Jebb on 0. T. 795. 

* nil Kai vore Canter : cf. Hom. Xio4 sqq. &s /i^irore would be good, 
as £um. 883, /lies. 50. 

° Tucker's conjecture may be right, et woi ti Ka\Ko7oi/ tiJx<". 

° S{io &iiav, that is ; rewarding them after their iniquities ; see 
Paley's note. 

' ri . . . . ii€Ta\ye7s, rh Sticaiov epfos ; The MS. has ?pJoi wmch 
1 have corrected. Those to whom this ' prospective ' use of the present 
tense is not familiar may compare CAo. 507, /*. K 5Z9, 540, Soph. 
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King. We need deep preserving thought, for an eye of 
clear vision, not overmuch confused with wine, to descend 
like a diver into the depth, for means whereby this matter 
may bring no mischief in the first place on the state, and 
may turn out well for ourselves also ; whei-eby neither 
struggle may seize prizes, nor yet by surrendering you from 
your seats of sanctuary we may bring upon us the heavy 
haunting vengeance of that destroying Power who releases 420 
not his victim even in the house of death.^ Think you not 
we need preserving thought ? 

Chor. Take thou thought^ and show thyself a righteous 
patron altogether ! Betray not the fugitive that hath been 
cast out and hurried from afar ungodly ! See me not 
ravished from this sanctuary of many gods, O thou that*30 
hast full sovereignty of the land, but perceive the lewdness 
of the men, and beware the wrath of heaven ! 

Suffer not thine eyes to behold the suppliant dragged in 
despite of justice from the images like a horse by the front- 
let, and rude clutchings of my fine-woven robes ! For be 440 
assured of this, that whichever end thou bring to pass, 
it remaineth unto thy children and thy house to make 
payment of like equity. Consider this just ordinance of 
God. 

King. I have considered ; and this is what the matter 
comes to — war with these or those I cannot choose but 
undertake ; 'tis wedged firm as a ship hauled to by the 460 
windlass, and there is no concluding without hurt. Now, 
when goods are plundered from a house, thanks to Zeus of 
Property other goods may come^ ; and a tongue that hath 

Philoct. wj usTotriy' Hp^asSio 0tpci Saip^/ioro, JiAes. 581, 596, Eur. 
/. T. 977-80, £/. 973 PhiiTTy Si Sj) ti Trorpl Tijiwpav aider ; 

' Eum. 175. 

* The line that follows is omitted as an insertion. The form as well 
as the sentiment of this passage is exactly like Ag. 995-1006. 
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shot an arrow out of place — one saying may be the healer 
of another.^ But to avoid shedding^ of kindred blood, must 460 
sacrifice indeed be made, and many victims fall in deliver- 
ance to many gods. Of a truth I am fatally involved in* 
this quarrel, though* in sorrows I would rather be unskilled 
than practised : — but may all go well and prove my judg- 
ment false* ! 

Chor. Hear now the conclusion of all our humble sup- 
plications. 

King. I hear ; say on \ it shall not escape me. 

Chor. I have breast-bands and girdles to gather up my 
robes. 

King. Such things are suitable to the condition^ of 
women. 

Chor. Very well : — by means of these understand we have 
a rare expedient, — 

King. Tell me what saying is this you mean to utter ? 470 

Chor. Unless thou consent to aiford our company some 
pledge,— 

King. To what effect proceeds the expedient of your 
sashes ? 

Chor. To adorn these images with tablets of a strange 
sort.'^ 

' Another line is here ejected as an illustrative quotation. 

^ The argument to be expected logically is ' but to repair kindred 
bloodshed, when it has once taken place, is impossible.' I think (with 
Schuetz and Weil) that that link is omitted and left to be inferred, and 
that the connexion of thought is ' but kindred blood (since it is irrepar- 
able) must by all means be averted.' 

' veUovs TovS' iata irapolxof-ai Tucker : cf. Plaut. Capi. 649 ut quidem 
hercle in medium ego hodie pessime processerim. 

* Cf. Soph. Philoct. 94. 

^ Literally ' contrary to my conviction.' 

' TiJx?! (Turnebus) •^vvamav raSra <rti(»irpeir5 TreAei (cod. Guelf). 

' For the usual irlyaKa see Mayor on Juv. x. 55, and my forthcoming 
note on Herodas iv. 19. 

9 
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King. Thy words are riddling ; come, explain in simple 
terms. 

Chor. To hang ourselves forthwith from these gods. 

King. Your threat cuts my heart like a whip. 

Chor. Thou takest it, for I gave it clearer vision.^ 

King. Aye, but far from simple^ is the difficulty of the 
case — there comes upon me like a river a multitude of 
troubles. It is a fathomless and impassable ocean of ruin I 
have launched upon, and nowhere is there a haven from 4 
distress. If I refuse to perform this service for you, there is 
your warning of pollution untranscendable^ : while if I take 
my stand before the walls and try the issue of battle with 
the sons of Aegyptus, your kinsmen, the expense comes 
surely to a sore amount — men's blood to stain the ground 
for the sake of women. 

Still, I must needs hold in awe the wrath of Zeus Petition- 
ary, for that is the supremest fear on earth. — Do thou, aged 
father of these maids, take straightway in thine arms these 4! 
boughs, and lay them upon other altars of the country's 
deities, that all the people may see the token of this peti- 
tioning, and talk be not uttered sharply against me* — for 

' Not ' 1 have given you' ; cf. P. V. 515,. Cho. 661, 534, 843, Soph. 
O.C. 74. Critias Trag. fr. i. z6 rvi^X&aas, and the adjectives ru^Aiis, 
hXoAs (as we speak of a ' blind fence ' ), Kw<p6s. 

^ oi fi^v a,ir\7j ye SvffirtiXaia'Ta Tepi,y fiaro,, KaKtov 5^ (*but') Tr\7J6os 
... I have restored 06 /i,^y airXp 7c for Koi ix^v iroKKaxf ye which is 
an interpretation of it. airkf refers to air\as in v. 473, ' yes, your 
answer is plain and simple enough ; but it is not a simple problem 
that confronts me.' arKous simplex means both ' simple ' and ' single' 
and the play upon the word can hardly be expressed in modern English. 

' Or 'unsurmountable.' 

* My simple correction 4/iov xdr' removes at once both difficulties of 
construction. Inrofiplitrnv ( plvreiv, iKpiirrtiv dicta iacere, iactare) 
\6yov, ^iros is a common phrase, e.ff. Hdt. i. 153, iv. i4z, vi. 69, vii. 13, 
viii. 92. ^i\o(tioj governs the genitive iipxvs as it governs the geni- 
tive BfZv in Plat. Le^g. 903 E t^ (pt\afrl(f rrjs a/ieKelas ire'pi BeSii' ' the 
man who is fond of reproaching the gods for their neglect.' — There is no 
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the people is apt to complain against authority. It may be 
that some will feel compassion at the sight, and resent the 
lewdness of the troop of males, and the people be moved to 
greater friendliness toward you : for all men show sympathy 
with the weaker. 

Dan. We hold it of much value to have found a champion 500 
both compassionate and prosperous.^ But send thou with 
us also a retinue and guides of the country, that we may find 
altars at the temple fronts and (worshipped) seats belong- 
ing to the city-gods, and that safety may attend our progress 
through the town : the nature of our aspect is dissimilar 
— Nile breeds a race unlike the Inachus. Beware lest rash- 
ness create dislike^ — friends ere now^ haye been slain in 
misapprehension. — ^ 

King. March on, my men, for the stranger says well : 
lead on to altars in the town and sanctuaries. And you 510 
must not have long speech with such as meet you by the 
way* while you are conducting our sea-farer to the dwellings 
of the gods. 

(Danaus departs with an escort^ 

Chor. To him thou hast spoken, and let him go with his 
instructions : but I, what shall I do ? Where^ dost thou 
assign me security ? 

objection to the elision of koto : if a preposition can be placed after the 
noun, it can also be elided. Examples in iambic verse are Supp. 260 ^s 
SI' ayvhs Ipxeru, Ag. 127 ^oi/UdS irarptfov S' hvr' {ivrl follows its case 
in Lycophr. 94 and 365), Eur. /. A. 966 Sv /UfV iffTparevi/niv, Ar. 
Zys. 11/^6 x<ipav ^s Sv' eS ireir6v6aTe, and with a pause as here, Eur. 
Bacch, 722 titpiifuff ivSpuv riivS' St' " aW' iireaBi /ioi. 

^ I see no reason to reject the MS. reading eJ ^dovra : the point is, 
a patron with a kind heart and an influential position — who has at once 
the will and the power to protect. 

2 ^B6vov Mueller-Struebing for <pi$oy : an unfavourable impression, 
hostility, resentment, displeasure, invidiam. 

^ ijSri Tucker for koI S5). * ^v/iPoXovtriv Valckenaer, 

" Or 'wherein.' 
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King. Your boughs leave there, in token of your distress. 

Ckor. There, I leave them so at (the direction of) thy 
hand'^ and word. 

King. Betake your feet now unto this smooth green. 

Chor. Why, how should an open green protect me ? 

King. We will never give you up to winged creatures' 
ravishment. 

Ckor. But what if to foes worse than fell serpents ! 520 

King. Fair words, prithee, since you have been spoken 
fair! 

Chor. It is no wonder in my state of fear I should be 
fretful. 

King. No, exceeding terror is ever uncontrolled.^ 

Chor. Do thou comfort me both by act and word ! 

King. Come now, your father will not leave you alone 
long. I go^ now to convene the people of the country that 
I may make their general body friendly ; and I will instruct 
yoiir father what language he should use. Remain thou 
therefore, and entreat the gods of this country with prayer 530 
for what your heart desires. I will go to set this matter 
forward : and may I be attended by persuasion and effectual 
success ! {The King departs.. , 

1 Cf. Soph. Philoci. 148. 

^ oet 7' &vapKr6v iffri Sfipi,' i^alcriov is my correction of aei 5' ivixTav 
Io-tI .... Se7n' i^aiaiov must be the subject of the sentence, and 
hvixTicv a corruption of the predicate, which naturally precedes, oifiwxff 
yhp yKairaa.v apjrcifei tp6Pos is the apology of the Chorus in a similar 
case, Tked. 245, 'panic runs away with the tongue,' bolting like a 
runaway horse (^K^opos tjTTroi) which has eSapKTou irri/ia {Pers. 196) 
no longer. Rage has the same effect, Ar. Ran. 993 ii6iiov Sras /i/fi ff' 
S Bv/ihs apirdtras ixrhs otffti r&v e\aciv, or madness, P. V. 909, Cko. 
lozz where Orestes, using this familiar simile of the race-course, speaks 
of his ipp4ves Sia-apKTOi. 

i,el 7' (suggested by Dindorf) is natural in a comment, as P. V. 42, 
Alexis 257 ^^^ 7* ^ Xaipe^tuy to^ ebpitTKet t€;^i'9}i'. 

' (rrelxu Weil. 



THE SUPPLIANTS 133 

Chor. O King of Kings, most blessed of the blessed, 
power most perfect among the perfect, Zeus all-happy, give 
ear and with hearty loathing defend thy seed from the lust 
of men, and their black-benched engine of destruction plunge 
into the glooming lake'^ J But on the women's side, ^ con- 540 
sider thou the long tradition of our line, and recall the sweet 
story of our ancestress, the woman of thy love. Show thy- 
self mindful, O thou fondler of lo ! We declare ourselves 
to be the seed of Zeus, by descent from a native of this 
land.3 

Unto our mother's ancient foot-prints have I removed, 
the region of the watch upon her while she browsed the 
flowers,* that pasturing meadow whence, tormented^ by the 550 
sting, distraught fled lo, travelling through many a tribe of 
men, and duly cleaving the surging strait asunder, made the 
further shore^ her bourn. 

And now she darts across the land of Asia, — right through 
sheep-grazing Phrygia, and passes the city of Teuthras among 
the Mysians, and the Lydian dells, speeding right across the 560 

^ The sea ; the phrase is from the lyric vocabulary. 

^ Adverbial, as Soph. El. 107 1 ih. 8e -uphs TiKvmv, and geographical 
phrases like t^ irp!ij Siyovros 7i\iou in v. 261 above. 
• ^ Alai roi yevos eu;^ rf/ie0' eTyot yas airh raffS' gvoIkou : the MS. S(as 
was corrected by Pauw, and I have restored iyoixov for evoiKot. The. 
construction is hir ivoiKov TciffSe yas. 

^This detail, mentioned before in v. 43, is traditionary: Severus 
{VfahJUet. I p. 537), following the usual version, according to which 
lo was changed by Zeus, says Ttfiuffa fi yij riiv to5 Aibj ipaiiivriv &v6os 

' 4pe0oii4va Paley, which agrees metrically with the corresponding 
line, and is, as he shows, a most appropriate word. Against the MS. 
ipe(T<Ton4ya it may be further remarked that ip4(r<retv is metaphorically 
used only to describe such actions as resemble the movement to and fro 
of oars or arms in rowing. 

° Sixp Suvre/ivova-a are to be taken together ; the disarrangement of 
the words is a license assumed especially by lyric verse (Soph. Ani. 
960 Jebb). 



wit! 
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mountains of the Cilicians and Pamphylians, and over ever- 
flowing streams^ and affluent soil, and the rich cornland of 
Aphrodite.^ 

So she arrives at last, still suffering injury^ from the 
winged herdsman's weapon, at the pasturing demesne of 
Zeus, that snow-fed* meadow which the fury of Typho comes 570 
upon, and at the water of Nile diseases may not touch, mad- 
dening with her sore indignities, and frenzied by the pain of 
Hera's torturing goad. 

The mortals that were then dwellers in the land quaked 
with sickly fear at the unwonted sight, [when they beheld^] 
a creature monstrous of half-human shape — part cow, part 
woman^ — and they were amazed at the prodigy. 

And then at last who was it soothed poor wandering 580 
sting-tormented lo ? 

Zeus, lord through endless ages'^ and 

by force of painless power^ and by the breathing of his holy 

^ Reading AvSid re •ytJa\o, Kcd St' opuy KL\lKtov na/A^uXcur re, 
Stopvv^eva t' &.fi -Trora/iobs aeviious for r^v TroTafiohs' 

^ Phoenicia ; so tanned, as the schol. says, by reason of Byblus and 
Libanus, the famous seats of the -worship of Thammuz and Astarte 
(Adonis and Aphrodite). 

^ iKvsiraL di] ffivovp,eya is my conjecture for iKVsirai S' ^ItriKvovfievov 
with the letters ou written in erasure; at first no doubt it was 
eiffucvov/icvri the reading of cod. Guelf. (trivou^eVou I think less likely, 
because the form irtyeecrBai is Ionic). Suid. Sivos : 0\ii$ri. Knl 
SicoCrai : fixizrrerat. Hesych. gives also Sucourat (sic) : \vare'iTai. 

* Egypt. The belief that the rising of the Nile was caused by the 
melting of snow on mountains in the interior was widely known and 
canvassed in antiquity. It has remained until our own day for the 
truth of it to be proved by Sir Henry Stanley (Dariest Africa xxix- 
xxxi). ' 

^ There is more than one reason for supposing iaofSivres an inter 
polation which has supplanted some adjective such as Siiiopipoy. 

^ T& H^v Po6s, tA 8' aS yvfaixis. ' Sj a'&vos Hermann. 

' $i^ S' oirrj/tnToo-flei/ei for i8(a S' oirjj/tcJyT^ trSdvet (the remark of the 
schol. \iiirci 6 Kat shows that he read piq). My reading restores the 
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spirit was she stayed, and sheds the sorrowing shame of tears.^ 
And having conceived a burden in very truth of Zeus, she 
bare, a perfect son 

Throughout long ages blessed. Whence every land doth 590 
cry aloud ' Of a surety this is the seed of gendering^ Zeus ; 
for who else could have stayed the distempers caused by 
Hera's plots ? This is the act of Zeus ; and you shall be 
right to call this race derived from Epaphus.' ^ 

What god in heaven could 1 with reason call upon for acts 
more warrantable ? * 

Father himself and creator, the lord is he that by his own 600 
hand planted us, with might and ancient wisdom fashioner 
of our race, prosperer of all devices, even Zeus. 

Is there none beneath whose authority he sits with lesser 
powers than a superior ? 

None is there sitting in a higher place, whose powers he 
holds in awe ; but act is ready to his hand as word, to set 
afoot forthwith aught that his counselling^ mind may lay 
before him. 

construction and improves the rhythm by one of those compound 
adjectives, characteristically Aeschylean, which in MSS. are habitually 
corrupted in this fashion. 

^ Tears of grief and shame after she has been restored to human 
consciousness ; compare her language in a lucid interval, P. K 669 seqq. 
The phrase is in the ornater style of lyric. Weil quotes Musaeus Hero 
and Leander ly^ aiSovs {lyphv ipevBos hzrofTTd^ovtra irpoirtgwov, liter;ally 
'exuding the moist blush of shame.' In Soph. ^ni. 959 oUtio ras 
/lavltts Seicij/ i-aoffrdCei ii.v6i]piv re /i^yos the verb is intransitive, ' so 
dire and exuberant is the rage that emanates from madness.' 

^ <pv(rii6ou Schuetz. 

' With the punctuation altered, the words admit the sense ' Call this 
the act of Zeus and this (his) race derived from Epaphus, and you shall 
be right.' 

* ' What act on the part of any other god affords me greater justifica^ 
tion for appealing to him ? ' 

^ Poi\ios Auratus, rightly. The langu^e alludes to the functions of 
the two bodies of legislature at Athens, the iSouX^ and the iKieX-naia. 
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Dan. Comfort ye, my children ! All is well oh the part 
of the citizens J final decrees of the people have been passed. 

Chor. O bless thee, our ambassador, for thy sweet 610 
message ! Tell us the purport of their decision — the course 
to which the majority of their suffrages inclines. 

Dan. It was resolved by the Argives without dissent in 
such wise as made my old heart feel young again ; for the 
air bristled with right hands uplifted as they passed this 
law in full assembly : that we be allowed to settle in this 
country, free, not liable to seizure, and with security from 
plunder of our goods : that neither native nor foreigner 
should carry us off; and should he proceed to apply force, 620 
any of the landholders that withheld his aid should suffer 
loss of rights together with public banishment. Such was 
the moving speech the King of the Pelasgians made in our 
behalf, with warning that the city never let the wrath of 
Zeus Petitionary wax fat in time hereafter j telling them that 
double defilement arising before the city — from strangers 
and citizens at once — was a food of suffering past help. 
Hearing these words, the Argive nation, without waiting for 
crier, decreed by uplifted hands that so it be. It was the 630 
Pelasgian people that heard the eloquent periods of the 
speech, and Zeus that brought about the issue. 

Chor. Come then, let us utter for the Argives blessings 
in requital of their blessings. And may Zeus of Strangers 

Measures originated in the Council (j3ou\4) : a bill passii^ the Council 
became a TtpoPoihev/ia, which had then to be introduced and submitted 
for ratification to the Assembly sitting on the hill (eK0e'p6(rflai or 
tXaipipfaBai era r^v iKK\i)(rlaa> or rhv irifiov). No such sanction is re- 
quired for his policy by Zeus ; he may execute his purposes at once 
without control. — The passage has not been explained before, nor 
correctly punctuated ; the antistrophe, like the strophe, contains an 
answer to a question. — In ». 605 I have translated Kpdrii, the con- 
jecture of H. Voss for Kdrto. In v. 606 I am not quite sure of the 
construction — whether iripeim does not rather mean 'he may.' 
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watch to their fulfilment the rewards that issue from a 
stranger's tongue, that they reach their perfect goal.^ 

Now is the moment, O ye gods divine, to give ear unto 
my utterance of orisons for the race, 640 

That wanton Ares never with untuned cry may set this 
Pelasgian land on fire,^ — Ares that reaps a human harvest 
in strange fields : 

Because they had compassion upon us, and passed a 
kindly vote, and have reverence for the petitioners of Zeus, 
this sorry flock of us, 650 

And refrained from scorning the women's cause and 
giving their vote upon the side of the males, 

Having regard to that avenging wrath of Zeus,^ so ill to 
battle with, that no house would have upon the roof defiling 
it, for heavy doth it settle there : 

For they revere their kin petitioners of holy Zeus ; there- 660 
fore with altars pUre shall they win the favour of the gods. 

Therefore from our overshaded lips fly forth our zealous 
prayer : 

Never may pestilence empty this city of her men, nor 
quarrel stain her soil with blood of native bodies : ■ 

But unculled be the flower of her youth, nor havoc-deal- 670 
ing Ares, the paramour of Aphrodite, crop their bloom. 

And let the altar-steps that receive the elders * be thronged 
with reverend . . . . ^ 

^ repfiov' iiii/iTTToy irpoaavavTav Tucker, after Salvinius and Weil. 

^ This is the construction, but the emendation of the corrupted words 
is uncertain. 

^ A'iov i'jrid6fi6Vot -TrpoiKTOfMi rot k6tov for -TrpdKropii re ffKovhy, 
Tucker argues effectually against A'ov aKoiriv of the MS. k6tov is due 
' to Bamberger : for the use of roi cf. Soph. El. 1469. 

* So Paul. Silent. Amho 217 has avSpoSixav piSpav. 

^ Kai y€papo7<Tt trp^ff^vTO^SKOi -^ "^ — ' — ^ BvfieKai (p\66vTwv. Some 
substantive has been ousted by yi/iivTuv, a gloss on 4>\t6yTay 
(Hermann). 
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Thus may the state be ordered well, if they duly worship 680 
mighty Zeus, and Zeus of Strangers above all, who up- 
holdeth right by ancient law. 

And tribute of the earth be brought forth ever new, we 
pray ; and Artemis the Archeress watch over the child-bed 
of their women. 

Nor any murderous havoc conie upon this land to 
ravage it, 

By arming Ares, the parent of tears, that fits not harp or 690 
hymn, and the shout of war within their borders. 

And the loathed swarm of diseases settle far from the 
burghers' head, and to all their young folk Lyceus^ be 
propitious. 

And Zeus grant the land to yield her due of fruit with 
produce in all seasons. 

And may their grazing cattle prove prolific, and by grace 700 
of heaven may they flourish ^ altogether. 

May bards offer hymns of praise upon their altars,^ and 
forth from pure lips be uttered harp-attended song. 

May the rights of the citizens be guarded well * by the 
popular power that controls the state, a prudent govern- 
ment with careful conference of counsel ; and to strangers, 710 
before appeal to arms, may they grant easy arbitration with- 
out suffering. 

And the Gods who keep the land may they worship ever 
with the country's worship of laurel borne and oxen offered 
which their fathers used — for the honour of parents, that is 

' Apollo in his character of Destroyer. 

^ iaKoiep Hermann. ' Or ' raise anthems at the altars.' 

* ij)vKia(Toi S' tv TO rljiC lurroh rh Sfi/iioy : the citizens are necessarily 
mentioned as contrasted with the foreigners, to rifua are synonymous 
with Tt/iai or yepa {yepa : rot rifiia Hesych., tI/iiov yepas v. 997) : see 
L. Dindorf in Steph. Thesaur. s.v. riniov. (ti/hAs in the MS. was a 
marginal gloss. ) i,a-To7s is due to Beigk and S' eu to Wecklein ; Se is 
requited to begin the new paragraph. > 
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written third among the commandments of Heaven's 
highest-honoured Law.^ 

Dan. Dear children, I commend these well-judged 
prayers] but you must not be alarmed to hear the un- 
expected news your father has to tell : — from this high 720 
sanctuary, my conning-place, I see the vessel ; it is distinct. 
Plain to me is the trimming of the sail and fending along 
the bulwarks, and the prow eyeing her way forward, obeying 
the rudder, that guides her at the ship's extremity, too well 
for those she is not friendly to ^ ! And clear to view are 
seamen with swarthy limbs showing from white raiment. 
And the rest of the craft and all their armament are fully 
visible ; and the leader has furled her sail and is approaching 730 
shore rowed by all hands. Now you must face the matter 
with calm and orderly behaviour and not be unmindful of 
these divinities. I will come back presently with helpers and 
champions of our cause, for perchance a herald or mission 
may arrive, intending to lay hands on plunder and carry 
off — but there will be nought of this, have ye no fear of it. 
StUl, it were better for you, should we be slow in succour, 
never for a moment to forget your means of safety here. 
Fear not, in good time and at the day appointed the 740 
contemner of heaven shall be punished. 

Chor. Father, I am afraid, with so swift wings the ships 
are coming, and there is no space of time before us.^ , 

I am possessed of a truth by quaking dread whether 
there is any use at all in our long flight. I am undone, 
father, with terror. 

^ That is ' Let them observe the three great commandments,' second 
here among which is ' Obey the laws of the land.' It is indicated by 
the epithet iyxaplois, while the transition to the third is made by ydp, 
which refers to irarpiiais. This artificial method is characteristic of the 
elaborate lyric style. 

^ Toifftv oil <pi\ri Herwerden. 

' neque ullum in medio tempus. 
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Dan. Since the Argives' vote is absolute, my children, 
fear not, they will fight for thee, I am very sure. 

Chor. Abandoned are the ravening sons of Aegyptus and 750 
athirst for battle, and you know it too. In ships with ribs 
of timber and dark eyes they have sailed hither in effectual 
rage, with a great and swarthy multitude ! 

Dan. Aye but they will find a many here with arms well 
fined 1 under the heat of noonday. 

Char. But leave me not alone, I beseech thee, father! 
A woman left by herself is nought, there is no fighting 
in her. 

Cruel of heart ^ and crafty of counsel, with wicked hearts, 
like ravens, recking nought of altars — 760 

Dan. That would suit us* rarely, children, if they should 
incur the hate of heaven as well as thine ! 

Chor. They will never be so fearful, father, of these 
tridents and things sacred in the sight of heaven to refrain 
their hands from us. 

Quite overweening, ravening rash as hounds with wicked 
rage, with no understanding of the gods — 

Dan. Yet is there a saying that wolves are better than 
hounds : the byblus-fruit outdoeth not the wheat-ear. 

Chor. They, have* the passions of foul and violent men- 770 
sters; therefore must we guard against them speedily.^ 

' Rid of all superfluous flesh : Antyllus (Stob. Flor. loi. i6) b Se 
Gepfihs &^p trafitiTWv iairawqTiKOSt Itrx^oivtitv Kai Kar ap pivuv rit 
arvyKplixara' evTovlav 5^ /(a\Aov Kal evKtirqtrtav f/irep 6 ^vxp^s napa' 

^ o{i\6<t>povis Valckenaer. They are interrupted by Danaus, and 
again at 767. 

' Perhaps Juyu^epot 7' oSto), T^Kva ' at that rate ' : cf. Ar. San. 1149 
p. 435 Blaydes. 

* ixovTas Turnebus. 

" rixos Tucker, taking oStoi Toxe'a in the next line to be a reply to 
it. If Kpiros is genuine, it may refer to KpanT in v. 769 : ' They are 
far more terrible than dogs, so they may overcome us ' l[Wecklein). 
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Dan. By no means is the despatch of a sea-force speedy, 
nor is anchorage, or the carrying ashore of the securing 
cables: even when at anchor, ^ the shepherds of ships do not 
feel confidence forthwith, especially when they have come 
to a harbourless coast toward nightfall: when the sun is 
departing, night is wont to engender travail in the skilful 
pilot's mind. Thus a force cannot well be disembarked 
either, before the ship have gotten confidence in moorings. 780 
Do thou be minded,^ as in terror, not to desert these gods j 
< I will presently return^ > when I have secured assistance : 
the city shall find no fault with a messenger old in years 
but young in eloquent wit. \Exit. 

Chor. O hilly land, most righteous object of our venera- 
tion,* what is our fate to be? What quarter of the Apian 
land shall we take flight unto, if there is an)rwhere for 
us a dark hiding-place ? O could I turn into black smoke, 
neighbouring the clouds of Zeus, and flying upwards without 
wings, vanish out of sight like dust and perish utterly ! 790 

Fate can no longer be avoided ^ ; my heart is darkened 
and quivering within me j my father's view hath overcome ^ 
me ; I am undone with fear. Fain would I meet my doom in 
a halter-noose before a loathed man come near my body ; 
sooner may I die and Hades be my master ! 

O for a seat somewhere in the heaven above, against 800 
which watery clouds turn into snow, or some sheer, goat- 
free, uncommunionable,'^ solitary beetling crag, some vul- 

^ The punctuation, and consequently the exact rendering, of this 
passage is uncertain. 

2 Horn. h. Afoll. 247, 258, 287, Eum. 989 (ppoyouirtv euplffxeiy (as 
it should be read). 

' Something to this effect has perished. 

* 70 fiovvi, irdvSiKor adfias (jSoSyi Dindorf, viviiKov Paley). 

^ iAi/KT^i' S' (Hermann) ovkct' hv ireAoi -^TeAos^ 

° 'convinced me,' cf. Tied. 81 alBipla xivis /ne irttS^i . . ,, c\c 
Se Tcis ifjicis iriSi' dir\6KTVir' wTiXP^f^'^'^V JB"?" 

' aTrpofffwcTos (Newman) or hrpSirSepKTos (Weil) is suitable ; but I 
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ture-haunted peak, assuring me a plunge into the depth, 
before I meet perforce with a wedlock that rends my heart. 

Thereafter I refuse not to become a prey to dogs and a- 
feast unto the fowls of the land ; for death delivereth from 810 
sorrow and sighing. Come death, befall me death before 
the marriage-bed ! What way of escape can I yet find ^ to 
deliver me from wedlock ? 

Cry aloud with heaven-reaching voice strains of supplica- 
tion to the gods : and do thou, O Father, see them prove 
effectual and releasing from our troubles,^ justly regarding 820 
violence with unfriendly eyes,^ and show respect unto thy 
petitioners, O Zeus, almighty ruler of the earth. 

For the race of Aegyptus, male, in outrage loathsome, are 
pursuing me in flight with clamorous lewdness,* and seek 
to get hold of me by force : but the beam of thy balance is 
universal ; without thee nought on earth is brought to pass, 830 

(Enter a Herald of the Egyptians!) 

Cfwr? Oh ! oh ! Here is the sea-pirate on the land ! 
Ere that, thou pirate, mayst thou perish ! . . . Alack, 
alack ! Fly, fly for protection ! Rough insolence doth he 
display past bearing on sea and land alike. O lord of the 
land, take post before us ^ ! 

do not believe in the MS. dirpdffSeiKTos, there is no such compound as 
TrpofrScfKru/xi. 

1 i/i^vyas (Weil after Hermann) tiV Irt ir6pov. 

^ I have given what appears to me the purport of these corrupted lines. 

* /i)) tplKots (Lachmann) dpSiy S/t.iiaffiv ivSlKtos, or liii ^(\a>s (Marck- 
scheffel) ipay infuuriv eySUots ' with just eyes regarding force 
unfavourably.' 

* The schol. took niraiai to mean ' quest.' 

" The passage that follows (832-913) has suffered such mutilation and 
corruption as in many places to be past recovery. But the general 
effect of the scene is perfectly intelligible — terror and confusion on the 
women's part, rude and brutal humour on the herald's. 

° Perhaps ydiiva^ in one word, as iVirirfyoKTos Pers. 999. 
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Herald. Pack ye, pack to the boat at your feet's best 850 
pace ! — Very well, then, plucking of hair and pricking with 
goad, cutting off of the head with blood ! Pack ye, pack 
with a plague upon you to the vessel ! 

Chor. O on your briny course over the great flood that 
you had perished with your imperious arrogance and your 
rivetted barque ! 

Herald. With a bloody head to the vessel will I — what 860 
meanest, with thy pounding and shrieking and shout? I 
tell you, give o'er your clamours, for why ? they are but a 
vain deceit. 1 Away ! Leave the sanctuary and be off to 
the boat ! I care nothing for one without honour or 
city. 2 

Chor. Never again may I behold the oxen-fattening 
water, whence grows and thrives for mankind the blood 
of life ! 

I am a native, of old nobility, of a deep, deep-soiled ^^^ 
land,^ old man. 

Herald. Aye but on shipboard, on shipboard shall you 
presently go, willy-nilly, by force, by force . . . with 
desperate hands.* 

Chor. Alack, alack ! So may you perish desperately, 

Hi0f<r6ai (tI ydp ;) <l>piva-iraTav is my restoration of the MS. dLjiovia 
&(r itrdfit^a TjirvSovTriardirtTa KcXeifw jSia iitBeffBai ^X*P ippevl t' 
Stov. The meaning of SoSiros in the compound Sovr-tax-a'tiTa. 
is the noise made in beating the breast : cf. Soph. ^/. 630, Eur. 
^/c. 106. 

' ariiTov &iro\tv (Peiper) oJ o-ejSw (Butler). Horn. I 648, II 59 

&S et TiV* aTlflTJTOf flSTavdffTTJV. 

s eyyaios iyi) PaBvx'^'l"^ fiaSiias, $aSelas, yepon. I take PaBpelas to 
P 
have arisen from ;3ciflefas, the p meaning a v. I. Papiias : and eyyeios 

(as the word is usually spelt) is an easy alteration of &yews. 

* oKoiiivais iroA.<i/iais Turnebus. The Herald mocks the iteration of 
their words. . 
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driven out of your course over the ocean-mead ^ by east ^ 880 
winds off the sandy foreland of Sarpedon ! 

Herald. You may wail and howl and call on heaven — for 
you will not overleap the Egyptian boat — more sorely than 
Achaeans that bear the name of ache ^ ! 

Chor. . . .* thou art overblown . . . may the mighty 
Nile that . . . overwhelm thine insolence ! 890 

Herald. Go, I tell you, to the reversing boat with all 
speed ; let there be no loitering, for haling hath no rever- 
ence at all for locks of hair. 

Chor. O, father ! ... ^ he is carrying me a-march like 
a spider off to sea, a black, black nightmare ! 

O Mother Earth, drive him away fearful by thine aid * ! 900 
O son of Earth, King Zeus ! 

Herald. I am not fearful at all of the gods here, for they 
did not nurture me, nor should I have reached old age'' 
upon their nurture ! 

Chor. Ravening near me comes this human serpent ; like 
a viper, or what venomous monster shall I call him? — is 
carrying me off by force ! ^ 

■• A lyric phrase, as irrfyTioj/ Sxiroj Bacchylid. xvii. 84, Aesch. Pers. 11 1. 

' 'EhfAmaiv aipais Paley. The particular wind responsible is often 
named, e.^. A. P. vii. 273, 500, 501, Aesch. Ag. 696, Find. N. vii. 
29, P. iv. 203, Bacchylid. xvii. 6, 91. 

' Pufc Kal j8((a] irutpdrep' 'AxaiSv oi^iSos ^epavi/iav is my conjecture 
(cf. Ar. Thesm. 648). The schol. read 'AxoiSv, and hioy! ix"" ^ 
suppose a corruption of iJyo/ta exrfi'TBi', itself a gloss on tpspaviiiuy. — 
Similarly the title 'AxaU of Demeter was popularly referred to Sxoj, 
her sorrow for her daughter. 

* Robinson Ellis conjectures that in n-cpixnA^Tcb is concealed x"^/*^" 
' a crocodile. ' 

" fipfreoa-dpos could mean ' an image-sweeper ' ; but words are 
probably lost between o and poa. 

° fio^ Hermann. ' oiS' 4-yfipa<r' hv Peiper. 

' ^X'"'"'' 8' ®^ f" ■^"piyios fl 
ri iroT^ v<^iv xaXm 
Sixos ; fiy^Ei $lif. 



THE SUPPLIANTS 145 

O Mother Earth, drive him away fearful by thine aid ! 910 
O son of Earth, King Zeus ! 

Herald. Unless ye go resignedly to the ship, tending 
shall have no mercy on your garment's work. 

Chor. Ho, chiefs and leaders of the city, I am suffering 
violence ! 

Herald. Lords in plenty shall you presently see in the 
sons of Aegyptus ; never fear,, you will not speak pf lack of 
government. 1 

Chor. We are undone! O King, we are being dealt 
with sinfully ^ ! 

Herald. I shall have to hale you off by ^ the hair,, it 920 
seems, since ye are not quick of hearing wheo I speak. 

{Enter King.). 

King. Sirrah, what doest thou ? With what imagination 
set you thus at nought this city of Pelasgian, men ? Or 
think you, peradventure,, it is a land of women you have 
come to ? Your bearing is, over haughty for an outlander 
toward Greeks j and you have made many misses and no 
hits. 

Herald. And what herein has wrongfully been done amiss ? 

King. First, you know not how to demean yourself as a 
foreigner. 

Herald. I know not ? How, when I find what \ had lost? 

King. After notice given to what patrons in the countty ? 930 
, Herald. To the greatest of patrons — Hermes the Searcher. 

King. To gods ; yet show you no reverence to those same. 

Herald. It is the deities about the Nile whom I revere. 

Cf. Ag. 123 1, Cho. 995, Lycophron 1410, Ar. Niib. 1378, Andoc. i. 
1Z9, Dem. 23Z. 20, 1483. 24. 

^ Heath suggested that this and the succeeding distich of the Herald 
should change places, thus making iroWaiis Ayaxras have reference to 
&vaf. ^ &<reitr' Tucker. 

' ^iri<rir<{<roi Kijiiis Pierson 1 aiioaitaaai would inean ' dragging /^ozw.' 

10 
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King. And those here are nothing, as I understand thee ? 

Herald. I shall carry these girls off, unless any choose to 
take them from me. 

King. Thou shalt smart for it if thou lay finger on them, 
and that very soon. 

Herald. I hear ; it is not a hospitable answer. 

King. I show not hospitality to robbers of the gods. 

Herald. I will go and tell this to the sons of Aegyptus. 

King. That is no concern to my mind. 

Herald. But that I may speak by knowledge in plainer 
terms — for it is a herald's duty to give a clear account in all 
particulars — what am I to say? Who may I report has 
taken from me the women-folks, their cousins ^ ? 'Tis not 
by the mouths of witnesses that Ares judgeth in such case; 
not in the receipt of silver doth he settle the dispute, but 
first there comes to pass full many a fall of man and 
shuffling-off of life. 

King. Why should I tell thee my name? Thou shalt 9i 
learn it in good season, both thou and thy companions. 
These maidens now, if they choose of their good will, you 
may take away — should they be prevailed upon by lawful 
argument. To such effect is the people's vote resolved 
unanimously by the state, never to surrender this band of 
women under force : through that the rivet has been driven 
clean, to keep it fast unalterably. It is not inscribed on 
tablets, this, or sealed up within the leaves of books, but , 
you hear it plainly from outspoken lips. Get thee now 
straightway from my sight ! 

Herald. We are like, it seems, to involve ourselves in^J 
war. Be victory and triumph with the males ! 

King. Oh, males you will find in the people of this 
country ; no drinkers of barley-mead. 

You now, take courage all of you and proceed with your 

' Weil supposes a lacuna here. 
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own handmaidens to the strong city locked with bastions of 
profound device. And houses are there, public in abun- 
dance, and I am housed myself on no illiberal scale : where 
you may share ready abodes with company, or if it be more 970 
to your pleasure, you are free to dwell in single-fashioned^ 
houses. Choose herein — you are free — what is best and 
most to your liking : I am your protector, and the citizens 
all, whose will this is we are fulfilling. What higher 
authority need you wait for ? 

Chor. O filled be thou with blessings, noble king of the 
Pelasgians, for thy blessings done to us ! But prithee send 
hither our brave father Danaus, our adviser and leader of 980 
our counsels ; for precedence belongs to his consideration 
where we should make our abode and what region is agree- 
able. Every, tongue is ready to cast reproach on foreigners ; 
but may the best befall 1 With good report and unresentful 
language from the people ^ take up your stations ^ hand- 
maids, according as Danaus allotted her portion of retinue 
in each daughter's case, 990 

{The handmaids take their places by their mistresses. 
Enter Danaus with a body-guard.) 

Dan. My children, we should offer to the Argives prayer 
and sacrifice and libation as to Olympian gods, for they are 
saviours absolutely ! The behaviour of cousins towards 
their own relations they heard from me with indignation 
against them,* and to me assigned this retinue of spearmen, 

^ /lOvoppiBiiovs = fiovorpiirovs: cf. IStippvOfiot ){ KOiyofiiaKoi, fTep6p- 
pvcr/ios, S/iSppvtriios. 
^ Perhaps there has been something lost here. 

• I conjecture M x'^Pf fiimaBe. 

* aliravt^iois is constructed with irtxpas and so placed in order to 
emphasise the antithesis ifio\ Sd : the simple form of the seiitence would 
be T^ /tcv iirh rS>v aliTave'^luy wphs rols iyyevfis (plKovs TrpaxBivra 
viKp&s iJKOVirav, . . . 
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that I might have rank and honour, and might not suddenly 
fall unawares by the death of the spear, and so an ever- 
living burden come upon the land. , Recipients of such 1000 
boons should hold gratitude in reverenqe at the helm of the 
mind . . . This precept also add toi. your father's many 
others recorded in your memory, that ; unknown company: 
may be proved by time. In an alien's case every one bears 
an evil tongue in readiness, and to utter an expression of 
disgust comes easy. My charge to you is to bring no shame 
upon me, with your bloom so attractive to men's eyes. 
Ripe tender fruit is not easy to protect; mankind^ of 
course, ruin (it) as much as beasts [and brutes that fly and 1010 
that walk upon the earth:] . . . Cypris . . . proclaims 
open to desire ^ : and so every man in passing darts under 
the influence of desire a seductive arrow of the eye at the 
dainty loveliness of virgins. See therefore that we suffer 
not that for cause whereof all that labour (was endured) 
and all that ocean furrowed by our barque, and that we 
work not shame to ourselves and pleasure to our enemies. 
Habitation is before us of twain sort, the one offered by 1020 
Pelasgus and the other by the city, to inhabit without rent : 
these are easy terms. Only observe these your father's 
charges, valuing chastity more than life itself. 

Chor. In all else may the gods of Olympus grant us 
fortune! but for my bloom, father, thou needst have no 
fear ; for unless some harm has been designed by heaveiit 
my mind shall not swerve from her former path. 

Come away now to glorify the blessed city-lords,^ both 

^ Not only the words, but the punctuation and construction of this 
passage are uncertain. I suspect that KapvdinaTa should be xriirdiuiTa, 
' gardens ' cultivated by irrigation, as Kapwiinara has been altered to 
Kriireinara in another case by Hermann {O/ntsc. i. p. 55). avBut- 

l).ivi\v ip& I have little doubt should be i,v(a>y/iev' tfieptf {ayeayfihiiii 
had been conjectured by Tucker). 
^ Tucker plausibly conjectures Yrt lihn turrvS', HvaKras 'go ye citywards.' 
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the keepers of the town and them that dwell about the 1030 
ancient stream of Erasinus. 

And ye handmaids, take up the strain, and let this the 
Pelasgians' country be the subject of our praise, and no 
more let the homage of our hymns be paid to the out- 
pourings of the Nile: 

But to the rivers that through this country pour their 
gentle draught and give it increase, with their rich flood 
solacing her soil. 1040 

And may pure Artemis look with compassion on this 
band, and marriage never come through constraint of 
Cytherea : that prize be the portion of my enemies ! 

Yet is not Cypris disregarded by this friendly hymn ; she 
shares with Hera power nearest removed from Zeus ; and 
in august rites is the subtle-witted goddess honoured : 

And leagued in their Mother's company are Desire and 1050 
she to whom nothing is denied, winning Persuasion ; also 
upon Harmonia hath been bestowed a share in Aphrodite,^ 
and (upon) the whispering dalliance of the Loves. 

But for the fugitives I have boding fears of vengeance yet ^ 
and sore distress and bloody war :— what means it that they 
have effected a successful voyage in swiftiy-sped pursuit ? 

What is fated, that will come to pass. The mighty 
untranscended will of Zeus may not be overstepped : may 1060 
this marriage prove as in many other women's case* 
before us ! 

May mighty Zeus defend me from wedlock with Aegyptus' 
race! 

That would be best; but thou wouldst move the im- 
moveable. 

^ Eur. Bacch, 295 'ApeiSi re itotpav /leTaKafiiiy ex^i Ttvi Tucker; who 
has a good note. 

2 (jivydSeffinv S' in iroiviis Surges. 

' /lerh iroWay . . . vpoTipw . ■ . yvvaiK&v : so e.g. Hdt. vi, 68, 
Eur, Hipji. 441, 830, Plat, Gorg. 521 D, 
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And thou knowest not what shall be ! 

Why how should I discern the mind of Zeus, a sight 
unfathomable? Prithee let the words of thy prayer be 1070 
moderate ! 

What limit ^ is this I am to learn ? 

To observe the Nought too much ^ in things of heaven. 

May Zeus the Lord spare me from cruel wedlock with 
a hated man, even as with healing hand he delivered lo 
again from her affliction, after making her possessed^ by 
kindly force : 

And award the victory to the women ! I am content with 1O80 
that which is better than bad,* with two parts out of three ^ ; 
content that by means of deliverance from heaven (con- 
flicting) rights, in accordance with my prayers, should go 
the way of righteousness.^ 

^ Kaipis is the ' right point ' of time or place, and hence is often 
synonymous as here with /tirpov. 

" liijSev Syoi' : the verb is formed as MdCctv from \tca'. 

' Siainp 'lii Tiriiiiovas ixiffar' «4 X"P^ iraiaivfoi, KOTOirxeTov (i/uvt! 
pl<f KTiffas, where Hirvep for Sa-irep is Auratus' correction, av for sS is 
mine, and KarairxsToi' for kotoo-x '*'"»' was restored by Weil. He took 
it to mean ' stayed from her distress ' ; but elsewhere it is a synonym 
of Karia'xfros, and so I have translated it, referring it to lo's condition 
before she was restored again to her human form — the aorist participle 
Kriffos having thus the same value as in Soph. AJ. 675 \iet iriHitras. 

The drift is ' May this only be a temporary trial ; may Zeus, after 
subjecting us to all this tribulation, set us free 2^ain, and refrain from 
inflicting upon us finally the union we abhor. ' iiroirTepolri is ' withhold.' 

* So Weil, rightly. ' I am content so long as the balance of fortune 
be ever so little on the right side.' 

" rh Stfiaipov is ' the ratio 2 : i,' as 8i/ioip(a=§, ra Sio liipi). 

° Cho, 307, 460. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 

Agamemnon, King of Argos ; son of Atreus. 

Clytemnestra, his wife. 

Cassandra, daughter of King Priam. 

Akgisthus, son of Thyestes, and cousin of ^amemnon, against whom 

he has a blood-feud ; paramour of Clytemnestra. 
Watchman. 

Herald of Agamemnon. 
Chorus of Argive Elders. 



AGAMEMNON. 



Scene : The palace of Agamemnon at Argos. 

Tinde : Nighi in the first scene ; in the second {v. 266 sqq.), 
dawn. 

The watchman is discovered on the flat roof of the palace. 
During the tenth year of the war, in which it had been 
prophesied that Troy should fall, he had been set to watch for 
•the beacon to be passed from Troy by Agamemnon as the sign 
of victory. It is now about the setting of the Pleiads (». 817), 
which marked the winter or storm-season {yv,[imv, yafi^a., v. 5). 

Watchman. Heaven have I been beseeching for release 
from this weary task throughout the space of a whole year's 
watch; in which, while couched upon the Atreidae's roof 
dog-fashion on my arms, I have become familiar with the 
general gathering of the stars by night, and chief those 
splendid potentates pre-emin^t in the sky, the great stars^ 
that bring winter and summer upon earth — the seasons of 
their waning and the risings of them. 

And so now am I watching for thq torch-signal, a blaze 
of fire bringing a tale from Troy and tidings of her capture 

' The constellations. iwiaTas is an astrological word. 
IS3 
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— for so a woman's heart with masculine counsel is deter- lo 
mined to expect.^ 

But while I pass my resting-time abroad by night and 
open to the dews — not visited by dreams, this couch of 
mine, for in place of Sleep stands Fear beside me to 
prevent me from closing eyelids fast — but when by way of 
an antidote compounded against sleep, I have a mind to 
sing or hutn a tune, then does my voice break to sighing 
and moaning for the sad case of this house, being no longer 
managed excellently as heretofore. — But now at last may 20 
the fire shine out with good tidings in the gloom and a 
happy release from my labours come to pass ! 

(The beacon presently appears upon the Arachnaean 
Bill.) 

O hail, thou blessed lantern ! showing forth a light of 
day by night and signal for the setting-up of many a choral 
dance in Argos for this great event. Oho 1 Oho ! [calling 
to Clytemnestra, whose cry of triumph is heard presently"]. 
To Agamemnon's queen I'll give plain token to arise up 
from her couch with all speed and lift up her voice within 
in joyful cries of blessing on this blazing torch — supposing 
Troy be taken indeed, as is the manifest message of the 30 
beacon ! — I'll lead oflf myself with a dance upon my own 
account, for I shall profit by my master's lucky throw, this 
beaconing having turned up treble six for me ! {Here he 
dances, which implies an interval, during which Clytemnestra 
sends round orders for a general sacrifice and summons the 
^Elders."] Ah well, God send at least the master of the 
house may come again, and I may clasp in mine his 
friendly hand. I say no more — there is a great ox treading 
on my tongue : but the house itself, could it find a voice, 

' Slit y&p icpanT .... i\irt(ttr for ihirl^av. Class. lieo. 1900, p. 
200'. 
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might tell a very plain tale. I choose, for my part, to keep 
words for the informed, and for the uninformed to have ' 
no memory. [Exit. 

{Enter chorus of the Elders.) 

Chorus. This is now the tenth year, since Priam's 40 
powerful adversary. Prince Menelaus, and withal Prince 
Agamemnon — sons Of Atreus both, fast-coupled in joint 
rank of threne and sceptre by the grace of God — put 
forth from this land with an army of Argives, raised 
for their service in the field, that filled a thousand ships : 
and loud they uttered harsh and passionate cries of 
War, as eagles do, that in remote anguish .for lofty-nested 50 
children 1 wheel and turn continually on rowing pinions, 
having lost those bedded young whose watching was their 
care. 

But one above — AgoUo, it may be, or Pan or Zeus — 
hearing in sore complaint the shrill bird-clamour of those 
denizens within his region, sends, to punish by and bye, 
his Vengeance on the trespassers. 

So against Alexander by a stronger power are sent the 60 
sons of Atreus — by Zeus Hospitable, in the cause of a 
woman shared by many men meaning to lay struggles 
many and weary, where the knee is pressed down in the 
dust and the spear-shaft snapped asunder first,^ on Trojan 
and on Greek alike :-^the matter is where now it is, and 
will be ended at the end appointed: with sacrifice 

^ tar/iai Ttaitav imaTiiKiximi, Class. Rev. igoo, p. 113; igo2, 

P- 436- 

^ Before the issue is decided. irpoTcKaa, being especially ceremonies 
previous to the consummation of marriage, was metaphorically used for 
preliminary to the completion, perfection, accomplishment of anything 
— of a voyage in v. 237, of mature age in v. 721, and often in later 
authors. 



156 AGAMEMNON 

unburnt, neither by oils poured over nor by fire lit under 70 
shall temper resolute be softened. ^ 

But we, by reason of aged flesh defaulting, $vere omitted 
from that muster, and remain at home, supporting upon 
staves a strength that is but as a child's. For as the 
marrow, that holds sway within the breast,^ being youthful is 
but as old age, and Ares is missing from his place ; so Eld 
extreme, what is it, when the green leaf is now turning to 80 
the dry ? Though he walks abroad with gait three-footed, 
yet doth he wander as he were a dream beheld by day, no 
better than a child. 

But thou O daughter of Tyndareus, queen Clytemnestra, 
what occasion now,- what stir? what new intelligence, 
receipt of what advice hath caused thee to set incense 
burning by messages sent round ? The altars of all gods 
about the town, supreme, infernal, gods of doors * and gods 90 
of public places, are ablaze with gifts ; and at this point 
and at that to heaven a flame arises, medicined with soft 
and innocent beguilements of pure unguent — paste royal 
from the inner, store. Hereof reveal to us what is fit and 
possible to tell, and so bring healing for this anxiety, which 
now doth sometime prove malignant, and anon from the 100 
sacrifices Hope shines out with kindly ray and removes the 
eating care that preys upon my mind.* 



airvpuv tepwv 
opyts areviis irapaBeA^et. 
The phrase is purposely designed tg bear two senses, ' the stubborn 
mood of sacrifices that refuse to bum,' and ' fixed wrath for unburnt- 
sacrifice,' wrath for the sacrifice of Iphigeneia. 
^ Class. Rev. 1902, p. 438, Plin. N.H. xi. 37, 67. 
^ riov T€ ^vpaiiBv. 

* rirt S' 4k OviTiav Tiiv9vfio$6pov 
^povrlS* llLir\7t(rrov 
(paivovr' iryiv' i\irls aiiivei. 
The words, I think, were transposed to show the construction, and 
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The auspicious sign of victory that men of prime * received 
upon their road I am entitled to rehearse — for still the age 
with which my life is knit inspires me by divine grace with 
the impulse, valiancy for song ^ — how the twin-throned HO 
command of the allies, one-minded captaincy of the youth 
of Hellas, were sped with arm and spear avenging against 
the land of Teucros by a doughty feathered omen — king of 
birds to kings of ships appearing — both the black one and 
that white behind — hard by the royal pavilion, on the spear- 
hand side, in conspicuous station, feeding on a breed of 120 
hares in teeming multitude, all prevented from their final 
course.^ 

Let Sorrow, Sorrow, be the burden, but may good 
prevail ! 

The trusty army-prophet, seeing the twain warrior sons 
of Atreus two in spirit,* perceived as hare-feasters the con- 
ducting leaders, and thus declared his interpretation ; " In 130 
course of time this expedition makes a prey of Priam's 
town; when all the general common herd before the 
walls by portion due shall be brought low perforce : — 
only let no divine displeasure overcloud fore-smitten the 
great bit for Troy's mouth in the field of war; for yet 

t\v BvfjLotpOdpov TiivTjs <pp^ya was an explanation of t^v 6vfjto^6poif 
^povri^a, 

' iKTe\4aiy, which, however, would be more naturally contrasted with 
immaturity than with the aged Elders' own decay. ivreKeav would be 
'men in power.' 

^ €Ti ycLp OgSOcv Karairyeiet 

TriiSd, iio\vav 
a\K<iy, ffifitpvTos altiv' 
Possibly irtM should be irnBot, ' inspires me by divine impulse with 
puissance in song. ' 

^ fioffKi/ievoi \aylvaVs ipiKi/iara tpipiiara, yivvav, 
0Kafi4vTa KotaBiav Sp6fi,av, 
Class. Rev. 1897, p. 94 ; 1902, p. 439. 
* 5i'o \<)/iO(r( is the predicate. Class. Rev. 1900, p. 214. 
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at home ^ pure Attemis bears grudge against her Father's 140 
winged hounds for sacrificing a poor timorous enchilded 
creature, with her young unborn ; the eagles' feast is loath- 
some in her eyes. 

Let Sorrow, Sorrow, be the burden, but may good 
prevail ! 

"Yet though so kindly-hearted, O Fair Maid, towards 
the small dew of devouring lions' womb ^ and suckling young 
of all wild creatures of the field, consent thou to fulfil, if 150 
ever any,^ the omens of these fowls ! omens favourable 
indeed, yet cause for discontent withal.* 

" And the power of the Healer also I invoke, that she 
may not bring any adverse winds'about, to stay the Grecian 
ships long time from sailing, her heart being set upon 
another Sacrifice, unsanctified by wont, for feast unfit, 
worker of feud in the very flesh, with awelessness of man : 

^ oIkoi ycip , . . ., here at Aulis, before ever the expedition gets to 
Troy. 

^ The lion, which is common on Lydian coins and still extant on the 
ancient gates of Mycenae, was probably the badge of the Lydian 
dynasty of Pelops. That seems to be the reason why the term is 
applied to various members of that family, Agamemnon in IZ58, 
him or his army in 818, Clytemnestra in 1257, Aegisthus in 1223 ; and 
as the lion's offspring is a type of Helen in 718, so it appears here to 
mean Iphigeneia. 

' r6(rov trip (6(ppuv w w — 

ip6ffot(ri \eirrais (or A.eirTOis) fia\ipuv \66vTcay 

•TTtivTuv t' aypov6fiuy <pi\on^frTois 

Byjpwv ofiptKiKois, cfirep Tivi, 

Toirtav aivei ^vfifioXa Kpavat, 

Schick fi^y, KaTdfiofLipa 5e, ffrpovSwy, 
Class, Rei). 1901, p. 16. In the first line we should probably read 
Tiaoii irep elSippav <8^>, Ka\(i, or T6irov vip €S<j>pay, cucoKd, 'thou 
gentle one.' 

* Since after all they are not wholly favourable to us, not satisfactory 
altogether {affifyrj, Soph. El. 496), but with elements in them which 
portend us evil too. 
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for there abides in wait a terrible recoiling keeper of the 160 
house, a treacherous unforgetting child-avenging Wrath ! " 

Such was the consequence, combined with much of good, 
that the voice of Calchas then pealed forth, as boded to the 
royal house by birds of omen by the way : — Wherewith in 
concord, 

Let Sorrow, Sorrow, be the burden, but may good 
prevail ! 

Zeus, whosoever he may be, — if that style please his ear, 170 
by that style I address him — though my estimate tries all, 
there is none I can conjecture^ besides Zeus, if I may 
honestly cast off the strange vague burden^ on my mind. 
A violent destructive one was great of yore, swelling 
with blusterous pride of combat in all sorts; but shall 
not be reckoned, being one of the past': — and he that 180 
rose up after met his overthrower and is gone : — but let' 
a man with hearty shouts of triumph hail the name of 
Zeus, and he shall have understanding * altogether ; Zeus, 
the guider of mankind upon the path of understanding 
by ordinance of Instruction by Sttffering as a law estab- 
lished.* When sore pain that puts in mind of suffering 190 
breaks out before the heart in time of sleep, then sober 
thoughts come over the reluctant will:® it is a forced 

Or 'compare.' 
^'Causeless,' 'unaccountable,' 'unwarranted.' fiirav, as often, is 
used like the adjective fidraiov. 

^ oiS' SffTis wdpoiBev ^v /ieyas, ira/iiiixv Spian fipvuy, 
ovSfv Ae|<u jrply &v 
is the MS. , in which the corruptions are obS' iaris and oii\» \f^ai : I 
have adopted the readings oi\.4s ris irdpoiBtv ^r I'^^yas, and oii^ 
Xi^erai, nrplv lev. It is all a metaphor from a wrestling combat, and 
ita/i/id.x'P Spi^ff" means 'with sws^gering prowess in the ran/ndx""')' 
that is, the irayKpdTtop. 

* The opposite of a/iapr'lia-erai ^pevay. 

* It was in this way, I believe, that Prometheus became reconciled to 
Zeus, ° Ctass. Rev. 1903, p. 241. 
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kindness,^ I take it, of Powers enthroned upon an awful 
bench. 

So was it then with the elder leader of the Achaean fleet ; 
cavilling not at any prophet, letting his spirit yield to 
violent circumstance, — what time the Achaean folk were 
sore oppressed by famishing delay from adverse weather, 
while they lay off the shore opposite to Chalcis in the region 200 
where suck to and fro the shifting tides of Aulis; when 
gales that kept coming from the Strymon brought un- 
welcome idleness and hunger and bad anchorage, driving 
men distraught, and squandering ships and cables, doubling 
the time of their sojourn, so that they wore the flower of 
Argos painfully away ; and the prophet, .alleging Artemis 
as cause, had cried out for the cruel storm a remedy more 
grievous to the princes than the storm itself, so that they 210 
struck their staves upon the ground and could not refrain 
from tears, — then was it that the elder prince uttered voice 
and said : " A grievous ill it is not to consent, and grievous, 
too if I must slay my child, the jewel of my home, defiling 
at the altar-side a father's hands in streaming blood from a 220 
stricken virgin's throat ! Is either course not full of misery ? 
How can I lose my alliance and be deserted by my fleet? 
For that they should passionately rage for sacrifice to lay 
the wind — a virgin's blood — is permissible ^ : — may aU 
prove well ! " 

But when once he had put on the harness of Necessity, 
his spirit shifting to another quarter, — of wickedness and 
bloody sin, from that moment^ he resigned himself to utter 230 
reckless hardihood : for what hardens the hearts of men is 

Sai/itti/ui' Se irou x^P'^ Ptaios or Piaia: they are stem justicers, but 
cruel only to be kind. 

^ The reading is uncertain, 

^ rrfflev might be relative, picked up by erAo S' oSi/ after the 
parenthesis ; but in any case it refers to avii-^Kar, for i,vdyKri irdvToX/ios 
was proverbial. 
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accurst Distraction with suggestions foul, the beginning 
of their hurt : — ah well, he did so harden himself to be the 
sacrificer of his daughter, in furtherance of war waged in a 
woman's cause and as a rite preUminary — ^to voyage of 
ships ! , 

Her supplications, her callings on the name of ' Father,' 
and her virgin years by those war-thirsty arbiters were held 240 
for nothing: her father, after prayer, gave sign to the 
ministers to seize her as she lay wrapped in her robes, and 
with a good courage hold her aloft above the altar, drooping, 
like a kid ; and that a guard upon her lovely lips by force 
and dumb constraint ofi bridle should prevent ^ the utterance 
of a curse upon his house. 

Shedding her saffron raiment upon the ground, her 
sacriiicers severally from the eye she smote with a plaintive 250 
shaft, — and showing as in a picture, — wishing to utter speech 
to them; for many a time had she sung where men feasted at 
her father's friendly board ; with pure voice virginal at her 
beloved .father's third libation was the hymn for blessing 
wont to be celebrated by his loving child. 

What followed I beheld not, neither do I tell : — only the 
art of Calchas was not unfulfilled. The scale of Justice 260 
lets teaching fall to the share of such as have experienped : 
what shall be you may hear when it is in being ; ere that, 
e'en let it go; it were but sorrowing beforehand; it will 
come full clear together with the rays of dawn. However, 

{Enter Clytemnestra.) 

may good success betide now in the sequel, to the wish of 
yonder ^ sole immediate bulwark of the Apian land. 

^ Or ^uXaK?, 'with a guard .... to prevent.' 

' Meaning Clytemnestra. HyxiffTov describes Clytemnestra's relation 
to the throne, which is expressly stated in the verses following (Schuetz). 
It was the almost invariable practice of the Greek stage for a chaiacter 

II 
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Elder. I have come, queen Clytemnestra, in deference to 270 
your authority ; for when the male throne is left vacant, it 
is right that homage should be rendered to the consort of a 
reigning prince. Now, whether it be good news you have 
received or not — whether merely happy-tiding hopes have 
caused you to make sacrifice, I would gladly hear ; though 
if you keep silence I complain not. , 

Clytemnestra. With happy tidings, as the proverb is, may 
Morning issue from his mother Night ! But you shall hear 
news of joy beyond all hope — the Argives have token Priam's 
town. 

Elder. What say you ? it escaped me, so incredible it 280 
seemed. 

Clyt. Troy in the hands of the Achaeans : am I clear ? 

Elder. Joy steals over me, summoning forth a tear. 

Clyt. The eye indeed argues your good feeling. 

Elder. What is the evidence ? Have you any warrant ? 

Clyt. I have, of course — unless Heaven have played false. 

Elder. Is it flattering apparitions in a dream command 
your credence ? 

Clyt. I should not scream^ out the mere fancy of a 
slumbering brain. 

Elder. Can it be some wing-swift rumour has puffed up 
your thoughts ? 

Clyt. You make light indeed of my understanding, as 
though I were a young child. 

Elder. Why, within what period has the destruction of 290 
the city taken place ? 

Clyt. Within the night that gave this present morning 
birth. 

Elder. What messenger could arrive here at such speed ? 

on the first appearance to be announced and described for the informa- 
tion of the audience. 

' o4 ^6\a.v hy hdKoifu /SpifoiJirrjs it>ptv6s. Class. Rev. 1903, p. 243. 
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Clyt. Hephaestus, sending bright shine forth from Ida ; 
and with posting fire one beacon hither still kept forwarding 
another on; Ida to Hermes' ridge in Lemnos, and from 
the island next did Athos, the steep of Zeus, receive third 
in his turn a mighty brand; and, mounting high^ to put the 
ocean at his back,i .... thereby announcing, like another 300 
sun, his golden radiance to the summits of Makistos. And 
he was by no means tardy or heedlessly overcome by sleep, 
to slack his duty ; far over Euripus' flood his beacon light 
arrived, giving signal^ to the watchers on Messapion. 
They, setting fire to a stack of old gray heather, lit up an 
answering glare and passed the message further on : and 
the blaze in vigour and undimmed leaped over, like the 
shining moon, Asopus' plain, and coming to Cithaeron's 310 
ridge- aroused a fresh relief of missionary fire. The far- 
sped light was not rejected by that station, which burned 
more than their bidding ; ^ their light pitched beyond the 
lake Gorgopis and arriving at mount Aegiplanetus urged the 
fiery ordinance to make no tarrying ; * and kindling up with 
liberal ardour they sent onward a great beard of flame, that 
it should pass right beyond the promontory that looks down 
on the Saronic gulf, so blazing ; then it pitched, when it had 320 
reached the Arachnaean steep, the watch-peak neighbouring 
the town : and then upon the roof of the Atridae here a 
gleam alighted that may claim an ancestry in fire of Ida. 
Such was the arrangement of my torch-bearers, — one from 
another in succession still supplied; and victory is with him 
who ran in the first place and the last.* 

■^ Or 'to skim the 'broad back of the ocean.' The pass^e being 
incomplete, the line which follows cannot be explained with any 
certainty. 

^ Or (TTiiiaivei )io\6v may mean ' signified his arrival' ; cf. v, 960. 

^ Or ' more than the aforesaid,' , 

* tail xpofiC^ifSai. 

' trpuTos Spaiiilv, though it could mean to start first,' usually meant 
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Here is the warrant and the token that I give you, for- 
warded for me by my lord from Troy. 

Eider. Lady, my prayers to heaven shall be made here- 
after; 1aut I would fain listen to your version of^ this tale 
again thrdoghout, and satisfy my wonder at it. 330 

€lyt. This'&iy the Greeks hold Troy. The town I guess 
is loud with ill-according cries : pour into the same vessel 
oil and vinegar, and you shall pronounce them unfriendly 
separated ; ^ and separate so, according to their different 
case, may be heard the voices of the conquered and the 
conquerors. The one upon the bodies flung of husbands 
and of brothers, and on the bodies of their sons the aged 
fathers that begat them, are bemoaning from a throat no 340 
longer free the loss of their best loved: while the others 
labour of night-roving after battle ranges hungry at such 
breakfasts as the town affords — not after any billet in due 
apportionment ! 'tis even according to their several drawings 
in Luck's lottery they are lodged now in their captive Trojan 
dwellings, from the frosts and dews of the bleak open sky 
delivered; and how blest!* will sleep the livelong night 
without a watch to keep. 

Now if they are showing due reverence to the gods — 360 
those of the conquered land — and the holy places of the gods 
then shall they not have spoiled only to be spoiled again. 

' to finish first,' and the play of words (which may have been familiar 
in the case of torch-ruaning) depends upon this ambiguity. The %lit 
from Ida ran both first and last, as starting first and ending last j the 
light from Mount Arachnae ran both first and last, as starting last and 
ending first. 

' Reading &>s Xeytis, for which there is a variant Ki-yois. Perhaps we 
should read iws \iyms (the optative foUowii^ BeKoi/j.' &v), as eas &v is 
now read for iis &v in Soph. P/iil. 1330, Aj. lllj, O.C. 1361 : this 
would be ' so long as you should speak.' 

* Or SixoffTarovvT' tiv, o4 ^i\a, ' separated, and not friends.' 

" is S' evSttlfioves, ., 
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But see no lust be falling upon them first, to ravish what 
they should not, out of covetousness ! for they have yet to 
travel the second member of the course, and require safe 
passage home. But if only they should come without 
having offended against Heaven, the sore hurt of the 
perished should grow gentle in its language ^ — so be no 
sudden stroke of accident befall them. 

Here you have my woman's words : — but may the good 360 
prevail without all counterpoise ! for of so many blessings 
I would see the fruit. ^ 

Elder. Lady, thy woman's words are sage as a sober- 
minded man's. Now, having heard good warrant from 
thee, I address me to make prayers to Heaven,' for there 
hath been wrought for the labour no unworthy recompense. 

\Exit Clytemnestra. 

Chorus. O Zeus, the King of Heaven ! and thou O Night 
our friend, possessor of great glories ! F6r, upon the 
castled walls of Troy thou didst cast a net of proof, that 
neither great nor any young one should surmount the huge 370 
enslaving trawl, a Doom of universal capture. 

Zeus it is of Hospitality that I acknowledge as the 
achiever of this act; he bent his bow on Alexander with 
long aim that so his bolt should neither fall short of the 
mark nor soar beyond the stars to alight without effect. 

'•It is the stroke of Zeus ihat they have felt' may be pro- 
nounced, and fully traced.* His act achieved was according 380 
to his determination. It hath been said by one that the 
gods deign not to take note of such on earth as trample 

' iHiyofov. Class. Rerv. 1903, p. 289. 

^ TJjK iavr[aiv MS., ' the due fruit.' 

' 6io\is rrpoirenrf'iv oS iraparKivdCo/iat as Ar, Av. 226, Thesm. 99. 
They don't say cS TtfoanTCitv or irpo(TavSav, but the verb alone. 

* '^hs TtKayhv cx"""''"'' fif'" iripetrriv, toSt6 t' ^|i;(i/«Sirai. Class, 
Rem. 1902, p. 440. 
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on sweet sanctities : but he was irreligious ! Manifest as 
penalty for wicked sin hath here been shown us havoc 
of presumptuous arrogance ^ with mansions teeming in 
excess beyond the Best;^ and let that be, with a good 
endowment of the mind to have sufHcience without hurt. 390 
For there is no strong fortress to be found for him that in 
surfeit of Wealth kicks into obscurity ^ the great sanctuary 
of Righteousness. 

But he is forced by the wretch Temptation, fearful child 
of designing Doom. Then cure is all in vain. His evil is 
not hidden, but shows forth plainly as a sinister gleam; 
like base metal under the application of the rubbing touch- 400 
stone he is found to have a dark stain fixed in him — being 
as a child in pursuit of» a bird upon the wing* — laying 
fearful contamination upon all his people.^ To prayers no 
god will listen, but pulls down as guilty the man that is 
conversant with such things. 

Such a man was Paris, who visited the home of the 410 
Atreidae,and then did scandal to the guest-table by theft of 
a wedded woman. 

She, bequeathing to her own countrymen bustling stir of 
men with shield and spear and armament of seamen, and 
bringing to Ilium, in the place of dowry, ruin, hath passed 
nimbly through the gates, in commission of a crime ! Then 
sorely wailed the spokesman of the house, ^ crying, Alas, 
alas for the home, the home and for the princes 1 Alas 
for the husband's bed and the wifely print of her form upon 420 

' Tti^miTU 8' ^KTivouff' i,ToKfii\Ta>v opj) irveivTav /icifoi/-^ SiKa(us. 
Class. Rev. 1901, p. 105. Comparer. 1512. 

"^^ I.e. T^ fteTpov, Due Measure. 

' I.e. puts it out of his sight. 

* Ambition winged by Hope. 

'^ ir^\€t irpSffTptfi/ia de\s itfieprov. 

" Those who voiced abroad the state of Menelaus who sat moping in 
a comer abject and abased. 
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it I Silence may be seen, dishonoured, unreviling, .... 
silence of moping grief that sits apart; ^ through yearning for 
one beyond the sea it would appear a phantom that is master 
of the house. The charm of shapely statues is become hateful 
in his sight ; in the lack of eyes''' all passion of love is lost. 

In dream there still are present flattering'^ semblances, — 430 
ringing only a vain joy ; for all in vain, when fancying that 
he beholds his bliss * — away through his hands the vision slips 
and is gone a moment afterwards on wings attendant upon 
the travelling of Sleep. ■ , 

These, and transcending these, are the sorrows by the 
hearth at home ; while at large for such as launched together 
from the land of Hellas what is proper is heart-broken 
mourning ^ of their several houses ; there is plenty at any 440 
rate that touches to the heart ! — those whom each sped 
forth to war he knows; but instead of men those that 
return again to their several homes are urns ^ and ashes. 

Ares, the Changer — of bodies, whose balances are poised 
— in the battle, sends back from lUum for their friends at 
home a heavy dust passed through the fire for bitter tears, 
fiUing small decent vessels^ with ashes in exchange for man. 450 

Then they make lamentation, duly praising each man, — 
this one as an expert warrior, that one as nobly fallen in the 
carnage — 'for sake of another's wife I ' growls some one 
under his breath; and sore resentment spreads covertly 
against the principals in the quarrel, the Atridae. 

1 irdpefTTi iTiylis arl/jiovs ahoiS6povs .... atprmivav ISitv. 

^ Through which come Xiapos : as x^'P^" o\\vfi,eyav, tpptv 
iroAvepyhs 'AS'fivri, Orpheus in Lobeck Aglaofham. p. 951. 

' TitBii/ioviSf Housman, as ovtlpuv tpiaiior' ivTnBri, v. 286. 

* idr' &y £<r9A,<£ tis SokHv ipav—' when (he would embrace her)' ; but 
the verb is effectively omitted. Class. Rev. 1898, p. 246. 

° itivSti' ■aTKi\<rtK&piios as arX'ri(Tl<t>pav, 

^ Or ' arms.' ' Class, Rev. 1902, p. 438. 
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While others there abroad in all their shapeliness occupy 
tombs in Ilian land — occupants hidden beneath a hated 460 
soil. 

A people's talk when in wrath is dangerous ; it performs 
the oflSce of a curse publicly decreed. My anxious thought 
awaits the news of something shrouded now in night: — 
the Gods are not regardless of such as cause much blood- 
shed ; when a man is prosperous unrighteously, the black 470 
Erinyes by dwindling waste again of his substance cause 
him to grow faint and dim ; and when he is finally among 
,the vanished, there is no help then. 

Dangerous, moreover, is exceeding good report ; for lofty 
peaks are struck from heaven by jealous eyes of Zeus.^ 
Good fortune free from envy is my choice : I would neither 
be despoiler, nor yet be made captive myself to see my life 
Under the dominion of another.^ 480 

One of the Elders. Swift rumour has gone through the 
city at good tidings brought by fire ; but whether it be true 
or not, who knows? Supposing it be not some divine 
deceit.^ 

Another. Who is so childish or so crazy as to let his 
heart be fired by messaging in flame only to sink again 
upon the contradiction of the story ? 

Another. It is like a woman's lightness to yield assent to 490 
pleasure before the appearance of proof visible. 

Another. Feminine desire is over-easily persuaded and 
spreads rapidly;* but as rapidly extinguished doth fame 
voiced by a woman perish. 

One of the Elders who has been looking out towards the 

' pixXiTM ykp itriTois Ai69fv Kdpava, Tucker. 
'^ /j^t' oJr ainhs aKobs ix &\\<f fiiov KarlSoini. 
* el S' ^T^TVfios ris olBtv ; el n 9e76n itrri p,^ ^idos. 
' As ^re does, iriBayhs ^701' i 9tj\vs ^pos iitive/UTai TaX"^opos' 
Class. Rev. 1902, p. 441. 
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sea. We shall soon know about these beaconings of light- 
bearing torches and these passings-on of fire, whether they 
be true, or whether this light came only with a dream-like 
joy to cheat our sense: — I see a Herald yonder coming 
from the shore beneath the shade of olive-branches : — and 
by Mire's consorting sister, thirsty Dust, I am assured ofsoo 
this, — he shall not make you sign without a voice or by 
kindling flame of mountain timber with mere smoke, but 
with express words shall make either joy more plain, or else 
— but with the alternative I have no patience now; may 
fair result appear to cap fair witness yisible ! 

Another. If there be any that prays otherwise, let him 
reap himself the fruit of his misguidedness. 

{Enter Herald.) 

Herald. O my dear fatherland, my native soil of Argos, 
on this blessed day in the tenth year ^ I have come back to 
thee again, when many a hope hath snapped, successful in 510 
this one ; ^ I never thought that I should die in Argos here 
and have my share of burial in this dearest land. Now at 
last my blessing on the land, and blessed be the Sun's 
light, and Zeus the land's most high, and blessed be the 
Lord of Pytho and shoot forth his shafts no longer upon 
us ! Thine enmity was shown sufficiently beside Scaman- 
der's banks; but show thyself Preserver now and Healer, 
Lord Apollo ! My salutation to the Gods of Gathering all, 
and chiefly my own patron, Hermes the dear Herald, whom 520 
heralds worship ; and to the Heroes that once sent us forth, 
praying that they may receive again with kindness what the 
spear hath spared. Hail royal palaces, beloved abodes, and 
august seats, and sunward-facing deities — with bright eyes 
radiant now, if ever formerly, welcome the King duly after all 

' Seki^tov. 

' Hopes being anchors or cables to a Greek, 
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this time! For bringing light in the night-time both to 
you and all this company together hath King Agamemnon 
come ! O give him, then, good welcome ! for indeed it is 
his due, since, he hath levelled Troy with the mattock of 680 
Zeus Justicer, whereby the soil hath been broken and the 
seed of all the land destroyed.^ So heavy is the yoke upon 
Troy's neck laid by our prince the elder son of Atreus, man 
of blessed destiny, who now hath come; and who of all 
men living is the worthiest to be honoured; for neither 
Paris nor his associate^ people can profess that what they 
did surpasses what they have suffered : cast in a suit for 
rape and theft, he hath not only lost his plunder but hath 540 
caused his fathers' house to be shorn off and utterly 
destroyed with all the land pertaining; thus the sons of 
Priam have paid twofold penalty for their offence. 

Elder. Herald of the allies returned from the field, I 
wish yoii joy. 

Herald. Thanks ; let me die now ! ^ I'll oppose the' will 
of God no more. 

Elder. Was it love-sickness for home that tried you? 

Herald. Ay, so much that my eyes fill with tears for 
joy. 

Elder. It was a sweet disease, then, this that you had 
gotten. 

Herald. How is that ? Instruct me, and I shall master 
that saying. ^ 

Elder. As being smitten with desire for those that 
returned your passion. 

' The MSS. insert ;Saijuo! S' Si'iTTOi Kal ffewK iSp^/tara, Persae 813 
quoted from memory in illustration : it would be impossible here. 
Class. Rev. 1898, p. 246 ; 1902, p. 439. 

' <rvvrtK'l\s, sharing the same privileges, and so involved in the same 
liabilities."' 

' X^'p"' TiSvaliiv (S')' oAkct' &VTepa Seats. 'Now I can depart in 
peace, for happiness and content' {v. 555), 



AGAMEMNON 17I 

Herald. Do you mean that you longed for the army as it 560 
longed for home ? 

Elder. So much that I have often sighed with a vague 
misgiving heart.^ 

Herald. Whence came this gloom that hung over you 
disliking war abroad ? ^ 

Elder. Silence has long been my preservative against 
hurt. 

Herald. How ? In the absence of our princes were there 
any that you stood in fear of ? 

Elder. So much that now, in your own phrase,^ even 
death were joy. 

Herald. Indeed it is a grand success : — though, taking 
the time in all, with part that one may call successful there 
was part unsatisfactory— ^none but a god can live unhurt 
perpetually: — for were I to recount our labours and hard 560 
lodging — rare vouchsafements * and with sorry bed — 
and . . . .^ Then again our lot on shore was even worse ; 
for our lying was close against the enemy's walls, and 
drizzling from the' sky and dews from the fenny earth 
distilled upon us with abiding damage, making our hairy 
garments full of vermin. And if one were to tell of winter 
— how fearful was the cold, killing the birds, that snows on 
Ida made — or heat, when on his noonday couch unruffled 570 
by a breath the deep lay sunk in slumber without ripple ? 
— What need is there to repine for this? The labour is 
past, — for the dead, so past that they will never care now 
even to rise again : — what is the use of reckoning the tale 
of all the spent and of the live heart grieving for malignant 

^ &IS iri(\\' &;uavpa; Ik <t>ptv6s y' AvotTT^yeic. 
^ TrSBiV rh Svff^pov toCt' ^w^v ffTvyoffrpdr^ ; 
' His TeByairiv in v. 544. 

* o-iropvckj irapef^eis (from iropefnai as c?|ij from elKui), ' opportunities,' 
or 'relaxations.' 

° ri S' oO ffrivoyTis o!> \ax''>"''ej iJiiciTos iiepos ; MS, 
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fate? I think that our misfortunes may be fairly asked to 
take a long farewell.^ For us, the remnant of the Argive 
host, the gain outweighs, the suffering is no counterpoise ; 
so that we may well go flying over land and sea upon the 580 
wings of fame this bright day boasting thus : '£y Argives, 
having at last captured Troy, unto the Gods throughout all 
Hellas were pinned up these trophies, to be a monumental 
glory for their shrines' Those that hear such doings should 
applaud the country and the captains; and the grace of 
Zeus shall be duly prized, as the achiever of this act. — ^You 
have my tale in full. 

Elder. I am overborne, and yield with a good grace, for 
docility keeps ever young.^-^But this should most concern 590 
the house and Clytemnestra, though enriching me at the 
same time. 

Clyt. I lifted up my jubilant hymn before, a while ago, 
when the first messenger arrived by night in fire, declaring 
the capture and laying waste of Ilium ; and they rebuked 
me, saying, '■ Art thou so persuaded by beacons to believe that 
Troy is taken 1 O like a woman to be so exalted I ' This 
was the language, arguing my wits abroad ; yet I continued 
offering, and throughout the town they raised the jubilant 600 
anthem after woman's use, lulling in the shrines the spice- 
fed odorous flame. 

So now, what need is there for thee to tell me all the 
circumstances ? I shall soon learn the whole story from the 
King himself: but that I may hasten best to receive my 
honoured lord on his. return — ^for to a woman's eyes what 
hour is sweeter than the hour when heaven-preserved her 

^ Koi iroKKh xaipfv (ri;/»0opcij KaTa|ia>, one of the many variations of 
the phrase xo^P^'" f^fy or KtXtia. The sense is Ipper' &vtai, valete 
curael 

^ h,il yhp ii$a tois (or toi) yipouatv ^iifiaBeiy, ' teachableness,' as 
ivviiaOeiv from Svcr/iaS^s. ' It is never too late to learn.' 
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husband comes home from the field and she unbars her 
gates for him ? — take back this message, that he come with 
all speed, the country's darling, come to find in his home a 610 
faithful wife, even as he left her, a true hound on guard, to 
him still constant, foe to his ill-wishers, and for the rest, 
alike at all parts, never having tampered all this while with 
any seal ; of joys from another man — nay, even the breath 
of scandal — I am as innocent as of plunging metal ! [Extf. 

Herald. Such is the boasting ; though brim-full of truth, 
unseemly, surely, for a noble dame to trumpet? ^ 

Elder. That is tier protestation, as you apprehend,— in 620 
the judgment of good critics only specious. But now 
your story. Herald, — Menelaus, what of our beloved prince ? 
Shall we see him safe back with you ? 

Herald. It were impossible to paint falsehood in fair 
colours and enable the enjoyment of it to be lasting. 

Elder. Might fortune then permit you to show truth in a 
fair guise ! When true and fair are sundered, it is ill-con- 
cealed. 

Herald. The man has disappeared from the allied force, 
together with his ship : there is no falsehood there. 630 

Elder. Had he launched forth in full sight from Ilium, 
or was it a storm befalling all in common that tore him 
from the rest ? 

Herald. You have hit the target like a master, and con- 
cisely phrased a long story of distress. 

Elder. Did general talk from other voyagers speak of him 
as alive or dead ? 

Herald. No one has the knowledge to report with 
certainty, except the Sun who fosters the earth's growth. 

Elder. What is your account of the storm's coming by 
the wrath of deity, and its result ? 640 

Herald. It is not proper to profane a day of praise with the 
• Class. Rev. 1903, p. 242. 
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voice of evil tidings : that ceremony is apart from Gods of 
Heaven.^ When a messenger with gloomy countenance 
reports disastrous accident of an army overthrown — one 
general . wound befalling the city and from their many 
several homes the excommunication of their men under 
that twofold scourge that Ares uses,^ destruction double- 
armed, bloodshed in double harness — when, I say, the 
burden on his back is of that kind, then proper is it that the 
hymn he utters should be this to the Erinyes : — but when 650 
he comes with good tidings of preservation to a city blest 
in the enjoyment of all happiness, — how then should 1 
commingle good with evil, speaking of a storm that came 
upon the Achaeans surely through the wrath of Heaven ! 
For Fire and Sea, the bitterest enemies before, now swore 
alliance* and displayed their compact by destroying the 
unhappy Argive army. In the night-time rose up trouble 
of the waves ; for Thracian winds dashed our ships against 
each other ; and they, being rammed with blast of the 660 
hurricane and battering sleet, by the wild handling of that 
evil shepherd disappeared. And when the bright light of 
the sun rose up, we saw the surface of the Aegean ocean as 
in flower with corpses of our men and wreck of ships. We 
however with our ship undamaged in the hull were either 
stolen off or begged off by some Power more than human 
with his hand upon our helm : and Saviour Fortune sat of her 
grace upon our ship so that we should neither suffer surf at 670 

^ Class. Rev. 1 90 1, p. 23 ; Plat. Tim. 69D, Legg. 828c. 

' An iysXaroi /i<£irTi|, as it were, with two lashes, one inflicting 
public and the other private wound ; Class. Rev. 1902, p. 60 : these 
two wounds are described in the line followii^, where the metaphor in 
SlKoyxoy is from the common practice of carrjring a pair of spears. 

' This in the usual story was regarded as a compact struck between 
Poseidon and Athena (privileged to employ her Father's lightning), 
who had previously been on opposite sides. The opening of the Traades 
of Euripides shows them making this agreement. 
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anchor nor strand upon a rock-bound shore. Then, having 
escaped a watery grave, with white dawn, hardly crediting 
our fortune, we let our thoughts dwell upon our sudden 
reverse, our fleet being wrecked and sorely buffeted. So 
likewise are they now — if there be any of them yet alive — 
speaking of us as perished, doubtless ; while we imagine 
them to be in the same condition. Let us hope the best we 
may ! For Menelaus, though your first and chiefest expecta- 
tion must indeed be that he is in sore straits,^ still, if there 
be any ray of the Sun descrying him alive and sound, there 680 
is some hope that by the contrivances of Zeus, being not 
yet minded to destroy the race entirely, he may yet reach 
home again. 

So much you may be assured is a true story. 

Chorus. 

Who can it have been that gave a name thus alto- 
gether true — was it some Being invisible, guiding his 690 
tongue happily by foreknowledge of fate? — to Helen the 
bride of war, the centre of contention ? For. she proved 
with fitness Hell enow to ship and man and town when 
issuing from her sumptuous chamber-curtains she set 
sail before the breath of Earth-sprung Zephyrus^ — and 
after her a swarming host of men, fierce hunters armed with 
shield upon the trail, — the unseen oar-blade trail of a quarry 
that had, landed at the leafy banks of Simois, — in bloody 700 
rivalry. 

But thought-executing Wrath brought that k^Sos to 

' irpoirS6Ka lioytiv. — iri>Sir6v re koX n&\urra means fid^urra iifv koI 
irpSiTov, to which tl 5' oZv is the opposition. 

^ Who according to one story was the father of "Epas : Lydus d& 
mens. p. 1 17 Bekker 'EpuTi, tv ol /ivBiKol Ze^tipov toS ytyavros etvai 
a^ioSiru', fis (pmaiv EBpurox i AaKiSat/iSvios i ne},oiroi6s : Bergk Poe(, 
Lyr. iii. p. 639. It was as the wind of Love that Zephyr lent his aid. 
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fulfilment in the true meaning of the term,i by exacting 
account in after time for dishonouring of the Stranger's 
Table and of Zeus of the shared home from those who 
once so freely ^ celebrated the bride-honouring strain, the 
kinsmen to whose part it fell to sing the wedding-chorus 710 
then. 

Now in her age doth Priam's ancient city learn a different 
strain, a strain of plenteous lamentation; loud, I ween, 
she moans now, terming Paris 'O thou fatal wedded 1' 
after having suffered in time previous an age of most 
plenteous lamentation * for the sorrowful blood of her own 
sons. 
"* A Herdsman kept once and adopted in his own house a 
Lion's offspring,* still at breast ; that in its life's preluding 720 
stage Was tame, the friend of childhood and the delight 
(even) of the venerable ; ^ and often took it in his arms 
like a nursling infant, under stress of appetite wooing the 
hand with radiant visage.^ • - 

But when time had passed over him, he revealed the 
true nature he derived from his parentage : — in payment 
of his debt of maintenance he made ready — ^at no man's 730 
bidding — a feast with destruction of the cattle ; so that the 
house was drenched in gore, the habitants aghast in helpless 
agony, and great was the slaughterous damage. The will 

' KTiSos opBiivviiov nrjvis ijvvffev. Class. Rev, 1900, p. 1 16. There 
is no word in English that will cover the two senses of k^Sos, ' relation- 
ship by marriage ' and ' mourning ' (the due office of relations). " ' Hell 
enow' above is perhaps the best that can be done for 'EA.ei/aus, 
'destroyer of ships.' 

^ iK<j>iTas ', or ixxpiTias {i.e. iv^ii/ias), ' with note of praise and 
gladness,' which afterwards became Sio-^Tj/iov. 

' T&inrpiKrB' ij Tro\iB(ii\vov. 

* ^Bpi^iv S4 \4ovros Iviv S6fiots aydXaKra jSo^ras S^iipi Wecklein. 
^ Compare Horn. //. 3. 149-158. 

* ^atSpuirhr ttotI x^ip" "■o^i'Octo — like Ate, v. 1227, Pers. 98. 
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of God had domiciled him in the house to be the minister 
of destroying Doom ! 

Likewise I would say there came to the city of Ilium 
one for the moment ^ with a spirit of unruffled Calm, a 
languorous jewel in the crown of Wealth, with soft arrows 740 
of the eye, a blossom of loveliness to wound the heart : — 

But then she swerved aside and brought the union to 
completion with a bitter end, launched upon the sons of 
Priam with curse in her habitance and curse in her com- 
panionship, in the conduct of Zeus Hospitable, an Erinys 
bringing tears to brides ! 

There is a venerable saying hath been framed on earth 
of old, that human Weal, when come to the full growth, has 760 
issue, and dies not childless; that Woe insatiable is the 
natural heritage of good fortune. 

But my view is different from the world's and single : that 
it is the sinful deed which begets more in the likeness of 
his own kind, whereas righteous houses are ever blest in 
their children. 

It is the wont of ancient Insolence to engender in the 760 
evil — soon or late, when comes the appointed hour — 
a youthful Insolence, in cloud of darkness an avenging 
Spirit ^ that neither fight nor battle can withstand, of sinful 
recklessness bringing black ruinous Doom upon the habita-, 
tion — ^an Insolence in the likeness of its progenitors. 

But Righteousness doth shine in sooty dwelUngs, and 
shows her honour to the virtuous man ; your gold-bespangled 
mansions where there is filth upon the hands she forsakes 
with eyes averted and addresses her unto the holy,* bowing 770 
not before the power of Wealth — false coin made current 

^ ttifavra,' oi which irapavr-^Ka is the temporal adverb,- as aur-^Ka, 

'^ $a8i(rK0T0i' Sai/xova rirav. 
' iffiairpoiTeipaTO, Tucker. 

12 
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by the world's approval — and guides all things to their 
proper goal. 

[Enter Agamemnon in a four-wheeled travelling-wagon 
drawn by mules ; followed presently by another con- 
taining among other spoils Cassandra, who continues 
motionless and silent but in view. 

Chorus. 

Come now, O King, despoiler of Troy, offspring of 
Atreus, how shall I address thee or show thee homage 
without overshooting or falling short of the due measure of 
thy content ? There are many that dishonestly affect mere 780 
outward show : ^ each is ready to heave a sigh over distress, 
no pang of sorrow reaching to the heart ; and likewise in 
the similitude of such as share in joy, forcing their un- 
smiling countenances, .... * But he that is a good 
judge of the flock shall never be deceived by human 
eyes that while feigning to glow with warm affection are yet 
flattering only with a lukewarm love. 

Thou, in the time when thou wast despatching an 790 
armament for sake of Helen, wast pictured to my eyes — 
I will not cloke it — in most unlovely lineaments ; as not 
guiding well the rudder of thy wits in seeking to recover at 
the post of good men's lives a willing wanton.^ ' But now 
with no shallow feeling or false friendship < I may say > 
' The labour smiles on the successful labourer.' * In course 

^ Or t!i ZokCv euyoi (as Lucian iii. 274), 'the pretence of kindness.' 
" The line has been lost which contained the finite verb ; ' they 
■smile only with the lips ' was the usual thing to say. Class. Rev. 1900, 
p. 116; 1903, p. 244. 
^ I.e. Helen. Class. Rev. 1900, p. 116. 

* vvv S' oi/c air' itKpas (pptvbs o4S' aipiKas 
<%ffriv iirenr^7v> 
' fS^pav w6v<)S ei? TtKfffaitiv,' Class, Rev. 1898, p. 247, 
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of time thou wilt discover by enquiry whose stewardship of 
the state among thy folk is honest, and whose unseasonable, goo 

Agam. My salutations are due first to Argos and the 
Gods of the country, that have shared with me in my safe 
journey and in justice I have wreaked upon the town of 
Priam. Having heard the unvoiced cause, they cast into 
the urn of blood, with no dissentient, their votes for perish- 
ing and waste~of Ilium ; to the other vessel Hope of the 
■filling hand kept coming nigh, without fulfilment. The 
capture of the city now remains still manifest by the smoke : 
there is life yet in the gusts of Ate,^ and the ash expiring 8io 
with them puffs out rich breaths of wealth. 

For this should memorable reward be paid to the Gods ; 
seeing that we have taken vengeance for an arrogant rape 
and for a woman's sake a city hath been laid desolate by a 
fierce Argive monster, hatched by a Horse in form of 
people armed, that made its spring about the sinking of the 
Pleiades and leaping over the strong walls (like) a raw-fed 
lion lapped its fill of despot's blood. 

This lengthened preface for the Gods : as for your senti- 820 
ment, which I remember, — I agree ; you have me of your 
counsel: few Mejthey with jvhpm jt_is natural to admire a 
firiend's good fortune without jealousy ; that bitter venom 
settles at the heart making the diseased man's burden 
double heavy : not only is he bowed beneath his own sore 
load, but groans at the sight of prosperous ease in others. 
With knowledge — for I am well acquainted with that glass, 
companionship — I may pronounce ghost of a shadow certain 830 
ones in seeming most devoted' to me: — only Odysseus, 
he that sailed against his will, when harnessed pulled 
beside me zealously at need, — whether he be dead now or 

alive For the rest, affairs of state and of religion, 

we shall appoint general meetings and deliberate in full 
^ Or BvriKai, ' in Doom's burnt-sacrifice.' 
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assembly : and our deliberation must be how what is well 
now may continue well; where we find aught in need of 
medicinal remedies, we shall endeavour to remove the 
mischief by sage use of knife or searing-iron. — Now I will 840 
proceed to my palace and my own home's hearth, to begin 
with salutation to the Gods who sped me forth and have 
brought me home again : may Victory, as she hath attended 
me, remain still constant ! 

Clyt. Good citizens, Council of Argos here before me, I 
shall not blush to confess to you my loving disposition — 
timidity wears away in time. It is not from others' prompt- 
ing I shall speak now of my own unhappy life the whole 850; 
time that my lord here was absent before Ilium. In the 
first place it is fearful hardship for a woman without man 
to sit at home all solitary, her ears filled with malignant 
rumours, and for one after another to come crying out 
disasters for the house each worse than the last. Wounds, 
— if my lord received as many wounds as rumour still in 860 
conduit hither kept reporting, he must have perforations 
in him^ past the number of a net: — or if his deaths had,, 
been as numerous as the stories, he might have had three 
bodies — Geryon the second — with an ample threefold 
coverlet of earth to boast above him — never speak of that 
beneath — one dea,th for each several form ! In consequence 
of such malignant rumours many a time by force against my 
eager will ^ have others loosened the suspended halter from 
my neck. This is the reason that we have not standing by 
our side here, as we should, the boy Orestes, who in his 
person owns the pledges of love between us two : think it 870 
not strange j he is in the keeping of our good ally, Strophius 
the Phocian, who forewarned me of trouble on two accounts, 
— thine own peril before Ilium, and the chance that popular 
tumultuous anarchy might plot^ conspiracy against usjVt 

' WrpriTai. "^ irpbs filav \(\tiifi(vris. ' Karappd^tifv- 
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being natural impulse when a man is down to kick him 
more : — this was the representation, carrying no guile in it. 

For myself, the welling springs of tears have run quite 
dry, there is not a drop left in them ; I have suffered injury 880 
to my late-watching eyes through weeping for the still- 
neglected lamps alight for thee: and in my dreams the 
faintest wing-beats of a whining gnat would startle me while 
I beheld more accidents to thee than could be in the tirne 
that shared my sleep. 

Now at length aftergoing through all this with unrepining 
spirit I would hail my husband here as watch-dog of the 
fold, preserving mainstay of the ship, firm-grounded pillar of 
the lofty roof, a sole-born child appearing to a father, 
land a^earing to a sailor beyond hope ! ^ [Fairest is the 890 
sight of daylight after storm, spring-water to the thirsty way- 
farer, and sweet is the deliverance from all distress.] These 
are the terms I use to do his merit honour ; and let Envy 
keep afar, for the troubles we have been enduring in time 
past were plenty. — Now, dear my lord, step from that wagon, 
— but not setting on the ground thy royal foot, the 
vanquisher of Ilium ! — Come, make haste, women, upon 
whom the office hath been laid to strew with tapestries the 900 
path he treads upon ! Straightway let a purple road be 
made, that Justice may conduct him to his undreamed home. 

The rest shall never - slumbering thought dispose in 
fashion just — please God — to all content.^ 

Agam. Offspring of Leda, warden of my house, thy speech 
was appropriate enough to my absence, — because it has 

' pLovoyevis TCKVoy Trarpl {irap' iXiriSa ijiaviv) is the meaning : Class, 
Rev. 1903, p. 244. — The three lines bracketed which follow look as 
though they had been quoted irom elsewhere in the margin. 

■ ^ Reading 6i]irii SiKatws, crhv 9eois, Bv/idpiitva or <rti> Btoiffur, 
ipiifva for itSp Beols fiiiap/iepa, ' shall dispose in fashion just — God 
willing — as ordained by!Fate.' 
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been lengthy; but becoming commendation — that is an 
honour that should come from other lips. Moreover, 
pamper me not so, as though I were a woman ; nor adore 
me, as though I were an Eastern, with loud open-mouthed 910 
prostrations; nor bring down jealousy upon my path by 
strewing it with raiment. These are the pomps to honour 
divine beings with; but for human feet to tread, upon 
embroidered fineries is to my conscience by no means 
without cause of fear. I charge you, venerate me not as 
God but as a man : the words ^footmats ' and ' embroideries ' 
ring very differently in report,^ and a sane mind is the 
greatest gift of Heaven. Felicitation should be deferred 
until a man has ended his life in happy state. I have said 920 
how I should act herein with a good conscience.^ 

Clyi. Now tell me this, of your honest mind, 

Agam. My mind, you may assure yourself, I shall not alter. 

Clyt. — Would you in an hour of danger have made this 
manner of proceeding ^ a vow promised to Heaven ? 

Agam. Yes, if the performance of such ritual had been 
prescribed by well-advised authority. 

Clyt. And Priam, — what think you he had done upon 
the same achievement ? 

^ Blass, Milanges Henri Weil (1898), p. 13 : to walk merely over 
TToiii/riaTpa would be a.verr[^9ovov : but it would have a very different 
sound if rumour said that he had walked upon tcI iroiKiKa, which beloi^ 
to the service of the Gods. 

^ eTiroy reiS' tiis irpdriroin' hv (b6ap<riis iyA. Perhaps the meaning 
is ' I will act herein with an easy conscience in the manner I have 
stated.' 

' That is, of course, sacrificing dyed garments. The right reading is 
KA. tii^a 6eo7s Sdaas ttv SS' (p^tiv rdSe ; 
Ar. etirep rts eiSi^s y' eS t6S' i^etirev reAoy. 
where the MS. gives ^pSeii/ and i^eiTrov. So in zi. 954 Clytemnestra 
says iroWiiv waTna/iiy eSudrav hv Tiiidnyy, ' I would readily have 
vowed the sacrifice of many robes to ransom Agamemnon's life.' — He 
would have obeyed Calchas as he had done in the matter of Iphigeneia, 
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Agam. I think he had walked upon embroideries most 
certainly. 

Clyt. Have no scruple then for censure of mankind. 

Agam, There is much force, nevertheless, in the murmur 
of a people's talk. 

Clyf. Ay, but he is not thought enviable that moves no 930 
jealousy ! 

Agam. It is quite unwomanly to thirst for contest. 

Clyt. But felicity is graced by yielding victory, 

Agam. Do you set store on 'victory '-.of that kind? 

Ctyf. O yield ; though you are the superior, if you make 
me a voluntary concession.^ 

Agam. Well, if it is' your pleasure, let my shoes, that 
serve the foot in the office of a slave, be loosed : and as I 
tread upon these purples, may I not be smitten from afar 
by any jealous eye of Heaven ! For indeed I have much 
conscience to be prodigal,^ in wasting wealth, textures cost- 940 
ing silver. — So much for me : ^ now take this damsel in with 
kindness J a gentle master is regarded with approval from 
afar by God : no one submits willingly to the yoke of slavery, 
and she, who hath followed in my train, was presented by 
the army as the choicest flower of all our treasure. — Since 
I am constrained to listen to thy will herein, I will go 
towards my palace trampling purples. 

C/yt. There is the whole sea — surely none shall dry it up ! 950 
— breeding, only for its weight of silver, stain renewable of 
purple in abundance for the dyeing of robes ; and of these, 
my lord, the house — thank Heaven — affords us store already;* 

■• riBoS' Kparfis /iev toi irapets 7' eiciv ijioi, as Soph. AJ. 1353. 

^ SancLTo<f>Bope7y, poetical for olKo^Bopeiy. This is the scruple that 
Clytemnestra scofiSngly replies to in v. 949. 

' Tovuhy /liv oStu. \ 

* Cf. Theocr. 22, 223, Eur. £1. 359, 868. If any alteration is to be 
made, I think it should be oixou 
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penury is a thing the house is not acquainted with. Nay, 
I would have vowed the trampling of a thousand robes 
had it been so enjoined upon the house at the oracles 
when I was contriving means for the. recovery of this 
precious life ! The root existing, foliage reaches to a 
house, spreading thereby a shade against the parching 
Dogstar ; so on thy arrival at thy hearth and home, warmth 960 
as it were in winter signifies its coming,^ ay, and what season 
Zeus above matureth wine out of the bitter unripe grape, ^ 
then is there coolness within doors when the complete man 
is about his house : — ^ [As Agamemnon goes in. 

O Zeus Completer, grant completion of my prayer, and take 
good heed of what thou meanest to complete ! [Exit. 

Chorus. Wherefore doth this spirit of dread so fixedly 
keep hovering, ever set before my boding consciousness ? ' 
Why without bidding or reward doth music chant me 
warning prophecy? And why can I not forthwith puff 970 
it from me like a puzzling dream and have assuring 
confidence seated on my bosom's throne?*, Time . . . 
the general cast of the stern-cables ashore . . . the sea- 
borne host sped for the walls of Troy,^ and by the witness 

^ (TTiiiaiyft iio\6y. 

^ The meaning in her mind is Zeus maturing vengeance for ~ 
Iphigeneia ; and it is this that causes the elaborate shape of the 
comparison, and explains the significance of the particles Sraf Sh reixy 
ZeiJj ye, ' ay, and when Zeus,' or ' ay, but when Zeus.' 

' Class. Reu. 1902, p. 437. ^ 

^ odS' avinrTiiras .... 9a,paos ilnrnBts t^ti ^pivhs tl>i\ov dp6viiv, 
the construction slightly varied from ouS' oirojmi<ras .... Bapaa. 

^ Corrupt and difficult to restore : one notion is 

XP^VOS 5* ittii 

irpviiviialav (vyeiifioKis 

^aiiiiis (or ifia/i/icts) ayh trap^ij) — 

&pTo vavfiiTdS trrparis, 
'Time has passed since the sandy shore chafed (or 'grazed,' from 



AGAMEMNON 1 85 

of my own eyes I am assured of their "return ; yet still my 
soul within me all-untutored keeps intoning that untunable £ 
dirge-note of Vengeance, without owning altogether the 
sweet confidence of hope. There is true meaning in the 
agitation of my inward parts : the breast my heart is dashed 
against gives warrantable presage, and the eddying tides 
that hurl it give assurance of fulfilment ! ^ Yet may all 
belie my fears and fall out false, and end in being un- 
fulfilled ! 

Health, grown large, will never rest content within his i 
limit; yet against it presses neighbour Sickness with a 
common party-wall between : ^ and so doth human fortune 
when in full career strike (suddenly) upon a hidden shoal 
(of calamity).^ 

Yet if only cautious Diffidence cast (concern for) the 
store of riches overboard (beforehand) from the derrick of 
Due Measure,* the whole fabric does not founder through 
being surcharged with a pernicious freight ; dpes not en- 

irop — a^du) the cables cast out together from the stern when the sea 
borne host sped for the walls of Troy. ' Cf. v. 40 and 437. 

^ irphs ivSiKOis (ppecrlv rehea'^'ipots Slvats KVK^pKvov Kfap. Class, Rev, 
1902, p. 437. 

" Corrupted, but the sense is clear : probably it should begin with 
liixa Ti , . , . 

'* ical irrfrjuos evdvjrapav 
avSphs iiraiffev <&(j>yu 
SvffTVxias vphs > (KpaVTov epfna, 
* Koi rh /lev irph xpVh^Tai' 
KTqfflav oKvos ^oKiw 
a<t>evi6vas oir' eiinerpov 
MS., which I believe to be correct, though the grammatical construc- 
tion of the words rh fihv vph xpiA«''''<ai' is uncertain. Sievos (nearly the 
same as 64A,<£j8eio) is the opposite of epdiros ' rash, confident security,' 
which leads men to disaster (Sttj). )r<pevS6v7i {Class, Rev, 1900, p. 5) 
was the technical term for the derrick used for dischai^ng cargo. /aeV 
marks the antithesis with v. 1004, th S' iit\ ryav inah/ ... as in 
Supp: 452. 
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gulf the hull ; a large and bounteous gift of Zeus above even 1000 
from the annual ploughing of the fields dispels the plague 
of famine. 

But human blood once fallen aforetime mortal on the 
earth, — who shall call it up again with incantations ? Even 
the one who had the proper science to raise up from the 
dead, — did Zeus not stop him again to prevent his purposes 
being thwarted ? ^ Were it not that fated portions ordered 1010 
by divine will are kept by each other in control and pre- 
vented from gaining advantage over one another, heart had 
outrun tongue and poured this out; but now frets only 
fuming in the dark, anguished and without hope ever of ^ 
evolving aught to timely purpose from a fevered brain. 

(Enter Clytemnestra.) 

Clyt. Get thee within doors also, thou Cassandra : since ' 
Zeus hath mercifully made thee a partaker in our holy 1020 
water, allowing thee to take thy place with all our other 
slaves before the altar of Possession, leave the wagon and 
be not over-proud : they say Alcmena's own son once sub- 
mitted to bondage in spite of the slave's fare.^ [Best no 
doubt to be exempted from that fortune;^] if, however, 
that condition should be forced upon one, there is great 
comfort in having masters with hereditary wealth; those 
who have reaped a rich harvest unexpectedly are ever harSh 
and inequitable to their slaves. You have from us the 1030 
customary treatment. 

Elder. She hath done ; it is to thee she has been speak- 
ing in plain terms. Being a prisoner within the toils of 

' ^ ouSe rhv opdoSa^ 

Zeis d^Trdirauffev i-n^ ^^AajSe/^ ; 
^ Sovhlas lidCvs ;8'? (Verrall). 
^ If a line to this effect has not been lost, it is at any rate implied. 
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Fate, you had better yield if you can find it in your heart,; 
perhaps you cannot. 

Clyt Well, unless she be, like a swallow, possessed of 
some strange foreign tongue, my words mi;st speak within 
her comprehension and persuade her to consent. 

Elder. Go with her j what she says is the best that may 
be as things are; consent and leave thy session in the 
wagon. 

Clyt. I have no leisure to be wasting time outside here ! 
The cattle are already standing before the central hearth ^ 1040 
for slaughter, as a thank-offering for this unlooked-for boon : 
so if you mean to take any part in the performance, make 
no tarrying ; or if you cannot understand, and do not take 
the m^saning of my words, then in lieu of speech you may 
e'en make a sign with your outlandish hand. 

Elder. The lady appears to stand in need of an inter- 
preter; her bearing is like that of a wild creature newly 
captured. 

Clyt. In sooth, she is mad, and governed by some mis- 
guided mood, when she hath come from a city newly 
captured,and yet cannot learn to bear the bridle until she 1050 
hath foamed off her fiery spirit in blood. However, I'll 
not waste more words upon her to be so disdained. \Exit. 

Elder. But I, because I pity her, will not be angry. 
Come, sad lady, leave this carriage empty ; yield to neces- 
sitjj and take this hard new yoke upon thee. 

Cass. O woe, woe, woe ! Apollo, O Apollo ! 

Elder. What means this 'woe, woe'l in Apollo's case? 
He is not of a nature to have mourners for him. 

Cass. O woe, woe, woe ! Apollo, O Apollo ! 1060 

Elder. There again, calling upon the bright god with 
dolorous cries, when his presence belongs by no means to a 
scene of lamentation. 

^ Tripos for MS. irvp6s. Class. Rev. 1903, p. 287. 
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Cass. Apollo, Apollo ! God of Ways, Apollo mine 
indeed ! For thou hast proved thy name upon me with a 
verity the second time ! 

JElder. She is going to prophesy, it seems, about her own 
misfortunes ; the divinity remains in the mind still though 
it be enslaved. 

Cass. Apollo, Apollo! * God of Ways, Apollo mine 1070 
indeed ! What way is this thou hast brought me on, what 
dwelling ! 

Elder. The Atreidae's: if you do not understand that, 
let me inform you ; and you will not find it false. 

Cass. Nay, it is abhorred of Heaven, privy to many 
horrible secrets of kindred murder and butchery, a man- 
shambles .... sprinkling.^ 

Elder. The lady seems to have a keen scent ; and she is 
hunting on a track where she will find killing. 

Cass. Yes, there is the evidence I put my trust in ! 1080 
[ Yonder behold infants wailing slaughter and roast. Flesh 
' eaten by a father ! 

Elder. We had heard of your faine in diyination,^ but we 
are not in search of any soothsayers. 

Cass. O God, what is this plot! This huge calamity 
/plotted in the house, past love's endurance and past remedy, 
while succouring strength stands far aloof. 1090 

Elder. I have no knowledge of these divinations j but 
I guessed the former, because the whole city rings with 
them. 

^ TToXXct ffvvlffTOpa 
airiipova Kcucii koI ipra/ia (or ipTa/ids). 
For Koi iriSoppavriipiov Dr Verrall would read itaiSioppavriipioy 
'a place for sprinkling (with the blood of) babes.' iraiSfoi' is not else- 
where used in Tr^edy, but the sense suits admirably if it can be got 
out of the word. 

^ rh lihy xKfos aov futvTUtif iteitvo'jucVoi 
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Cass. O wretch, wilt thou do that ? Thy wedded husband, 
after giving him his cleansing bath — how shall I declare the 
end ? 'Twill be done presently — hand after hand stretched 
out and straining hither. 

Elder, Still dark to me ; it was riddles before ; now it is 
obscure blind oracles that perplex me. 1100 

Cass, {shrieking. Oh, oh, wh&t is this that comes in 
view? Is it some hellish net? But she is a snare that 
shares the bed, that shares the guilt of murder. The in- 
satiate Pack that haunts the race may lift their shout of 
triumph over the abominable sacrifice ! ^ 

Elder. What Avenging Spirit is this you summon to 
lift up her voice upon this house! The words take 
the light from my countenance : back to my heart in mo 
saffron colour ^ run the drops, even such as in men 
fallen by a mortal wound are seen at the same moment 
with the setting rays of life,* when the fatal end comes 
quickly. 

Cass. Ah, ware, ware ! Keep clear of the Cow ! The 
Bull in raiment she has caught and with a black-horned 
engine smites ! * He falls in a vessel of water. — This is the I120 
story of a treacherous murdering caldron. 

Elder. I cannot b6ast to be a perfect judge of oracles, 
but this looks like something wrong. — But from oracles what 
good message ever issues? Terms of evil are the means 

' Xivaiitou, 'stonable,' 'deserving stoning' (that is, 'lynching'), as 
KwraXtiainos, hpiiniios, /laa-Ttydffinos. See w. 1409, 1413. 
^ Yellow or green being the hue of pallor in a Greek, 
' St6 Kai Sopl vToxrlnois ivvaviret (whose arrival synchronises, 
coincides) $lov Sivros avyais, the very pallor that is seen in wounded 
men when life is ending in a yellow sunset. 

rhv ravpov iy TreirKoitrtv 
He\iiyKepv \a0ov(ra fiiixavllliari 
riiTTft, 
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by which the wordy arts convey their lesson of prophetic 
fear.^ 

Cass, Ay me, the sorrow of my miserable doom — for 1 1130 
crown the cup of lamentation with my own fate that I must 
suffer 2 — ah, whither hast thou brought me here, for nothing 
but to share in death, what else ? 

Elder. Thou art frenzied, heaven-transported, waiting 
for thine own misfortunes in wild strain like some brown 
nightingale unsatisfied with crying, in unhappiness of soul 
with 'Jtyn,' ' Ityn,' plaining for a life ^ luxuriant in misery. 1140 

Cass. Oh fate of the melodious nightingale ! The gods 
surrounded her with a winged shape and sweet existence 
save for lamentation ; * but in store for me is cleaving with a • 
two-edged weapon ! 

Elder. Whence do these heaven-transported and un- 
meaning pangs come rushing on thee ? Wherefore shape 1150 
in song these tales of terror with a loud ill-omened crying, 
and withal in high-uplifted strain ? Whence are the limits 
that define the path of thy ill-uttering inspiration ? 

Cass. O wedding, wedding of Paris the destruction of his 

' From Soph. Track. 1 131, repaj toi SiA kokSv iBiaitiaai, this 
would appear to be an allusion to some proverbial phrase. 

2 — ri 7ckf) ^/tbi' 9poS irMos iireyxiSav, — as x*^'"?") KaTaxiiw- 
Adverbs of this form were usually explained by participles, and the 
MS. here has substituted iiKyxfatra. ' 

" Or, 'bewailing Ityn, Ityn, through a life flourishing with sorrow.' 
* irep^Pa\ov y4 ol 
irT€po(/}ipov Sefias 

deol yKvK^v t alava K\avftd>Tuy &Tcp. 
'A sweet life except for lamentation,' otherwise the conditions are 
all pleasant. I have never been able to see that KXavftdTa'y Si-ep can 
have any other meaning here than this which Schneidewin also had 
suggested: the nightingale in Greek poetry from the earliest to the 
latest was the type of unconsolable lamentation. &Tep, like iJi/eu, and 
many other words meaning ' without,' ' apart from,' is used elsewhere 
in the sense ' except.' j 
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kin ! Alas my native stream Scamander ! Once did I wax 
on nurture' from thee by thy shores ; but now I am , like 1160 
presently to chant my oracle beside Cocytus and the banks 
of Acheron. 

Elder. What is this saying thou hast uttered all too plain ? 
A child could understand. I am smitten as by a deadly ^ 
creature's bite at the sore agony of thy piteous plaining, 
shattering my heart to hear. 

" Cass. O labour, labour of my country utterly destroyed ! 
Alas my father's sacrifices for his walls,^ so prodigal in 
slaughter of the grazing herds — yet they availed not for any 
cure to save my country from her present plight, while 1 1170 
with fevered brain shall presently draw nigh unto the net 
spread out.^ 

Elder. This utterance follows in the same strain as the 
last ; there is some malignant Spirit that falling with a heavy 
swoop upon thee causes thee to voice in music sufferings with 
a burden of mourning and death ; and the end I cannot see. 

Cass. Now shall my oracle be no more looking from 
behind a veil dimly like a newly-wedded bride, but is like to j 
come upon me rushing like a bright clear wind^ blowing 

' Or ' before his walls.' 

^ ri n^ ovK ^x^'" f'^^"' i"^" ^ffvep ovv ^x"> 
iyi> §€ 6epfi6i/ovs,Tiix' ^fJi/ire\a 06\cp. 
The correction of the first line I think certain ; and in the second I 
believe that inite\a p6\tf (for enveSa $a\ci) is the truth ; it exactly 
describes what she does in v. 1290 sg^. For the metaphor, see the 
oracle in Hdt. i. 62, Opp. Sal. 3. 465, Cyn. 4. 141, Eur. Bacch. 838, 
Rhes. '}il, Herodas 7. 75. 

' The metaphor shifts by means of the word \aijnrp6s, which covers 
the meaning 'fresh' applied to wind. As irvsiv and irxcB^uo, spiritus, 
meant not only ivind but inspiration, the spirit of prophecy is spoken 
of in terms belonging to a rushing mighty wind, and the metaphor is 
here developed into a characteristic ^schylean figure : Class. Rev. 
1902, p. 437. 

^v fi^peL 5' ttTeirTucac euy&s ctSeA^ov ry 'TrarovvTi Sufffitve^s : the 
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towards the sunrise, so as to wash up against the eastern 
light a horror, like a billow, huger far. I will instruct you 118) 
now no more in riddles. Come keep pace with me and 
bear me witness while I scent out the traces of the acts 
done long ago. 

This House here is for ever haunted by a Quire, har- ' 
monious, but not melodious, for their language is not good 
to hear. 

Ay and well drunk, to be more bold and insolent, with 
human blood, it is a revelling troop that stays within the 
house, hard to expel, of kindred Furies. They besiege the 
chambers, chanting for their chant original deadly Sin ; and HM 
in turn they sicken with abhorrence at a brother's marriage- 
bed, with bitter enmity against the violator. — Have I missed 
my aim or brought my quarry down?' Come, with an 
oath attest that I do know the long and sinful history of 
this house ! 

Elder. Why, how should an oath's plight,^ though 
genuinely plighted, be medicinal? But I marvel at thee, 
though bred up over-seas, to speak as accurately of a foreign 
land as though thou hadst been present. ' 1200 

Cass. It was the Seer Apollo that put me in possession 
of this ofiSce.. 

Elder. Though divine, being smitten with desire ? \ 

Cass. Hitherto I was ashamed to tell of this. 

Elder. Ay, we are all more nice and delicate in prosperous 
times. 

words admit of various constructions. Svir/iEv»s may be either nomina- 
tive or accusative (belonging to iivis)} or we might take ttirEim)(roi» 
absolutely and understand the rest to mean Sutr/ievcis t$ %hvh,s aSe\0i)v 

TTOToSl'Tl. 

' ^ Sripa Ti, To^irris Tts &s ; Greek often adds to metaphors such 
phrases as So-tc To{((TriJ, vavrlXnav SIkt/v, which we should not express. 

" SpKPv ir)77y«a : Eur. /.A. 395 toAs KaK&i iroyei'Tai ipKovs (to! 
KaTrivayKcuriievovs, 
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Cass. O but he contended for me strenuously, with 
ardent favour in his heart towards me. 

Elder. Came you in due course to the act of child- 
getting? 

Cass. I consented with Loxias and then broke my 
promise. 

Elder. Being already captured by the gift of divination ? 

Cass. Already I foretold my people all the fortunes they 
should suffer. 

Elder. How comes it, then, you were uninjured by the 1210 
wrath of Loxias ? 

Cass. After that offence I found no credit for my words 
with any one. 

Elder. Well, thy divinations appear credible to us. 

Cass, {moaning). Oh, oh, horror .... Again comes 
over me the fearful labour of clear vision, working and 
troubling me with (agony at the) outset. ^ — See there yonder, 
seated against the house, young forms, like phantom-shapes 
of dream .... Children, slain as it were by their own 
kindred .... their hands filled with flesh, familiar meat 
.... ay, they show plain, holding their vitals with their 
other inward parts, a lamentable dish, whereof the father 1220 
tasted ! 

For this I tell you that revenge is plotted by a craven , 
Lion that tumbles in the bed, to keep it safe, no doubt, ^ for ' 
the returning master — my master, for the yoke of slavery 
must be endured. Captain of the fleet and ravager of Ilium, 
he knows not, after all the fair and lengthened speeches 
uttered blandly by the lewd hound's tongue, what work she 
means to bring, like treacherous Ate, to accurst accomplish- 
ment ! ^ 

' Tapiatrav (ppotnlots .... an adjective has been lost. 
'■' oTftai credo. 

^ The MS. is correct, except that we must read Aelaira KmeT(:'\.va.aa 

13 
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Such desperate wickedness ! The female is the slayer 123(1 
of the male. I What loathsome monster may I call her ? 
Amphisbaena ? or a Scylla, housed in the rocks for sailors' 
ruin ? — that mother raging with Hell's bacchanal frenzy,^ 
war relentless in her heart against her own. The criminal, 
and how she raised her jubilant cry of triumph as at the 
foe's rout, and in the safe home-coming feigns to rejoice ! 

Herein, whether you credit me or not, it is all one : what 
is to be will come ; and you shall soon be present and with 
pity call me all too true a prophet. 1240 

Elder. Thyestes' feast upon his children's flesh I under- 
stand and shudder; fear is upon to hear such absolute 
verity beyond all counterfeit : but at the rest I heard I run 
quite off the track. 

yjass. You shall behold the death of Agamemnon. 

Elder. Hush, unhappy lady, calm thy profane lips. 

Cass. Nay, it is no Healer whose influence is present in 
the thing I tell of. 

Elder. Not if it is to be ; but Heaven avert it ! 

Cass. While you stand praying, they are busy there to 
slay. 

Elder. By what man's hand is this crime to be brought 1250 
about ? 

Cass. O then you are indeed thrown wide from the track 
of what I prophesy ! * 

(Plat. Proi. 329A &(rir(p t4 X"^"^' irA.T|7evTB iiaKp6v iixf'' ««! 
carorelm) : ota is undeistood with Ki^aura as well as with TiiitTcuas 
though it were ota \4^a<rtt ota re^lcTai. 

^ eiovirav °A.iSov fiiiTepa, a mother acting like a *AiSou BviiSa or 
'AiSov piiexoy, as was rightly understood by Conington. So "AiSov 
SIktuov 1 103, Eur. Cycl. 393 t$ OiotrrvyeT "AiSou nayelptf, Aristias 
/f"- 3> /'■aCaypeTas ?AiSow Tpairt(eis, etc, hellish, hell's own, devilish, 
deadly. 

^ When you say ' by what man's hand.' — ^The right reading is 
vaptKiTTTis t she refers to the confession 4k Spi/tov ireiriiv TpE^cuinz'. 
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Elder. Because I cannot see the means whereby the doer 
should accomplish it. 

Cass. And yet I am instructed in the tongue of Hellas, 
only too well. 

Elder. Why, so are the Pythian oracles,^ but they are 
hard enough for all that. 

Cass. Oh the burning fire coming over me, O Apollo 
Lyceus,^ O ! \moaning\ Yonder two-footed Lioness, sleeping 
with a Wolf in the absence of the noble Lion, will take 
my miserable life : as though it were a poisonous draught 
she were compounding, (vows that) she will make my wages 1260 
an ingredient in the rancorous brew, — while sharpening her 
blade for man (vows) to take bloody vengeance for my 
bringing-here.^ 

Why then do I keep these trappings to be my own 
mockery — these robes and wands and fillets of divination 
round my neck? You at least, I will destroy before 
my hour. \Here perfiaps she breaks her golden wand ; 
at least she flings it from her with the fillets and per- 
haps her gold-embroidered robe and probably tramples on 
them.] 

Lie there ; go to perdition ; thus I'll requite you.* Find 
some other to enrich with doom instead of me. 

Why, it is Apollo himself stripping me of my prophetic"* 
raiment — yes, after surveying me even in these vestments, 

1244. iiroKoirqi"!' T&y IxvUv was used in the same way of hounds 
being thrown off the trail :,Beklc. Anecd. 418, 25 aTOKoirJjyai -rSiv ixvav 
t))i' xiyva \eyovaiv Srav fiJIKeri eipttrieif ret lfx>"?. 

^'EWtiv ^ir/o-TOTot ipiTivis understood. 

'■' Apollo in his character of Destroyer, as ' Wolf-slayer.' 

^ The construction of the sentence is uncertain. ^irelixeToi curTi-lirairSai 
would be 'prays to .... ,' iirdxeTat avTiTlaeadat 'vows that she 
will . , . .' 

* If the reading is t$S' kud^opiai or irea-dyra $' &S' &iiil>fiofi.ai : but 
many think it should be ^7tti S' Hii I'^o/tai, ' I shall follow.' 
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laughed to scorn, had in derision by friends and foes alike 1270 
without distinction. — I had to endure, like a wandering 
mountebank,^ being called beggar, poor wretch, starveling — 
so now the Seer, after making me a seer too, hath brought 
me to this deadly pass : instead of my father's altar ^ there 
is here in store for me a block reddened with the hot blood 
from my severed neck.^ 

Yet shall our dying not be unavenged of Heaven; for 
there shall come another to be champion of us, born to slay 
his mother and avenge his sire ; an esdle banished and 1280 
estranged, he shall return to put the crown upon the fatal 
doings of his House. There is a solemn oath sworn by the 
Gods that the father's outstretched body shall draw him 
hither. 

Why then do I wail thus and complain ? Once having 
seen my town of Ilium in her present plight, while's Ilium's 
captors, under the judgment of high Heaven, come off thus 
— I will go (and fare likewise) and endure my death.* \Shf 
goes up to the palace-gates^ Ye Gates of Death, I greet you ; 1290 
and I pray to get a mortal stroke, that my life-blood 
may flow easUy and I may close these eyes without a 
struggle. ,, ;/ 

Elder. Lady of many sorrows and much wise knowledge 
thy words have been lengthened: — but if thou art verily 
aware of thine own doom, how comes it that thou steppest 
with as calm a courage as an ox upon his heaven-destined 
path towards the altar ? 

^ Punctuating KaKovfifvri S4, <ponhs &s aytiprpta, .... 

^ The altar of Zeiis 'EpKeios at which Priam was slain. 

^ Reading 9ep/t$ Koirel<r7is 'poiymv itpoaipirfiiari, her second-sight 
prefiguring the block already red with blood : compare the vision of 
Theoclymenus in Hom, v. 348-357- Bep/ihv kott^vtos ipoiyiip 
TpoiKpiyiiari would mean 'smoking with the bloody sacrifice of 
Agamemnon. ' 

* Seneca Agam, 1004-1 1. irpi^u is doubtful. 
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Cass. There is no avoidance ;....* 

Elder. Nay, but the latest in time hath the pre-eminence. 

Cass. The day is come : I have httle to gain by flight. 1300 

Elder. Well, thou art indeed a patient sufferer with a 
brave heart. 

Cass. That is a commendation never heard by those of 
happy fortune. 

Elder. Well, there is a comfort in a noble death. 

Cass. O alas for thee, my father, and thy noble children ! , 

(/« entering the palace she suddenly recoils^ 

Elder. What is the matter ? what terror makes thee start 
away? 

Cass. Faugh, faugh! 

Elder. Why ' faugh, faugh ' ? Unless it be some inward 
horror. 

Cass. The house is filled with a scent of dripping blood ! 

Elder. Nay, nay: this is only the smell of sacrifices at 
the hearth. 

Cass. It is such a reek as issues from a tomb. 1310 

Elder. No Syrian odour, truly, that you give the house ! 

Cass. Well, I will go in, to wail there too for my own 
and Agamemnon's fate: — my days must be sufficient for 
me. 

O sirs, I am not misdoubting in mere idle terror like a 
bird that dreads a bush ! Confirm my words when I am 
dead, upon the day when for my dying dies another woman, 
and for a man ill-mated falls another man: — I crave this 
witness of you as at the point of death. 

Elder. Poor sufferer, for thy foreshown fate I pity thee ! 1320 

Cass. I wish to speak yet once again a speech — or rather 
my own dirge : — I pray unto the Sun, before his latest light, 

' od<c iar &Av|(i, o6, \ivoi, Xfivv irAeo) MS. 
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that to my champions, when they arise, , my enemies may 
pay the like for a slave's death, an easy victim.^ 

Elder. Alas for the state of Man ! When faring well, 
the pleasure of it is but as it were the pleasure of a shadow j 
should it fare unhappily, — the picture clean dashed out 
with a sweep of a wet sponge! And for this latter case I 
feel far greater pity.^ 

^ Tot ifiots Tifia6pois 
4x^P'>^^ 0oveiirii' Toils i/iobs rivity 8/»oC 
ioihTis BavoifTTis 
or TOis i/iols TinaApois 

ex^pohs ipSyevtriv rods efiods rlveiy Sfiov 
' that my enemies may pay for the slaying of a murdered slave,' though 
^6vevirts would be a strange word for tragedy to use. 
' I have no doubt that the true reading is 

ii Ppirfta Tpiyiiar' eirvxovrra liiv 
ffKid Tishii rep^eity' d Se Sva'TVXot, 
^o\ats {/ypdartray ffirdyyos &\ifftv 7pa0^i'. 
It is an ^schylean figure developed out of the phrase axiii rb, OrnTSiv 
(Nauck Trag. Frag. p. 783, Medea 1213, Ajax 125, Aves 683, etc.), 
' All is Vanity,' empty and unsubstantial, and not real or solid : 
'every man at his best state is altogether vanity,' Psalms 39, 5, 
Soph. O. T. 1 185. ^schylus makes his ' shadow ' that of a-Kiaypa(pla, 
as lamblichus Protrept. 8 : .... el $(apii<retev int oiycij rbv hiipa- 
irivov fiiov' fvp'^iTii yap tA SoKovyra cTj/at fieydKa toTs ay6po>irots irtti'Ta 
iyra aKiaypiupiav <ctI. Pleasure of this life (ri Tcpvy6v) is short-lived 
and faint like a deceptive imitation : Xen. Symp. 4. 22, 7\ fiey airov 
S^ts ev<t>paiyiiv Sivarai, f) Sh toB elSdhov rip^tv /liv oil irapex" '"'^^o' 
Se ifi-itoiet : cf. Ar. Poet. p. 1430'' I, Stob. Flor. 14. 24. This train of 
thought led Greeks to the conclusion /ii] ^Bkoi Hpiffrov, and the chorus 
in Soph. O.C. 121 1 sqq. is only a versification of an ancient and familiar 
commonplace. There we have rh, ripwoyra S' ovk tiy tSois iirov, and 
in Pind. P. 8. 88 iirdfiepoi' tI S4 tis, rt 8' 06 tis ; (TKias 6yap HvSpairos 
(an hyperbole like ftSa\oy (rxias, Kairyov aKiA) is led up to by the 
reflection ec S' o\lyip rh Tipwyhy aH^irat, oStw S^ koI ir/ryei X"/*"^' 
Pleasure is like the grass that withereth and the flower that fedeth ; 
Tors txthoi TT^x"""' ^"■^ XP^"'" li'i'^f'^"' ?3tIs rfpiri/teOa, Mimnermus says. 
(irvxaSyra ii4y applies to Agamemnon's fortunes, il Sk Svffrvxot to 
Cassandra's : xvpuirtpa S' iv otxra rk r^s KairiivSpas, says Philostratus 
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Chorus. With all mankind Prosperity is insatiable ; even 1330 
from finger-pointed ^ palaces no one warns her away and bars 
from entrance with the saying ' Thou shalt no more enter.' ^ 
Here is a man now to whom the blessed Gods have granted 
the defeat of Priam's townj and he returns home safe, 
honoured of heaven : but if he is now to pay the price for v 
others' bloodshedding before him and with his 'Own death to 
complete in recompense the tale of others that have died, 
who caii boast to have been born with an unharmful 13*0 
destiny,^ on hearing this ? 

Agamemnon, within the palace. Oh, I am hurt within 
here, wounded mortally ! 

Elder. Hush, who is that crying out 'a hurt' with a 
mortal wound ! 

Agam. Oh, and again ! a second blow ! 

Elder. To judge by the king's groans, the deed appears 
to have been done. Come, let us take safe counsel together 
as we may best contrive.^ 

(The twelve Elders fall into a debate^ 

ist Elder. I give you my opinion ; sound a summons to 
the citizens to bring rescue to the palace hither. 

Ima^. KcurdvSpa, and that is what yEschylus takes care to stress. But 
it is hardly for Cassandra to pronounce thai her own case is far more 
pitiable than Agamemnon's; and I think with Weil that this final 
comment is, as usual, by the chorus : vaticinatur Cassandra, non 
philosophatur. 

' That is, ' admired and gorgeous palaces,' show-places. 

iiriKpavft MS. , and the future is the natural tense here, but it is 
hardly credible that it could be scanned iwMparet, and a paroemiac at 
this point is iinusual. Perhaps iiriKpii/tnv ' should be complete . . . . ' 

^ rlstty <ii> «<J{oiTo Schneidewin. rls hr <o4(c> cB|oito would 
mean ' who would not pray to have been born with a low and harm- 
less star?' 

^ aWii Kotvuo'dnfd' ii was itif^aXTi Pov\eiiiaTa, 
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2nd Elder. And I say, break in at once and put the 
matter to the proof with the sword drawn.^ 1350 

yd Elder. I take much the same view, and I vote for 
acting somehow ; it is no moment for deliberation. 

^th Elder. 'Tis palpable j their opening gives sign of 
tyranny in the act. 

^th Elder. Because we are dallying K while they spurn the 
lauded name, Deliberation, in the dust and are awake and 
active. 

dth Elder. I cannot tell what counsel I should hit upon 
to give : it is to the doer that belongs the counsel about the 
doing. 

"jth Elder. I am of the same .opinion, for I know no way 
of raising up the dead again with words. 1360 

Zth Elder. Even to prolong our Uves, shall we bow 
down under the mastery of these dishonourers of the 
house ? 

<jth Elder. It is not to be borne; it were better die at 
once ; death is a milder lot than tyranny. 

\oth Elder. Shall we indeed divine the king as having 
perished merely updh the evidence oi groans f 

nth Elder. We should be well assured before we 
indulge anger: conjecture and sure knowledge are two 
different things. 

12 th, the leader, summing up. That is the course I am 
swayed by a majority on all sides to approve, — to assure 
ourselves with certainty about the king's condition. 1370 

{The scene of ens and discloses Clytemnestra" standing over 
the two bodies, Agamemnon in the baths and by his side 
Cassandra.) 

Clyt. After many speeches made with politic discretion 
heretofore, I shall not be ashamed now to declare the 

^ irhv vtop^^tfi ii'P^h ^•'> i'cotriraSei, Ko\eov ipvffr^f 
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contrary. How else, when carrying out a scheme of hate, 
against a hated enemy, supposed to be a dear friend ^ — how 
else fence the toils of harm to a height beyond overleaping ? 
This for me was only the deciding crisis of a long-standing 
feud, long contemplated, and though it has taken time, 
arrived at last ! I stand here with the fact accomplished, 
where I struck. And I so contrived — I'll not deny it — that f 
he should neither escape his doom nor defend himselfpSO 
against it ; I cast around him, like a net for fish, a blind en- 
wrapment without opening — deadly wealth of robe ! — and 
struck him twice ; and with two groans he let his limbs give 
way ; and then when he was fallen down, I added a third 
blow for a prayer-offering to the nether Zeus Safe-keeper ^ — of 
the dead. With that he lay quiet, gasping out his own life j 
and in blasting forth the eager jets of blood he drenched me 
with a crimson shower of gory dew, while I rejoiced as much 1390 
as com rejoices in the balm of heaven at the birthtime 
of the ear. 

The case then standing thus, my Argive elders, you may 
find gladness here as best you may ; but I exult ! Yea, had 
it been possible to pour libations of the fitting nature on the 
corpse, that had been justly done, yea, more than justly : ^ a 

1 ^^\ois SoKoBo-iv eTvai ' passing as beloved,' and therefore to be 
treated with dissimulation. 

^ TplrTjv iirevMScofiiy tow Kwr& x^^^^^ 
Aihs veicpSiv SwrSpos tvKTatav X'^P"'- 
The third libation was offered to Zeus Saix'^p : ^sch. /r, 55 rplroy 

^ (I S' fiv TrptirSvTav Siffr' iiriffirevSeiv iXKpVt 
rdS' hv StKaiws ^v, {nrepSlKtos fiev ovv. 
■trpeirivrav, as v. Heusde saw, depends on i'nairevSiiv ! it is the 
partitive genitive common, from the nature of the case, with atrhSa 
{Journal of Philology, 1895, p. 312). The whole point lies in 
wpeirdvTuy, for of course, to pom libations on a corpse was to give 
him the due rite of burial ; but Clytemnestra means that the proper 
.libations for Agamemnon would be taken from the apiua kokA (that 
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bowl so full of harm and ruin did he plenish in his house, 
and now comes home to drain the dregs of it himself. 

Elder. We are amazed at the audacity of thy tongue, to 
vaunt over a man thy husband in such terms. 

Clyt. You make assay of me as though I were a thought- 1400 
less woman : I with undaunted courage tell you what you 
know, — and whether you choose to praise me or condemn 
me is indifferent: — this is Agamemnon, my husband, a 
corpse, the work of this right hand, whose workmanship 
was just. So stands the case. 

CJiorus, Woman, what poisonous root of the earth hast 
thou tasted,' or what liquor sprung from the flowing sea, to 
put upon thy head this sacrifice and clamour of the people's 
curse ? 1 As thou hast flung oif and shorn off, so shalt thy- UIO 
self be cut off from the land, the sore abomination of the 
people ! 

Clyt. Your sentence now is banishment for me and public 
execration and suffering of the general curse, though you 
never then brought any objection against him, who no more 
caring than if it had been the death of a beast, with flocks 
abounding in a fleecy multitude, slaughtered his own child, 
the dearest of my womb, to charm the winds from Thrace ! 
Was it not right to banish him for that polluting sin ? Yet 
now you are advised of my act, you are a harsh judge. But 1420 
I warn you : if you mean to menace in this fashion, und^ 
stand that I am prepared, conditions equal, if you vanquish 
me by force, that you should be my master : but if God will 

is, PKafiepd) that he has himself inflicted on his own house. Such 
metaphors from libations are common in later Greek and Latin ; e.^. 
in Achilles Tatius 3. 16 a lover ,about to cut his throat upon his 
mistress' grave says AaPh oSy, Aevxlinni, Tcks irpeiroiiras aoi x"^^ "'"p' 
ifiov, 

' T^S' iw^Bov Bios iiii>.o9p6ovs t' %fiis I take to mean T6ie Xei^i/ioy 
eC/ta (w. 1107), Other views are that' fli^oi here means 'frenzy,' either 
' this maddened rage of thine ' or ' this fiiry of (Ijp clamouring people.' 
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the contrary, then you shall have schooling, though it be 
late, in wisdom ! 

Chorus. Monstrous are thy devices and arrogant thy loud 
vaunting ! Even as thy heart is maddening with an act of 
dripping blood, 'twere well that a drip of blood should show 
upon thine eyei^ stripped of all honour and bereft of 1430 
friends, thou must yet pay with a blow for a blow ! 

Clyt. Hear then the righteous terms of my oath too : — 
By Justice fully taken for my child, and Ate, and Erinys,^ 
unto whom I slew this man for sacrifice, my confident spirit 
sets not foot within the house of Fear ! so long as fire upon 
my hearth is lighted by Aegisthus, a kind friend to me as 
heretofore. 

Low lies , the injurer of me, his wife, the comforter of 
Chryseus' daughters before Troy, and with him she, the 1440 
bond-servant and auguress, the divining — concubine, the ' 
trusty — bed-fellow, practised — equally in the matter of ship's 
benches. — But the pair have fared after their deserts : this is 
Ms condition; while she, after carolling swan-like her last 
dying lamentation, she, the lover of him, lies there ; she, the 
trivial by-morsel to my lawful bed, hath only afforded me the 
luxury of triumph ! ^ 

Chorus. O that some fate would quickly come to bring 
me without agony or lingering sick-bed the eternal and 1450 
unending sleep for company,^ now that my most kind 
protector is laid low, that underwent such trials in a 

Klvas iir' ofiiidrav alfiaros eS irpimv, the eye shows the heart 
(l Samuel 16. 7, Class. Rev. 1903, p. 244), therefore bloody heart 
should have a bloody eye to match. The blood will come from public 
stoning. 

■^ ^ SE TOl .... 

KevTtu, <t>i.\fyraf tovV, 4/i,ol S' iniiyayev, 
tivTJs irapoffidyriutt rris i/ifis, x^'S^''- 
See C/ass. Reu. J903, p. 245, and 1900, p. 117. 
^ Reading <j>(pova^ i/iiKeTv. 
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woman's cause and by a woman's hand hath lost his 
life. I 

Ay me, ay me, misguided Helen, thy sole self to waste 
those many, all those many lives before the walls of Troy I ^ 

But now in blood unpurgeable thou hast crowned thy U60 
slaughter with a victim perfect and memorable, if e'er there 
was one, a Dissension firmly planted in a house, for man's 
affliction ! 

Clyt Nay, be not so borne down by this as to pray for 
death to be your fate; nor yet divert your wrath upon 
Helen, to say that she was man-destroyer, she alone, 
destroyed the lives of many Greeks and w'ought a hurt 
unhealable.2 

Chorus. O Spirit of Destiny, that fallest heavily upon this ^ 
House and on the double line of Tantalus ! That wieldest 1470 
also in woman an equal-tempered instrument* that stabs me 
to the heart! — Perched like a foul carrion-bird upon the 
body he is glorying to chant his chant . . . .* 

Clyt. Now you have amended the sentence of your lips, 
in crying upon the thrice-gorged Spirit of this race : he is 
the cause that in the inward maw is fostered a blood-lapping 1480 
lust with appetite renewed ^ before ever the pain of the last 
wound have ceased. 

ipts iplS/iaTos, avSphs ol^is. 
^ i^iffrarov lihyos vultius incompositum ; referring to their description 
of Helen as iv Si/iois Ipis iplS/iaros, 

' Kpiros t' icri'^vxoi' ^k fwaiKuv .... Kparinis : Helen and 
Clytemnestra are both instruments to execute the purpose of the 
haunting Spirit. 

* ^ttI Se tr^fiaros d^Kau 
xSpaKOs i-^Opov ffraBiis .... 
Sfivov ifiveiv eiretSxcTat .... 
How the last two lines should end is doubtful. 

" epus at/iaToKotxis . . . . , irply KaToA.5)Joi rh iraAaibv &XOS, V(os 
'Xxap 'fresh in appetite' (j^v iviSviilav). Ixap is to Ixaviv as ^Sx"? 
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Chorus. Great, verily, is the destined Fortune that your 
story gives the House — alas, alas, a ^tory of ruinous fate 
insatiable. Ay me, ay me, by will of Zeus, the author and 
executor of all, for what is brought to completion without 
Zeus ? Is there aught here that was not willed in Heaven ? 

O my king, my king, how shall I find tears enough for 1490 
thee? How can I find words to express the love within my 
heart ? To lie entangled in that spider-web, expiring by a 
wicked death ! ay me, to lie in such ignoble wise, struck down 
with a two-edged weapon wielded in the hand of treachery. 

Clyt. Avouch you this deed to be mine ? Never conceive 
me even as the spouse of Agamemnon ! Guised in the I 
semblance of this dead man's wife, it is the ancient wrathful ilSOO 
Spirit of revenge for Atreus, the grim entertainer, that hathj 
made this man the price, crowning the sacrifice of young' , 
, tender victims with a victim full-grown and complete ! 
■ Chorus. That thou art guiltless of this blood, who is there 
to support that plea ? Go to : — though an avenging ghost of 
ancestry might be accessory : — Red slaughter in successive 
tides of kindred bloodshed forces his way onward to the 1610 
goal — the point in his Advance where he shall afford full 
satisfaction to the congealed stain of child-flesh killed for 
meat.i 

to ^T\\av^<ii, \w^ap to Aw0(£ar, fiu^ap to fia/itiofiatf \vfiap to Kvfialvvfjtai, 
The intestine murders in the House that follow in such swift succession 
are conceived as wounds made by a devouring monster, whose thirst 
for blood revives again before the last wound has had time to heal. 

veos ix<^P of the MS. would mean 'new serum,' a strange description 
of a thirst for blood! {Ix^p never even means 'blood,' much less 
'bloodshed'). 

^ ^itiCeTai B' d[jtoa"tr6pots 

iirippoaiffiv at/xdrav 

fieKas^'Apris hirot SiKav (or SiKas) irpofiaivtoy 

vix"^ Kovpo^6pa irape^ei. 
Tbe bloo4 of the slain children of Thyestes lies congealed upon the 
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O my king, my king, how shall I find tears enough for 
thee ? how can I find Tvords to express the love within my 
heart ? To lie entangled in that spider-web, expiring by a 
wicked death ! ay me, to lie in such ignoble wise, struck 
down with a two-edged weapon wielded in the hand of 1521 
treachery ! 

Clyt Why, was it not, then, a treacherous blow that he 
inflicted on his House ? ^ However, for his action done to 
my sweet branch raised up from him, lamented Iphigeneia, 
he is suffering now the due reward,^ and having paid for 
what he first began ^ with death by the sword's edge, he need 1530 
not brag in Hades ! 

Chorus. I find in thought no ready^ weapon to my hand 
and know not where to turn * while the House is falling : I 

earth, demanding vengeance, riVor <j>ivos uremryiv ou SiafipiSav {CAe. 
65) : it is not to be washed away until sufficient blood of kindred 
has been shed by murder to atone for it : ^6i'tf <t>6vov \iiiv is the 
principle. 'Apns irc^x*"? KovpoP6pu (^irov) Slxas irapexav, feud- 
murder serving as the price for bloodshed, is just like opjj iroKfi'liTuv 
iicrlvovva in ». 385, havoc and destruction paying the penalty for 
sin. 

' She takes up their words SoKi<f fiipif with the retort ouSJ yap otms 
So\iaj> tntiv oiKoiiriv ^Btik' ; an ellipse such as is implied here by yip 
was often explained by scholiasts, see e.^, scholia on Nubes 1366, 
P. V. 1015, Pers. 237, Orest. 794, Androm. 687 : aijd the explanation 
was liable to be incorporated in the text, as ovkcti in Rhesus 17. So 
here the lines which precede o4S^ yip were a scholiast's explanation, 
otr* Si.ve\ei0epoy oT/xai Bdvarov T^Se yepeffBai. 

^ iw' i/iiv ix ToSS' ^pvos i,ep64v, 
wo\vK\aiTTiv 'I^tyei'eiBi', 
i^ia Spiiras &^ia iriffxii' 
as &|i' ii^lay, dtgna dignis, a common use. 

' Or ipliv ' what he wrought.' 

* The construction is eiiri\aiiOV tppovrlSos /ucfu/tfaK. <rTepi)8efe, 
it/iilXai''' Xtt^ Tpdwa/iai. So Soph, O.T, 170 ovS' ^vi (jipovTlSos fyx"! 
^ Tis cfcX^Jeroi, 0pp. ffal. 3, 571, oftSe 01 iir\ov M ippcfflv oToy &piipcv 
in yfviav. 
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fear the crashing torrent of blood will wreck the house ; it is 
no longer early drizzle.^ 

Yet there are other whet-stones whereon destined hurt is 
being whetted for the hand of Justice to another end.^ 

O Earth, O Earth, would that thou hadst received me 
before, ever I had seen my lord laid on a silver-sided layer's 1540 
pallet ! Who shall bury him ? Who shall sing the dirge ? 
Wilt thou have the bold front to do that act, — after slaying 
thine own wedded man, then to perform the lamentation for 
him, and complete thy work with empty comfort for his soul 
to make amends for thy enormous deed ? 

And how shall funeral praises darting over the hero's 
grave perform their heavy office, with sincerity of heart ? 

Clyt. That business is no concern belonging to the^ ; by 1550 
our hand down he fell, and down lay dead; and down 
beneath will we entomb him, — not with wailing from his 
house ; Iphigeneia, his daughter, as her duty is, shall meet 
her father at the rapid Ford of Sorrows and shall fling her 
arms about his neck and kiss him ! 

Chorus. Charge met with counter-charge ; 'tis hard to 1560 
judge ; the spoiler spoiled, the slayer paying price ! While 
Zeus abides upon his throne, abides the law that the doer 
shall suffer; it is ordinance. Who can expel from the 
House the seed of curse ? The race is glued to ruin. 

Clyt. On that pronouncement you have entered with full 
truth. — For my part, I am willing to swear a compact with 
the Spirit of the House of Pleisthenes, accepting with 

^ The phrase is based upon the word hata^is or haraxfi 'in tor- 
rents ' : i^iKattti might have been used in the same sense. 
^ Reading 

A^K^ S' ^ir' iXKo irpayna B^yerai B\dPT)s 
irphs &Wats 67iyiivcu(n fiotpaj 
and takii^ P\dBris no7pa together : I do not know that this is right, 
but compare CAo. 643. The ffjiyivat are the incentives urging Orestes 
to revenge. 
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resignation what is done, hard though it be ; but asking that 1570 
from henceforth he should leave this house and persecute 
some other race with deaths by hands of kindred : of the 
wealth a small portion will be fully sufficient for me,"^ if once 
I rid the palace of the frenzied vice of mutual slaughta:. 



(Enter Aegisthus, attended by a body-guard.) 

Aegisthus. O welcome radiance of . the day of justice 1 
Now will I say the gods above do look upon the sins of 
earth and do avenge mankind,^ now that I see this man here 
lying, to my joy, in raiment of the Furies' weaving, expiating isso 
the devices of his father's hands. 

Atreus, ruling here in Argos, this man's father, dealt thus 
with Thyestes, — my father, to explain it clearly, and his 
own brother: — being questioned in his right, he banished 
Thyestes from the house and from the country. Poor 
Thyestes then returning as a suppliant at the hearth found 
safety for his lot so far as not to shed his life-blood on his 
father's land : but this was the entertainment which this 1590 
man's ungodly father Atreus gave his guest, my father : — 
with a welcome hearty but scarce kind^ pretending with 
good cheer to celebrate a day of festival and flesh-killing, he 
served up to him a banquet of his children's flesh. The foot- 
parts and the extreme fringes of the hands (he kept apart 
concealed ; the rest) broken small and indistinguishable (he 
gave him to eat) seated in a high place (?) at a separate 

' I take the original reading to have been TroyciropKei ^/ioiy' .... 
Class. Rev. 1900, p. 119. 

^ 477) : ' This shows you are above, you justicers, that these our 
nether crimes so speedily can venge.' King Lear, iv. 2. 

' He plays bitterly on two words commonly applied to welcome, 
irpoSinas Sexe(r9ai, eager, zealous, hearty, and <f)i\oipoivus or (pi\as, 
kind. Effusive rather than sincere this welcome was. 
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table :^ and Thyestes straightway took of it in ignorance 
and made a meal most ruinous,^ as you see now, to his 
family. Then, upon recognising the unholy deed, he 
groaned and fell back vomiting up the butchery, and 
invoked a fearful doom upon the house of Pelops, giving a 1600 
kick to the laden board together with his imprecation,^ So 
perish all the race of Pleisthenes I 

That is what has led to this man lying here before your 
eyes ; and I am marked by Justice to be the contriver of 
this execution. I who was the third . . . .* was driven 
into banishment with my unhappy father, being yet a 

' This passage is mutilated and corrapt, but there can be little doubt 
what happened (cf. Class. Rev. 1897, p. 96), because the story is told 
elsewhere not only of Thyestes but of Tereus and of Clymenus and in 
Hdt. i. 1 19 of Harpag^^and when the details are described they are 
the same. The toes ana fingers (and the head), which would have 
been recognised as human, were concealed apart (Seneca Thyestes 764, 
Hdt., Achilles Tatius v. 3 and 5) and afterwards displayed in proof 
(Zenob. 2. 34, Seneca 1038, Hygin. 88, Hdt., Ach. Tat., Ov. Met. 
6. 658) ; the rest, including the ivrtpa and <r'ir\dyx''a {Agam, 1220), 
was broken small (Seneca Thyestes 1059) and served as meat. The 
separate table made it easy for the fated guest alone to have the special 
mess (Hdt., cf. Ov. Met. 6. 648-50). The general shape of the 
sentence therefore would appear to have been somethii^ like this : 
Tck fikv ToS^pi) Ka! x^P"" liitpovs KTeVos 
^Kprnrr' &veu6tv, T&Wa S' . . . , 
^p9pvxT' HvaiBiv livSpaKas K. 
Cf. Ov. Met. 6. 656, ipse sedens solio Tereus sublimis avito. The 
kicking of the table over is also told of Tereus by Ovid 661. 

^ Spendthrift, prodigal ; usually meaning one who wastes his sub- 
stance in riotous living, and applied with bitter irony to the banquet of 
Thyestes. 

' Or 'in support of the symbolic act. In that sense it has been 
suggested to read iivviMov as in Find. 0. 9. 98. 

* rpiTov ykp Svra /»' iitl S4k' of the MS. is ridiculous. M Sff ' in 
addition to two others ' would make sense and may be right ; but I 
suspect the original was Tpirriv yhp Syra n' 4\irtS' ' I who was my 
father's third last hope.' 

H 
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babe in swaddling-clothes ; and now that I am grown to 
manhood Justice has restored me. And I got at him 
though I was outside, by designing all the combinations of 
the deadly plot. Thus even death may come well to meieio 
now, when once I have seen this man within the toils of 
Justice. 

' Elder. Insulting in distress, Aegisthus, is a thing that I 
have no respect for. Thou avowest, then, that thou hast 
taken this man's life deliberately, the sole deviser of this 
rueful deed of blood? I tell thee, in the day of justice 
thine own head shall not escape, be very sure, the clamorous 
pelting of the people's execration ! 

Aeg. Thou talk so, seated at the lower oar, when the 
mastery of the ship is with those on the upper thwart? 
Your old age will discover how at such a time of life it is a 
grievous thing to be sent to school with wisdom as the task 1620 
prescribed.^ But prison and the pangs of hunger are the 
most excellent mediciners of mind for the instruction even 
of senility. Hast thou eyes and seest not ? Kick not thus 
against the goad, for fear thou strike on it and suffer. 

Elder. Vile woman, thou deal thus with soldiers newly 
come from the war — house-keeping — violating a man's bed 
the while —devise this death against a man and captain of 
an army? 

Aeg. These words too will prove the ancestors of tears. 
The tongue you bear is just the contrary of Orpheus' tongue ; 
for he haled all things after him by rapture of his voice j 1630 
while you with silly yelps causing exasperation will be haled 
off yourself and made tamer by compulsion,^ 

' V. 1425. 

° KfaTi]9t\s S' fiiifpdTepos <t>avf : Orpheus tamed (rindpov) the pavage 
breast with persuasive charm (ireifloT) : you shall find your own savagery 
tamed by compulsion {pl<f) : "Eparos Seff/idy, $ -ireurSds iy&, aSim 
/cpoTTjfled, Nauck Trag. frag., p. 728. 
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Elder. As though, forsooth, I should ever see you despot 
over Argos ! when after plotting this man'3 murder you had 
not the courage to do the deed with your own hand ! 

Aeg. Because the beguiling clearly was the woman'*s part : 
I, as an hereditary foe, was suspect. However, by means of 
this man's treasure, I will endeavour to be ruler of this 
people, and the disobedient subject I will yoke under a 1640 
heavy yoke — no corn-fed colt, I wg,rrant you, in traces ! 
hunger lodged with loathsome darkness shall see him 
quieted. 

Elder. Ah, why then did your coward's heart not let you 
slay this man yourself, but made you take a woman — the ' 
pollution of her country and her country's gods ^ — to do the 
kiUing ? O doth Orestes yet behold the light, that he may 
come back hither with the grace of fortune and be the 
overpowering executioner of this pair ! 

Aeg. Oh well then, if you mean to take that line in 
word and action, you shall soon see — What ho ! my trusty 1650 
men-at-arms,^ your work lies presently before you ! 

Elder. What ho ! let every man make ready with his sword 
advanced ! 

Aeg. Well I stand ready too with sword advanced, and 
do not shrink from death. 

Elder. Thy death I We greet the omen of the word ; we 
are content with such an issue ! 

Clyt. {interposing). Nay, nay, my dearest, let us do no 
more mischief; we have enough distress already without 
spilling any of our blood.^ 

^ Cho. 1026. 

" Aegisthus is attended by Xoxitoi or Sopv^6pot (Cho. 764-5, Eur. El. 
615), the characteristic retinue of a Tipavros. 

' irriiioyTJs S" &\is y' iiripxc /iilSiy yftaraiicyois. The MSS. give 
/iilSh ^fiani/ieSa, for which most editors read jui/Siv ainariiiieBtt, ' let us 
not spill any of our blood.' 
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Most reverend Elders, repair hence to your homes, 
yielding betimes to the decree of destiny before you suffer ; 
it was fated we should act herein as we have acted."- 

However, should there prove to be enough of this afflic- 
tion, we are willing to accept it, having been smitten with 1 
such grievous fortune by the heavy talon of our Spirit of 
destiny.^ 

Aeg. But these men to let their tongues run rank and 
wanton at me in this fashion, and fling out such language 
at the hazard of their fate,^ and be so lacking in wise judg- 
ment in refusing to accept their master ! * 

^ o'Tefx^*''', alSoiot y^povnSj vphs S6fiovs, TreirpwfievoLS 
irply iroSery el^avTfs &p<} (or Sipav)' XPV" TiiS' &s i-Trpd^afiev. 
This I believe to be the true reading : ToiJo-Se was a marginal note, as 
on Eur. Ififp. II41 irphs SiJjuous dpud/ifvov there is a note TofJirSe : and 
Kaip6v was a gloss on Hipav. It is Clytemnestra's plea that she is the 
executor of Doom, 1434, 1471 sqq., 1498 sqq., Cho. 909. Trpbi Stf/iouS 
■jTiTptD/ihovs, 'to your predestined houses,' is absurd. 

^ V. 1568-9. The metaphor has nothing to do with the spur 
{irKiJKrpov) of a fighting-cock : the phrase fiaphs Baifiav {fiapvSaifiovtaj 
or $ttpe!a rixv was developed into the conception of a bird of prey 
that souses down, or swoops down, heavily: e.g. Agam. 1174, 1469, 
Pers. 518, Antig. 1272, 1346, O, T. 263, 1300, 1311. The same 
figure is made out of iSopis k6tos Ziivis in Supp. 654. 

^ Saf^uovos jrejpoirfloi here and in Cho. 51 1 means more than 'trying 
one's luck ' ; it means ' putting one's predestined fortune to the touch.' 
4(iirTopij<rai fiotpav Tiixis ip TAei. 493 is the same thing. 

^ (r(itppovos yvtifjtTis 6^ afiapTiiy rhy KpaTovyr' apvovfieyovs doniinum 
recusantes (Ov. Met. 8. 848). iyip.-i\s ofiapreu'is 'to be ill-advised,' 
'mistaken' (Hdt. I. 207, 7. xpi""""?* 9- 79j t^s o.piari\s 3. 81); 
TerfJeTat <ppivuy in 185 is the opposite, 'shall be well-advised.' 'To 
be well-advised or ill-advised in doii^ so and so ' is expressed by a 
participle, as 183 K\d(a>v Teuleroi ^pty&v, 793 oliS' e? TrpairlSay otaxa 
yfliav .... KOfiliay, Bacch. 322 rifiav re BdKxov irai^poveis, Hdt. 
7. 15 oiiH i(pp6yioy eiiras, I. Il6 ovk li PovXeieffSal fiiv ?0t| iitiSv- 
li4ovra. ... To be metrical here, the participle must be deponent, 
and I know no other which will give the sense required except apyav 
liivovs : to deny their master is exactly what they have been doing. 
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Elder. It would not be like Argives to fawn upon a 
villain. 

Aeg. Ah well, I'll have my vengeance of you yet in days 1670 
hereafter ! 

Elder. Not if Destiny direct Orestes' coming here again. 

Aeg. O I know that exiles make their feed of Hope. 

Elder. Enjoy your fortune and wax fat, polluting righteous- 
ness ! You may at present.^ 

Aeg. You shall pay for this insolent folly in due time,^ 
I warrant you ! 

Elder. O you may bravely strut and crow now like a cock 
beside his hen ! 

Clyt. Pay no regard to these idle yelpings; I and thou 
will be the masters of this house and make all good disposal. 

1633, etc., and that was proverbially impolitic: Walz Rhet. i. 281, 
Soph. El. 394-7, 1013. '465. 34° ; Eur. fr. 337, 93, 604 ; Hec. 402. 
This leads to their retort, which is the same as in Soph. El. 397, 
P. V. 969. 

1 Cho. 56, Soph. El. 794. 

2 Xfivf, Wecklein. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 

Orestes. 

Fylades, his friend, son of Strophius. 

Electea. 

Chorus of Bondwomen, in covert sympathy with Electra's cause. 

Nurse of Orestes. 

Clytemnestra. 

.(EGISTHUS. 

Servant. 
Doorkeeper. 

Scene. — ^At the opening, the mounded tomb of Agamemnon, on which 
stands a funeral column representing Hermes : afterwards (o. 649), 
before the palace-gates. 
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Orestes. Hermes of the earth, watching over rights of 
patrimony, be thou my preserver and fight with me in the 
battle, I beseech thee ; for I have reached this- land again, 
returned from banishment. And on this mounded sepulchre 
I cry unto my father to give ear and hearken . . . .^ 
a tress of hair to Inachus for nurture,* and this second 
one for mo-urning ; for I was not present,^ father, to lament 
thy death, neither at the outcarrying of thy corpse did I 
stretch forth my hand. 

What is this that I behold ? What can be this company 10 
of women that walks hither, showing plain in grievous 
mourning? To what event can I refer it? Is it some 
new sorrow happening to the house ? Or is it libations to 
my father I may suppose these women to be bringing, to 
appease the nether powers?* — Nought else; for there, I 

* The opening is incomplete and pieced together out of fragments 
quoted in various places. It 'would be natural for him to say here 
something to the same effect as SopH. El. 69 : 

ffv t' & varp^ov Swfia ' crol y^p ^pxofi.a^' 
SIkji HaBapT^s irphs 9eay o>pfi7jfiej/os. 
Showily that he has now reached the age of an l(pri0os. 
V. 1012. 

vifripais luiT^y/iuTa : for the form of the phrase compare Pers, 
613, Alcest. 623, Orest. 123, 1314, I..T. 163, Soph. El. 327. 
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think, walks Electra, my sister, marked by the bitterness of 
her grief. O Zeus, grant me to avenge my father's death, 
and graciously fight with me in the battle ! — Pylades, let us 20 
withdraw, that I may learn for sure what this petitioning 
of women means. 

Chorus. Sent upon an errand I have come abroad, upon 
a mission of libations, with the sound of, sharp strokes 
of the hand. Marks of crimson gashes show upon my 
cheek, from furrows of the nail ploughed fresh — my heart 
continua,lly hath made her meat of sighing ; and there was 
a rending noise of woven linen torn in anguish, the breast- 
folds of my raiment, when I beat my breast for dismal 
happenings. 30 

For loud and piercing and with lifted hair there came a 
Fear, dream-prophet within doors, that breathing a spirit of 
wrath awakening from sleep cried out from the inner cell 
with a loud outcry at the dead of night, falling with heavy 
weight upon the women's chambers. And the readers of 
this dream cried out under a pledge from heaven that it 
was those beneath the earth complaining wrathfuUy and 40 
bitterly enraged against the slayer.^ 

These are the evils for averting which this empty solace 
is designed,^ O Mother Earth 1 by her that sends me, god- 
less woman !— I am afraid to let this word fall ; for what 
redemption is there for blood once shed upon the ground ? 

Sijiuiv ovtipSfiayTts. 
' For the dreams perturbing them did foreshew this, that they might 
not perish without knowing why they were afflicted.' — Wisdom of 
Solomon, xviii. ig. The warning dream-terror is likened by sustained 
allusive language to the cry from the prophetic cell, and thus misled a 
copyist into writing ^oTpas for ^<J;8os : but <pi0os is attested by the 
schol. on V. 35, and by v, 928, which refers to this, ^ xipra /iivrts av{ 
hviipiTav <p6^QS, 
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Alas, distressful Home! Alas, the ruin of the House! 
A veil of darkness, sunless and abhorred, enshrouds it by 60 
reason of the master's death. 

The old reverence for majesty unconquerable, irresistible 
in war or battle, passing through the people's ears and 
through their heart, now holds aloof, and people are afraid. 
But Success — among men that is God and more than 
God ! 1 

But the scale of Justice visits and regards, some men with 
swiftness in the light of day ; or else in twilight remains 60 
long-abiding . . . .; while others are engulfed in utter 
night.^ 

' rh S' (VTvxfw, tSS' iy Pporotai Beds t6 koI Beov irAeW. That is, 
' They may hold their reign of terror while their luck endures ! Luck 
is a condition of our human life, and while it lasts, more powerful than 
God.' Agatn, 1669 irpaffiri, irialyov, juaivuv tV SiKifV eirel iripa, 
Soph. El. 794 S0piCe, vvv yllp drvxoSffa Tvyxdyeis. — This belongs to 
an unrecognised class of parenthetic phrases which are often misunder- 
stood ; they are reminders of the conditions and limitations of human 
life as compared with the divine. Other examples in iEschylus are 
Agam. 558 and Thei. 612. 

^ poir^ S' iiriffKOTret AIkus 

raxfia roiis /i^v iv ^dii, 

rit S' iv fieTaixi''i'p aii6rov 

lievfi xpoylCo . . . . , 

robs S' ixpaTos ex«t vi^. 
Justice, that is, punishes the guilty soon or late, either during life, or 
in Purgatory, or in Hell. All this is explained in the Classical Review, 
1902, p. 348, z.'aA.'Oa& Journal of Philology, 1895, p. 313, where I have 
quoted from Plut. de sera Numinis vindicta, p. 564 E, the passage 
which most closely illustrates it. The MS. makes nonsense by giving 
ixpaytas for SicpaToi. In the fourth line the reading is uncertain. I 
think, however, that fAvti is a verb, considering xpo'^C"' /"''"> Agam. 
838, and liinvovTt Sh ical irdBos avBit, Cho. 1007. That phrase would 
seem to favour reading jBpiei or fipitty here, with the same notion, that 
if Justice lingers it is only ripening to the full, and the longer deferred 
the severer it will be. Abresch took t4 for the relative, ' the suffering 
that abides in twilight ' ; a more natural form of sentence would be 
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Because of shed blood swallowed by the fostering earth, 
avenging gore lies curded and congealed indissolubly : 
Doom long-persisting keeps the guilty man aUve, that 
he may be steeped and saturated with disease in full 
suflBcience.-' ;, 

A man that violateth bridal bowers can find no remedy; 
and though all means converging should direct their streams 70 
upon the blood-polluted hand, they urge their course in 
vain.* 

For me — because the Gods brought engines of compul- 
sion to surround my city — for they led me from paternal 

made by fipitiv (Pauw), ' in other cases punishment abides its time to 
come to ripeness ' ; or, reading xf><»'^^°''Ciii ' in other cases Justice 
waits her time to ripen.' But Ppiei maybe merely a scholiast's com- 
ment taken from z>. 68, and if so, rh Se . . . . /livti xpo'^C"^" 
(Dindorf) &xv will be, 'other sufierings in twilight await those that 
linger.' 

^ 5i' oifiaT* ^KiroOei'G' virh x^ovhs rpotftov 

rlras <^6vos viiniytv oh Siapp^tSav' 

alttv^s &ra Sitt<t>cpfi 

v6irov vavapKovs rhv airiov jSp^ciy. 
Sm<t>ip(i rbr ainoy itavapKfras v6aov ' Ppiiir would not, I think, be 
rhythmical for the conclusion of a period here ; and &pKer6s is a word 
belonging to late prose, used by scholiasts ; Sxis, for example, in ffec, 
278 they explain by apxeriv, and ifpKet in Pers. 278 by ipKeriL ?iv. I 
lake the sentence to be a simplifying paraphrase of what is given above. 
— iat^ipft is a synonym of tiiya, as in Pind. Pyth. xi. 60, Hdt. iii. 40. 
2 BvyivTi 5' otf ti vvfitpiKuv ^ha\iuv 

txos, v6poi re irirTts iie /tim 6So5 

.... fiaivovres rhv x^pofivtrri 



The last part is corrupt. Paiyovres may be for <rv/iPalvovTes (Paley) 
or trv/ipdwovrts : or, as I have su^ested, and Mr Tucker indepen- 
dently, it is the remnant of ^oiPalyoyns (or (poifialvoyr' h), and on 
this KaBaipoyrti was a gloss. The metre, I think, should be : 
<f>oi$alvoyTts rhv^ 

<t>ivov irvylBvffav ayvlaat ndrw. 
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homes into the lot of' slavery ^ — for me, therefore, it is 
proper to accept against my will the dictates of authority, 
whether just or not,^ keeping my bitter feelings in subjec- 
tion ; but in my sleeve I weep at the wanton treatment that 80 
befell the master, while my heart is numbed with hidden 
grief. 

Electra. My women, setters of the house in order, since 
you are present with me on this petitionary mission, take 
counsel with me on this matter : what words am I to use ^ 
while pouring out these pious offerings? How can I use 
language pleasing J^-lmy father; in what terms can I make 
prayer to him ? Should it be by saying that I bring a gift 
of love from wife to husband, — from my mother? I have 
not the front for that ; and cannot tell what words to use 90 
while pouring this holy paste upon my father's tomb. 

Or shall this be my phrase, as customary with men, ' To 
the senders of these garlands give thou blessings in return, 
a gift of worthy recompense for good ! ' ? * 

^ That is to say, they are the ' gentlewomen ' of the ' lady ' Electra, 
S/ta>al avayKoiM (Horn, ai 2lo), made prisoners in war, not slaves by 
birth, for born slaves had no fathers. 

^ Strata Kal /t^.-flrp^iroi'T air' ap-yas 
ffitif tppiv^-.ttlfeffai, viKphv ffr^yos 
KpaToiffTj' 
The exact ending of the first line- is uncertain (&px«f or &px«y^ irpiirov 
irap' 4px»s '' itp^Tov rd y' ipx"* ')< ^'^' opx"* must mean ru/e, authority, 
for this was a proverb, apxuv (or So5a.c, SetriroTwi' or Kpuaaivav or 
tSiv KpaToiyrav) I^koue Kal S'lKata K&Sixa : Paroem. I. pp. 213, 394, 
Bergk Poet. Lyr. 11. p. 53, the schol. here,, Propert. ii. 3. 6. 

/3i'f ^epo/iiyay of the MS, never means anything but ' carried with 
violent impetus ' or ' rushii^ violently,' and has no place here. 
^ tI ^w x^avffa. 

^ iffB}^ tLVTi^ovvai Toia't Trefnrovtriv -riiSe 
trretpTj, Siffiv ye ray KahSov iira^lav ; 
So Elmsley, xaKSv being said, of course, with bitter irony. There are 
other views. 



i^ 
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Or shall I act in silencQ with denial of all honour, even 
as my father perished, — empty this liquid to be swallowed 
by the earth, and then go back again, like one that casts 
out scourings,^ after I have flung the vessel, without 
turning the eyes ? 

This is the question, friends, that I would have you share 
with me ; for there is community between us in the hate we 100 
feel at home. Keep not your counsel in your heart through 
fear of any; for the destined hour awaits us all alike, 
whether free or under the dominion of another's hand. 

Cho, With reverence for thy father's tomb as for an altar, 
I will speak, at thy bidding, truly from my heart. 

El. Speak, according to your reverence for my father's 
tomb. 

Cho. Uttet, while you pour, blessings for the loyal." 

El. And who among those near to me are those I am to 
call so ? 

Cho. First thyself, and whosoever hates ".^gisthus. uo 

El. It is for myself and you, then, that I am to make 
this prayer ? 

Cho. You understand ; it is for yourself now to consider.' 

' (rTs^X") KaOdpnoB' &s Tis ixirfnifias, ird\iy. That Tti\iv goes with 
<rTe/x« is indicated by ApoU. Rhod. iii. 1212 ayicaKfiras iriKiv 

fffTlXf. 

° V, 109. The MS. gives ijiBiyyov XEOuira atiuik Totaiv tiippoffiv, ' 
' Utter what is approvable.' Whether cre/iyti is the right adjective or 
not, we require one to define the nature of the thing besought for the 
loyal. It could not be left undefined entirely ; but there is no definition 
of it, unless it be in v. 109 ; and zi. Ill i/iot re koI ffoX r&p' imi^aiuu 
riSe ; indicates that it has already been defined there. We expect 
merfly some word synonymous with hyoBi or 4<rBKd, 'blessings,' that 
will scan; and keSi/cE (as Orest. 1 138 irol . . . . keSv' apti/avoi tvx^''I')i 
suggested by Hartung, is probable : the schol. has eS^ai ItyaSd. 

^ avT^ (rh ToSra fiayddvovff ^Btj ippdtrai 
is a briefer way of sajirg 

Umitiytu ' Sitte air^ <rii ¥fiji raSra <l>piaai. 
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El. Well, is there any other I should add to this 
company ? 

Cho. Foi^et not Orestes, although he is abroad. 

El. That is a most excellent admonition too ! 

Cho. For the guilty of the murder now, without for- 
getting 

El. I must use what words? Explain; instruct my 
ignorance. 

Cho. That there may come for them one human or 
divine 

El. To jo^^ OB- execute? Which do you mean ? 

Cho. Phrase it im ^mple terms, — ' one to take life for life.' 120 
V El. And is iflml: a holy thing for me to ask of heaven ? \ 

Cho. Sur^ ! to leqmte an enemy with evil ! 

El. Most m^bty Herald between the upper and the nether 
worlds, O Heimes of the earth, lend me thine aid, by 
making proclamation for me that the spirits under the 
earth should hear my prayers regarding father's home [or 
•bloodshed'],^ and Earth herself who giveth birth to all 
things, and having fostered them receiveth new conception •— 
from the same again; while I meanwhile, pouring this 
lustral water to mortality, cry, calling to my father : — ' Have 130 
compassion upon me, and dear Orestes kindle as a light 
within thy house ! * For as it is we are in a manner sold 

where /layeiveis means 'you take my meaning,' e.g: Ax. Av. 1456, 
Lucian i. 564. The participle fiavBdvoiiTi aoi is used in the same way 
as here in Agam, 620, which I have explained in Class. Rev. 1903, 
p. 242. 

^ It is not clear whether itriaKivovs refers to eSx"^* (f^^- E,um. 903, 
Soph. Aj. 976) or to Jof/tocBj : nor whether we should read ScujiuiTuv 
or aXjiATiav. The Spirits of the imderworld are more concerned with 
bloodshed; but compare z". i. 

'•' \eyu>, KaXovaa. irarip', ' ivolKTtip6y t' ifie, 
^IXov t' 'OpeiTTijv ^Ss &va^By (v S<S/iois — 
a slight modification of Schneidewin's conjecture. 
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and dispossessed by her that bore us, and in exchange 
she hath purchased for a mate ^gisthus, the man who 
was her accomplice in thy death. And I am even as 
a slave; and Orestes is in banishment from his estate; 
while they are \insolently flaunting it in the winnings of 
thy labour. But may Orestes come again to some 
good purpose, is my prayer to thee; hearken thou to 
it, father! And to myself grant thou that I may prove IW 
far chaster than my mother, and more innocent of hand.' 
— Those are the prayers I make for us; but for our 
enemies I pray there may arise one to avenge thee, father, 
and that thy slayers may be slain in just requital.-^ — 
That I interpose in the midst of my good prayer, utter- 
ing this evil prayer for them ; for us send blessings to 
the light,^ by grace of the Gods and Earth and Justice 
triumphant. 

These being my prayers, I now pour these libations over 
them ; and your due part is to crown them with the flowers 150 
of lamentation, giving lOud voice to the anthem for the 
dead. 

Cho. Let fall the plashing tear, fall lost for our lost 
master, in tune with this forfending to avert things evil — 
and things good — the abominable wickedness of outpoured 

^ \e7» (l>aprj'"il ffoS, irdrip, Ti/ndopov, 

Kal TOWS KTav^vras avriKarOayeiy Blxy. 
TtiJ.up6s being frequently an epithet of SIkti, a scribe fancied that it 
was so here, and wrote SUriy. A result of this was the conjecture 
avTLKaraKTaPeiv. — -Koi should perhaps be ajs, 'so that.' 
® TaSr' ev ftitftf TiBtifii t^s KoKifs apas, 

Keivois \iyovffa r-ijvSe rrjy kuk^v apdy ' 

7]fuy B^ Trofiirhs iffBi tuv ^crB\uy &vu* 
It has escaped some critics of the last line that Greek .commonly used the 
article in this phrase: to koA.^, Plut. Mor. 1 39 A, rayaBd, as Aristoph. 
fr. 488, Tct fffBKd, as here, in the proverbial verse yvy Sh, fleo! nixapis, 
TWV effBhwv &tp6ovoi ^CTe. 
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libations.^ Hearken, O Majesty ! O Master, hearken with 
thy ghostly sense.* 

Alack-a-day ! 

O for a Man mighty with the spear <to come> as 
deliverer of the house, brandishing in his hands rebound- 160 
ing Scythian bow in the action of war's havoc, and wielding 
self-hafted weapon for close combat ! ^ 

^ Yere dixpu Kavax^s oKS/jieyoy 

o\o/i4vta Seo'irrfro 

irphs epu/ia TtfSe KaKUv KeSvuy t* 

tUKArpoiroVy ^L-yos ctireu^^cToy, 

Kcxv^evuv x^^*'' ic\ie Se fioi, (recast 

kK6\ & SeffvoT*y i^ afiavpas (ppev6s. 
The meaning of Ipv/ia riSe and the construction of oxiTpoirov are 
determined by v, 42 s^j. , where the Chorus speak of the x""* sent by 
Clj^emnestra, the 'ungodly woman,' as X'^P" 4x'^P'''''"'> oTiiTpoirov 
Kmcuv. Compare Agam. 1543 and Soph. El. 432 sq.—' Evils from her 
point of view,' they mean, ' and good from ours' ; unless we should 
read koXSiv Kiivav t', 'to avert what are (not evils, but) blessings. 
Though punctuating and interpreting differently otherwise, I adopt 
Mr Tucker's view that trpbs epv/ia T<fSe means 'in tune with,' ' to the 
accompaniment of this offering to fend off evils, ' 

Wecklein conjectures '/ere Sdicpv Kavax^s oKo/ieycp /it]\,6iieyoy Se<rTr6T(f, 
'devoted to' or 'valued by' the perished master, as Phoen. 1308 
tax'*'' (rreraKritv neXo/ievav Vixpois. The same alteration has been 
conjectured in Hel, Ij6 x'ip'Tas V M Sa/cpvcri irap' i/iciev ivh fueKaSpa 
yix'" ^amva; riKvriv oA.o/ui'ots [v4kv<ti lieAo/ieyovs Lobeck) \dpri, and 
in/. 7". 177. 

* Dim, faint, vague, feeble, shadowy ; an epithet of ghosts. Of. Find. 
Pyik. S. loi liKoioyTi wov x^o*"'? <Ppfyi- 

' That is, I think, a. Man and Deliverer like Hercules ; armed, like 
him, with spear and Scythian bow and club : see Class. Rev. 1900, p. 194. 
Heracles was acknowledged as the pattern of Manhood (Here. Fur, 
183, Nub. 1048), and he, with the other greatest Argive Hero, Perseus, 
was the typical Deliverer and Purger and Just Slayer : Olympidd. on 
Plat. Alcib. p. 156 Creuzer : fKirepos fiiy yhp et2 KaBdp<rii ray Koxay 
ysyovi' Kol yhp koX & 'HpaK\^f' Sih tpijal irepl aiiTov 6 Tlelffaydpos 
' SiKatoTtiTov Se <^oyTJos'* eirl yhp KoBapdTtjTi tp6yovs eiroUi. Achilles 
Tatius iii. 6, describing a picture by Enanthes : ^ S' ilxiip 'AvSpaiieSa Kcit 

IS 
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El. The earth has now drunk the ofTerings and my father 
has received them. I have something new now to impart 
to you. 

Cho. Speak on ; my heart is dancing with trepidation. 

El. I see here a shorn ringlet on [or ' for '] the tomb. 

Cho. Whose can it be ? what man's or girdled maiden's ? 

El. That is easy for any one to conjecture. 

Cho. May the aged then be instructed by her junior? 170 

El. There is no one, except me, could shear it. 

Cko. No, for the kin to whom that mourning-rite be- 
longed are enemies. 

Tipoiattds, itanOTM jucr tiiifia, Sici toEto ykp avToiis, o7/<ai, eis tv 
ffwf]yayiv S ^toypiitpos, &5eA0al 5e koX t^v &\\7iif t^xV 0[i ypa^ai' 
irerpai /lev afi^oty rh dea'fiWT'fipiot'f Sijpes Be kut' afi^oiy oi S^fiioi, r^ 
/liv i^ li^pos, T$ 5e 4k BaKirTTis' iirlKovpoi 8' avTOis 'Apye'ioi ' Sio o 
ffvyyeveist t^ /jL^y HpaK\^s, r^ 5^ Tleptreis' 6 fiev ro^eiau rhv 6pvtv rov 
Ai6s, i 5' M rh ff^Tos toS TiocrtiSayos &8\iiy, Orestes is compared to 
Perseus (in whose case the parallel is particularly close) in do. 829, 
Eur. £1. 460 (a chorus which has been supposed to be irrelevant) and 
854 ; and to Heracles in this passage and probably in 862-867. 

Thus avrdicuira has its natural meaning, ' with the handle in one 
piece' (schol. and Hesych. s.v. avT6\a0oy), like avT6yvoy (rb nil 
iriyBeToy, oW*^ i^ fyhs ^vKov, Hesych. s.v. yiiis) ; and the epithet dis- 
tinguishes the weapon from a sword, for swords were called (cwir^ei'Ta, 
iJ^tipttVT^Kairaj (nSaptficwa, Kcpt^/cwira, provided with a hilt or handle 
in addition. Heracles' ^67ta\oy or a-KiroKoy was often described in 
poetry by synonyms ; to those given in Class. Rev. igoi, p. 105, add 
Callim. /n 120 fiapvaKlitiay, Ep. 36 l{ay. 

In the text, besides corrupted words, there is omission and interpola- 
tion ; what I have translated is : 

liva\vTiip SifjuAiv 

^KvBiKd t' iy xepo'" iro\f>'TO»'' Hpyv 

'wiiFdWuv ipris 

0'X^Si(i t' avT6Kayira yo>fiwy fie\ij, 
&prjs ^corrupted to &pris) is used by ^schylus in Supp. 86, and I have 
restored iipii for Hpii in Agam. 386 (Class. Rev, 1901, p. 105) ; but it' 
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El. And yet to the eye this lock is strangely of like 
feather.^ 

Cho. Like what tresses, I would know ? 

El. Like our own, strangely similar in look. 
tCho. Can it then be Orestes' offering secretly ? 

El. It is his ringlets that it very much resembles. 

Cho. How could he venture to come hither ? 

El. He must have sent it as a shorn-offering for his 
father's sake. 

Cho. That gives me as good cause for weeping still, to 180 
think that his foot is never to touch this soil ! 

El. I too feel my gorge rising in a surge of bitterness, and 
my heart pierced right through as by an arrow ; and from 
my eyes, unstanched, fall thirsty driblets from the pent-up 
stormy flood, as I rega,rd this tress j for how can I suppose 
any native else to be its owner? No, and it was not the 
murderess that shore it, my mother, possessed of anything 
but a mother's heart, the godless ! ^ towards her children. 190 

Well, how I should give my acceptance to it absolutely — 
that in this adornment I have here an offering from my dearest 
. in the world, Orestes — * but I am flattered by the hope. 

O that it had sense and language,* like a messenger, that 

is not certain here. The verb is missing: rhythm would admit, for 
example, either 

ici) ris iopv — 

ffOevijs < tiv fi-6\oi 

or 

lii tU Sopvffdepiis &piip 
KiiytKBoi <t>l\ois> 
' ' Of like species.' 

^ SiirSeos Pauw : of. 45, S23, Soph. El. 289. It is in any case ex- 
clamatory ; otherwise we must have had SiffBtov Sc or &A\ck iva6iov. 
' With a gesture. 1 

* (pavi/v ^/i^pova, sensible, intelligent, as \6yos iiujipiev in Anth, Pal. 
V. 140. 
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I might not be tossed between two minds, but could be 
well certified ^ to spurn the tress away from me, supposing 
it had been severed from a hated head, or, being kin to me, 
that it might share my mourning, for the decoration of the 
tomb, and tribute to my father. 

1 We call, however, on the gods, appealing to their know- 200 
ledge in what stormy tempests we are whirled like mariners ; [ 
yet if it be destined for us to find safety, from a little seed 
may grow a mighty stem. 

Why, here are footprints for a second evidence .... 
and the outlines of the tendons being measured come into 
agreement with the prints of mine. .... I am in an agony, 210 
my wits confounded, for there are iwo outlines of feet here 
— his own and some companion's.^ 

Orestes {discovering himself). Make prayer to the Gods, 
promising them vows on the fulfilment of thy prayers,^ for 
good success in future. 

El. 1j\ future} What success am I indebted to the Gods 
for nowt 

Or. You have come to the sight of what you have so 
long been praying for. 

El. And what living creature are you aware of my 
appealing to ? 

Or. I am aware that you greatly idolise Orestes. 



' aW' fZ (rdi>' jjSrj tovS' iiroirTicroi ir\6Kov. 

^ The passage has been tampered with, and it is not now possible to 
say how it stood originally. I adopt here Wecklein's arrangement : 
Kal fiiiv ffrlfioi yt, Siirfpov TiKfiiipiov, 
rodav ' TeyivTtej/ B iiroypa^al fieTpo^ficvai 
CIS To&rb (rvfifialvouffi rots ^/tots (rr/jSois. 
irdpttrTi S' a>$ls Kal ^pev&v Kvrai^Bopi, ' 
Kal yhp ii' iffrhv T<6Se iripiypa^k iroSaTv, 
abrov r eKetvov Kal ffvve^ir6pov Ttv6s. . 

' Or ' announcing that thy prayers have come to fruit,' 
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El. And in what respect, pray, am I successful in my 
prayers ? 

Or. Here am I ; you need not seek for any closer friend 
than me. 

El. Sir, is it some deception you are weaving to ensnare 
me? 

Or. It is against myself, then, that I am framing 220 
plots. 

EL Oh, you wish to mock at my distresses ! 

Or. At my own, then, also, if at thine. 

El. As if thou wert Orestes, then, I bid thee ^ 

r Or. Nay, it is himself that you behold in me and are 
slow to learn. Yet when you saw this shorn piece of 
mourning hair you were all on wings and imagined that 
what you saw was me, and when you were track-reading in 
my footprints, thine own brother's, proportioned like thy- 
self! Put the shorn ringlet to the tonsure, and see. — And 
behold this piece of weaving, the work <t>i your own hand, 230 
the strokes of the batten, and the beasts in the design 
Collect yourself, and be not transported with wild joy, 
because I know that our nearest feel bitterly towards us 
two. 

.1 O darling of thy father's house, thou Hope, watered with 
her tears, for seed of preservation, sure in thy prowess thoi^' 
shalt win thy father's house again.^ 

El. O thou sweet presence, playing a fourfold part for 
me ! I must needs call thee Father, and the affection due 
towards mother falls to thee — sheM most absolutely hated — 240 
and towards my sister, the poor victim ruthlessly destroyed ; 
and brother true thou ever wast to me, winning adora- 

\^s Spt' ^Opttrrrtv r&p' eyti ire irpovvvevw — ' I bid ihee — welcome^ 
she would have said, irpouvi/e'irto xo^P""! Soph. Track. 227,' Verrall. 

' These three lines are probably misplaced, and should be spoken by 
the Chorus after Electra's speech ; see the next note but one. 
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tion .... * Only may Power and Justice, with Zeus 
third, the mightiest of all, be on ... . side ! ^ 

Or. Zeus, Zeus, show thyself Witness of these doings;' 
behold the orphaned offspring of an eagle sire that perished 
in the coils and twines of a fell viper; his bereaved are 
pinched by hungry famine, for they are not yet mature to 
bring their father's quarry to the nest. And so thine eyes 250 
may behold me here and this poor girl, Electra, both 
suffering the same banishment from our home. 

Now, if thou lettest us his younglings perish, the children 

^ iriffT^s S' &ii\<t>is 9ia-0' ifiol, o-e/Soj <p4pai>. — If /Unas, that follows in 
the MS., is true, there must be a lacuna between this and fiivav, for 
liovov is necessary in the following sentence. 

' If ffvyyevoird fioi of the MS. is right, these two lines must be 
spoken by Orestes, and the opening of his speech is lost. Rossbach's 
view is more probable, that, reading trot, we should make, them th^ 
conclusion of the Chorus' speech, following Electra's, thus : \ 

5 (piKraToy fjie\7]fia St^fiaffiy irarpAs) 
SaKpvrhs 4K-7r\s trtrepfiaTos fftoTTipioVf 
itKK^ TTiTrotd^s Safi ayaKT'tjini trarpAs ' 
li6vov Kpdros re Kal AIkt) iriiy r$ rplrip 
irdvTwy fieyiffrt^ Xrjyl trvyyeyoLri ffoi : 

' thou shalt win thy father's house again : only may Power, ' etc. 

' The form Seaphs yeyoS implies, as Dr Verrall says, that to survey 
from his high place is a function of Zeus, which he is prayed to exercise 
on this occasion. I strongly suspect that the line was taken by 
^schylus (like many others) from Archilochus ; that the fragment 88, 
of which we possess the first four lines, continued thus : 

6 ZcC, vtiTep Zev, trhy /ihy oi/pavov Kpdros, 
ffi) S* ^py' 4v' &vdpt6iruv ip^s 

\eupyk' Kol Bifiiffrd., ffol S^ Bijpluy 

lifipis TC Koi SixtJ /xeXei. 

Koi yvv Bewphs TwySe irpiiyfidTay yeyev : 
and that the Ionic trpriynarav in our MS. here is due to a scribe re- 
membering this original. This is just how Archilochus should naturally 
have continued, as Hesiod Op. 267 rrivTa ISiiy Aihs o^fiaA/^bs ks! 
irdyra yoi\iras Kal yv riS', at k' 46e\T}ir', iiriSepxeTai, oiSe e \^9c( oTijf 
Si) Kai T^vSe iUriv iriMs iyrhs iepyit. 
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of thy sacrificer who held thee in great honour, whence 
wilt thou get the homage of rich feasts from a hand as 
liberal? If thou shouldst destroy the eagle's race, thou 
couldst not again send trusty signs to men on earth; 
neither, if this stem of royalty be suffered to wither quite 
away, will it do any service upon days of oxen-killing. 260 
Tender it with care, and from little thou mayest exalt to 
loftiness a house that seems now to be lying fallen quite. 

CJw. O children, O preservers of your father's home, 
hush, hush, dear children, lest some one overhear, and for 
talking's sake report all this to the masters — may I one day 
see them perished in the flaming resinous ooze ! 

Or. Never shall the mighty oracle of Loxias play false, 
enjoining on me to go through this perilous enterprise, with 
his prophetic voice uplifted loud and long, and with pro- 270 
nouncement of chill plagues to make the hot blood at 
the heart run cold, should "I not avenge my father on the 
guilty ; charging me to slay the slayer in the self-same fashion, 
maddened to fury at the deprivation' of my substance. 

Myself, he said, in my own person I should pay the debt 
else, with the suffering of many loathsome evils. 

Partly it was wrath of resentful Powers from the earth 
that he told of in his revelation unto man, naming these 
distempers : ^ leprous ulcers mounting upon the flesh, with 

PpoToiS Tri^aOffKW elve, rdirS' alvSiv v6trovs. 
For nnivi/iaTa see my note on Sufp. 272. — TKpaiaKav elTre are words 
frequently combined as one phrase of prophetic declarations: Em- 
pedocles 102, Maximus Karapx- 533) Tzetzes Antehom. 291, 319, 
ApoU. Rhod. ii. 685, Horn. /3 162. — Verbs of saying, announcing, 
prophesying, describe the thing they tell of by either of two construc- 
tions — the accusative (with or without a participle), or the accusative 
and infinitive : they are freely alternated here as elsewhere, e.g. Ion 
678 ifiiv Se aiyav \4ya>, ij Bavverov e(iroii(ra(<r« : Agam. 623-4 is an 
example which has been misunderstood. 
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angry jaws eating away the pristine substance; and upon 280 
this disease the rising of white hair. Moreover, he foretold 
yet other visitations of avenging Spirits brought to effect by 
reason of a father's bloodshed ; for there is the Nether Powers' 
instrument of darkness, stirred by slain men of kin petition- 
ing for vengeance, [frenzy and idle terror of the night] that 
perturbs and troubles [a man seeing clear, moving his eye- 
brow in the darkness] : ^ — and expulsion from the city of 
the body marred and shamed by the excommunicating 
scourge.^ For such offenders there was no partaking in 290 
the wine-bowl or the pouring of libation ; he is debarred 
from altars by a father's wrath invisible ; none takes him in 
or lodges with him ; and at last disfranchised of all privilege, 
disowned of all his friends, he dies, pitifully mummified by 
a death of utter wasting. 

These were the oracles; and must I not put trust in 
them ? Even if I trust them not, the deed must still be 
done : for there are many moving impulses that meet 
together t6 one end — besides the god's behests, my own " 
great sorrow for my father, and furthermore, the lack of my 300 
estate that pinches, forbidding me to let my countrymen, 

' I suspect, with H. L. Ahrens, that both the lines bracketed are 
illustrative quotations, and that the passage should run, like the rest, 
in oratio otliqua : 

T^ 7Gtp ffKomviiV rwv iveprepuy jSeXos 
iK vpotrTpoiraluy iv ydyet TreffTeoK^Twi/ 
Kii'Eii', rapiaativ. 

^ The MS. gives xo^kiM^t?) Tcxiimyyi, by which we should have to 
understand a brazen scourge, for it was with a scourge of ivayits were 
driven out (if^iyurToi, SioiktoC, el6piaToi) : this, as I have shown in 
Class. Rev. 1902, p. 59, is the meaning of Agam. 646 i^aynrBevTas 
Si/tav SijrXj liiimyi : add Plut. Mar. 673 F, Hesych. KpaStris vi/ios. 
But a x"^-K^^»Toi irKdffTiyi [irXitrTiy^ i) xo^kov BvyiTr\p, Critias in 
Ath. 680 e) was a very different thing. Wecklein would read iiianyi, 
thinking that Lycophron, who has i,yii\iT!f /liirTiyi v. 436, found 
niffTiyt here : I think he found the whole phrase. 
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the most famous in the world, Troy's overthrowers in their 
glorious gallantry, to become the subjects of a pair of 
women — for womanish his heart is, or if not, he shall 
soon see ! 

Cho. Ye mighty Fates, grant that with the grace of Zeus 
the end may come upon the road where Justice also walks ! '■ 
' For enmity of tongue let enmity of tongue be rendered ' il 
the loud cry of Justice in the exacting of her due, ' and fori 310 
a murderous blow a murderous blow shall be his paymentK 
' The doer so to be done by ' is the word of a most ancient 
proverb. 

Or. O father, fatal father ! by what word spoken (to 
thee) or by what act done can I succeed in wafting .... 
(from afar) where thou art harboured in the grave ? Light 
is the counterpart of Darkness; and 'comfort' in like 
manner is the name given to lamentation that gives glqry 320 
.... sons of Atreus . . . . ^ 

^ Theb, 1064 &(rTrep re irii\is Kal rh SiKatov ^uvuraLveL. Sujtp, 10S2 
Mxa Sixas eirea'dai, 

' This passage unfortunately still remains in part obscure : and the 
verbal uncertainties affect the purport of the whole. What is it that 
Orestes desires to ' waft ' ? Is it his own distress to Agamemnon ? Or 
is it Agamemnon's spirit from the grave ? 

The metre, to be normal, should be rl pc^as | T^xo(/t' 01/ 1 ^ ■^ ovpiVai: 
e.^. rixotii' Hy <r' exae' ouplffas, 'waft thee from afar,' or TiStv, 'thence.' 

We must remember (what some critics have forgotten) that the 
children's object in this invocation is not to help, and comfort Aga- 
memnon, but to induce Agamemnon to help them ; to excite pity and 
anger in their father, and enlist his sympathy upon their side: see 
». 417, 454 jy^., 477 jy^. But how, Orestes asks, can that be done? In 
the dark underworld, where all things are reversed (Class. Rev. 1902, 
p. 52), mourning of the usual form, the dead man's eulogy {^trnitifiios 
ahos Agam. 1542-9), is joy to him (it was so considered generally, 
though it is denied, for instance, in Plato's Menexenus 248 b); at 
least, such mourning bears the name of x^f"^" (gratification, pleasure, 
solace, cheer ; it was ciommonly so termed, e.g. Eur. Hel. 176, quoted 
on V. 152), Such mourning, therefore, he fears, instead of rousing 
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Cho. My son, the spirit of the dead is not subdued by 
the fire's ravening jaw, but he showeth forth emotions of 
the heart thereafter. The slain man is bewailed, and the 
injurer is brought to light : a true and rightful lamentation 
for a father, for a parent, goes a-hunting, when stirred up 
thoroughly with both hands.^ 3 

El. Hear, then, O father, lamentations cried alternately 
with tears : — It is a dirge of twain children that bewails thee 
at thy grave : suppliants and exiles in like manner are 

/Agamemnon, will only please and comfort him. The Chorus reassure 
him in his doubt ; and Electra thereupon continues, ' Let it then be 
mourning.' 

The true interpretation depends largely on iftoias, 'likewise,' 
'similarly,' 'accordingly,' which comes again in the corresponding 
place of the antistrophe, v. 336. We should be sure to go wrong if 
with some critics we were to force upon i/ioius the sense S/iois, ' never- 
theless.' It could not bear that sense : Sftolas t^itSe Koipavel x^oy6s 
in Persae 217 means, ' if unsuccessfiil, — he is not responsible to the 
state, but, so long as he is preserved, is still its sovereign just the 
same. ' 

What 'irpoir$oS6nots 'ArpeiSais means, and even what it is constructed 
vrith, is doubtful, 

' I take the sense of this to be that lamentation, when ^yStxas, 
warranted, justified, rightly pertaining to the mourner, heartfelt 'JH, 
genuine distress, and when uttered vigorously, has another effect than 
y6os cvkAc^j, lamentation that merely sings the dead man's praises, the 
conventional mourning of regret : tiai pleases him ; but iAis can move 
his spirit to sympathise with the distressed, and lend them aid in 
pursuing the guilty ; it can rouse the hounds of a father's vengeance 
(jTBTpis iyKirovs Kims, v. 923), his ''Efivias. 

Tapax^ils is used as Pindar uses rafiaativ and iorftv in the case of 
hymns ; and t& irai/ goes adverbially with &/40i\a^j)s rapax^fis. , I do 
not doubt that rh vav is sound ; the conjectpjfes Troivkv and t&koiv 
are false metre, /toreiiei, if sound, is used with a bold brevity, ' acts 
the hunter,' when the meaning is', 'causes a hunt to be made by the 
dead man. ' iiaytiit would be, • ' acts like a charm ' to raise the dead, 
which was done by ifiuxaToivo'i y6ots {Pers. 688, 699, Class. Rev. 1902, 
P- S7). 
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those thy tomb hath harboured. Is aught here well? aught 
free from misery ? Is not our fatal doom indomitable ? 

Cho. Yet, even so, God at his pleasure may yet ' tune 
the voice to blither note; instead of dirges at a grave, 340 
within the royal hall may rise a hymn of joy and blessing, 
to acclaim and welcome the fresh mingling of a friend 
among his friends. 

Or. Oh, had it only been at Ilium, father, by some 
Lycian's hand that thou hadst been slaughtered by the 
spear and spoiled ! Then wouldst thou have left behind 
thee glory in thy house, and in thy children's walks abroad 
have made their life the object of men's gaze, and in a 
land beyond the seas have been the owner of a mounded 350 
sepulchre, whose weight thy house could well have 
borne ! 

Cho. Welcomed to the friendship of the nobly fallen 

there, of high mark under earth as a prince of rank and 
majesty, and minister of the highest sovereigns in that 
realm — for in thy life thou wast a king — fulfilling their 360 
allotted portion with the man-controlling sceptre in their 
hands. 

El. Nay, even that were too little for our wish — that our 
father had perished and been buried with the rest of the 
slain people by Scamander's stream ! Sooner should his 
murderers have been slain thus by their own,^ that we 
might have learned the story of their fatal end far off, and 
had no taste of all this trouble ! 370 

Cho. Ah, daughter, those are wishes beyond gold : 
greater than great, nay. Hyperborean bliss are the desires 
you voice ; for that is in your power. — However, the thud 
of the falling scourge goes home with these two lashes : — 
the champions of the one side are already under earth, 
while the masters on the other side have hands polluted 
^ Supplying, with Conington, 0(Aom after ian^vu. 
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with foul sin : iias any case more horrible than this befallen 
children 7^/^ 

Or. That must have gone home throughly like an arrow. 380 
— Zeus, O Zeus, if from below thou send avenging harm 
hereafter upon violent and wicked hands on earth, it shall 
be brought to the full .... the parent.* 

Cho. O may it be mine to raise a lusty cry of jubilee 
when a man is struck down and a woman slain ! — for how 
can I conceal the spirit that keeps hovering still and 390 

iovTTOS tKvetTBU' tSov fiey apwyol 
Karh yris ^StIj twv 5e KparovvTav 
Xepe* oiix tiffiai' (TTvyephy to6twv 
iraiffl Ti fiaWov YeyevT^TOt ; 
The ' double scourge ' is the double reproach, and its two lashes are 
specified in the two clauses marked by /uv and Se. The sound of 
anything that falls might be called Sovvos, and so Nobnus Dion. x. 13 
has SoSiros iiid(r9\iis. The word seems to suggest at the same time 
that the double lamentation [Siirais Bprjvos, i>. 333), with its beating on 
the breast (often called SoOiros), acts upon Agamemnon like a scourge ; 
as in ihePersae 685 arivn, KeKoirrai, xal x"P'^<''<''"oi ireSov it is implied 
by the phrasii^ that the actions of the lamentation are transmitted to 
the passive earth : Class. Rev. 1902, p. 59. 
2 toOto Sia/A76pc»s 
Stefl' ciir€p T6 fif\os. ZeS, 
Ziv, KiraBey Idwav 
i<TTep6voiVOv &Tay 
PpoT&y rxiitiovi koI ■navoupy^ 
X^^P^t TOKiVtft . . . , TcXeiVai. 
Sia/iTrtpeas U, I think, the true reading, corrupted through a scribe 
writing Sia/iinpdir, the Epic form familiar to him. — ainrcfiiraiv of the 
MS. is wholly unmetrical. It was a conflation of idway (Emperius) 
with its gloss ire/iTTuy : cf. 495 and Agam. 58. 

The concluding phrase is doubtful. The MS. text is TOKtvai V S/iais 
r(\(iTat, which some accept in the sense, ' and, for a mother though it 
be, it shall be brought to fulfilment.' Others would read i/ius, under- 
standing TOKfSffiy to mean Agamemnon, Quite a different line is followed 
by Tucker and Verrall. They take TOKcS(r( to mean the parent- 



CHOEPHOROE 237 

\ 
making my breast quiver ? Right full against her front is 
blowing bitter passion of the heart in. hatred rancorous.^ 

El. And when is Zeus in full a^d ample vigour like to 
lay on his hand? O let him cleave the crowns and let 
the country have a pledge .'^ Right and justice from the 
wrongful I demand: give ear, O Earth, and ye Worships 
of the underworld. 



sin, which begets another to avenge it : cf. Agam. 760 0i\ei t\ 
■t\,KTiiV SPpis .... Sfiptv .... litXaivas jifXABfOiaiv 6,ras, dSoiievav 
roiceStrtv. Cho. 421 'Epivi/i/ .... Stiji' ertpav tTrdyovirav iir' Srp. 
On this view ToK^vatv ifuSis T€A.e?ra( would bear a double sense : ' it 
shall be brought to fulness, as a child (cf. Agam. 750, Bacch. 100) and 
paid, as a debt, together with,' or 'equally with its parent.' But 
instead of i/iSis I should have expected the nominative singular ; 
hardly &11A, but TOKev(riv )f<ro t6\64to«, as ^ KaAbv Sicica ireAj; rexva, 
yoveviriv tffa, Nossis A.I', vi. 353. 
' rl'ycip KfiBa 
^pey' h ffeiov ^fiiras 
ffOTOToi ; vdpoiOer Sh irp^pas 
Spi/ibs &riTai KpaSlas 
6vfi0S) eyKOTay ffT^yos. 
The emation of the spirit (irveC^uo) is here spoken of throughout in 
terms properly belonging to xvESyua, a wind; and ^piv' 4 iretov (my 
correction of the MS. ^pevb<r Betoy) is part of the sustained metaphor : 
see Class. Rev. 1902, p. 437. 

The construction of the words Spt/ibs KpaSlas Bv/iis is indicated by 
Mimnermus' phrase,^. 14. 6, 8pi^{i fiJyos KpaSiiis. 
^ Kal irir' tty afi^i8a\iis 
Zshs 4vl x^'P'^ Pii\ot ; tpev 
<t>tv gdpava Saigas, 
•jritfTh yeyoiro x^P^' 
Lucian ii. 684 TIM, iKovovci ydp, S> Aa/n, hicoiovai, Kal <re /ierlatrl 
iroT6 Xf^^V ^CTepoy. AAM. Kal ir<(TE tiy ixfTyot ffX'^^" tyaify lit' 
^/ie, TocauTa, wy 0^s, vpdyfiaTa exoyres ', 

There is doubt about afi<pi.Ba\'fis and about the construction. Perhaps 
we should read $a\<iy and make it all one sentence : ' when is Zeus 
like to lay on his band, cleaving the crowns, and let the countrj' have 
a pledge?' 
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Cko, Well, it is law that blood-drops shed upon the 
ground should call for other blood besides. Murder loudly 400 
summons the Avenging Spirit, from those slain before 
bringing upon one deadly act another in its train. _ 

Or. O fie, O Earth ! ^ ye sovereignties of the underworld, 
behold, ye powerful Curses of the slain, behold the remnant 
of the sons of Atreus in helpless case and dispossessed 
from house and home. Where can one turn, O Zeus? 

Cho. My heart is all a-quiver now to hear this piteous 410 
plaint : at one time I am despondent, and my vitals are 
darkened within me at the words I listen to; but when 
again .... braced for action .... removes the pain, 
to my glad cheer.^ 

El. But what words spoken else should we succeed with, 
than the pains that we have suffered at the hands of 
parentage ? Fawn and use cozening as she may, they are 

^ Toiroi AS, as in Agam. 1056, Eum. 884 ; probably, as there, and 
in 0e5 Sa, an exclamation rather than a vocative. 
"^ Sray S* oSt' ivaXKes .... 

.... 9LTr€ffTaffev ^x*^^ 

fiipp6vi]V ^jioi. 

More than this can hardly be restored with confidence, but the general 
sense is clear, and closely resembles Agam. 99-103, containing the 
same medical metaphor (iar6aTairov x<<A.Eirc(i< v6irov, Callim. h. Dem. 
104). irphs rh tpaDftaBal fioi KaK&s is not a mistaken reading of the 
original (there was no such word as vpoa^mfiaa), but a gloss, irphs -rh 
with the infinitive was the most prosaic of prose, wholly foreign to 
poetical language such as this ; but, as I have pointed out in Class. Reo. 
1898, p. 248, it was used by scholiasts to explain an ' epexegetical ' 
infinitive. tv(l>p6vriv i/xoi, corrupted to cS ippovttv i/ioi, was glossed with 
alternative explanations: (t) Trpbs rh KaXi( ^oi evvoeiv (as TAei. 3$ 
tS teXei Biis by Ka\h 6ehs frapix^') i (2) irphs rh ippoveiarBal not Ka\us 
(as TAei. 568 Keyetv by ffiurt irtpt <rov XfyerSat). 

Bipaos in some form there can be little doubt was present, and iXitls 
would be suitable ; but ix" must have been followed by a consonant 
to lengthen it. ^iraAvU ... Bipiros would do well, or iiraKiat 
Bpiurivjis'Apt', .... 
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not soothed ; for like a savage wolf, my temper, gotten from 420 
the mother, is not to be cozened ! 

Cho. I beat upon my breast an Arian dirge, and after 
the manner of a Cissian wailing-woman, with clutching and 
bespattering blows ^ rained hard on one another might have 
been seen my outstretched hands descending from aloft, 
while to the beating stroke my hammered head — unhappy 
head ! ^ — resounded. 

El. Fie upon thee, mother, cruel as a foe and wicked ! 
With the unkind funeral of a foe thou hadst the heart to 
bury a king without his people, a husband without mourners, 430 
unbewailed ! 

Or. Without rites altogether, say you? Ah me! — But 
for that treatment of my father she shall surely pay, by the 
help of divine powers, and by the help of my own hands : 
let me but take her life, then let me perish ! 

Cho. Ay, and, for your instruction, his extremities were 
also lopped ; and the contriver of it was that same she that 
has him buried in this fashion, with intent to make the 440 
manner of his end more dreadful than thy life could bear. 
This is the story of your father's sore dishonouring. 

. El. Our father's end was as you say : but I meanwhile '^ 
was kept aloof, despised and held of no account : kennelled 
in my chamber like a mischievous dog, I found moist 
streams come welling up more readily than laughter, as I 
poured forth lamentation with many tears in my conceal- 
ment. Let these things thou hearest be written in thy 
mind.* 

' iTpjyicTiiirXijKTo ■KoKvvi.Kmtri, r' ^v tSiiv .... 

firpairat S' Sirep viv SSc Bdimi, 
rightly explained by the schol. : KarerKeiatre Sk rh narxafi-tcB^viu 
airhy 71 KKvToinrfiirTpa, ii koI oStios arliias airhv Bi^aira (so corrected 
by Davies) xri. 
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Cko. But through thine ears let the words penetrate and 
join a calm and steady base of thought : ^ for this is how 450 
things stand so far, but there is more yet which we ardently 
desire to know ; and th e lists should be entered with a spirit 
stubborn and unbent.^ 

Or. Father, on thee I call ; take part with thine own. 

El. And I too, all in tears, add my voice thereto. 

Cho. And all this company together sound assent in 
chorus : Hearken, come to the light, and take part with us 
against the foe. 

Or. War shall engage with War, and Cause with Cause. 

El. O gods, determine the cause of right with righteous- 460 
ness. 

Cho. Trembling steals over me as I hear these invoca- 
tions yfated destiny hath been abiding from of old, and in 
answer to prayer is like to come. 

O suffering inbred in the race ! Discordant blow and 
bloody, struck by the hand of Doom ! O sorrows harsh 
and heavy ! O pain so hard to be assuaged ! 

.... lint to stanch these wounds .... the house 
.... and not from others without, but from itself, in 470 
contest raw and bloody. 

^ Stanley and Heath were right, I think, in taking jStto-ei to mean 
'base.' 

^ tA ykv y^p oStus ^x^h 
TCt S' oS Tis op79 na6€iv ' 
irpevei 5' aKd/iirTij} fievei KaO-^Keiv. 
opyav means imTeraiicifas litiBunetv (Hesych.), to be intensely 
desirous : Phrynichus in Bekk. Anecd. i. 7 'AkoBo-oi hpyw : trriiiaiyii t4 
irdrv iiralponai Tpbs rh irpa^al ti fj aKoSirai. The MS. had abToTs at 
first, which was wrongly altered to airis : I have corrected it to 08 tis. 
/The Chorus are addressing Orestes, urging on him the importance of 
\ remaining cool (of. v. 790, with my note) : J- But remember that this is 
only the first bout, and that the next, of which we passionately long to 
see the issue, is before you still ; you must not allow yourself to be 
excited and unnerved by indulging too freely in emotion.' 
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To the Gods beneath the ground is sung this hymn. 

O hearken then, ye nether Blessed, to this invocation, 
and with ready will send aid to the children for their 
triumph. 

Or. Father, who wast murdered in unkingly fashion, 
grant me at my petition the mastership of thy house. 

El. I also, father, have a like boon that I require of 
thee: escape .... ^gisthus.^ 480 

Or. For thus will the customary feasts of [or 'for'] 
humankind be made for thee : else, at the savoury baked 
meats of nether Banquet ' thou wilt have no tribute. 

El. I, likewise, out of the fulness of my dower from 
patrimony will bring thee drink-offerings at marriage,; and 
before all else will hold this tomb in chiefest honour. 

Or. O Earth, send up my father to be witness of the 
fight! 

El. Yea, and grant, O Persephassa, beauteous victory i * 

Or. Remember the bath, father, whereby thy life was 
taken. 

El. Remember what strange invention of a cloak-net they 490 
devised.* 

^ Kay&ij irirepf TotdvBe ffov XP^^o*' ^X" ' 
^vyeiy /leyav Trpo(r$eitrav AiyltrBa 
If the accusative participle is correct, I think the sentence must have 
contained /le: 'grant that I may'; for example, ^uyeli' /Wy' &Kyos 
B(!aav AlytrB^ /i' in, ' grant that I may yet escape after inflicting great 
distress upon ^gisthus ' ; or ^vyitv /i' h iySphs 9ii(ray hlyiirB(f xepa, 
' that I may escape to a husband's hous^, after inflicting violence upon 
^gisthus' ; or Briainui Alyia-Bif rixVi ' escape my condition of servitude 
to /Egisthus.' 

' Or ' with the feasters at the baked meats.' 

^ & TleptretpcuTira, Shs Se y' tiifioptpov Kpdros, as ei/ava Trefujiov a\Ktiyf 
Soph. O. T. 189 (Hermann). This is just a place where the particles 
Sc 76 are suitable {Class. Rev. 1901, p. loi), as in Eur. Or. 1237 ; and 
the vocative, as often, is merely placed before them. 

* iti 4Kaii/i(rav : or aij Ixcdvuras, ' thou didst prove.' 

16 
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Or. Thou wast caught, father, in shackles forged not by 
the smith. 

El. And in a wrapping shamefully designed. 

Or. Art thou not roused up, father, by these taunts ? 

El. Dost thou not lift up thy beloved head ? 
^ Or. Either send Justice to fight upon our side, or let us 
-^'et the like grip of them in return!, if thou wouldst revenge 
thine overthrow by victory. 

; El. And give ear, father, to this final cry : behold these 
'younglings seated at thy tomb, and have compassion on 
their lamentation, both the female and the male's together. 500 
'' Or. And let not the seed of Pelops' line be blotted 
out: for by this means, in spite of death, thou art not 
dead. 

El. For when a man dies, children are preserving voices 
to keep mention of his name alive ; they are as corks afloat 
carrying a net, keeping the spun yam out of the engulfing 
deep. 

Or. Hearken; these are our complaints, made for thy 
sake j ' it is thine own preservation to show favour to our 
plea. 

Cho. Well, ye have both drawn out your speech to full 
sufficient length, to compensate the tomb for its lack of 
lamentation. Now, since your heart is fixed to act, forth- 510 
with to work, and put your destined fortune to the touch. 

Or. It shall be so. But it is not from the purpose to 
inquire first how she came to send libations, — what reason 
moving her to make amends so tardy for a hjtirt past cure. 
To a dead man, unconscious, it was a sorry solacing to 
send : — I cannot fathom it : — but the offering is less large 
than the oifence. For though a man should pour put all 
the world to atone one deed of blood, the labour were in 

^ Or itrkp (ToS Toi refS.' Har 'oSip/iaTa, ' it is on (Ay behalf that these 
complaints are made.' 
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vain ; so runs the saying. If you know this, I would fain B20 
have you tell me. 

Cho. I do, my son, for I was there : it was from dreams 
and wandering terrors of the night that with a quaking 
heart the godless woman sent these offerings. 

Or. Have you heard the nature of the dream, so as to 
tell it rightly? 

CTw. She dreamed, by her own story, that she was 
delivered of a serpent. 

Or. And what is the conclusion and the sum of her 
account ? 

Ch). That she havened it like a child in swaddling- 
clothes. 

Or. What food did it crave for, as a new-born monster ? 

Cho. She herself in her dream gave it the breast. 

Or. Surely the foul thing did not leave the teat 530 
imwounded ? 

Cho. No, in milking, it sucked a curd of blood. 

Or. This vision cannot be unmeaning.^ 

Cho. And she awoke from sleep screaming in a panic; 
and many a lamp within that had been blinded in the 
darkness blazed up for the mistress' sake. And thereupon 
she sends these pious offerings, hoping they should be a 
knife's cure for the mischief. 

Or. Well then, I make prayer unto the Earth here and 
my father's grave, that I may find this dream come true ! 
I read it, look you, so as to tally at all points : — If the snake 540 
came from the same place as I, and thereupon was tendered 
with swaddling,^ and opened its mouth about the breast 

' oi^TOi fkifruav %.v t<JS' (or ri 7') Stpavov ireAoi. 

oS0is ^ir£iTa airapydvri 'KOfiliero. 
The archetype must have been hard to decipher, for the MS. gives 
oi4>eiirnrtt<rairirapyai>7iirKelCero. Fortunately, it records also an ex- 
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that nourished me, and mingled then the kind milk with a 
curd of blood, while she for terror shrieked aloud at the 
event, — it needs must be that as she nurtured the pro- 
digious portent, she must die by violence ; and I, according 
to the telling of the dream, must turn to serpent and must 
slay her. 

Cho. I choose your divination in the matter ; so may it 560 
be ! Expound now to your friends their parts, bidding 
these do, and those forbear from doing.^ 

Or. It is simple telling : — she must go within ; and 
these women here I charge conceal my covenant ; ^ that as 
by guile they slew a man of rank, by guile they may be 
also taken and perish in the self-same snare, even as was 
•declared by Loxias, the Lord Apollo, a prophet never found 
untruthful hitheSo. 

In the guise of a strange traveller, with the complete gear, 
I shall come to the court-gate with this man, Pylades, both 
traveller-cousin and spear-cousin ^ to the house. And we 560 

planation of the verb, im/tfXelas ^IioBto. This was the phrase 
regularly used by the grammarians {Class. Rev. 1900, p. 195) to 
explain the words KBp.iiv and Ko/ii^eiv, 'to tend with care,' as a nurse 
does, or a gardener or a groom, tratSoKS/ios, fpvnjKSfioSi liriroKifios, 
The reading a-n-ap-ydrtj 'xofilCero accounts both for the schol. and for 
the strange spelling Aeffero, which is simply fiifero misread. Ample 
support for the form trirapydi'Ti will be found in Lobeck Prolegomena, 
p. 1 75. There were, it is true, a few other words of similar meaning 
which were occasionally explained by the same formula, but none 
could with any sort of probability be read here. Innumerable words 
have been conjectured in ignorance, or in defiance, of the schol., but 
not one of them could possibly have been explained by ^iri/ieXefot 
^liovTo: Bamberger's hvkI^sto, for instance ('was lodged'), never 
was or could have been explained so, because it never had that 
meaning. 

■^ Tohs fJ.^y Tt irotG^y. 

^ ttiva 5^ Kp^TTTfiv rditrSe ffvvBiiKOLS ifuis : see v. 579* 

' ' Sopi^eyos sinistram ambiguitatem habere videtur,' Weil. 
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shall utter, both of us, the language of Parnassus, imitating 
the accent of the Phocian tongue. 

Say then that no door-keeper is like to admit us with 
a cheerful welcome, by reason that the house is sheer 
possessed by devilry : then we shall wait, so as to cause one 
that passes by the house to make conjecture and say thus : 
' Wherefore doth ^gisthus have his door shut against the 
petitioner, if he is not abroad but here at home and 
knows?' 

Let me, however, but once cross the threshold of the 
court and find that villain sitting in my father's throne, — 570 
or if he come, and thereupon before me face to face raise — 
oh, I warrant you that he shall presently cast down — his 
eyes : ^ ere ever he can say What countryman ? upon my 
nimble iron I will spit the man and lay him dead. And 
the Avenging Spirit, that hath had no stint of slaughter, 
shall for her third and crowning draught drink blood 
unmixed ! 

Now, then, your part [to Electra] must be to keep good 
watch within the house, that all may come off pat exactly ; 
and you [to the women'] I charge to keep a discreet tongue 
— silence where requisite and words in season. For what 580 
remains, I call on this man ^ to come hither and be witness, 
directing to success my contest of the sword. 

Cho. Many are the strange and woeful terrors bred of 
the earth, and the embraces of the ocean teem with baleful 
monsters ; hurtful also are the meteor-torches that hang in 
the mid-space to things that fly and things that walk 

^ ^ Kal lioXiit' iireiri /iot Karii arifJ-ii, 
apil^-ffiij)' ia-St, Kol kot' o^floA/nois j8oA.6t — 
Cf. Jlom. h. Dem. 194, h. Aphr. 137, Eur. fr. 410. 3, Achill, Tat, 
vi. 6 hiavtvaaaa jiMphv, av0is Toiis o<p6a\ii.obs KuTc'jSoXei'. 

" Pylades, who is thus assigned his part, which he performs at v. 899, 
Cf. Eur. Or, 1236, where Pylades says ityfidfirii/ S' iydi (l^ovs. 
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upon the ground : consider also the fury of tempestuous 690 
hurricanes.^ 

But who shall tell the overbold audacity of man's high 
spirit, anci in women desperate of mind the daring criminal 
^passions linked with human ruin ? Wedded unions, among 
mankind and beasts alike, are violently perverted by unholy ^ 600 
female-mastering desire. 

Whoso is not light of wit ^ may know this when instructed 
of the foreknown plot which Thestius' wretched daughter^ 
the child-murderess, devised — the plot of fire-kindling, when 
she burned the ruddy brand that dated with her son's age 
from the hour that he first cried on coming from his 
mother's womb, and kept proportion with him throughout 
life until the day ordained by fate. 610 

^ •ir6vTial t' ayKa\eA KvtaSii\uy 

avTaiuy 0pioviri ' fi\airTov(ri Kal irtSalxf^'Ot 

Ka/iirdScs iriSdopoi 

TTTavd T€ Kol ireSofidfiova ' Kayefioet/ruy 

alyiSay ^piacu Kirov. 
This supposes that ir\ii$ovin was a gloss on Ppioviri, as in Soph, 
O. C. 10. ave/ioevTay used as a feminine has parallels enough, but we 
might read rrrarci te Kal TreSofid/ioya K&vc/uiet'T' tiv alyiSay (ppaffai 
Kirov, ' both things that fly and things that walk upon the ground can 
tell also the tempestuous rage of hurricanes.' And there are other 
possibilities too many to discuss. Kaniriits or KaiivaSiai were a kind 
of meteor very often mentioned, and by ancient meteorologists all 
such phenomena were regarded as dangerous and harmful; see e.g. 
Manilius i. 809-903, who gives various theories of their generation. 
P\a.arovat, therefore, ' are born in the mid-iegion,' would not in itself 
be meaningless. 

' Itireparos, or iiirepuiros, ' reckless.* 

^ iffrot 5', Hffris ovx ^iriirnpos fppovriiriv : as iiriirrepos commonly 
means 'flighty,' kov^os {e.g. Themist. 220 c, Eubulus in Ath. 562c), 
this would appear to mean the same as the phrase rovri ris <j>poyay 
laro) in Soph. Aj. 416 ; but Mr Tucker's interpretation may be right, 
' " let him who is not fledged with thought know this," i.e. let any one, 
whose apprehension (reflection or experience) is not ready (to supply in- 
stances) perceive the truth by taking as his lesson .the crime of Althaea.' 
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And there is another one in legend to be held abominable, 
a murderess daughter,^ who at the instance of enemies 
destroyed the life of a man near to her and dear, when 
yielding to the temptation of a golden carcanet of Cretan 
work, the gift of Minos,* she reft the hair of immortality 
from Nisus' head while he drew his breath — ah ! the 
dog'a heart of her ! ' — ^unguardedly in sleep ; and Hermes 620 
overtook him. 

And since I have made mention of heartless deeds of 
cruelty 

Another Voice, interrupting. But not to the purpose ! 
A loathsome couplement, abominable to the house, and 
plots devised by wedded woman's cunning against man and 
soldier, against wedded man — do you regard such things 
with honour and approval, in a way befitting enemies? 
My admiration is for a domestic hearth unfired to wicked- , 
ness, a spirit womanly and unaudacious ! * 

' The exact reading in place of the MS. 

iiWaS-li rw' if Arfyoij (TTvyiiy 

is unceitain. I have adopted here 

t.\Kav 8' iariv iv K6yois iTTvyetv, 
^otviav K6pav, 
taking &\\av S'.Majiy from Hermann (Weil prefers £\Aai' S' ^v tiv,') 
and with Merkel ejecting SxiWav as a gloss and replacii^ it by xipar. 
The rhythnf ixiWav give^- is most improbable, and it is a particular 
advantage here that the relatioiiship should be stated. 

"JThe usual story said that it was &om love of Minos, but ^schylus 
has a design in making her motive, as well as her relationship to her 
victim, different from Clytemnestra's. 
^ So Tucker well translates a icvvi^pav. 

* iirii S' iveiivatrdiiTiy a/teiTlfx'"' 
wSyuv,—— 

^Axalpas Se' SvtrtfuKhs yaff^ — 
Ktv/t' ojrewxeTov Si/iois 
yvratKoPoi\ovs tc fi'liTiSas (ppifiiy 
iv' iivSpl Ttvxia<t>ipyi 
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First Voice, resuming. But among all crimes in history 
the Lemnian stands in the chief place : — .... abomin- 61 
able .... a theme for lamentation ; ^ and again the 
horrible thing men liken to the 'Lemnian calamity' : through 
sin abhorred by God, the race of them is cast out with 
degradation and dishonour from mankind ; for there is no 
one that ^regards with admiration and approval' what is 
loathsome in the sight of heaven. J What instance is there 
here that I adduce ' impertinently ' ? ^ 

But there is a keen and piercing sword that by the act 
of Justice strikes through and stabs close to the vitals 
him that doeth what is unlawful, leaving God's reverence 

«r' av^pij Sijots ^ireiKOTUs (relets ; 

riot 5* aOepfiavroy effTiaf 56fiav, 

yvvaiiceiav &TO\fioy aixf^iiy* 
Lucian Nigrin. l8 rb ^ovnbv olKovpety ei\6fjLijy xal fiiov Ttva Touroy 

' yvvaiK^Sij Kol &TO\iJiov' toIs iroWols SoKovyra vporiOefievos 

Or yvyaiKdoai iroXiio alxi^^y (Schone), 'n hearth free from bold 
impetuousness in woman.' 

An interrupting voice, with the alteration of (r40as to ae^fis, gives, I 
believe, the solution of this very difi&cult passage. The first voice had 
set out to illustrate the theme by examples in which the motives and 
the relationships were artfully differentiated from Clytemnestra's, in- 
tending them as steps in a climax leading to the worst, the Lemnian 
crime, which really corresponds to hers in both respects. But some 
one present does not understand this, and impatiently breaks in with 
a petulant complaint that the examples do not fit the case : ' The 
murder of a husband by an adulterous wife — do you then admire that 
and approve it, that you pass it over ? ' aefiets and riw are answered by 
itTifieodey and trejSec yhp oUris, and rl t&vS' oujc ^v^kus iiyilptu ; is the 
final and triumphant retort to wcaipas Se. See Class. Reu. igoo, 
p. 196, and my note on Supp, 88 sqq., where a passage equally un- 
intelligible is solved by the same remedy. 

' What to read for •yoarat S^ SJ) iro9Ji KardTrrva-roy is uncertain." 
If SiiiroBiv was used, as Hesychius says, like S^irov or S'ftirovBey, 
' I presume ' would suit the ironical tone of this retort. 

Philostratus Heroica 325 = 740 says that an annual ceremony of 
purification for this crime was held at Lemnos. 
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wholly trampled under foot and turning aside unto ini- 
quity.i 640 

The foundation of Justice is (being) planted firm, and a ^ 
weapon forged for her betimes by Fate, her armourer : to 
pay for the pollution of blood shed of old, a Child ^ is 
introduced into the house in time by the renowned and 
deep-designing fiend Erinys. 

(Orestes and Pylades before the palace.) 

Or. Boy, boy ! Hear my knocking at the court-door ! — 
Who's within there, boy ? — Boy, once more, who's within ? ^ 650 
This is the third time I call for some step to issue from the 
house, if it is permitted by ^gisthus to give hospitality. 

Doorkeeper. All right; I hear: what countryman, and 
whence ? 

Or. Announce me to the masters of the house, for it is 
to them I come and bring intelligence: and make haste, 

iiavraiav o|i)irei;Kej oiirq 

iiai Alxas, rh /lii O^/us, 

Xe^l ireSot iraroiftevov 

rh vav i^ihs 

ireBas irapexpdvr' 4s oi Befitffrd. 
as Antkol. xvi. 243 ^j» B4 irapeKPairis ei & i^h 9enis. A scribe, mis- 
taking irapiKB&vns for one word, supposed that oh Sc/ua-rd was 
adverbial; hence, as often, it was altered to the form in -as. 

Traroi/ierov, if sound, is to be taken, as I have taken it, with irefias : 
but raroviKyas agreeing with AUas may be right. 
^ riitvov 8' iTeia^epct Si/iois 

at/jbdrav ira\airepajv 

rivety fiiaos. 
New Murder begotten by the old to be its penalty : compare 799-801, 
Agam. 760-766, 385 iKrlvova' ctroXfi'liroiv api], and 15 12 "Aptis iiicas 
trdxv^ KovpoPSpt^ irape^ei, 

'tis evSoy, S iraT; — iroT, nd\' oZ, rls iv SS/iois ; Schwerdt's 
correction of vat /jiJx' aSBis iv SS/iois. Cf. 875, Ag-am. 1344, Eur. 
Phoen, 1340-2, Hdt. v. 76. 
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for the dark chariot of Night is coming on apace, and it is 
time for travellers to slip anchor in some house of common 
entertainment. Let some one of authority come forth — 
a woman . . . .^ seemlier it should be a man, for then in 660 
conversation shame does not cause language to be veiled ; 
man speaks to man with boldness, and gives plain indication 
of his meaning. 

(Clytemnestra appears at the door, with Electra 
in attendance.^) 

Clyt. Sirs, you will speak your wishes j at your service" 
here is all such entertainment as befits this house, — warm 
baths and labour-soothing couch, and the presence of true' 
eyes about you. But if you have business of graver counsel 
to despatch, that is man's affair, and to man we will 
impart it. 

Or. I am a foreigner, a Daulian from Phocis ; and as I 670 
was going on business of my own with my own pack to 
Argos, where my unharnessed feet have reached their 
destination,^ a man strange to me, as I to him, fell in with 
me, inquired my road, and told me his — one Strophius a 
Phocian, as I learned in course of talk — and said to me, 
' Since, friend, you are wending anyhow to Argos, be sure 
by all means to remember and inform his parents that 
Orestes is dead; on no account forget. So whether his 
•friends' opinion decide to bring him home, or to bury him 
in a strange land as an alien denizen for evermore, convey 680 
these charges back again. Meanwhile the round sides of a 

^ yw^ TSirapxocr MS. 

* See the note on Electra's speech, v. 687. 

' Siairif StSp' InrtCiyriv jriSas, 
' accardmg as I have reached my destination here,' or ' according as I 
had quitted for my destination hither.' 
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brazen urn enclose the ashes of a man right well bewept.' 
That is the message I was told. Whether I am speaking to 
those in authority and the family whom it concerns I do 
not know ; but his parent ought to be aware. 

El.^ Ah me, we are taken ruthlessly by storm and 
spoiled! 2 O thou invincible Curse of this sad House, 
how wide thy vision ranges ! Even what is well be- 
stowed ^ out of the way thou bringest down with thy ( 
well-aimed arrows from afar, and strippest me of friends, 
urihappiest me ! 

Orestes now — for he was, as he imagined, prudently 
keeping his foot safe out of the mire of ruin — now that 
Hope, which once the House had for a mediciner of the 
accursed carnival, might have been registered upon the roll 
as Present ! * 

iThis speech, which nearly all modern editors assign to Clytem- 
nestra, must, as I have shown in the Classical Review, 1903, p. 245, 
be spoken by Electra. There are thus three speaking characters upon 
the stage at once, Orestes, Clytemnestra, and Electra, as in a scene of 
tiie Eumeniiies, 569 sgg., Athena, Apollo, and Orestes, 

^ Reading ot 4yii kot' &Kpas vTjXeSs iropBointSa, a conjecture by 
M. Schmidt. NHAeoiC in uncials might quite well look like Nn&cwc 
We require an adverb with some such meaning, or at least an exclama- 
tory as : but it is improbable that iv Tratri was a gloss. The conjecture 
commonly adopted, kc(t' tixpas ftiras iis vopBoi/ieSa, is supposed to 
mean ' your message spells our utter ruin ' ; but this is wholly without 
parallel in Greek ; in that sense they said ir6pSii)aiv thas or iropBov- 
lUvovs : it could only mean ' you say how that we are destroyed ' : and 
Orestes does not say that. 

' ' Disposed ' or ' situated.' The punctuation of the sentence and 
the meaning of Kai in KaxiroSiiv are doubtful ; perhaps we should read 
T((|oii -irpiaaBw S' ebaxivois .... Class. Rev. igoo, p. 198. 
* Kol vvv 'Opearris — ^v yh,p ei/SoiiAws ^Xf 

efo) yo/iiCai' o\f0plov ir7)\oS ir6Sa — 

tivy S' jJTrep ^i> Si/ioia-i PaKXfias KOKf/j 

iarphs 4\Tris — fy irapovaav iy/pA^mv. 
These difficult lines are fviUy explained in Class. Rev. 1903, p. 245 sqq.. 
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Or. Well, I am sure, for my part, I could have wished, 
with entertainers in such happy state, that matter of good 
had been the occasion of my becoming known to them and 
entertained : where is there good-will greater than from 
guest toward host? Only, to my thought, it was 'like sin 700 
and wickedness^ to leave such an ofiSce of friendship un- 
fulfilled, after the pledge of my promise and the bond of 
hospitality. 

Clyt. Oh, you shall by no means receive less than your 
deserts : ^ another would have brought us the news equally, 
if you had not. — But it is time for travellers spending the day 
on a long journey to find tending suitable : — \To Electra] 
Conduct him to the chambers of men's entertainment, and 
this retinue and company, and there let them find tending 710 
for their bodies. And I warn you to perform this as you 
shall answer for it.* \Exit Electra with Orestes and 
Pylades.] We meanwhile will impart the matter to the 
master of the house, and, being in no lack of friends^ will 
take counsel together about this sad event. \Exit. 

Chorus. Well, loyal handmaids ! how long shall it be 
ere we show forth the strength of our voices for Orestes' 
triumph? — O sovereign earth, and sovereign mound that 
liest now upon the body of the royal admiral, now hearken, 720 
now lend aid ! The moment is ripe now for guileful 
Persuasion to bring her help into the lists, and for Hermes 

where the restoration of them is, I think, completed. The reiterated 
Ifv designedly enables Electra to imply that Orestes is no more, without 
asserting it expressly. 

^ irpii Si/irircjSctas S' . . . . It would in truth have been a sin — 
against Apollo. All the speech consists of these ambiguous ironies. 

^ oiToi Kvp^crcis fiLiiav a\{aiv (Tf'fleK, i.e. ovTOt jueioi/ ^ to SJirf aov e{£is. 
Messengers were rewarded according to the nature of the news they 
brought : Class, Sev. 1902, p. 60. 

^ By treating her as a slave, Clytemnestia thus plays into Electra's 
hands. 
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of the earth and him of the night to be spectator at this 
contest of the deadly sword ! ^ 

\Enter Orestes' Nurse.) 

Our traveller, it seems, is working mischief: — yonder I 
see Orestes' nurse all in tears. — Whither stepping, Cilissa, 
in the palace-gate, with grief for unhired company ? 

Nurse.. The mistress bids summon ^gisthus for the 730 
strangers as quick as may qe, that he may come and learn 
more certainly, as man from man, this piece of news — with 
eyes of assumed sadness beibire the servants, and within 
them masking laughter^ at a piece of work done excellently 
well for her, — but miserable ill work for the house it is that 
comes of the message these strangers have so plainly told. 
Oh, I warrant, Ms heart will be gladdened when he hears 
the tale. O woe is me ! All that past minglement of heavy 740 
sorrows happening in this house of Atreus made my heart 
ache enough within my breast, but never yet did I endure 
a blow like this. All the other troubles I bore patiently ; 
but my beloved Orestes, that I spent my soul upon, that I 
took to nurse from his mother's womb — and all the many 
and the weary tasks caused me by loud summonings that 
set one stirring in the night ^ — all to no profit of my pains. 
Because a thing without sense must be tended, surely, like 

' vvv 7Cip kxni^ii Ileifli ioXiav 
^vyKaTaPrjyai, x^6viov S' Ep/4?i' 

^i<poSri\'liToi<riv ayaaiv. 
Class. Rev. 1903, p. 289. 

^ BiTOffKvBpairav ivrhs hniiiray yeKuy Kei6avi7a : Eur. Or. 461 riva 
trxiToy \ipa ■kpoadinr<f ; iroiov iiriirpotrSev ye^os e&imi ; 1311 (TKvBpianolis 
o/iiidTuy ejo! xipas Sis STJdey ovk eiSuia riitipyaatdya. Phom. 1338 
ffKvBpairhy iinjia. 

^ Kix yuKTiit\dyKTaiv. 
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a dumb beast, according to its humour.^ For it has no 760 
sfeech, a child still in its swaddling-clothes, to say what is 
the matter with it, hunger or thirst perchance or wanting to 
make water; and the infant belly waits for no assistance. 
These needs I would be a prophet to forecast, but many a 
time, I trow, being mistaken, would be laundress of its 
linen, so that fuller and nurse had work to the same end. 
With these two handicrafts it was that I received Orestes 
from his father's hands, and now, unhappy me ! I learn 
that he is dead. And I am on my way to the man who is 760 
the ruin of this house ; and glad he will be to hear these 
tidings. 

Cho. How then does she bid him come arrayed ? 

Nurse. What mean you by 'How'?^ Say it again to 
make me clear. 

Cho. I mean, whether with a guard or unattended ? 

Nurse. She bids him bring a retinue of speaEQJfiH' 

C?io. Now, do not you give that message to our hated 
master, but to come by himself, that he may hear without 
alarm, as soon as may be, with a merry heart.* 

Nurse. What! are you in sympathy with the present 770 
news? 

Cho. Well, suppose Zeus means at last to change the 
weather of our troubles ? * 

' Tf6ii^ <l>pir6s, if sound, can have no other meaning than ' by the 
state of its mind.' Compare Plat. He/. 493 A, Legg. 791 E, Xen. 
Mem. ii. 2. 5, Porph. de abst. iii. 5, Ar. Nub. 1380. 

^ ri ir&s ; But for the sound of it, the usual expression in this sense 
would have been tSs vas ; 

* iy 477EA.y yap Kvprhs opBovTcu \6yos, the proverbial line which 
follows, attributed elsewhere to Euripides, ' for in the mouth of a 
messenger a bent word is made straight,' I consider with Dr Verrall 
was only quoted here in illustration, Kvprhs, I believe with Weil, is the 
true reading for the variants Kwrrij and kpiivt6s. 

* Or the sentence may be interrupted: 'Well, if Zeus ever means to 



CHOEPHOROE 255 

Nurse. How ? Orestes, the Hope of the House, is gone. 

Cho, Not yet : it were an ill diviner that should read it 
so.^ 

Nurse. What do you mean ? Have you any information 
outside what has been told ? 

Cho. Go and take your message ; do as you are charged. 
The Gods attend to what they are concerned with. 

Nurse. Well, I will go and obey your counsel. With the 
gift of the Gods, may all turn to the best ! \Exit. 

Chorus. Now at my supplication, Zeus, Father of the 780 
Olympian Gods, grant that fortune may befall .... to 
them that long to see the rule of Soberness. Every syllable 
that I cry is voiced in righteousness : mayest thou up- 
hold it ! « 

Ah me ! And him within the palace advance, O Zeus, 
before his enemies ; for if thou exalt him, thou shalt at thy 
pleasure receive ^ twofold and threefold in return. 

Bethink thee how the young horse sired by a man dear to 790 
thee is harnessed in a chariot of distress : it is by imposition 
of measure in his running that the stride of steps winning 
to the goal may be seen preserving over this course an 
ordered pace.* 

change the weather of our troubles, (now is the moment to be hoped 
for).' 

' oifirai ■ Koxis 76 juivris %v yyoiri rdSe : cf. Eur. ffei. JlS MiveXaos 
oi(iro) oXxeraL. Not, as some render it, ' even an ill soothsayer could 
tell that,' which in Greek would be oSirai ' Khv Koxhs iiAvtis tu> yroli] 
To5e. If the line were all one sentence, we should have to read otfirai 
KaK6s ye idyrts (Eur. Heracl. 65) %.v yvoii\ tili, ' a good soothsayer 
would not divine that yet,' as Empedocles 350 ovk tiv i,yitp Toiavra 
tro<f))}s fppeffl fiavTeiffatTo. 

^ There is much uncertainty in the text here. 

° Or ' he will gladly pay thee.' 

* Read and punctuate : 

T(r6i S' avSphs (plKov TtciKov evy- 
tv iuy^vr' iv &pixaatv 
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And ye that within the house inhabit your wealth- 
gladdened cell,^ hearken, ye Deities that feel with us ! 
Redeem the blood of deeds done anciently with fresh 800 
requital ; let murder, being old, have offspring in the house 
no more ! ^ 

And thou that dwellest in thy great fair-builded cavern, 
grant .that we may happily engarland a man's house 
and that it may look forth from the veil of gloom with 
brightness, as the mien of freedom is, in eyes of 
friendliness ! ^ 

And let the son of Mala take part also, as is warrantable, 

TnHiArav ' iv Spi/Uf irpoffTiflsU 
fjArpov Tis hv fftfi^6fjLevov ^vOfihj/ 
SdireSov av tout' tBoi 
avonivav firniiTav 6peyiia. 
Class. Rev. 1900, p. 198. It is of vital moment that Orestes should 
remain cool (cf. v. 450, with my note); the Chorus therefore pray 
that Zeus will put the check upon him, keep him under control, not 
allow him to get out of hand and go too &st, fiiif xat ardicTus ifiiptaBai. 
Othello, iv. I : 

' 0th. Dost thou hear, lago ? 

I will be found most cunning in rhy patience ; 
But — dost .thou hear ? — most bloody. 

lago. That's not amiss ; 

But yet keep time in all.' 
ScE^eSoi/ kv {i.e. ava) tovto as Sc^ttcSov h.v rSSe, Find. /Jem, vii. 83, 
oi/i SdireSov, Eur. Or. 330, i/i ireSoy and a/i ireiioy often. 
' The 9io\ /iixioi. 

^ rh Sk icaKtos ktI/HiGvov & /i€ya vaiay 

Kal viv iKevBspius 

XafLirphy ISeTv ^i\iots 

Sniiaffiv 4ic Bro^ifpas Kaxivrpas. 
See Class. Rev. 1900, p. 198. iXaieepias means liberalis, 'like an 
i\ei0epos,' as Soi\tas means servilis, and <t>i\ios 'like a <t)i\os,' and 
the adverb has its proper meanii^ here ; see e.g. Theognis 535-8, 
Liban. iv. 581. 7. 
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since he is most penetrating, and will make much manifest 810 
when so he chooses j but when uttering an obscure speech, 
he brings darkness before the eyes by night, and in the 
daytime is not a whit more plain.^ 

And then at last .... upon deliverance of the house 
with wind set fair in women's accents we shall vent the 
.... -toned wizards' strain: The vessel speeds •! Hereby Z'2a 

^ This passage, which has been much corrapted by glosses, I would 
read as follows : 

|u\A(i/3ot S' iviUas (or S' hv ivSUas) 

trais 6 Modas, ^n-el TOpt&raTOS, 

voA^cC t' i,ii,(pai'eT BiKav' 

fiffKovov S' eiros \4yteVf 

viKT^ Ai't' o/i/idTuv (rKirov ^epet 

Kofl' fi/ifpav t' ovSev l/i^ovEffTepos. 
Trpa^iy ovpiav, which is metrically superfluous, I take to be part of a 
gloss in explanation of the reading 4irt4>opiiTaTos. Upon that there is 
a schol. : Sis iirl hvifuov eTttci'. i,vT\ toS 6 XoyiK^aros. It is hard to 
see how the last part could have been written if the text before the 
writer had been iwKpop^aTos vpa^iv ovpiav. Hermes is here invoked 
in virtue of his recognised qualities ; and ^op^aros would represent 
him as a wafting wind. But this was no epithet or attribute of his. 
Dr Roscher has indeed a theory that Hermes was originally a Wind- 
God ; but no Greek writer anywhere betrays the least suspicion of. it. 
Zeus is aHpios (Supp. 602) ; Hermes might be called ^paS^To-Tos or 
irofiidToTos : certainly ToptiiTOTOs, which includes the notions piercing, 
fenctrating, lucid, clear, perspicuous, and perspicacious, the audience 
would have recognised at once, for it is appropriate to him on many 
accounts, as Herald or Crier, as Messenger {Suppl. 942), as Interpreter 
{Agam. 621, 1046), and as \6yios generally. His epithet SiaKTopos 
was by many held to mean Sidropos : and when in the ancient ' Homeric ' 
Hymn to Hermes the words used of his boring out the tortoise are 
42 f^iTipTia-e, 119 Siarop'fiiras, and of his boring through a house 
178 iuiTiTopiiffuv, 283 laiTiropotyTa, I suspect these are allusions to his 
quality of Topds. 

One scholiast's mote, eeXuv jeaWa upvirri eiplaKti, shows, as Mr 
Tucker has pointed out, that instead of &/i^avei there was a variant 
&\^A»ti, ' makes many gains.' 

17 



^ 
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is harm removed from those I love, and my own gain, my 
own, increased withal} 

Thou, with a good courage, when the turn of action 
comes, overbearing her piteous cry of Child with Father, 1 
carry to the end a deed of slaughter unreprovable.^ I^ 

And taking within thy breast the heart of Perseus, for thy 83<l 
friends below the earth and those above it working joy .... 
within the house make bloody slaughter, but destroy the ; 
guilty cause . . . ? 

' Kol Tifr' ifin '~' — 

.... KpeKTOV yo^av v6futv fiedifffefiev' 
' irXei rdS' el' 

llihv i/ihy KepSos at^trai r6S', Ura 8* 
&iroffTaTei <l>iK(ov, 
The point of this is that ■y6iiTes, conjurers or wizards, while delivering 
others from distress, were notorious at the same time for an eye to 
their own pockets (Kepios) : hence the slaves, looking for their own 
advantage too, anticipate for themselves ' the wizards' strain.' Class. 
Rev. igo2, p. 60, where add Soph. Ant. 1047, Eur. Bacch, 250, 
Plat. Legg. 909 B, Paroemiogr. i. p. 228 Leutsch, Thesaur. s.v. 
iiyipTTis. 

itXoStoi' in the MS. is an error for an adjective {KKvrhy, 'loud,' , 
Bamberger), and iiiovKpeKrhy a corruption of some compound. 
^ (tJi S« BapaSiv, STay ^icp itepos epyay, 
iiraia'as varphs aiiS&v 

Bpeo/ievif ' riKvov' iripaiv' , 

hvivifiofn^ov &Tav. 
Soph. T^ach. 1034 liveirl<t>9oyor itpvaov ^yx'"'- 
^ Xlepveus r' iy ^piiT\v 
KapSlav .... 0'XE0^i' 
' Tois 6' inrh x^oyhs ^i\ot5 

rots t' iyoaOev irpoirpdff(ray 

X'P" 

eyio6iy 

^iyioy Utray ti66i(i), rhy alrioy S' ^f- 
a-TTOWv .... 
In the second line two syllables are wanting. The usual word in this 
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{Enter ^Egisthus.) 

jEgisthus. I am come — not without summons but in 
answer to a message. News, I understand, is brought by 
certain strangers who have come, news of no pleasaflt sort. 
Orestes' death, — that also laid upon the shoulders of the 840 
House would be a burden causing blood to break out fresh, 
when they are galled and sore already with its former 
bloodshed . . . ?■ How can I suppose this true and 
manifest ? Is it but women's terrified reports leaping like 
sparks into the air about his death when he is not dead 
after allr? ^ Have you anything to tell about it that would 
make it plain to reason ? 

Cho. We heard a story; but you had better go within 
and find out from the strangers. Force of a messenger is 



phrase is ixav, sometimes XajSdii' : if ^schylus used axii<>>v, I suspect 
it was to lei^then a short syllable preceding, as in S76. Weil has 
conjectured xapSidy ffxeSpar tx""! 'with the stout heart of Perseus.' 
xiptTos ipyas, as I have shown in Class. Rev., Oct. 1905, are alter- 
native interpretations of x<^P" '• ^'^^ if Xvirpas is a mistake for Kvypas, 
there is ^ a word missing, ' working . . , . pi melancholy joy ' ; but 
the original may possibly have been irpowpda-ffay X'«Pf'» J^vrriplas, 
'working joy for deliverance.' 

In the last line Mr Tucker conjectures rhv atrioy S' ifariwvf aripov, 
' utterly destroy the germ of guilt.' 

' li6pov S' 'OpecTOv, Kal t6S' &/i(/>cpfiv Si/tois 
yevotr^ tiv &x^os aifiaTotrTayes tp6vip 
Tfi wp6<r6iv iKxaivoviri Kal SiSijy/ievois. 
as ri\Kuffas oIkovs in Eur. Supp. 225. laratpiptiv (cf, avd(j>opov, 
aviu/iopeis) is ' to lay upon the shoulders,' literally or metaphorically. 
Whether it means here ' to lay upon the shoulders of the House ' or 
' for the House to take upon its shoulders ' ^schylus himself, perhaps, 
could hardly have pronounced. 

^ \6yoi flyp'o-Koyros fuirT^v, as the schol. seems to have read : cf. Soph. 
■S'- 59i 63. 1217. 1298, 1360, Eur. Hel. 1049, 1051, 1573. 
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as nothing compared with going and inquiring about it on 
/the spot oneself.^ 

^g. I wish to see the messenger and examine him again, 860 
whether he was near in presence at the death himself, or 
only says what he has heard from a vague rumour. My 
mind's eyes are open, and shall never be deceived by him. 

[Exit, 

Cho. Zeus, Zeus, what shall I say, where shall I begin 
with prayers and invocations ? How in my loyal zeal can I 
attain expression adequate ? For now is the moment when 
the piercing edges ^ of man-slaying cleavers stained are, 
either to make ruin of the House of ii^amemnon utterly, 860! 
or else with fire and light ablaze for freedom shall 
<a Man> have both the governance of the country 
<and his own estate again >,^ the great possession of his 
fathers.. For such a stake, sole adversary against two, 
Orestes the heroic* is about to wrestle : may it be to triumph! 

' ohh'kv ci77e\ai' (rBevos 
&s ahr6ff aitrhif livSpa ireidetrOai irept 
Conington ioi airhir. 

'^ irnpal (cf. cbpal, C^ipi, ffeipd, BepiiaiTTpd), or Ttitpat, essays,' 
' attacks.' 

' tl irvp Ko! (pas ^t' l\ev9fplif 
Salav &pxds T6 •KoKiffffovift.ovs 
<Koi StSyttar' (or xp^/"""') 4i'J)p> 
ejei, irorepau' /iffav li\Pov. 
There are three reasons for this supplement: (i) the nngrammatical 
T6 ; (2) to omit mention of the House, around which everything centres, 
would, be hardly possible ; (3) there is no subject to the verb. Supply- 
ing this with aviip, we have an example of a rhetorical artifice which I 
have called attention to in C/ass. Sev. 1900, p. 12 ; first comes a vs^e 
description, the proper name being deferred until the second clause, 
where it comes with telling emphasis. It is firequent in Pindar and 
Bacchylides, and Tragic examples may be seen in Cho. 614, Agam. 
105-110, 2IO, Supp. 542-549, Soph. O.C. 675, Eur. Ionin6, Shfs. 
909-918. 

li6vos iiy itpeipoi Sta<ro!s Stios 'Opitrrris : it was characteristic of the 



CHOEPHOROE 26 1 

{A shriek and groans are heard within from ^gisthus.) 

Cho. Hush, hush ! How has the day gone within ? Let 870 
us stand aside while the affair is being settled, that we may ». 
appear to be innocent of this trouble ; for the issue of the ^ 
battle has by this been sealed. 

(Enter a Servant^ 

Servant. O woe is me, utter woe, my master . . . .^ 
O woe is me again for the third time ! ^gisthus is no more, l^ 
Come, open quick, unbar the women's gate ! And a right 
lusty man it needs — though not indeed to help the dead,^ l_ 
of course. Ho there ! Oho ! — I shout to the deaf, and 880 
spend my voice to no effect on idle sleepers. Where has 
Clytemnestra gone ? What is she doing? Her own neck 
now is like to fall beside the block beneath the stroke of 
Justice.* i 

{Enter Clytemnestra.) 

Clyt. What is the matter ? What is this clamour you are 
raising? 

Servant. It means that the dead are slaying the live. 

Heroes to whom Orestes is compared (see note on v. 163) that they 
performed their exploits travelling alone, without allies, 2S(oi, )i6voi 
&veu (TTpaTiast Heracles, the 9ii!is ariip, Find. j!^em. 3. 24 (and 
Peleus rivalling him, v. 34), Megaclides in Ath. 512 f., Dio Chrys. 
I. 64, Arr. Epictet. iii. 26 ; his emulator Theseus, Bacchyl. xviii. 35, 
Xen. Cyneg. i. 10 ; Perseus, Lucian i. 322." 

^ reAov/xfyov was probably repeated by ipistake from v. 87 1 instead, 
e.g., of TreirKiiyniyov (Schuetz). 

3 oix iis S' aprj^at MS., ovx 5s 7' aprj^ai Wecklein. 
^ eoiKe vvv avrris eiri^'fiyov ireXas 
aiixijv TTiffittfSat, 
Abresch's emendation of M ^vpov, which is quite impossible. 
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Clyt. O me ! I read the purport of the riddling phrase : 
by guile we are to perish even as we slew. Quick, give 
me a man-axe ! ^ Let us see whether victory is with us or 
against us; for that is the point I have come to in this 890 
trouble. 

{Enter Orestes.) 

Or. Ah, it is you that I am seeking : the man there 
has got enough already. 

-t/c/. O my most beloved .^gisthus, art thou dead ? 
^ Or. Thou lovest the man? Very well, thou shalt lie 
in the same grave ; and when he is dead, thou shalt never 
then betray him. 

, Clyt. F orbear, my son , and show reverence to this breast,- 
whereat so ' often slumbering the while thou hast ' sucked 
with thy toothless gums the nurturing milk. 

■J Or. Pylades, what shall I do? Shall reverence make me 
spare my mother's life ? 

Pylades. What becomes then of Loxias' prophecies in 
future ? and of faithful covenants ? Let all the world be 900 
your enemies rather than the Qnds.) ^ 

' Or. I judge your counsel better ; you exhort me well. — 
Come with me; I mean to slay thee beside that very man,' 
for while he was alive you held him a better than my 
father. Sleep with him, then, in death ; because that is the 
man you love, and him that should have been your love, 
you hate. 

~^Clyt. I gave thee nurture, and would spend my old age 
with thee. 

' h.vif<tK\i.rtra veKeKW may mean either ' man-tiring ' {iu/Spax9ri) or 
' man-slaying.' 

" ix^po^s ^yoO is merely a sjmonym, as elsewhere {e.^. Philoct. 1323), 
of the usual phrase ix^P'^^ v6iu^e, inimicos habe. 

' titov' irap' airbv riJi'Se at a<^i\M iiXw Herwerden. 
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Or. My father's murderess, and share my home ? "" 
y Clyt. It ^was Fate, my child, partly, that was the cause 
bfthat. 

Or. Thenit _was Fate that brought j his do om a bout. 910 

Clyt. Hast thou no awe, my child, of parent's curses ? 

Or. You were my parent and cast me out into misery. ^ 

Clyt. It was not ' casting out ' to send you to the house 
of a spear-cousin ! 

Or. I was foully sold, being the son of a free father.^ ' 

Clyt. Where then is the price that I received for you ? 

Or. Shame forbids me to reproach you with that plainly. 

Clyt. Nay, but speak likewise of your father's wanton- 
nesses ! 

Or. It is not for you, sitting quietly within, to blame the 
toiler. 

Clyt. It is pain, my child, for women to be kept from I 
man. 

Or. Ay, but it is the man's labour that maintains them 920 
sitting within doors. 
"^Clyt. You mean, it seems, my child, to kill your mother. 

Or. It is thou, not I, that will be the killer of thyself. 

Clyt. Look to it ! Beware the hounds of a mother's fury. 

' oXxas iirpiBtir, i>v e\iv6epou irarpis. The MS. , by an absurd error, 
has the grammarians' word iix&s {Class. Rev. 1902, p. 354). The 
right word, alxms, was suggested by Bothe, but the force of it has not 
been appreciated. To be sold would be no disgrace (oiSec aeiices) to 
the slave-bom ; but for a man born free it was aUta, a foul outrs^e and 
indignity : 

' To be a queen in bondage is more vile 

Than is a slave in base servility ; 

For princes should be free.' 
Compare with the sentence Eur. £[ec. 418 SoiKri Oavov/tai, irarphs ow 
i\ev94pov, Hel. 274 ZoiKii KaJBiffTiiK' , o3<r' iKivSdpav Siro, St. 203 
li4\eos (Orestes) aKaiyaiv votI BT\aaa,v iariav, toC kXeikov Trarpii ixipis : 
and for the sense of alicas, Solon Sov\lny afixea, P. V. 97, 190, Soph, 
El. 103, 191, 206, 486, Agam. 1519 Kotrai' aviXiiiipov. 
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\ Or. And how shaU I escape my father's, if I leave this 
task undone ? 

Clyt. It seems my pleading is as vain as wailing to a 
tomb. 

Or. Ay, for my father's fate determines that doom for 
thee.i 

Clyt. Ah me, it was a serpent that I nourished when I 
bore this son. 

Or. Ah, the dream-terror was indeed a prophet ! — Thou 
slewest whom thou shouldst not, and thou must suffer what 
should not be. [He takes Clytemnestra within. 

Cho. Even for these I sigh, their tw ofold suf fering ; but 930 
since sore-tried Orestes hath attained the crown ana~^ummit 
of so many acts of bloodshed, we would rather have it so, 
that the eye of the whole House should not sink and 
perish utterly. 

Unto the sons of Priam justice came at last in heavy 
retribution, and so unto the house of Agamemnon there 
came a twofold lion, twofold war : to the utmost stretch 
the exile warned at Pytho held on his career," well sped 
by guidance from above. 940 

Raise ho ! the jubilant shout for the escaping of our 
master's house from trouble and the wasting of its substance 
by a pair of unclean sinners, from a hard and toilsome 
road! 

Came also he* whose part is guileful retribution by 
clandestine fight, and in the battle touch was laid upon the 

^ Trarpbs 7ap aiaa rivSf o-oi dpt^cL n6pov. This was the usual word 
for fixing a penalty ; e.g. Heliod. ix, 21 rlva traorQ rtnaplau 
6pi(iis ; — Written in contracted form, (rot 6pt(ft would be ir^p(fe» or 
<ra>pi((i,. as &pyiSoK\4irTai in Herodas vi, 102 {Class. Rett. 1903, 
p. 248). 

* Class. Rev. 1900, p. 198. 

' Hermes i6\ios, patron of deceitful enterprises, v. 80S, Soph. El' 
139s, Philoct. 133, Rhesus 216, ^neas Tact. c. 24. 
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hand by Zeus' own true-begotten daughter — Dike} with 
happy hit, we mortals call her name — breathing-ttte wrath 950 
of destruction on her enemies. 

The remedy proclaimed by Loxias on Parnassus, where 
he possesseth his great earthen shrine, proceeds without fail 
against the mischief become chronic in the house.^ Pivinity 
is ever somehow master, to avoid subservience to (the) evil ; '— " 
we should do homage to the rule of Heaven.* 

The light is here in- view : and a great curb hath been 
removed from the household.* Come, arise up, O ye halls ! 960 
Too long a while have ye been lying prostrate on the 
ground . . . .® 

But soon shall Time made p)erfect pass through the portals 
of the house, when it hath expelled all defilement from the 

' Meanii^, as I understand it, that Justice sanctified Orestes' hand :V 
divinities are often said to confer by their touch the, qualities they 
represent ; and compare a vase-painting thus described by Jebb Ehctra 
p. xiv. : ' The scene is in the tempi* at Delphi. Apollo, laurel-crowned, 
is sittii^ on the omphalos ; in his left hand is a lyre ; with the stem of 
a laurel-branch, held in his right, he- is touching the sheathed sword of 
Oiestes ; he thus consecrates it to the work of retribution.' 
^ Tt^irep b Aa^ias i XlapviffffioSf 
fieyav ^x**' M^'X^'' x^^^^^t iiropdia^- 
cv aS6\a>s Si/iois 

PKdffay efxpoviirBitffav iirolx^Tat. 
Both ai6\as and 56/1.015 (which I write for the MS. So\ias) may be 
taken with ivopBla^iy equally. 

' KpaTei Toiy T^ 0eTov aUl, rh fjL^ 
iTtovpyttv KaKois' 
(S|iii) S' oipavovxov apx^v ae^fiv. 
Class. Sev. 1901, p. 396. The text has suffered from a paraphrasing 
scholiast, and I am not sure that virovpyitv has not been substituted for 
another word, irajs (as in Sapp. 107) is ' by some means manages, 
contrives to ' ; it was written was here and misunderstood, as in Ar. 
Plut. 246. 
* Readily oikeW (from oikciSs), with Rossbach and Sidgwick. 
° A final dochmiac is missing. 
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hearth by cleansing purgatives of hurtful mischief; and, 
with event lying in fair aspect altogether to the eyes of them 
that mourn, the alien dwellers in the house shall fall again ! 

The light is here in view, etc. 

Or. Behold this pair, usurping tyrants of the country and 970 
father-murdering plunderers of my house. Stately they were 
once, while they sat upon their thrones, and loving even now, 
as one may read (by) their condition ; and their oath abides 

^ TOX« 8^ itmirtK^s xpivos inflffitrai 

trpiSvpa Stufi^raVf airav a^' effrlas 

3t' ^Kaffrf fivffos 

KadapfioTtriv arav eKarijpiois' 

Ti5;^a 5* svirpoa'uyjroKolr(} rh trav 

ISeiv Bpeofieyois 

/lerotKot S6fjLav ireffovyTai iFd\tv. 
The neromoi Si/iar are the bodyguard (Agam. 1650 and note) and 
retinue surrounding the usurping tyrants. These, the Chorus hope, 
will presently be seen lying low, KilaovTU irtaivm (see Class. Rev, 
1900, p. 113) ; and the suggestion is, I fancy, lying like the i.Ki9apras, 
Sx^i-os whom the initiated beheld iv fiopPip^p KHfifvovs (Lobeck Aglao- 
phamus, p. 809). At any rate, in the language of this passage, as, I 
think, elsewhere in the "play (Class. Sev. 1903, p. 248), there is 
allusion to the Great Mysteries, and the experience of those ' made 
perfect ' after their purifying ceremonies. There are many descriptions 
of them to the same effect, of which I will quote one from Themistius 
in Stob. I^lor. 120. 28 : irKivai ra vpwra Kai ireptBpofLal KoirdtdeiSj Kal 
Stit ffK^rovs Tivhs hiro-KToi •irope7at koX dreXeo'Tot {Cho. 944 Bvcoifiov 
Ti5;tas)* cTra irph rod reAoi/s avTov rk Seiyh Travra, fppiKij Kal rpSfios 
{v. 461) Kal tdp^s Ka.1 BdfjL$os' ix $^ roirov <pus ti Bavfuiffiov cfTr^PTTjo'ev 
{v. 959)) ^ T^troi KaBapoi Kal \eifiaves eSe^aVTO, 4"^vcts Kal x^P^tas Kal 
ffffiv6Ti\Tas aKoviTfitiTOjif iepwif /cal tpayraiTfiiirwy aylav exovres' ey oFs i 
TavTcX^s (v, 963) ijSri Kal /ieiivrifieyos i\ii0fpos yiyoyiis Kal &4>iTas 
{v. 9S9) irepifoiy e(rTe(l>ayiii(Vos {v. 804) opyia^ei Kal (riytffTiv itriois 
Kal KaBapois avSpdirij Thy afiuijroy ^yravda ray ^dvroiv aKaBaprov 4(popay 
ix^o" ''' PopPipif n-oW^ Kal ofilx^Xi Traroiiiivov i(fi' eavToS Kal irvyeKav 
yi/ifvoy (v. 964-969). 

i,Kov(rai, which follows ISiTy in the MS. , is a gloss upon it ; as upon 
oil Sp^s in Trachin. 365 the schol. says ayrl toS iis oiicaveis. 
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by its sworn terms. They swore a covenant of death to my 
unhappy father,^ and to die together: it' has been kept 
faithfully. 

Behold again, in taking cognisance of this sad work, the 
instrument for binding my unhappy father, fettering of the 980 
hands and shackling of the feet. Spread it out; stand 
round in a ring,* and display it, this man-wrapping-sheet, 
to let the Fajbet^-not my father, but him that surveyeth all 
this world, the Sun; — -behold my mother's bloody work ; * 
that in the day of judgment I may have a witness to attest 
that I pursued this killing justifiably — my mother's, — for 
^gisthus' death I do not count; he has got the punish- 
ment of the corrupter as the law permits : — but she that 
devised this abominable"^ thing against a wedded man, 
by whom beneath her girdle she conceived the weight of 
children — of love once, but now, as it declares, of deadly 990 
hate — what thinkest thou of her? For wickedness and 
iniquity of spirit,^ had she been born sea-snake or land- 
viper, surely she would rot another's flesh, unbitten, by her 
touch ! 

What shall I name it, though I use the sweetest terms ? 
Trap for a wild beast, or a foot-donned coffin-curtain for 
a corpse ? Rather a hunting-snare, or stake-net you might 
call it, and long frock for the feet's trammelling ! — This 

^ See Wecklein's note. Dr Verrall thinks that the line is spurious, 
and that the passage ran originally SpKos t' i/in^vfi trtanijiairiv, koX 
lucflavfio-floi' ' their oath abides by its sworn terms, that they would 
also die together.' 

" Or ' that too.' 

' KixXif ircpurraihv (Paley), the usual phrase, I think far more 
likely than the MS. ■irapaaTaS6v. The mistake is frequent. 

* &vayvos and all its synonyms, ivayiis, luapis imfurus, cucdBapros, 
anUpos, h,v6aios, always mean, properly, polluted by the most deadly 
sins, bloodshed or sacrilege. 

° K^tKl^KOV or K&StKOV. 
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were the sort of thing a footpad ^ might acquire, some 
cozener of travellers, following the robber's trade ; with this 1000 
juggling thing he might put many a man away and gladden 
his heart greatly.^ 

May such a woman never share house of mine ! God let 
me perish sooner, childless ! 

Cho. Alack, alack, sad work ! Thou hast been destroyed 
by a dire death ; ^ but he that waiteth findeth suffering also 
ripening to the full.* / 

' Or. Did she do the deed or not? This vesture here 
attests me that she plunged ^gisthus' sword in it. Notjj 
time alone but also stain of blood contributes to the fadingflOlO 
of the broidery's dye in many places. 

Now at last I speak his praises, now at length I am 
present to perform his lamentation ; ^ and addressing this 
father-murdering web, I grieve for act and suffering and 
all the race . . . .* with the unenviable pollution of this 
victory. 

Cho. (No mortal wight may pass through a life -harmless i 
altogether^ . . 7 alas, troubles must be, this moment or? 
to come. 

' ^i\7Jrn\% ivfip, a highwayman or garotter. 

^ Btpfialvoi ipfiva, ' feel his heart glow within him.' Any change, 
mental or physical, occurring in a man the Greeks habitually spoke of 
as produced by him, using the active verb. 

The punctuation of the sentence is uncertain. tSSc 7' &k or T$Se 
rtiv have been suggested, (evav i,irai6\7ina may belong to ToiovTOf, and 
perhaps we should read roioSrov d kt^itoito .... 

' Addressed to Clytemnestra ; of. Eur. SI. 1168. 

* idiaiovTi Si KaX iriBos aySi! : see note on v. 62. 

» See zi. 8. 

" Probably, ae Wecklein thinks, a line or more has &llen out, begin- 
ning with &\y& S4, e.g. aKySt i\ TovfAii, il . . . , ' and grieve for my 
own fate too, that I must . . , .' 

' Many emendations have been sv^ested, but nothing yet convincing. 
Zih. iravrbs (Heath) Hvaros (Wecklein) &nilififi is possible. 
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Or. Well now, for your instruction, because I am not 
sure how it will end — for like a driver with a team of horses 1020 
I am beginning to be beaten and carried somewhat from the 
course by my unmanageable wits ; and at my heart is Fear 
ready to sing, and she to begin dancing to the tune ^ — but, 
while I still retain my senses, I make proclamation tcK 
my friends and declare it was with justice that I slew 
my mother, being my father's murderess, a thing unclean 
and the abhorr^ce_ofthe Gods. And for incentive to this 
desperate act I hold in highest estimate the great prophet 
of Pytho, with his oracle to me, that if I did this thing, I 
should be clear of blame ; but if I forwent it — I will not 1030 
name the penalty, for no surmise can ever reach the full 
height of the suffering. 

So behold now, provided with this branch and wreath, 
how I am going suppliant to the r)aid:^^el_^rine, the 
ground of Loxias, and the fire-light famed imperishable, in 
exile for this act of kindred bloodshed ; it was Loxias' 
charge that I should turn for refuge to no other hearth than 
that. ' \ 

I call now upon all men of Argos in time hereafter to 
bear witness for me how these sorry deeds were brought 
about ; ^ but I meanwhile go forth a pilgrim, banished 10*0 
and made alien from the country, leaving behind me 

^ 4xa' as hti ciS^t', oi 7Ap oTS' Stti; TeXei, — 
Hxrirep liv ImroLS iivio(rTp6<pti' Spi/iov 
ifarepa (pfpoviTi yllp yiKiiiievov 
^pfves Siffapxroi' vphs Sc icapS/ot (ft6fios 
i^Seiv eroT/ios, r) 5' fisropxe'^cffoi Kpirif — 
The metaphor is an ^schylean development of the phrase xapSla 
opxiirat <l>6$if : Class. Rev, 1902, p. 436. 
" Adopting Blomfield's transposition : 

KOI napTvpCiM /iey as eiropo'vvBri kok4 
rdS' iv XP'^V /*°' ^<^VTas 'Apyeiovs Keya' 
,iy^ S^ . ■ • • 
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both in life and death such terms as those attaching to 
my name. 

Cho. Nay, thou hast done well, and therefore let not thy 
tongue be joined to inauspiSous language, and thy lips give 
vent to evil, after freeing the whole realm of Argos by 
lightly lopping off a pair of serpents' heads. 

Or. Ah, ah ! Bondwomen, there they are ! like Gorgons, 
in sad-coloured raiment, and entwined about ivith swarming 
snakes : I can remain no longer. 

Cho. What are these imaginations work ing^Jthfie, thou 
dearest father's son in all the world ? Stay, be not afraid, 
with thy great victory. 105( 

Or. Nay, there is no imagination for me in this afflic- 
tion ; manifestly these are the angry sleuth-hounds of my 
mother. 

Cho. Because the blood is recent still upon thy hands ; 
that is the reason that disturbance falls upon thy ijajii^ 

Or. O Lord Apollo, here they come now in throngs ! 
and from their eyes is dripping loathsome gore. 

Cho. But the touch of Loxias' purge within ^ will set thee 
free from this affliction. 

Or. Ye do not see these beings ; but I see them : — I am 
pursued, and can remain no longer. 106C 

C}io. Well, good luck go with thee, and may God 
graciously watch over thee and keep thee safe with happy 
issue ! \Exit Orestes. 

Here is a third storm risen from the race that hath broken 
on the royal House and run its course. The first beginning 
was the cruel misery of children slain for meat ; '^ next came 

* iiaia KaOapnhs Aa|ii>v S^ irporBiyiiy .... punctuated with the 
MS. as a single sentence : Class. Hev. 1905, p. 149. The text, how- 
ever, is not certain. 

° iraiSdySopoi /uif wpSrty viri)p|a>' 
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the royal suffering of a man, when murdered in a bath 
perished the war-lord of the Achseans : and now in the 107o 
third place hath come a Preservation ? or am I to say, 
Ruin? Where is the fury of Doom to find accomplish- [ 
ment? when shall it be lulled at length to rest and 
cease ? 
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DRAMATIS PERSONS 

The Pythian Prophetess. 
Apollo. 
Orestes. 

Hermes ( silent), conducting Orestes. 
Ghost of Clytemnestra. 
Chorus of the Furies. 
Athena. 

Jury of Areopagites. 

Escort of Athenians, who conduct the Furies to their cavern in 
procession, with a chorus. 
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Delphi, before the temple of Apollo. 

Prophetess. First among the Gods I name with chiefest 
honour in this prayer the first diviner Gaea (Earth); and 
after her Themis (Law); for she, as a tradition telleth, 
took her seat here second upon that which was her mother's 
place of oracle ; and third in succession, with the good- 
will and consent of Themis and with no force done to any, 
another Titaness and child of Earth took seat here, Phoebe ; 
she bestowed it as a birthday gift on Phoebus, and he 
bears the name of Phoebe borrowed from her.^ He, coming 
from the lake and ridge of Delos, landed at the havening lo 
shores of Pallas, and came thence to this country and his 
seat upon Parnassus. He was brought upon his way with 
solemn worship by the sons of Hephaestus, the road-makers, 
taming the wildness of the untamed land. And on his 
coming he was most highly honoured by the people and by 
Delphos the sovereign ruler of this country. Zeus caused 

' The purpose of this opening passage is to prepare for the har-| 
monious reconciliation at the close between the Powers of Earth and) 
Darkness and the Powers of Heaven and Light. 

275 
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his mind to be inspired with the diviner's art, and seated 
him as the fourth prophet on this throjie ; and Loxias is 
the interpreter of Zeus his father. 

These are the Gods I worship in my opening prayer. 20 
And Pallas of the Precinct hath honourable mention also ; 
and I adore the Nymphs, that habit where is the Corycian 
cavern, hollow, beloved of birds, the haunt of deities. — ' 
Bromius hath possessed the region — I am not forgetful — 
since the time when in his deity he led an army of the 
Bacchanals, designing death for Pentheus like a hunted 
hare. And with a call upon the springs of Pleistus, and 
Pogeidon's power, and on the Most High Zeus of Consum- 
mation, I then take my seat as prophetess : — and may they 
grant me that my entrance now may be more successful 30 
far than any heretofore^^ And if there, be any Hellenes 
present, Jet them come in order of the lot, as is the usage; 
for I give responses as the God dictates. 

{The Priestess enters the temple, and presently comes 
out again, half fainting.') 

horror, horror, horror to relate and to behold, hath 
sent me forth again from the house of Loxias, that I have 
no strength left in me nor agile step ; my rumiing is rather 
with my hands than nimbleness of legs ; for an aged 
woman in alarm is nought — nay, even as a child. ' ' 

1 was on my way towards the laurelled cell, when on the 
Navel-stone I saw a man polluted before heaven in the 40 
session of a suppliant, his hands dripping with blood,, 
and holding a drawn sword and a high-grown branch 
of olive, wreathed in humble fashion with 'the largest 
wool — a silvery fleece, for on that point I will speak with 
certainty. 

And before this man there sleeps a wondrous troop of 
women seated upon thrones — no, not women, Gorgons : — 
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no, nor yet Gorgons either can I compare them to : — I have 
seen some in a picture before now carrying off the feast of 50 
Phineus — but these are wingless, and black, and abominable 
altogether. And they snore with blasts one cannot venture 
near, and from their eyes there drips a loathsome rheum. 
And their attire is such as is not fit to bring near statues 
bf the Gods, nor into homes of men. My eyes have never 
seen the tribe these visitants belong to, and I know not 
the land that can boast to breed this generation without 
harm, and not repent her pains. 

The sequel now must be his care who is the master 60 
of this house, the mighty Loxias himself: he is both 
Medicining-Seer and Portent-reader, and to those others 
purifier of their houses. 

The interior of the temple. Orestes seated at the Centre- 
stone, the Furies surrounding him, asleep ; Hermes 
in the background. 

{Enter Apollo.) 

Apollo. I will not fail ! Through to the end I will be thy 
protector close by thy side — aye, and though far removed, 
— and will not show me gentle to thine enemies. So now 
thou seest here these raveners overcome by sleep: there 
lying sunken the abominable Maids, these hoary, ancient 
Children, with whom never mateth God or man or any 70 
beast ^ — nay, evil was the very cause of their creation,* for 

' The relative clause, by a studied carelessness, usurps the place of 
the main sentence : Class. Rev. 1904, p. Z42. There is another example 
at V. 688. 
" Paradise Lost, i. 622 : 

' A universe of death, which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good, 
Where all life die.s, death lives.' 
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it is the evil darkness of the Pit that they inhabit under 
the earth, things abhorred by human kind and by the Gods 
of Heaven. Nevertheless thou must still fly and grow not 
faint ; for they will chase thee right across • the long main- 
land, footing it ever over the trodden earth,^ and beyond 
sea and island colonies. And let not thy spirit fail through 
too much dwelling on the toil of it, but go unto the town 
of Pallas, and take session, clasping her ancient image in a 
thine arms. And there, with judges of the case and speech 
of soothing charm, we will discover means to free thee 
wholly from this trouble ; for it was at my persuasion thou 
didst take thy mother's life. 

Orestes. Lord Apollo,' thou well knowest what is 
righteousness, and being perfect in that lore, add only to 
be not forgetful of it ; thy strength to do good act is fully 
competent. 

Apollo. Remember, let not fear dismay thy spirit. — And 
thou {to Hermes), my very brother, of one Father's blood, 
Hermes, do thou protect him; prove full well thy title 9 
and be Guide, in shepherding this man, my suppliant. It 
is a thing sacred in the eyes of Zeus, this sanctity of out- 
laws, when sped forth upon their journey with auspicious 
escort.^ 

[Apollo leaves the temple, and Orestes starts upon his 
journey in the charge of Hermes. 

^ V. 76 jSijSSi't' iv' oLil t^jc ic\avo<fTi^% x^^""- 

" (rdPti Toi Jiihs rSS' ixfifiay <rePas, 
dpiii/ievoy PpoToiariv einr6/iirtp tvxV- 
Aeschylns might have written Sp/taiiivav, but a-dfifi t<(S' iuvd/iaiii ircjSas 
is an idiomatic way of saying crc/Sci roi<rSe Ikv6iu>vs, as, for example, 
V. 54^ roxeav trifias eS irpoTtuv, and v. 886 4\\' e! fikv ayv6v iffrt 
iroi XleiBovs trefias ; so that t6S' iKyi/iav aifias dp/id/ityoy is equivalent 
to Toi^crSe iieviiiovs ipnuiiivous, while fiporoiiriy here, as often, merely 
means ' with men,' ' on earth.' The sentence has been sometimes 
misinterpreted, as though ipn^/ifvoy meant 'sent to men.' 
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{Enter the Ghost (T^Clytemnestra.) 

Clyt. Oh, ah, sleep on, would ye ! and what good are ye 
asleep ? While I, thus slighted in contempt by you, with 
the other dead there for my killing the reproach among the 
perished is still fresh and vivid, ^ and I wander in disgrace 
abroad: — I tell you, I am most grievously accused by 
them — and yet, though used so shamefully by nearest kin, 100 
there is not one Spirit that shows wrath on my account, 
slaughtered as I was with hands of matricide ! — Behold the 
wounds here with thine inward consciousness.^ 

Oh and yet plenty of my provisions have ye lapped 
— wineless drink-offerings, sober soothing-draughts, and 
banquets in the solemn night upon the burning brazier 
would I sacrifice, a season shared with you by none in 
Heaven. And all this I behold now trod like dirt beneath 110 
your feet, and he is gone, escaped even as a fawn ; ay, and 
that lightly from the very meshes hath he sprung, making 
great mouths at you ! Give ear, because my plea is for my 
very life ! Be conscious, O ye Goddesses of earth below ! 
'Tis in a dream now Clytemnestra calls to you. 

(A sound of muttering or mewing (jj,v /j-v Ar. E^. lo) is 
heard from the Furies.) 

' Clytemnestra's passion makes her incoherent. 
' 2 V. 103 tfa S^ irA7;7cts -rlali KapSltf <re0(V. Her wound was at 
the throat, irphs Sepriv v. 595, iaa Sepas Eur. El. 1319. After this line 
the MS. gives : 

iSSovffa yhp (ppifv Sfi/iairiv Xaimpivtraif 

4v Vii4p(f Sh fioip' iirpffiTKiJiroj PpOT&v, 
' for when asleep the mind is lit with eyes, but in the daytime mortal 
man hath no endowment of prevision.' But the Furies are not 
mortal men, nor do they need foresight to see what is present; nor 
is Clytemnestra in a mood for such reflections. I believe with Schuetz 
that they are an illustration quoted from some other play of Aeschylus. 
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Clyf. Mew, mew ! but the man is gone and far in flight. 
For he huth friends far different from mine I^ 

(^They mew again!) 120 

Clyt. Thou art too drowsy, thou hast no compassion for 
my case ; meanwhile Orestes, murderer of his mother here, 
is gone ! 

(Cries of O, O,' from the Furies.) 

Clyt. ' 0, O,' and slumbering ! Come, arise at once. 
What deed hast thou accomplished except working mischief? 

J^ur. O, O ! 

Cfyt. Slumber and weariness, empowered conspirators, 
have drawn the venom of the dreadful dragoness ! 

J^ur. ( With redoubled whimperings^ To him, to him, to 130 
him, to him, mark there ! 

Clyt. 'Tis but in dream thou art hunting and giving 
tongue, like a hound whose eager keenness never ceases. 
Whatis thy </i?««^?^ Up! let not fatigue subdue thee; be 
not made so soft with sleep as to forget the sense of hurt. 
Let thy liver feel the sting of merited reproaches ; for to 
the right-minded they are as a goad.^ — And thou, waft thy 

^ Reading (with Weil) 0f\ot yap ilaiv, ovk i/iois irpoanKhis. 
Hermann's reading ^iXois ydp ilviy, oiiK inoi, -irpatriKTop^s (which 
takes Trpoalkrapts like Zeis i^lKrap in Sujip. l) would mean 'for it 
is my kin, not I, that have petitionary Gods ' : what one looks for 
rather is 'but I have none,' that is, i/iol S' oif, as in Eur. Or. 576, 
where Orestes says : 

tj juijTpl liiy vipeurt ffiit/iaxoi Bmi, 
T^ S' ov irdp6i<ri, /jLaWoy ^^iKTjfiivcp. 

^ ri Sp§Sf as r( <roL vevpaKrai trpay/jLa in V. 1 25. 

' 7/. 135. The vengeance of the dead, of which the Furies are 
embodiments, was conceived as being stirred up by reproaches, taunts, 
of the indignities and shames that they had suffered ; see Cko. 374 (with 
my note), 493, Eur. Or. 1239, Soph. £t. 1069 ; and reproaches were 
described in many metaphorical words (as Bclreiv Theb. 369, fiaffriKriip 
Supp. 475, KttBtKvitaBaC) as stinging blows, as from a scourge or goad. 
Xtiv. 1 55 we see these taunts at work. 
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blood-hot breath upon the man, wither him with the hot 

blast of thy belly's fire ; follow with a fresh pursuit and wear 

him down. [£xii. 

{The Furies awake.) 

Fur. Rouse, arouse her there, as I rouse thee ! Art 140 
sleeping ? Come, arise and kick sleep off, and in this prelude 
let us see if there be anything at fault. 

Out upon it ! Fie ! O sisters, we have suffered — 

Suffered much and wantonly have I ! 

Suffered bitter anguish, O alack ! 

A fearful blow ! 

The game hath slipped from the meshes and is gone — 

Overcome by sleep I lost my prey ! 

Aha, thou son of Zeus, thou art a thievish knave — 

Thy youth has ridden trampling over aged Deities — 150 

To respect thy suppliant, a godless man and cruel to his 
parents — 

The mother-slayer thou hast filched away, and thou a 
God! 

What is there here that any can call right ? 

And to me in dreams there came rebuke, that smote me 
as a chariot-driver with mid-grasped goad — 

Under the ribs, under the lobe — 

Sore I can feel it, sore exceedingly, a chill from the fell 
common scourger's lash ! ^ ^^ 

This is what these Younger Powers do. 

Usurping everything beyond their rights — 

A dripping curd of gore ^ 

About the foot, about the head — the eye may see the 

' See V. 13s with the note. As the Furies are embodied in a concrete 
form, the taunts of Clytemnestra take effect in that way. In v. 161 
read with Schuetz iSapu t», veplfiapv, icpios ^x^iy : cf. Thei, 819. 

^ zi. 164 SpSiiPov Wakefield. 
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Navel-stone of Earth possessed of a huge stain of blood 
upon it.i 

A Prophet, he hath brought defilement on his holy cell 170 
with home-pollution, self-invited and self-urged ; transgress- 
ing the Gods' law, he hath regarded human things, and the 
ancient Apportionings ^ he hath destroyed. 

To me too is he grievous, and the man's deliverance he 
shall not compass ; though he fly below the earth, there is 
no freedom for him evermore ; a man with guilt upon him 
unabsolved, he shall get upon his head another to pollute 
him there.' 

{Enter Apollo.) 

' Ap. Out, I command you ! get you from this house 
forthwith, begone from my prophetic cell ! for fear you get igo 
a winged glistering serpent speeding from the golden string, 
and with the pain disgorge the red froth drawn from human 
creatures, vomiting the clotted blood that you have sucked ! 
These are not houses you are fit to come unto ; your place 
is where are punishments of lopping heads and digging eyes 
and cutting throats, where by destruction of the seed boys' 
youthful vigour is impaired, and mutilation of extremities,* 
^ V. 169: 

Hvx^v fXP^""''''' o"Ti<<r(ruTos, ttir6K\TiTos. 
One could hardly find a better example of the middle voice. 

* iraKatyevils Sh Molpas ^Siaas, more or less personified : v. 730 
iraKaiits SLavoiJths KaTaipBlffas is the same thing, 

° Unpoy iy xdpf 
luiarop' tKiivov rdfffTai MS. 
In place of ixeiyov metre requires — s^ — . 

* V. 185. On this passage see Clays. Rev. 1905, p. 397. The 
alternation of substantives (with iiaiv or yiyvovrai understood) and 
verbs is quite natural in Greek, e.g. Aescii. frag. 158 : 

BtpEKui'TO x^P""] ^"^ 'ASpaffTflas eSoj, 
'Btji Tt iiVK7i6iio7irt koI 0pux'llli'<i(^ty 
Ipirovcri n^Kay nay opix^^^^^ veSoy 
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and stoning, and where men moan long and piteously, im- 
paled beneath the spine ! — Do ye hear the sort of feast ye 190 
have a liking for, that makes you loathed of Heaven ? And 
all the fashion of your form suggests it. A blood-lapping 
lion's den is where such as you should habit, not in this 
wealthy ^ place of oracle, infecting with contagion. Begone 
ye in a herd unshepherded ! No God in heaven hath any 
love for such a flock as you. 

J^ur. Lord Apollo, listen now to our reply : — Thou thy- 
self art answerable for this, not in part, but all; 'tis thy 
sole doing, and thou art answerable wholly. 

yip. How so ? Extend thy speech so far. 

J^ur. Thou gavest injunction that the man here should 
do matricide. 

A/>. I gave injunction to exact ^ vengeance for his father. 

Fur. And then engaged thyself to be acceptor of the 
blood. 

Ap. And bade him turn for absolution to this temple. 200 

Fur. And then revilest his conductors hither ? 

Ap. Ay, they are not fit ^ to come near such a house as 
this. 

Fur. But this is a part appointed us. 

A-fi. What is this proud ofiSce? Let us hear the noble 
privilege ! 

{Class. Rev. 1902, p. 435), Eur. Cyd. 164-170, Philostr. Afoll. v. 26 
ivBa. oljiayli re Kol i^pis oWivToiv re Kai oWv/ievay, /Sc'ei S' al/xaTi yaia. 

^ V. 19S irKovaUiai: a frequent epithet of temples, especially of 
Delphi with its rich offerings and its treasuries. ir\Ti<rioi<n of the MS. 
could not mean anything except ' in this neighbouring place,' and 
neighbouring to what? It has no meaning. irKoviitoKn is Pauw's 
emendation; the words are confused elsewhere, as Eur. Med. 956, 
Max. Tyr. xxxv. 3, Schol. P. V. 832 (v.l.), Stob. Flor. zz. 3. 

" V. 203 irpolai. Wecklein's i£A«'))»o( would be true (Soph. El. 35), 
but seems less fitting here. 

' V. 207 irp6<r4>opoi. 
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Fur. We drive out mother-slayers from their homes. 210 

fttr: And women ^ — how with a woman that destroys 
her husband? 

Fur. That would not be a killing of same blood and 
kindred. 

Ap. O quite then dishonoured and of no account you 
make ^ the troth-plight between Zeus and Hera of Comple- 
tion ! And Queen Cypris too is cast into dishonour by 
this argument, from whom come to men their nearest ^ and 
their dearest joys. (For the Fate-sealed marriage-bed of 
man and wife is mightier than the pledge of any oath.*y If 
then you are so leniept to them that slay each other as 
not to punish or to visit them with wrath,^ I say it is not 220 
justice of you to pursue Orestes : for in one case I observe 
you taking sharpest cognisance, and in another manifestly 
acting more remissly. — But the Goddess Pallas will review 
the justice of this case by trial. 

Fur. That man I never, never will l^t go ! 

Ap. Keep on pursuing then, and give thyself more trouble ! 

Fur. Seek not to abridge my rights by argument. 

Ap. I would not have them at a gift, thy rights. 

Fur. No, thou art of great account in any case beside 
the throne of Zeus. But I, because a mother's bloodshed 230 
draws me on, will pursue this man for vengeance,. and thus 
set about my hounding quest. \Exeuni. 

^ w. 211 t( yh.f •^vviuKm (Paley). 

^ V. 213 ^ Kcipr' ST^/l^o Kol irop' ovtkv ^fKiaw MS. Perhaps ^c^irai 
or ^vvaas : what one expects is oIx^tiii. 

^ V. 216 T^ <pl\Tartt includes both senses (100, 611), and 'closest 
tie ' is necessary for the argument. 

* V. 218. Oath being a iriarana. 

^ V. 220. Reading t^ /ti) rivtaBai /jltiS' iiroimviir Kiriji with 
Meineke : cf. Horn, r 278, T 259, Eur. Or. 315, Theognis 204. 
rh fiii /ieKetrBat (Auratus) would do well — ' as not to care or visit them,' 
or ' as not to care even to visit them.' 
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Ap. And I — will aid my suppliant, and rescue him ! A 
fearful thing with men and Gods alike is the Appealer's 
wrath, should I forsake him wilfully. 

An interval of at least a year is imagined to elapse (dircvi- 
axTurfkoi). The scene is now transferred to Athens, at the 
shrine and ancient image of Athena?- 

{Enter Orestes, accompanied by Hermes.) 

Orestes. Queen Athena, by the commands of Loxias am 
I come; receive an outcast wanderer with clemency — a 
suppliant not in need of absolution, but with- edge abated 
and worn off upon men's habitations ^ elsewhere and on 
travelled ways, in course of journeying over dry land and 240 
sea, preserving the injunctions of Apollo's oracle, I come 
now to thy dwelling and thine image. Goddess, here still 
keeping at my post I will abide the settlement of trial.* 

(The Furies enter dispersedly, questing on the trail by scent.) 

.Aha, good ! here are the man's traces manifest : — come 
follow by the dumb informer's evidence, — for as a hound 
pursues a wounded fawn, we track him by the (scent 
of) blood and droppings of it. And with the long ex- 

^ Professor Ridgeway thinks the scene is not the image of Athena ■ 
Polias on the Acropolis, but another sanctuary of Pallas to the south- 
east of it, outside the wall, where was held the ancient court known 
as rh eirl IlaWaS^^;. His arguments are given in the Classical Review, 
October 1907. 

" See V. 4SS, Eur. Or. 423-4. 

^ The text, I think, is complete, only the sentence develops irregularly 
as it goes on — a thing which Aeschylus does often for dramatic purposes 
(ml. 112, 905 are other examples): ffperas rh (r6v must be governed 
by (pvXdiTffav {v. iiifl $p€Tas riiSe ?i(rat <l>uKdtT(rav) as well as by 
Trpoo-ei/ti. But in v. 239 we should probably read &\\' aii.$\iis ifSj) 
itpotTTeTpin/ifyos re ■irp6s with Prien. 
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hausting toil my inwards blow, — for every quarter of the 
earth has been grazed over by our flock, and over the sea 
too in wingless flight I came pursuing, no whit slower than 250 
a ship. So now he must be crouching somewhere here ; — 
the smell of human blood smiles sweetly on me.^ 

Look out, look out again ! scan everywhere around, for 
fear the matricide escape in flight scot-free. 

Yes,2 here he is again ! in sanctuary, with arms entwined 
about the image of an immortal Goddess, he would fain 
submit to trial for his handiwork. 280 

But it may not be : — a mother's blood upon the ground 
is ill to gather up again, O foul, liquid spilt upon the ground 
is lost and gone ! 

Nay, thou must render from thy living self the rich red 
liquor from thy limbs to swill; from thee would I get' 
feeding of that evil draught. 

While yet alive I'll wither thee away and drag thee down 
below, that thou mayst pay the quittance for thy cruel 
matricide. 

^ V. 253 oaiiAi Pporeiay aSfiirav lie irpoirye\^ : irpoirye\f, arridei, 
is a synonym of Trpotrffaiyei, which (as Jebb well says on Soph. Ant. 
1214) could be used of that which appeals for recognition by vividly 
striking the senses. v^AkKu was sometimes used instead. 'Smells 
wooingly, flatteringly, gives a welcome to my sense, gives me sweet 
warrant.' 



V. 258 : 



The MS. gives : 



3S' oSt€ 7' h.\Kh) ^x"* 
Beas afj.^p6Tov, 



85' oStc yovif itKnity ^x^v irepl jSpcrei 
which was meant for an iambic trimeter ; whenever scribes can make 
what they consider an iambic line, they do so, often by inserting ye 
or oty and so on. oAy was ejected here by Hermaim. If the yt is 
sound, it must mean ' Yes. ' 

° V. 266 ^oo-Koiv (pepolnw MS,, doubtful 
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And thou shalt see there whosoever else among mankind 
hath done iniquity, by sin against a God or a stranger or 270 
his own dear parents, suffering each the due reward of 
justice. For -Hades is a great corrector of mankind below 
the earth, and taketh note of everything with mind that 
writeth it as in a book. 

Orestes. Taught in the school of sorrow, I am deeply 
read in purifying lore ; I know when it is right to speak, 
and likewise to keep silence ; but in this present matter I 
was charged to speak, by a most wise instructor: for the 
blood upon my hand is slumbering now and fading — the 280 
matricidal pollution is washed out ; for while yet fresh it was 
expelled at the bright God Apollo's hearth with purges of 
slain swine : and it would make a long tale to recount from 
the beginning all those that I have visited with harmless 
intercourse.^ So likewise now it is with pure lips innocently 
that 1 call upon this country's Queen, Athena, to come i 
hither to my aid : without spear lifted, she shall win both \ 
me and my country and the Argive people in true honest 290 
friendship and alliance absolutely. O whether then it be 
in Libyan regions of the earth, about her natal stream of 
Trito's flood that she be planting an erect or covered foot,^ 

^ Here in the MS. follows a proverbial line from elsewhere, xp^yosV 
Kofloipei vdvTa yripitrxtfiv dfiov, ' Time in his ageing course destroyeth ' 
all.'\ 

" V. 294 riBria-tv opBhr ij Karr/pe^? v6Sa. This is the literal trans- 
lation of the words, but what precisely they imply it is not easy to 'be 
certain. Some (as Paley, Liddell and Scott s.v. hpBis, Verrall) take 
ope6v to mean ' advanced beyond the skirt.' There are these difficulties 
— that the antithesis to Karripetpri one would expect rather to be yv/ivii', 
and that op9$ -iroSl elsewhere (so far as I can find) means always recta 
talo, upright in standing or walking as opposed to lying down or 
sitting, n^ KaTi\pi(pri '"lot covered,' would be easier. I capnot help 
suspecting that in any case there is an allusion of some kind to Homer 
Z 92, where a ttcwKos (as at the Panathenaea) is to be offered to Athena : 
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succouring her friends, — or whether like a man that is a 
marshal bold she be surveying the Phlegraean Plain, O may 
she come — a God can hear though he be far away — to be 
my deliverer from this affliction. 

Fur. Never shall Apollo or Athena's might deliver thee, 
but thou shalt be abandoned utterly and lost, finding the 300 
place of gladness in thy heart no more.^ 

Dost thou not even answer, but contemn my words, 
a victim fatted up for me and consecrated? While yet 
living thou shalt make me banquet, and not slainxbeside the 
altar; and thou shalt hear now a spelling hymn to bind 
thee to usT 

Come now, let us join hands in the dance, for we are 
purposed to show forth a dismal minstrelsy and to expound 
our functions, how this band of ours administers the aiifairs 310 
of men. Just and upright we consider that we are ; * when 
a man displayeth openly clean hands and pure, no wrath 
from us proceeds against him, and he passes through the 
course of life unscathed ; but when he hath committed sin 
as this man hath, and privily concealeth hands defiled with 
blood, then do we arise to lend an upright witness to the 320 
dead, and to exact the price of bloodshed thoroughly. 

Mother who didst give me birth, O Mother Night, to be 
a Punishment to them that are in dark, to them that are in 

here the reading M yoivairiy gave rise to a debated question whether 
the Palladium was a standing or a seated figure : see Strabo 6oo, 
Libanius iv. 1 1 15-6. 
^ After this line the MS. gives : 

avaliiUTOv ^StTKiifia Sai/i6vav aKii' 
'the bloodless meat of Spirits below, a shadow.' If it belongs to this 
passage at all, it would come best after v. 305 oiiSe irphs fitaii^ ir^ayels, i 
' and not slain at altar ' ; but I suspect that it was quoted in the margin ' 
as a parallel, 

^ evSvSlKaiot S' olS/icS' flvai' 
cf. oUfiiia in Thuc, v, 105, vofiiio/icv in i. 70. 
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day, give ear ! Because the son of Leto seeketh to deprive 
me of my rights, by taking from my grasp this cowering 
hare, the rightful expiation for a mother's blood. 

Over the victim is chanted this ditty, to madden the 330 
brain, distract the sense, and blight the mind, a hymn that 
from the Furies comes, fettering the will, untuned with harp, 
and withering men away. 

For this is what the thread of Fate throughout all time 
continuing assigned to be our office in perpetual possession 
— those among Mankind that have incurred the wanton act \ 
of kindred bloodshed,^ upon such to wait until he pass 340 
below the earth, — and after death he is not over-free. J 

Over the victim is chanted this ditty, to madden the 
brain, distract the sense, and blight the mind, a hymn that 
from the Furies comes, fettering the will, untuned with harp, 
and withering men away. 

These offices were sealed by Fate upon us at our birth : — 
but from the Gods Immortal to refrain our hands : there is 350 
none that shares the banquet with us, and in pure-white 
raiment I have neither part nor lot : for my province is the 
wrecking of a house, when war domestic hath destroyed a 
kinsman. 

Even so are we now setting upon him,^ and lusty though 
he be, yet do we make him faint and dim at last.^ 360 

^ ByarSov Tolaiv odirovpylat 
^vfiirea'iaa'iy fi^TaLOi 
(Turnebus) seems to be the right correction of Bvariiv roitrtv mnovpylais 
iifiiraa-affiv /idTaioi, — ^v/iireiraerty is used euphemistically (like ^vfi^opd) 
with irony. 
' Reading M rhv S5' Ufitvai with E. Ahrens. 
' This is the main sense clearly ; the MS. gives : - 
ct2 rbc S Si6fievaL 
Kparephv &yO' S/iolais 
fiavpovfieu itp' oLfiaTos veov — 
of which the last part is a paraphrase of the original. 

19 
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And while I am eagerly seeking to relieve another of this 
troublesome office,^ and upon concerns of mine to seal the 
Heavenly Gods' exemption, without coming to inquiry ^ — 
Zeus hath rejected from his conversation this 'gory and 
abominable tribe ' 

< Wrecking of a house, when war domestic hath destroyed 
a kinsman : 

Even so are we now setting upon him, and lusty though 
he be, yet do we make him faint and dim at last. > 

Glories of men,^ for all their grandeur in the light of day, 
waste again beneath the earth and dwindle in dishonour, 370 

^ Xen. Cyr, vii. I. 44 rh ftXv iir\ Kpo7(rov frvtrrpaTiietv otpeKeiv (r(l>lfftv 
iSi'fi9Ti<rav. 

" This passage, in a text which cannot be relied upon, is extremely 
difficult to deal with, and the version given here is only tentative,! 
The MS. has : 

trvevdofieva (altered to ffirevB^fievcu) 5* &tpe\€iv riva rdffSe /Jiepifivas 
BfSov 8' areKiiav i/iattri KiraiS 4iriKpaly£LV 
fiTld' els ^yKpifftif i\9e'iy. 
With aTf\eiav and tis Hyxpifftv iKSfiv, it looks as though we had 
allusion to the Liturgies or Public Duties at Athens, and the legal 
right, which any citizen charged with such a liturgy possessed, of 
calling on some other person to perform it, as being better able to 
support the burden. The dispute between the rival claimants to 
immunity (arcAeia) was adjudicated by the magistrate? (SiaStKcurla). 
As the text stands, therefore, the Erinyes appear to say :^ ' We are not 
only virilling, but anxious, to relieve the Celestials of this Liturgy, 
and to undertake the charge ourselves, witho'ut waiting for them to 
challenge us before a magistrate.' 

The comparison of the Gods' concern for human affairs to a Liturgy 
is made by Lucian ii. 760 : elra Kal irpovotiv rwv Ka9' 7}fitts irpayfuiTwv 
oi/ irafftv ^d6K0VP ot 6eoi, &w' ^ffdv rives ot ttjs a'vfnrda'Tjs 4irifieKiias 
avTobs &.(l>ievreSj &ff'7rep rifieis eiiidafiev d/iroKieiv tijov KeiTovpyiSov to^s 
irap))0r)K(iras. 

ijiais neKerats was conjectured by H. Voss : and there ought, I 
think, to be a caesura after i/icus. 

' Srf|oi,.T' wSp&y, 'seemings' or 'conceits,' appearances or reputa- 
tions, 
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before the onset of our sable raiment and the malignant 
dancing of our feet.^ 

For with vigorous leap high from aloft down I alight with 
nimble foot, ah, heavy the fall ! with legs that, though the 
runner be swift, trip him to his dire confusion. 

And while he falleth, yet doth a man know it not,^ from 
the disease of folly ; so thick the gloom in which pollution 380 
hovers over him ; a cloud of darkness hanging as it were 
above his house becomes the theme of many a sighing 
tale. 

For it abideth.^ Able are we to contrive and to effect, 
and with long memories for evil. Awful Ones and inexorable 
to men, administering a chosen province though rejected 
with dishonour* by the Gods Above and separated from 

^ opx'nciio'is t' lwi<p0iyois iroSis: the foUowii^ passage is in the 
measure of the Cretic hyporcheme and was danced to it : cf. Athenaeus 
631 c ^ S' fiTTopxTj^oTiK^ ia-Tiv iv 77 ^Bair/ it x'P^^ opxf 'Toi, Soph. 
A/. 700 Kvdtrt' opx^/*'>'''0) ^^^ Hesychius Kviicria KuKa: rh ofixijUaTiKit 
(so rfead for SpuiiTtKd). 

^ In the bhndness caused by "Ati; : Soph. Ani. 583. 

' lihd MS. I consider Dobree's ficAei yip very probable, — ' we 
see to it, ' make it our care, our business : fiixeiv, /ieheffOai, fieAerap 
were almost technical terms in this connection. 

* V. 388 : 

AcJyt; Beiiv Stxo<rTaTOVvT' 

There is apparently an iamtius or a trochee more than there should be. 
I am inclined to eject AcSx% t then (with Weil's reading in 388) we get : 

&Tiiia rlonfv liTleTai 

6ewv StxcfTorouvT' kvTiXitf Ac^tt^. 
xiliirai was corrected by Wieseler to KATt(f on account of metre. 
Acf^iTTi) and Aa/*ir<^Sijs were the forms in later use, but \&ir-n (Jiitmta) is 
preserved in nine places by the MSS. of Hippocrates and by the MSS. 
of Athenaeus 132 E in a line of Diphilus : 

irivTfs |8\ixo>"^S6is eJffl koI /iecrro!' AcJirrjs. 
I cannot tell why editors should have been so chary of accepting the 
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them by the sunless mould — a province of rough travelling 390 
for the seeing and the dim of sight alike. 

Where then is the mortal that bovreth not in awe and 
terror of these things, when he heareth from my lips that 
Ordinance that was conferred upon me by the Gods beneath 
the seal of Fate with fullest powers? I have a grant of 
antique privilege, nor do I meet with any lack of honour, 
though my place appointed is below the earth and in the 
sun-forsaken gloom. 

{Enter Athena.) 

' Ath. Far off I heard the cry of an appeal to me, the 400 
distance of Scamander, while making occupation of the 
land which, .be it known, the chiefs and captains of the 
Achaeans, being a great portion of the captured spoil, 
assigned unto me entire in perpetuity, as a chosen gift unto 
the sons of Theseus. Thence came I speeding with un- 
wearied foot,i without wings, only with my bosoming Aegis 
whirring in the axr^this was the car my strong young steeds 
were yoked to.^ 

Beholding here a strange new company of visitants — I 
feel not any fear at all, but wonder is before mine eyes, — 410 
what can ye be ? I speak to all in common— both to this 

correction here, or why Mr Sidgwick should call the word a very late 
one, and ' the strain of meaning very harsh, and the word in the last 
degree unlikely.' It meant a viscid, mucous slime, such as gathers on 
the top of stagnant or fermented liquids, like the ' mother ' {ypaSs, 
i-irittar/os) on boiled milk or vinegar, or the scum on Shakespeare's 
' filthy-mantled pool ' : and in descriptions of Hell, or places that 
resembled Hell, this was a characteristic detail ; e.g. Horn. h. Dem. 
432 vTrb ^i<l>if thfiiivti, Verg. Aen. vi. 462 loca senta situ. 

' &TPVTOV ir^Bo is an allusion to her title 'Arpuriivri. She was called 
irfiVTos ^v iJ.ixV '" ^ fragment quoted by Hesychius. 

^ TrdiKois axualois Tifi/S' ^irifetifoir' ^x""! ' No other car, no other 
steeds havp I' (Drake). The 'deictic' rdvSe is equivalent to a 
' limiting ' epithet. 
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person seated at my image, and of you, that are like to no 
begotten seed,i that are not beheld by Gods among the 
Goddesses, nor yet resemble any shapes of human kind : — 
but to speak ill of one's neighbour when with no ground ■ 
of complaint^ transgresses equity, and Justice holds aloof 
from it. 

Fur. Thou shalt hear all in brief. Daughter of Zeus : — • 
we are the drear children of dark Night, and in our homes 
below the earth our name is Curses? 420 

Ath. I am informed of your generation and the titles ye 
are called by. 

Fur. Yes, and thou shalt presently hear my rights and 
honours ! 

Ath. I shall know them, if plainly informed. 

Fur. We drive out homicides * from their homes. 

Ath. And where does the slayer find his flying end ? 

Fur. Where joy and gladness are quite out of vogue. 

^ V. 413 aitafrmv, cf. Soph. O.C. 1534; here it includes both the 
classes specified by oStc — oBtc : had it meant some different kind it 
would have been followed by o«Sc. 

^ v.lfld &iioii<pav Svra Robort. ifiopipov &VTa of the MS. with riv iriXas 
(Auratus) would of course be applicable, but the error ixop<l>- for ii6/t^- 
is very common, and here iiop(piiiJ.affiv has just preceded. Perhaps 
&fioii^ov was the text before the scholiast, and his note should run : 
&/ion4>os oSira, o« Svvliiry /n c^' ots ilirov WTHfiefai, 'Being unre- 
proached, you will not be able to fling back reproach at me for what 
I have said.' 

' 'Apal, Harms invoked by imprecation. 

^ V. 424 PpoTOKTOVovyras : a stricter definition of their office would 
be aiToKTovovvras, and Davies thought that this is what Aeschylus 
wrote, and that fipoTOKToyovvras was substituted by a scribe who did 
not understand it. mroKToveiv, however, was in use by scholiasts 
themselves, as Swfip. 271, Theb. 679 (where read cis rh avroKTOveiv). 
In V. 210 their definition is roiis inriTpaAoltts iic S6fiav iKavvo/iev, and 
UpoKToi'odvTas might be mistaken for PpoTOKTovowTas, but I do not 
feel that it was necessary to be so specific. 
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Ath. Is that the sort of flight that you are noising ^ upon 
this man ? 

Fur. Yes, for he thought fit to be his mother's murderer. 

Ath. Was there no other force whose wrath he stood in 
fear of? 

Fur. Why where could there be such. incentive ^ as to 430 
matricide ? 

Ath. There are two parties here, and half the argument. 

Fur. But wager of oath he will neither take nor tender ! 

Ath. You care more for the name of 'just' than for 
the act. 

Fur. How so? instruct me, for thou art not poor in 
subtilty. 

i4//%. I say you must not win by oaths an unjust cause.^ 

Fur. Well try then and examine, and judge righteous 
judgment. 

Ath, Will ye indeed commit the settlement of the cause 
to mel 

Fur. Most surely, with respect for thee as worthy and of 
worthy parentage.* 

Ath. Sir, what answer would you return to this ? First 
tell your country and your birth and your misfortunes, and 440 
then repel this charge — if it be with confidence in justice 
that you sit here keeping your station at ,this image by my 
hearth, a sacred suppliant after the manner of Ixion : — give 
me a clear reply to all these questions. 

^ iirifipotCfty is a hunting term, used of hallooing hounds on,' like 
iitiBaiitaiar, iviait^nv. 
^ Kcvrpoir, ' goad ' ; see ». 469. 

° w. 435 Ttk /*j) 5(Kaia is the object, not the subject, of vixav : Eur. 
Jra^. 1034: 

0eu ^eS rh vway r&vSi^ d>s Ka\hv yepas 
rk fi^ Slxaia S' &s atravTaxov kokSv. 
* Reading itas S' 06; aiPov(Tai 7' iiixii k&tt' a^iuv, though other 
leadings would give sense enough. 
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Orestes. Queen Athena, I will begin with thy last words 
and relieve thee of a great anxiety. I am not in need of 
purification, nor had I pollution on my hand when I took 
session at thine image. And I will show thee a strong 450 
testimony: — ^it is the law that the guilty suppliant should! 
keep silence until at purifying hands he hath been blooded I 
by the slaughter of a sucking swine. Long since have we ' 
performed this absolution upon other houses and on other 
ways by land and water.^ 

So much for that scruple, which I thus remove. And 
for my birth, the case with that thou shalt hear forthwith. 
I am an Argive, and of my father it is well that thou 
enquirest — Agamemnon, marshaller of men in ships, with 
whom in concert thou didst make the city of Ilium to be no 460 
more a city.^ This man perished in a way that was not 
well, on his returning home, for he was slain by my black- 
hearted mother, who enveloped him in cunning trammels, 
which bare witness to his murder in the bath. 

And I, returning, — having been before that time in exile, 
— slew my mother, I will not deny it, in blood-requital for 
my dearest father. And for this work Agollo Loxias is 
jointly answerable, who, to goad my heart, forewarned me 
of dire pains, if I refused to act thus on the guilty. Now 470 
determine thou by judgment, whether I did righteously or 

' V. 454 : 

TiiKai irphs &Wois tout' iL<pi(p(iiJi,tSa 

otKoiat Koi fiaroio'i Koi pvrois ir6pois. 
fiaroiffi is Weil's emendation for /Sotoio-j. This is what Orestes said 
before in v. 238 : 

ciK\' 4/i;8\ii ijSri vpoffTtTpi/i/iePos re irphs 

&\\oi(TLV oIkois KaX Trope vfiaffiv Pporup, 

S/ioia x^paov kA BiXaaaav ixinpay. 
^ V. 460 ffhn ^ ah Tpoiav SiroMi' 'l\iov ir6\iy effi/Kor. The sentence 
would run much better without Tpoiav, which is not only superfluous 
but awkward in its place. Tpiiav or Tpaxriv would be easier. Meineke 
conjectured vp^nar or itpofriv, ' lately.' 
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no; for before thee, whatever may be my fate, I will 
accept it. 

I Ath. The matter is too grave, if any mortal man presume 
to judge it ; nor is it lawful for me either to decide a case 
of murder done in keen resentment : ^ especially since thou, 
in spite of all, art come here as a suppliant subdued and 
humble,^ purified and harmless to my house, and I have 
respect to thee as being, after all, offenceless towards my 
City ; 8\ whereas the character that belongs to these is far 
from gentle,* and if they fail to win their case successfully, 
the land is threatened with poison from their fierce stomachs, 
which falling on the ground will be a fearful devastating blight. 
So then the matter stands, — in either case — their abiding 
or their dismissal, — a source of grievous and perplexing 
hurt to me. However, since the matter hath ahghted in 
this quarter,® I will appoint judges of homicide, reverencing * 

1 V. 475. Reading o\\hli\vItov. 

* 7). 47.6 Kvn\pTvKis% (which the editors do not appear to have 
understood) is a synonym of <rta-u<f>por7iK<is (jcf. v. 44). 

' At your age 
The hey-day in the blood is tame, it's humble, 
And waits upon the judgment.' 

' V. 478 alSov/iai (Hermann for alpov/iai) was the proper term for 
respecting the petition of a suppliant. 

* V. 479 oStoi 8' ixavai juoipav ouk eiire/MTEA.oi' : from ire'/iireii' in 
484 and Agam, I189 kwixqs, Sva-ve^-trTos e|ftj, trvyyAvwv 'Epivvuv it 
would seem that the adjective had been applied to the Erinyes before 
Aeschylus, and that he was inclined to connect it with ireyuireiv. But 
the uses of the adjective -irejttTreXoj, and the proper name Tlefiirehos, 
forbid. It was formed, as I have pointed out, from the root ireir-, 
and is a synonym oiireiroiv, — fipe, mellow, mild, soft, flaccid, over-ripe : 
these cover all the senses of the adjective. 

' V. 485 ^Trel fk irpayfia SiSp' iireiTKii^ev T6Se ; or ' come to this 
point,' as SeSpo 8' ^{oKe'\X€Toi in Supp, 447. 

° V. 486 a!Sav/iE(>ovs Prien for aipov/ievovs. With this alteration 
the MS gives: 
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the of oaths, to be a Court, which I will establish 

for all time. You must call witnesses and evidence, the 
sworn supports of Justice ; and when I have chosen the 490 
best out of my citizens, I will return, to judge this matter 
well and truly.^ [Exii Athena. 

J^ur. Now will there be subversion of old ordinances, if 
the cause and injury of this matricide is to prevail ! AH 
men now will be reconciled by this action to unscrupulous- 
ness, and many another suffering of their very child's inflict- 600 
ing is in store for parents in the course of time to come.^ 

For from us mortal-watching Maenads^ wrath for men's 

tf>6vav SiKatTTiis, dpitluv aiSov/ierovs 

which, as it stands, appears incredibly elliptic. It seems likely that 
something has dropped out either before or after fleir/irfy. 

^ This must be the last line of the speech. The line which follows it 
in Cod. M was probably a fragmentary illustration of t). 486. 
i! V. 499 : 

7oA\ct S' irvfioiratS^Tptara 
irdBea irpoa'/ievei TOKevaiv /liTaSBis i» xp^f' 
iTviiOTrat56Tpaira is my emendation. In the MS. the novel compound 
word is broken up, as unfamiliar compounds usually were, into 
separate pieces, erv/ia ■iraiS6Tpana. There is no sense here in ctu/uo : 
it could only mean 'real, genuine sufferings,' as when Oppian Hal. 
V. 305' says, rin S^ /iii' irilTVUos Spcrev 6\e8pos KoiffBios. But ervfios, 
ir^iTuiios, 4Ti6s were commonly applied to children in the sense true- 
born, e.g. °ET£Oj8ovTa5ai (as 'Ereo/cp^Tej), Ep. Kaibel 852 'RovTa&iasv 
iTi/iay, Philostr. Apoll. vi. 40 e'lrl T^i ervfia Kal |i/77cy^ rlKreiy, Dio 
Chrys. II. 408 Heracles d roS Aihs eVcAi vi6s. Soph. Track. 1064 : 
S irot, 76>'i)3 11,01 irois er^TUyiios ftfiis, 
KoX 1*^1 rh /irirphs atfia irpe<rfieli(rys Tr\iov, 
' V. 506 : 

iriifferai S' iiWor HWoSer, irpo^xevav 
TO rav ireXas KaKti, 
A^ltv vir6Sotrtv T6 fiiix^wu' 
&Ked t' oi Pf$aia rA.ci/tiiii' 
lidrav irapiiyopei, 
\Tiiiv is from the vocabulary of medicine, which spoke of Kvit^ipcros : 
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misdoings shall no more proceed ; I will give free scope to 
deeds of death : and one man from another, warning of his 
neighbour's evil case, shall seek to learn cessation or abate- 
ment of the trouble ; and uncertain remedies, poor man, he 
recommends in vain. 510 

No man heireafter, when smitten by calamity, need appeal 
in wailing phrase, ' O avenging Justice, O ye thrones of the 
Erinyes/ ' Therefore a father, it may be, or mother newly- 
stricken may make piteous complaint,^ because the House 
of Justice is now falling. 

There are times when Fear is well, and it should re- 620 
main still seated as a warder of the mind ; it is a good 
thing to preserve wise-mindedness ^ beneath constraint : 
and who that fostereth in his heart no sense of awe^ — 

Maximus inpi Karapx&v 2^4 fietSrepov reXeireie ir6poy \Ti^iv r' oSwitov, 
Hesychius \a(j>niT4uv : Xti^iuv, avairavaeuv. Liban. Epist. 1434 B 
vvv fiev oSv ivTevSGy irpocKvyw rhy 'A-tr6\\uyos vi6v' tov q>6i,voiedapov 
8e, £t 5f5o{i7, r-iiv re XTi^iy avrov (on the spot) Kal avrhy 6ili6ue6a, 
KOfjitCoyTes ^iXfia fLtxphy vTrhp fieyiiKeov, 

^v/i<pop^ TiTvfifieyos 

* i^ A^Ka, ieb Bp6voi r' 'Epiv6ay ' — 

Tavrd Tts rd^ tiy irar^p 

^ TSKOvffa yeoiraBijs 

olxTOy olKTltralr' — iintS^ 

irlryei d6fios A^Kas. 
It is tempting to make eVeiS^ depend directly on /iriSe tu (ciKXTjo-KeVu 
and take raSra — olKTia-air' as a parenthesis, ' • — in such terms as these 
a parent might make piteous complaint — ,' but though rdSe is used so 
in Ag. 456, 1334, CAo. 313, we must surely have had T6ySe if oTktoc 
is sound. 

2 (ToiippoyeTy is synonymous with yy&yat tnavriy, to know your place 
in relation to the Gods and to your fellow-men. 

3 V. 525 : 

'tis i% /tjjB^y ^i- ifiiii 

KapBlttV ayaTpeipay. 
Tlie true reading is uncertain, but the sense is clear ; 702 rls y&p 
SeSoiiciis li-nShy ^yiiKos $poTciy ; and Soph. Aj, 1073-6, 1084. 
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whether man or city equally — would still keep reverence for 
Justice ? 

Neither an ungoverned life approve thou, nor a despot- 530 
ridden; God hath everywhere assigned superiority to the 
Mean, though the ways of his administration vary. 

And I speak a word proportionate : the child of Irre- 
ligiousness is Pride, in very truth ; but from Healthiness of 
mind there cometh that good Weal that all men love and 540 
pray for. 

And in general I say, Revere, the' Altar of Righteousness, 
and beware lest at the sight of gain thou spurn and trample 
it with godless foot; for punishment shall surely follow; 
the appointed end abides in store. Therefore let each man '/ 
be one that duly holdeth his parents in high worship 
and hath reverence for that freedom of his house ^ by which 550 
he doeth honour to the stranger. 

The man that of his own free will is righteous, and 
without compulsion, shall not be unblest ; and utterly 
destroyed can never be : but the bold reckless man that in 
defiance carrieth aboard much freight in a great mass 
confused without regard to Right perforce in time I tell you 
shall haul down his sail,^ when trouble comes upon it and his 
yard is shattering. 560 

' V. 550. This is the meaning of Saiidruy sirttrrpo^iis, ' the run of 
the house ' ; Tkei. 635, Agam. 963. 

^ rhv avriroKfioj/ 5e tpafil Trap^dSat/ 

tA irrfAA.' &yovra ■jravT6tf>vpT' itvev Sikus 

0iatus ihy xpivif KaBiiffeiv. 
&yovTa was supplied by Pauw, but has been strangely misinterpreted 
by many critics — ' acting in most instances,' ' wresting most things 
away from justice,' 'bringing,' ' drz^ging.' It means (in the metaphor) 
' with a cargo of possessions in which all distinctions of right and wrong 
are confounded.' $talas would go as well with this clause as with the 
other ; cf. Hesiod Op. 220, Pindar Jrag. 169 in Plat. Gorg: 484 B. t^ 
TToWti is idiomatic in this sense, e.g. Callim. h. ApoU. 108 : 
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Behold, in the midst of the wild waters that he cannot 
stem he calls upon the name of them that will not hear : 
his Fortune-Spirit laughs at the hot-headed man, to see 
the fool, that boasted he should never come to this, brought 
low with his distresses and not weathering the point: dashing 
his one-time wealth upon the shoal of Justice, he is lost 
eternally, unwept, unseen. 

The Areopagus. 

Athena. Herald, perform thine office and control the people, 
and let the piercing Tyrrhene^ trumpet, filled with human 570 
breath, declare his intense utterance to the throng : for while 
this council-chamber is filling, it is expedient to keep silence 

^Affffvpiov troTafioto fisyas ^6os, a\KoL ra TroAAcb 
AiJyuara yijs KaH iroWhy ^tp' SSari ffvfJtpsThf ehiceif 
Pers. 272. 
^ This line is mutilated in the MS. ; 

•'>H- 

^it' aZu Siiropos TvpffriVMii 

ffiKirty^. 
PpoTiiov Tvei/iaros which follows seems to require something heavenly 
or divine as an antithesis ; and the general view is plausible, that oZv 
is a corruption of oipavis {^ovvos) \ but it is not likely that Sn^rapo; 
should govern a genitive ovpavov, and an objection to tls oipavhy Se is 
that we miss then the article fi, which in this place sounds so good at 
the beginning of the line. 1} t' oipaveia is not inconceivable, or some 
compound adjective. — Dr Verrall has conjectured 'Epiowiov 5e, 'the 
Tyrrhene trump of Hermes,' but this, I fear, would be attributing to 
Hermes a new theft. To Hermes were ascribed the invention of the 
single reed-pipe and (by some) of the lyre ; but with the trumpet, even 
of the six kinds known to the grammarians, I cannot find that he had 
anything to do. The brazen trumpet, which was among the products 
of Tyrrhenian and Argive bronze- work, was Athena's own. At Argos 
she was worshipped as 'ABriva 'Sdhiriy^, and when trumpeters make a 
dedication of the instrument, it is to her: Antk. Pal. vi. 151, 159, 194, 
195. She might therefore have said leal roi/ibi' cSpq/t', ii rophs Tvpiriji'iKJ) 
iri\irty(. 
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and that my ordinances should be learnt by all the city for 
time everlasting and by these parties,^ to the end that justice 
may be well determined. 

{Enter Apollo.) 

Fur. Lord Apollo, keep to thine own province! what 
business hast thou in this matter, tell us ? 

Ap. I come both to give testimony — for the accused 
here is a suppliant at my house and at my sanctuary, and 580 
I am the purifier of this bloodshed — and myself to share 
the trial; I am answerable for his mother's killing. {To ^ 
Athena.) Open thou the case. 

Ath. {to the Furies). The word is with you — I am 
opening the case ; for the pursuer to begin by speaking first 
will be the right way to inform us of the matter. 

Fur. We are many, but we will speak concisely. {To 
Orestes.) Reply, sentence by sentence, to our questions. 
First tell us, didst thou slay thy mother ? 590 

Or. I did so ; of that ^ there is no denial. 

Fur. Here is one of the three bouts already ! 

Or. I am not down yet ; you boast too soon. 

Fitr. Well, but you must tell us how it was you slew her. 

Or. I tell you, — with a drawn sword stabbing her in the 
throat. 

Fur. But under what influence and by whose advice ? 

Or. By this God's oracles ; he bears me witness. 

Fur. The Prophet gave thee instruction to do matricide I 

Or. Ay, and to this hour I am not sorry for it. 

Fur. Ah but if the verdict grips thee thou wilt tell 600 
another tale! 

Or. I have trust ; my father will send succour from the 
grave. 

^ Reading koI roiffi'. 

^ TovSf 7' oi/Tis &pini(ns vfAii Nauck. 
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Fur. Put trust now in the dead, after murdering thy 
mother ! ' 

Or. Because she lay under the attaint of two pollutions. 

Fur. How so ? Instruct the court. 

Or. She was her husband's murderess, and killed my 
father. 

Fur. Very well, — she is quit by suffering death, while ^(»« 
are living, 
jSH^r. And why did you not drive her in chase when living? 
y Fur. She was not blood-relation of the man she killed. 

Or. And am / in blood-relation to my mother ? 

Fur. Why how else bred she thee, thou bloody man, 
within her girdle? Dost thou disown the nearest tie of 
mother's blood? jlO 

Or. Now for thy witness, O Apollo ! Give thy pronounce- 
ment, whether I was justified in killing her — for that I did 
it, as I said before,^! do not deny, — but whether it was 
Justly done or not, this act of blood, in thy opinion, give 
thy judgment, that I may inform the court. 

Ap. I will declare it before you, this great tribunal of 
A^ena.— justly : and I am a prophet and my words are 
truth. Never upon my seat of oracle did I yet speak aught, 
whether it were concerning man or woman or people, that 620 
had not been commanded me by Zeus the Father of the 
Heavenly Gods. How weighty is the force that this plea 
carries I would have you understand, and charge you be 
obedient to my Father's will ; for Oath has not more 
potency than Zeus ! 

Fur. Zeus, sayest thou, delivered thee this oracle for thee 

^ -a. 614 ipaffai y6,p, Hffirep eXvov, ovK cLpvoifitOa' He had said this 
twice already, vz/. 466-471, 591. The MS. gives &iTirep iarlv, which 
means nothing. It was Greek to say !poi7oi yip, &<r*ep eSpaaa, or 
ftva.1 yip, &intep ia-nv, but not SpSirai yip, &irirep iiTTiy, Davies 
restored etirotr, but the editors have disregarded it. 
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to tell Orestes here, that he should revenge his father's 
death regardless wholly of his duty to his mother ? 

Ap. Ay ! for it is a very different thing, the killing of a 
noble man, exalted with the sceptre of God-given royalty, — 
and that too by a woman's hand— not with the gallant far- 630 
shot arrow like an Amazon's, but in the manner ye shall 
hear, thou, Pallas, and ye judges here in session to decide 
about this matter with your vote. 

On his returning from the field, with the balance of 
advantage for the most part to the good, she gave him 
welcome first with words of kindness ; and then, as he was 
performing his ablutions in the bath, and at the end of 
them, she cloaked a garment like a tent about his head,^ 
entangled him in the cunning endless robe, and hewed him 
down. 

That is the story of the Man's destruction, that all- 640 
venerated ruler, that great admiral ; and the woman I have 
described in such a character ^ that the people may be stirred 
to indignation that have been appointed to decide this trial. 

' V. 634 : 

atrh (TTpaTeias ydp vty, ijfnroKTjK^ra 
ra irAeiffr' &fiiivoVf eilfppoiriv Sedeyfieyri 



Spolrri irepSivTi \ovTpk Kairi rdp/iari 

<papos irepeffK'fivaa'e, 
There is certainly a lacuna here of one line, if not more. The missing 
passage must have contained fiiSots or \6yois to agree with iS<t>poaiv, 
and iv to govern Spolry : it may have contained a description of 
Clytemnestra and another finite verb : see Class. Rev. 1903, p. 290. 
KuTfiTK'ivaxre is possible. 
" Tairitv Toiairriv tlirov MS. Be is necessary, but as Clytemnestra is 
not present, we cannot merely read rairiiv Toiairriy S' : either we must 
have TJ)i/ S' oZ roiairriv elvov (Weil), or, more probably, a line has 
fallen out, e.^. : 

tJ)v S' tti ywama rijy KariitTvaTov BeoTs 

raiTTjv rotainjv tJiroy. 
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Fur. Zeus, as you argue, holds a father's killing of the 
more account ; yet he himself cast Ihis old father Cronos 
into prison : is there not a CQjiiiadjction there ? — I call 
upon you judges to take note. 

Ap. O ye most loathsome monsters, Heaven's abhorrence! 
fetters he might undo, there is a remedy for that, and many 
a means of deliverance again ; but when a man is once dead 650 
and the dust hath swallowed up his blood, there is no more 
rising again then : for that my Father Zeus hath made no 
healing charm, though all things else he re-disposes and 
turns upside down without his labour costing him a 
breath. 

Fur. See now what thy plea for his acquittal means ; — 
shall he spill upon the ground his mother's blood and then 
inhabit his father's house in Argos? What altars of the 
public shall he use ? What holy water of religious Brethren 
shall admit him ? 

Ap. That too 1 will declare, and mark how rightly. The 660 
mother is not the engenderer of her so-called ' generation ' 
(child), but the nurse only of the sown conception.^ It is 
the male engenders; she doth but receive, as from a 
stranger, harbouring as a host, and keeps the young plant 



' 7). 66i : 

TOKevSf rpofjibs 5^ K^fjtaTos yeoa-vipov. 

riKTii 5' 6 Bpt^UKuv. 
ToS KexKriiieifou r^Kroi) would be intelligible, and may be the true 
reading. 

\ The doctrine was Egyptian, according to Diodorus i, 8o: v6eoy B' 
ovSeva t&v yeyv7j64vTcav voiii^ovffiv, o6S' ftv ^| hpyvpofv^rov fvqrpiis 
yiVVtiB^' Ka66\ov y&p inrei\'f]tpatrt rhy Trarepa fi6yoy alTtoy elvat ttjs 
y^v^ffeaSt T^y B^ fitirepa rpo^^y KaX x^P'^'V fiiSvov irapexeffOai t^ fipttpei' 
Kol Toil' SeySpay h^peva (iky KaXavai to, Kapiro^6pa, 8ii\ea Sk t& juj) 
ipipovTa Toils Kapirois, iyavTiais ToTi "ZWriiri. It was also Pythagorean, 
Stob. Ftor. i. 64. 
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safe, unless God blight it.^ And I will show thee a great 
proof of this : there may be a father without aid of mother, 
— here at hand is a witness, in a Child of Zeus, < neither 
begotten in wedlock > ^ nor yet nurtured in the darkness 
of the womb, but such a plant as no goddess could give 
birth to. 3 

Pallas, as always it shall be my aim to make thy city and 670 
thy people great, so with this man, it was to that end that I 
sent him to seek sanctuary in thy house, that he might be a 
faithful friend eternally, and that thou, Goddess, mightest 
gain thee an ally in him and his successors, and that it 
should be established everlastingly, the posterity of this 
people to uphold their covenant. 

Atk. Has enough now been said, and may I now 
command these judges to give an honest vote, of their true 
conscience ? * 

Fur. For our part, our every bolt is shot ; I only wait to 660 
hear how the trial is to be decided. 

Ath. (to Apollo and Orestes). And you ? how shall I 
dispose so as to have no complaint from you ? 

' oTcri fiii 0\d\^p Bi6s, keeps it safe Jor those in whose case God 
prevents not. 
"^ A line beginning with 06 has fallen out : 

TckKas 
/xdprvs irdp6<rTt irais 'OKufitriov Ai6s, 

<ov > 

ovS' 4y iTKlJroKrt vr/Sios TiSpantievi], 
as Coluthus 180, of Athena, %v yd/ios ovk iairttpe Kal oft iiuiiaaTo 
/iilTTip. Without it, oftSe could only mean ' not even.' 
' Athena was born out of the head of Zeus. 

* As the passage stands, it seems that this speech of Athena's must be 
taken as a question ; but in the Greek it reads more like a declaration : 
'Eiiough has now been said ; I now command these judges to give an 
honest vote, of their true conscience.' One may suspect that this was 
the original form, and that the passage has been subjected to some re- 
fashioning. See Wecklein's note in his text, p. 449. 

20 
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Ap. Sirs, ye have heard what ye have heard, and in giving 
your vote let there be reverence in your conscience for 
your oath. 

Hear now my Ordinance, ye people of Athens, judging 
here the first trial for shed blood : and for the future too 
it shall remain unto the people of Aegeus as a Judges' 
Court for ever. And this Hill of Ares,^ — once the camping- 
ground of the Amazons, when they came, out of jealousy 
towards Theseus, with an army, and they built here then a 
new walled city as a counterwork to his, and sacrificed to 690 
Ares — from which cause the rock and hill of Ares take 
their name of Are^ Hill.^ And upon it Reverence in my 
Burghers, and its kinsman Fear, shall restrain from wrong- 
doing both by day and night alike : — so long as my citizens 
themselves shall make no innovation in the laws ; with foul 
adulterate streams and muddy clay polluting fair bright 
water thou wilt never find it drinkable. 
/' The m^in between the ungoverned and the despot-ridden 
is what I counsel my citizens to preserve and venerate, and 700 
not to banish from the city all restraint of fear, — ^for what 
man that hath no fear of aught is righteous ? With such a 
venerated object of your righteous dread,, ye will possess 
a bulwark of preservation for your land and polity such 
as none hath elsewhere in the world, either among the 
Scythians or in the region of Pelops.* Herewith do I 
establish a Tribunal free from touch of lucre, reverend, quick 
to anger, a protection still awake and vigilant on behalf of 
them that sleep. 

This at such length I have spoken as an exhortation to 710 

' Prof. Ridgeway would translate 'yon Hill of Ares,' holding that the 
scene of the trial is not the Areopagus : see note on v. 235. 

^ The construction is never completed, but is allowed to lapse foi^otten 
after parenthetic clauses introduced by relatives ; see note on o. 68. 

' The rival Dorians ; cf. Soph. 0. C. 695. 
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my citizens for time to come: — you must now rise, take 
each of you his ballot, and decide the cause with reverence 
for your oath. — My words are ended. 

Fur. Well, I advise you to remember how dangerous 
these visitants are, and by no means to slight them. 

Ap. And / charge you also — to remember the oracles — 
which are not from me only but from Zeus, to stand in awe 
of them, and not make them barren of effect. 

Fur. But thou art showing regard for blood-matters which 
are not thine office,^ and the shrines will be no longer pure 
where thou shalt give thine oracles.^ 

Ap. And are my Father's counsels, then, mistaken in720 
Ixion's case, the first suppliant appeal for homicide ? 

Fur. You talk: — but if I fail to win the cause, my 
visitation shall be grievous to this land thereafter. 

Ap. Nay, you are honourless among the younger and the 
older Gods alike, and I shall win. 

Fur. This is just the way you acted in the house of 
PhereS, — ^you induced the Fates to make mortal men 
immortal ! 

Ap. Well, is it not right at all times to befriend a 
worshipper, and the more especially in his time of need ? 

Fur. Thou, thou didst quite destroy the ancient Dispensa- 730 
tions^ and beguile the antique Goddesses with wine.' 

Ap. Thou, thou wilt presently fail to obtain the verdict, 
and then spit thy poison — which will do thy enemies no 
harm. , 

Fur. Since thou, my junior, art trampling upon my 
antiquity, I wait to hear the verdict of this trial. 

Ath. It is now my duty, to give judgment in conclusion ; 
and I shall add this ballot in_fevour_ofOregtfi§, : for there is 

^ V. 718 oh Xax^v : Ar. P!ut. 972, Plato Com. frag. 167 4tAp ov 
^ See V. 173. 
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no mother that gave birth to me, and I am for the male in 74 
everything — except for ma gying — with all my heart, and am 
most thoroughly the father's child. Accordingly I shall not 
hold of more account the killing of a woman wed that slew 
her wedded man, the master of the house ; Orestes is the 
winner of the cause, even though he be judged equal in the 
voting. 

Turn out the ballots from the urns, ye judges that have 
been assigned that office. 

Or. O bright God, Apollo, how will the trial be 
decided ? 

Fur. O Night, our Mother dark, dost thou behold ? 

Or. Now it will be for me the light of day. still, or a 
halter. 

Fur. Ay, for us, using privileges still, or ruin. 750 

. Ath. Sirs, count up well the cast-out ballots, observing 
honesty in the division of them. If judgment be absent, 
there is great harm done, and the cast of a single vote ere 
now hath lifted up a house. 

Ath. The accused man is acquitted on the charge of 
blood, for the number of the lots is equal. 
^ Or. O Pallas, O thou Saviour of my House! I was 
bereft of fatherland, and thou hast given me a home : and 
now in Greece it shall be said, 'The man is again an 760 
Argive, with a habitation in his father's heritage, by the 
grace of Pallas and of Losdas and of Him who sealeth all 
things, the Preserver': — He hath had regard unto my 
father's kiUing, and preserveth me, beholding these my 
mother's advocates. 

To all this country now and to thy people I, for the 
utmost fulness of all time to come, before departing to my 
home, will pledge an oath : No captain of the Argive land 
shall ever bring the well-appointed army to invade her : for 
we ourselves, out of the grave where we shall then be lying 770 
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— we, for them that shall transgress these pledges of 
mine now, will so contrive with hopeless difificulties — by 
causing them disheartened journeys and cross-omened 
marches^ — that they shall repent their pains. But if all 
be kept, and they still honour this city of Pallas with 
their allied arms, we promise then to be benignant rather 
to them. 

And so farewell ; may thou and the people of thy city 
still maintain the wrestling-grip resistless by thine adver- 
saries, to ensure her safety and her victory in arms ! 780 

Fur. Oho, ye younger Gods, ye have ridden down the 
Ancient Laws and reft out of my grasp ^ . . .' . And I, 
unhappy wretch, dishonoured, promise deadly wrath, upon 
this land ah ! venting from my bosom poison, poison in 
revenge that they shall rue, droppings of sterile power to 
the soil ! And from it shall come mildew, killing leaf and 
killing birth — O vengeance of Justice! — that shall sweep 
over the land and cast upon the country foul infectious 790 
plagues of human death ! 

Bewail? How act? Be fearful to this people — O fie, 
Daughters of Night, in deep affliction, mourning for the loss 
of honour ! 

Ath. Let me persuade you not to take it so tragically. 
Ye are not defeated •. the trial resulted honestly in equal 
votes, to no dishonouring of thee ! No, it was from Zeus 800 
there came most signal testimony, and its deliverer himself 
bare witness, that Orestes if he did this should not suffer 
any harm. Ye, therefore, be not passionate, shoot no 

^ V. 773 : 

irapopvtOas ir6povs 
TiSfyres. 
Knd. Nem, ix. 18 altriav oii icar' opvixav iS6v nrk, 

" V. 78?.ieo/c x^P''" i'i^etrSe fioui Abresch thought that there was a 
line missing here: cf. 150 seg'g., 325, Homer I 344 vvv S' inel iK 
Xupwv yepas ttXe? xal p.' ari,Tr\(r(i/. 
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deadly wrath upon this land, nor cause her barrenness, by 
discharging droppings . . . .^ sharp cankers to destroy her 
cultivated seed. For I do promise you in all sincerity that 
ye shall have a place of cavern in the righteous land, where 
at your braziers ye shall sit on splendid thrones, worshipped 810 
with honour by my citizens. 

Fur. Oho, ye younger Gods, ye have ridden down the 
Ancient Laws and reft out of my grasp .... And I, 
unhappy wretch, dishonoured, promise deadly wrath, upon 
this land ah ! venting from my bosom poison, poison in 
revenge that they shall rue, droppings of sterile power to 
the soil ! And from it shall come mildew, killing leaf, and 
killing birth — O vengeance of Justice ! — that shall sweep 
over the land and cast upon the country foul infectious 820 
plagues of human death ! 

Bewail? How act? Be fearful to this people — O fie. 
Daughters of Night, in deep affliction, mourning for the 
loss of honour ! 

Athena. Ye are not dishonoured ! and do not therefore in 
exceeding wrath, being divine powers, make a land of 
mortal men distempered.^ I too put my trust in Zeus — I 

' Reading: 

%v rpSe 7p (TK'fi'^riTe, /HTjB' iucapirtav 

Tfi^rir', aipei(Tai [Sai/idvoii'] (TTaKdynaTa. 
^ V. 827 : 

fjLiiB' (nrepBifioas &yaJ' 

9ea\ $poTuv KriffttTe d6crKri\ov j(66va. 
KTiffiiTi (Linwood's correction of o-T^o-jjTe) is a synonym of erjre or 
irai^(r>)rc, and a favourite use with Aeschylus. The precise sense that 
he attached to SiirKri\av cannot be determined, but I feel sure the word 
is genuine, for this reason: — there were several Epic words in kt|X- 
whose meaning was a matter of debate, — Krjhov and itepUriKos, and 
SEK^Xia in 2 77 (though that, no doubt, was merely an Epic license 
for &EiK^Xia, like iirEpedria for inrtipdffia). Aeschylus therefore was 
at liberty to charge the word with various suggestions, including the 
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need not say it — and I alone among the Powers of Heaven 830 
know the keys of the store-chamber in which the Thunder- 
bolt is sealed up ; — but there is no need of that ; 1 thou wilt 
yield, I pray, to my persuasion, and not cast forth over the 
land from an unbridled tongue (the curse) that all things 
bearing fruit should fail to prosper.^ Calm the fierce bitter- 
ness of the dark swelling wave,^ as being held in honour 
and veneration, and partaker in abode with me. Enjoying for 
evermore the first-firuits of this broad domain, as offerings 
for the sake of children and the marriage-rite, you shall yet 
applaud my saying. 

Fur. Me to be treated thus ! me with the wisdom of 840 
antiquity ! and to have my habitation in the land, a dis- 
honoured thing, forsooth, and foul ! My spirit is full of 
fury and utter wrath. What pang is this that enters my 

KijAiSus of V. 820, — stained, scorched, withered (aioyi£ v. 334), plagued, 
enchanted. His admirer Ion (Nauck, Trag. Frag, p. 571) used 
eBuTjAos of a tree, as an equivalent of eiKeoror (which was interpreted 
easy to hum, or easy to split), and Hesychius records the use of Ki\Kis 
in the sense of Ki\\ias. 

' A delightful touch of humour, ' — but of course we shall not want 
that.' 

^ fXiaa^s /laralas ;uJ) 'K$d\ris iirl x^^"^ 
Kaptrhv <j>4povTa irdvTa fi^ trpdirffnv Ka\as, 
Kapitiv cannot belong, as many critics have constructed it, to yXiiiririis, 
' the fruit of a rash tongue, bearing the fruit that everything should fail 
to prosper ' ; fruit does not bear, but is borne : TiBevra, ' causing,' 
would be Greek, but the participle would still be out of order at the 
beginning of the clause in the emphatic place, uapirhii <j>ipovra itdvTa 
must mean irdvTa rck Kapvoip6pa : that is the way in which the curse of 
the Erinyes will take effect. 

But the sentence now seems too elliptic. Prof. Ellis has conjectured 
that eVl x^*'"" 's a mistake for iTri<t>9ova, ' malignant utterance ' (c£ 
'"• 373)- I °ily hesitate to substitute this for ixl x^^"'' because I think 
it not unlikely that a line has fallen out. 

' V, 835 KiXmvov xinaros iriKphv fieyos, i.e. leXuidvuiv X"*^?* 
Cho. 182. 
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side ? Hear thou my passioning, O Mother Night ! I have 
been reft of my time-honoured privileges by the knavish 
tricks of Gods Above and swept contemptuously away ! 

Ath. I will indulge thy humours, because thou art my 850 
senior : — at the same time, though thy wisdom is, no doubt, 
far more than mine, still to me also Zeus hath granted no 
mean understanding.^ And I warn you, if you go to any 
foreign country, you will only fall in love with this ; for time 
in his succeeding stream shall flow with larger honour for 
my citizens ; and thou, with an honourable seat against the 
temple of Erechtheus, shalt receive from companies of men 
and women more than thou wouldst ever get from any 
others in the world. So do not, I pray you, cast upon my 860 
territories any blood-incentives, to hurt the stomachs of the 
young, maddening them with fury as with wine; nor yet 
extract as it were the heart of fighting-cocks and plant in 
my citizens a spirit of war intestine and rash daring against 
one another. Let their warfare be abroad — it shall be 
found in plenty for the man in whose heart there shall be a 
strong desire for glory — but fight of the domestic fowl I 
will not have. 

This then is my offer at your choice — to do well, be well 
/done by, honoured well, and have a share in this most God- 870 
beloved land. 

Fur. Me to be treated thus ! me with the wisdom of 
antiquity ! and to have my habitation under ground, a dis- 

1 V. 850: 

Kafrot ffb pAv tcov KcCpr* ^/lov irotftaTepa, 

tppoveiv Sk K&nol Zebs ^BwKiv oil kokuSw 
I have corrected this in Class, Sev. 1902, p. 246 i the MS. Kalroi /ley 
ah Kifr' i/iov tro^urdpa is one among countless cases of fidv being 
shifted by a scribe to the beginning of a clause. The sentiment is that 
of Job xii. 2 : I^To doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with 
you : but I have wisdom as well as you ; and of Haemon in Soph. 
^nt. 683-7. 
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honoured thing, forsooth, and foul ! My spirit is full of 
fury and utter wrath. What pang is this that enters my 
side ? Hear thou my passioning, O Mother Night ! I have 880 
been reft of my time-honoured privileges by the knavish 
tricks of Gods Above and swept contemptuously away ! 

Ath. I will not be weary of speaking blessings on you, 
that you shall never say how you, an elder Goddess, were cast 
out from this land by me, thy junior, and my mortal citizens 
with inhospitable scorn. No, if Persuasion is a thing aught 
sacred in thine eyes — the soothing charm and magic in- 
iluence of my tongue ^ — why then, remain here ; but if you 
will not, then it would surely be unfair of you to launch 
upon this city any indignation or fierce anger or injury to 890 
her folk. For it is open to you to be a landholder in this 
country with fair treatment and full privileges absolutely. 

Fur. Queen Athena, what is the abode you promise 
me? 

Ath. One free from any touch of sorrow ; you were best 
accept it. 

Fur. Say that I accept : — what privilege is there designed 
for me ? , 

Ath. That without thy good will no house shall flourish. ^ 

Fur. Wilt thou secure for me possession of such power ? 

Ath. Yes, for I will prosper the fortunes of thy 
worshippers. 

Fur. And wilt thou pledge me a warrant for all time? 

Ath. I need not promise what I will not perform. 900 

Fur. I feel thy charm begin to work : — my wrath 
abates. 

Ath. Well then, abide here in the land and thou shalt win 
thee friends. 

^ V. 887 yXi^iro-Tis ^/t5s /ie£A»7/io /col itKKt^fiov. flcA-KT^piov is a sub- 
stantive, as in Nicand, Ther. 365, Ttavarlipioy ih. 746, KiiKirri\fiov 
Trachin. 57-5. Cf. Eur. /. T. 235 flt 9 ^iKav irpifftpayiia koI SvTiipioy. 
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Fur. What strain then wouldst thou have me chant upon 
the land ? 

Ath. Terms that reflect on victory without a flaw ! Call 
blessings from the earth and from the ocean-dew, and 
from the heaven ; pray that the blowing winds may pass 
over the land with sunny breath/ that increase of the earth 
and cattle may not faint with time but flow on ever for my 
citizens in streaming plenty, and that seed of human-kind 
may be preserved. 910 

But may your fruitfulness be rather shown in the 
righteous; 2 for, like a shepherder of herbs, I love the 
unrepented sort of these just men here present,* 

These blessings are for thee to give, and in the glorious 
tournaments of war my heart shall never rest content but I 
will make this city famous in the world as a victorious 
town. 

Fur. I will accept the Union of home with Pallas, and ' 
will not reject a City which even Zeus Omnipotent and Ares 
hold as a strong fortress of the Gods, the precious jewel 920 
that protects the altars of Hellenic Deities. For her I make 
my prayer, with all benignant auspices, that life's enjoyments 

^ -v. go7 ihiihias : see note on ii. 927. — The construction alternates 
between the accusative and the accusative with infinitive ; see my note 
on Cho. 277. 

^ v. 91 z rmv siiffe^oivTuv 8' iKipopwrepa irixois' ^Ktpopurepa is 
feracior, governing the genitive, ' more fertile in, ' ' more productive 
of ; ixipepeiy Kapir6v was the regular word for producing crops. This 
gives its proper sense to the comparative. 

The editors generally have retained ruv iuainfioivTav S' of the MS. 
and sought (with Schuetz) to make it mean 'more ready to weed out 
(iKKaBalpetv, ivoKaSaipnii), or cart away, the wicked,' like a gardener or 
a husbandman : but the comparative is inappropriate then ; and they 
have forgotten that the gardener is Athena ; the part of the Eumenides, 
as Earth-Powers, is to permit produce of all seed. 

' The Areopagites, representing the Athenians. ktrivBTirov, the sort 
that brings no sorrow, causes no regret ; cf. 58. 
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may be made to teem forth for her from the Earth in 
bounteous plenty by the beaming radiance of the Sun.^ 

Ath. It is in kindness to my Citizens that I am acting 
thus, in planting here among them Spirits so powerful and 930 
so ill-appeased ; for to their lot hath fallen the disposal of 
all things touching Man ; but he that meets with them in 
angry mood^ knows not from what quarter come the blows 
that strike his life : it is the offences of his forefathers that 
arrest and hale him before these, and Destruction silently, 
for all his vaunt, with deadly anger crumbles him to dust. 

Fur. May breath of evil never blow to hurt her trees^ — 
'tis by my grace — and may the scorching heat that nips the 940 
budding eyes of plants refrain from trespassing beyond the 
boundaries of its region;^ may no drear disease of sterile 
blight proceed against her ; may Pan make her flocks to 
thrive at the appointed season * with twinned increase, and 
may there be rich offspring of the boon Earth's wealth to 
pay reward for Spirits' gift of Treasure-trove.^ 

Ath. O hear, ye Warders of my City, how great blessings 950 
she doth seal you surely — for the Queen Erinys hath great 
power both with the Immortals and with those of Earth 
below, and in the affairs of Man most manifestly their dispose 

/ ' The Sun conspiring with the Earth implies the reconciliation of the 
(Furies with Apollo. 

^ Reading 3 76 p-Mv xipffas fiapeav roiruv. It is possible that some- 
thing has been lost, to the same effect as v. 313. 
' V. 942 : or ' from trespassing upon this region.' 
* Xpiff "ferayiieviji, without fail at the due season, and with no 
untimely birth ; Ovid Fas/i iv. 647 : 

ei pecus ante diem partus edebat acerbos, 
agnaque nascendo saepe necabat ottem. 
^ For the turn of the sentence compare Ovid Fasti iv. 931, where 
Robigo, Mildew, is addressed: 

at tu ne uiola Cererem, semperque colonus 
absenti possit soluere uota tibi. 
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is absolute, to some affording songs of gladness, and to others 
life that is a blur of tears. 

Fur. To all untimely sudden deaths I cry Avaunt ! and 
may the lives of her young lovely niaidens win a husband 960 
— grant that, Ye whose proper power it is,^ and Ye, O 
Heavenly Fates, our Sisters by one Mother,^ Spirits whose 
dispense is pure, participants in every home, at every season 
weighty with most righteous presence, everywhere most 
honoured among Gods of Heaven. 

Ath. My heart is glad to hear them seal these blessings on 970 
my land so zealously; and I am grateful to Persuasion's eyes for 
looking with their favourable guidance on my tongue when 
pleading with these Powers that were so wrathfuUy averted 
from me : nay, but Zeus of Eloquence prevailed, and our 
contention for the good is crowned with triumph absolutely. 

Fur. May Faction, that insatiable source of evil, never 
rage within this city; never may the dust drink up the 980 
purple blood of citizens in anger ^ and for revenge seize 
greedily upon retaliating deaths of civic blood ; may their 
exchanges rather be of joy for joy with sentiments of love 
in common, and dislike with one consent ; therein lies the 
cure for many human ills. 

Ath. O have they not the judgment to find out the path 
of speaking fair ? * From these Shapes of Terror I foresee 990 
great gain in store ^ for you, my Citizens: for if ye keep 

^ Zeus and Hera. 

'■* iiaTpoKatriyvrJTat. This and the reiterated fltoi, 9eSy marks the 
harmonised agreement between the Upper and the Nether Gods. 
' Si' opydv might go with either clause. 
* V. 989 : 

Spa (ppovoSfft yhiiirffris ayaS^s 
iShv (ipliTKiiv ; 
' z>. 991 : 

4k tuv <f>oPipuv TuvSe vpoffepnov 
/i^ya KepBos &p& roiirBe voXWats' 
rrpoaipvov is my reading for the MS. irpoa^uv ; %es Journal of Hellenic 
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good feeling between them and you, and hold them 
in high honour, ye shall surely shine conspicuous in the 
world for guiding land and city in the path of upright 
justice. 

Fur. Joy I wish you, joy in due apportionment of wealth, i 
joy, O ye people of the City, blest with friendship of the I 
Virgin who is seated near to Zeus.^ learners of wise-minded- lOOol 
ness in time ; and shelterers beneath the wings of Pallas, 
ye are viewed as sacred by the Father. 

Ath. Joy to you also ! But I must now go before you 
to point out your chambers by the sacred Ught of these your 
Escort : ^ come ye now, and with these solemn sacrifices 
being sped below the earth, what is harmful to the country 
keep down* there suppressed,^ and what is profitable send 
aloft to make my city triumph ! — Lead on now, ye Sons of loio 
Cranaus that possess this City, lead these Denizens upon 

Studies, 1906, p. 276, note 11. epireiv is to be upon the road, and 
irpoaepiTiiv, iipipirnv were used especially of time's oncomii^, and what 
it promises or threatens in its course : P. V. 129, 288, Soph. Aj. 228, 
125s Koi iTo\ irpofffpirov toSt' 4yi> rh t/xipiiaKov Spa, O.T. 54°> Pind. 
Pyth. i. 57, Nem. iv. 44, vii. 68, 01. vi. 9T,frag. 131, Theocr. v. 83, 
xxii. 15, 'Exit.frag: 441. 
' V. 998. Reading with Bothe : 

TlapBivob ^i\as ^l\oi. 
For the reasons, see the note on my verse translation of this scene in 
A Book of Greek Verse, p. 286. 

^ V. 1006. This may be taken with the following line. 

* V. 1008. Cf. Soph. O. C. 92. The MS. gives : 

■ji^pas 
as though it meant ' the harmful part of the country ' : we may read 
(with Paley) -rti /lev arriphv x^P^t 'what is harmful to the country,' or 
with Linwood x<»P^s Karex^'V (cf. Theocr. vii. 1 27 t& /tJ) KoA-ci via<piv 
ipvKoi). KOTexeic and the adjective xiroxos were technical in this con- 
nexion: Persae 226, C.I. A. Boeckh I. pp. 486-7. 
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i 
their way, and in the hearts of the Citizens may there be 
good will for good received. 

Fur. Joy to you, again I say it, joy, all ye dwellers in 
the City, mortal and immortal both. While ye possess the 
City of Pallas and keep my Denizenship sacred, your life's 1020 
fortunes shall give you nothing to complain of.'- 

Afk. I thank you for the terms of these your benedictions, 
and will now conduct you with the light of blazing torches 
to that nether subterranean House, with ministers that are 
the guards of mine own image; and with right; for it 
should be the eye of all the land of Theseus that shall 
arrive,^ a noble troop of maidens, wives, and aged dames. 

Deck them with scarlet over-cloaks of honour, and let io30 
the blazing light move on ; that so the good will of these 
new dwellers in the land may be shown henceforth in 
blessings of fine Manhood.^ 

^ V. loij. Punctuate : 

Xn^psTE .... 

irdms ol Kartt ittSkiv 

daifioves re Kai $poToi * 

XlaWdSos v6\iv vefioy- 

res, fieroLKlav 5' 4fi^p 

cS ffefioms, oS Ti nen^eaBi av/Kpop^s $iov. 
Compare Supp. 8i and CAa, 792 in my translation. The accepted 
punctuation at ye/ioi/Tes is tautology. 

2 V. 1027 iflKoir' &v: for the optative, cf. Soph. O.C. 647, 861, Eur. 
Or. 109, FlaXo Praiag . 310 B. 

' ^otrtKoPdTTTOis ivSvToh iffSfiiiaa'i 

T1/10T6, Kol rh tpiyyos ip/idirBa ■itvp6s, 

^as h.v eS^puy ^5' dfiLikla x^oy^^ 

rh \oi-jrhv ehdvSpaiffi ffv^^opats irpeiry. 
There are three allusions in this passage to the Fanathenaic Festival : 
on that occasion the /ictomoi, Resident Aliens or Denizens, were per- 
mitted to take part in the procession as being of good mill (Hesychius 
s.v. 'SKa<pri<p6poi), and for special honour were arrayed in scarlet cloaks 
(Photius s.v. 'iKitfias). The Furies (now EvjucWSe;, Benign Ones) are 
to be treated as the /lirotKoi were at the Panathenaea, and the whole 



EUMENIDES 319 

i 

Chonis of the Escort. 

Pass on your way, O ye mighty ones, jealous of honour,^ 
Children .... of Night, in glad-hearted procession 

Hush ye, good words, all ye people ! 

There in primeval mysterious caves of the Earth .... 
worship of honour and sacrifice 

Hush, all ye people, good words ! 1040 

Gracious and loyal-hearted to the land, come hither, O 
ye Worshipful, pleased with flame-devouring torch upon 
your way 

Cry aloud now with jubilee in chorus ! 

the citizens of Pallas : Zeus the all-seeing and Fate have 
conspired to this end. 

Cry aloud now with jubilee in chorus ! 

of this procession is designed as a reflection of the great procession at 
that feeist. And eidvSpota-t is an allusion to the contest of evarSpia on 
that occasion. See my paper on ' The Last Scene of the Eumenides ' 
in 'Ha.Q Journal of Hellenic Studies, 1906, p. 268. 

It is still possible that, as Hermann thought, a passage may have 
&llen out before this. 

Ttvpis should perhaps be wiipos. 

■* puff 6S6^, S nfyd\ai ^i\6Tifioi is my emendation. Being written (as 
was often done) without elision, PareoSova was mistaken for /Sot' ir 
Si/iu. Many have been content to read fiart SS/tif, but the utmost that 
could mean is ' step upon the house.' The sentence seems to call for S, 
and in starting the procession to Athena at the Xa\Ke7a Sophocles frag, 
760 uses the phrase j83t' els SShv S'^, iras S x"P«»'''«| Aetij. 

This is a Pagan^ofjgjgjjn^s, in dactylic metre, like those in Bergk 
Poelae Lyrici III* p. 676 and in Eur. Phaethon 773. 66 seqq., and 
corresponds to that which was chanted at the Panathenaea: _/./r.5'. 
1906, p. 274. 

At the words oAoA^Jare vvv lii\ fioKirius the Eumenides will join in 
the women's cry of Ololu ! The words themselves are probably uttered 
by a Herald (whose cornmands were usually in anapaestic verse) ; and 
if so, it is he who gives the warning cS^B/teire. 
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LEONAKDO DA VINCI'S 
Treatise on Painting. Trans- 
lated by J. F. Rigand, R.A.I 
With a Life of Leonardo by John 
William Brown.^ Yf% numerous 
Plates, is. 

LEFSnrS'S Letters from Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of 
Slnal. Translated by' L. and 
J. B. Homer. With Maps. 5j. 

IiESSINa'S Dramatic Works, 
Complete. Edited by Ernest Bell, 
M.A. With Memoir of Lessing 
by Helen Zimmem. 2 vols. 
3J. 6d. each. 

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, 

and the Representation ot 
Death by the AnoUntB. Trans- 
lated by E. C. Beasley and Helen 
Zimmem. E<lited by Edward 
Bell, M.A. With a Frontispiece 
of the Laokoon group. 31. 6d. 

LILLY'S Introduction to Astro- 
logy. With a Grammar of 
Astrology and Tables for Cal- 
culating Nativities, by Zadkisl. ^. 



LIVT'S History of Rome. Trans- 
lated by Dr. Spillan, C. Edmonds, 
and others. 4 vols. $s. each. 

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works. 
Edited by J. A. St. John. 2 vols, 
3^. 6ii. each. 

LOCEHABT 11. a.)—See Burns. 

LODGtE'S Pprtralts;of lUustrlous 
Personages of Great . Brltahi, 
with Biographical and Historua^ 
Memoirs. 240 Portraits engraved 
on Steel, with the respective Bio- 
graphiES unabridged. 8 vols. 5^. 
each. 
[ Pols. rV. and VIL out of print. 

LOITDON'S (Mrs.) Natural 
History. Revised edition, by 
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. With 
numerous Woodcut Illus. 5^. 

LOWNDES' BibUographer%' 
Manual of English Ltteratuie.. 
Enlai^ed Edition. By H. G. 
Bohn. 6 vols, cloth, <;s. each. 
Or 4 vols, half morocco, 2/. 2r. 

LONaXTS. Daphnls and Chloe. 
— Ste Grbbk Romances, 

LXICAN'S Pharsalla. Translated, 
by H, T. Riley. I*.A. J^ , 

LtrCIAN'S Dialogues of the 
Gods, of the Sea Gods, and 
of the Dead. Translated by 
Howard Williams, M.A. Jj. 

LUCRBTIXTS. A Prose Trans- 
lation. By H. A. J. Munro. 
Reprinted from the Final, (4th) 
Edition. With an Introduction 
by J. D. Dufif, M.A. 5j. 

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans- 
lated and] Edited by William 
Hazlitt. 3^. M. 

\ Autobiography. -^5'« 

MiCBELET. 



Contained in Bohn's Libraries. 
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FOnSHEIN'S Firose Tales: The 
Captain's Daughterr-^Doubrovsky 
— The Queen of Spades — An 
Amateur Feasant Girl— The Shot 
—The Snow Storm— The Post- 
master — The Coffin Maker — 
. Kirdjali— The Egyptian Nights- 
Peter the Great's N^ro. Trans- 
lated by T. Keane, 3s. 6d. 

FBBSCOTT'S Conquest of 
Mezioo. Copyright edition, with 
the notes by John Foster Kirk, 
,and an introduction by G. P. 
;Winship. 3 vols. y. dd. each. 

Conquest of Peru. Copyright 

edition, with the notes of John 
Foster Kitk. 2 vols. 3^, &/.each. 
— ^ Belgn of Ferdtaand. and 
Isabella. Copyright edition, 
' with the notes of John Foster 
Kirk. 3 vols. y. 6rf. each. 

PROPERTIXTS. Translated by 
Rev. P. J. F. Gantillon, M.A., 
and accompanied liy Poetical 

■ Versions, from various sources. 
%s.6d. 

PBOYBRBS, Handbook of. Con- 
taining an entire Republication 
of Ray's Collection of English 
' Proverbs, with his additions from 
' Foreign Languages and a com- 
plete Alphabetical Index; in which 
are introduced large additions as 
well of Proverbs as of Sayings, 
Sentences, Maxims, and Phrases, 
collected by H. G. Bohn. S^. 

POTTERY AN!) PORCEIjAIN, 
and other Objects of Vertu. Com- 
prising an Illustrated Catalogue of 
the Bemal Collection of Works 
tA , Art, with the prices at which 
they were sold by auction, and 
names of the possessors. To which 
are added, an Introductory Lecture 
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an 
Bngraved List of all the known 
Marks and Monograms. By Henry 
G. Bohn. With numerous Wood 
Engravings, S*. ; or with Coloured 
Illustrations, iftf. 6rf. 



PROTIT'S (Father) Bellques. Col- 
lected and arraflged byi^Rev. F. 
Mahony. New issue, with 21 
Etchings by D. Madise, R.A. 
Nearly 600 pages, y. 

QTJINTILIAN'S Institutes of 
Oratory, or Education of an 
Orator. Translated by the Rev. 
J. S. Watson, M.A. 2 vols. Ss. 
each. 

RACINE'S (Jean) Dramatic 
Works. A metrical EngUsh ver- 
sion. By R. Bruce Boswell, M.A. 
Oxon. 2 vols. 3;. 6d. each. 

RANKS' S History of the Popes, 

during the Last Four Centuries. 
Translated by E- Foster. Mrs. 
Foster's translation revised, with 
considerable additions, by G. R. 

I Dennis, B.A. 3 vols. 3J. bd. each. 

) _ — History of Sewla and the 
Servian, Revolution. With an 
Account of the Insurrection in 
Bosnia. Translated by Mrs. Kerr. 
3^. 6d. 

! RECREATIONS InSHOOTING. 
By 'Craven.' With 62 Engravings 
on Wood after Harvey, and ^ 
Engravings on Steel, chiefly after 
A, Cooper, R.A. 5^. 

RENNIE'S Insect Arohlteoture. 
Revised and enlarged by Rev. 
J. G. Wood, M.A. WUh 18& 
Woodcut Illustrations. S^- 

REYNOLDS' (Sir J.) iltarary 
Works. Edited by H,W.Be«ichy. 
2 vols, y. 6d. each. 

RIOARDO on the Principles of 
PoUtleal Economy and, Taxa- 
tion. Edited by E. C. K. Gonner, 

M.A. S^. 

RIOHTEB (Jean Paul Prledrloh). 
Levana, a Treatise on Education:, 
together with the Autobiography. 
<a Fragment), and a short Pre- 
t&toi^ Memrair. 3s. 6d. 
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An Alpliabetical List of Books 



RIOHTER (Jean Paul Prledrioh). 
Flower, Fruit, •■ and Thorn 
Pieces, or the Wedded Life, Death, , 
and Mairi^e of Firmian Stanis- 
laus Siebenkaes, Parish Advocate 
in the Parish of Kuhschnapptel. 
NJwly translated by Lt.-Col.Alex. 
Ewing. 3r. 6^. 

BOGSB DE HOVEDEN'S Aa- 
iialB of English History, com- 
prising the History of England 
and of other Countries of Europe 
from A.D. 732 to A. D. I20I. 
Translated by H. T. Riley, M.A. 
2 vols, 5^. each. 

BOGEB OF WENDOVER'S 
Flowers of History, comprising 
the History of England from the 
Descent of the Saxons to A.D. 
l235,formerly ascribed to Matthew 
Paris. Translated by J. A. Giles, 
D.C.L. 2 vols. 5^. each. 

[ Vol. II. out of print. 

ROaiE In the NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. Containing a com- 
plete Account of the Ruins of the 
Ancient City, the Remains of the 
Middle Ages, and the Monuments 
of Modem Times. By C. A. Eaton. 
With 34 Steel Engravings. 2 vols. 
5j. each. 

.S^e Burn. 

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life and Ponti- 
fioate of Leo X. Final edition, 
revised by Thomas Roscoe. 2 
vols. 3^. (ui. each. 

Life of Loreozo de' Medlcl, 

called • the Magnificent.' With 
his poems, letters, &c. loth 
Edition, revised, with Memoir of 
Roscoe by his Son. 3;. 'bi. 

RUSSIA. History of, from the 
earliest Period, compiled from 
the most authentic sources by 
Walter K. KeUy. With Portraits. 
2 vols. 3^. W. each. 

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VEL- 
LEIUS PATERCULUS. 

Trans, by J. S.Watson, M.A, 51.. 



SOHILLEE'S Works. Translated 
by various hands. 7 vols. 3;. (td, 
each: — 

I.— History of the Thirty Years' 

War. 
n. — ^History of the Revolt in the 
Nietherlands, the Trials of 
Counts Egmont and Horn, 
the Siege of Antwerp, and 
the Disturbances in France 
precedii^ the Rekni of 
Henry IV. 

III.— Don Carlos, Mary Stuart, 
Maid of Orleans, Bride of 
Messina, together with the 
Use of the Chorus in 
Tragedy (a short Essay). 
These Dramas are all 
translated in metre. 

IV.— Robbers ( wijh Schiller's 
original Preface), Fiesco, 
Love and Intrigue, De- 
metrius, Ghost Seer, Spoilt ■ 
of Divinity. 

The Dramas in this 
volume are translated into 
Prose. 
V. — Poems. 

VI.— Essaysj^stheticaland Philo- 

sopfaical 
VII. — Wallenstein's Camp, Pic- 
colomini and Deatih of 
Wallenstein, William Tell. 

SCHILLER and GOETHE. 
Correspondence between, from 
A.D. 1794-1805. Translated by 
L. Dora Schmitz., 2 vols. 3x. 6^. 
each. 

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on 
the Philosophy of Life and the 
Philosophy of Language. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. A. J. W. Mor- 
rison, M.A. y. 6d. 

— — Lectures on the History of 

Literature, Ancient and Modem. 

TranslatedfromtheGerman. 3^.60. 
Lectures on the Philosophy 

of History. Translated by J. E. 

Hobertson. 3>< Sd, 



THE YORK LIBRARY 

A NEW SERIES OF REPRINTS ON THIN PAPER. 

With specially designed title-pages, binding, and end-papers, 

Pcap. 8vo. fn cloth, 2s. net ; 
In leather, 3s. net. 

' The Yotk Library is noticeable by reason of the wisdom and intelli- 
gence displayed in the choice of unhackneyed classics. ... A most 
attractive series of reprints. . . . The size and style of the volumes are 
exactly what they should be.' — Bookman. 

The following volumes are now ready : 

CHARLOTTE BRONTE'S JANE EYRE. 

BURNEY'S EyELINA. Edited, with an Introduction and 
Notes, by Annie Raine Elli^. 

BURNEY'S CECILIA. -Edited by Annie Raine Ellis. 2 vols. 

BURTON'S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY. Edited by the 
Rev. A. R. Shilleto, M.A., with Introduction by A. H. Bullen. 3 vols. 

BURTON'S (SIR RICHARD) PILGRIMAGE TO AL- 

MADINAH AND MECCAH. With Introduction by Stanley Lane- 
Poole. 2 vols. 

CALVERLEY. THE' IDYLLS OF THEOCRITUS, with the 
Eclogues of Virgil. Translated into English Verse by C. S. Calverley. 
With an Introduction by R. Y. .Tyrrell, Litt.DL 

CERVANTES' DON QUIXOTE. Motteux'S Translation, re- 
vised. With .^.opKHART's Life and Notes. 2 vols. 

CLASSIC TALES : JohStson's Rasselas, Goldsmith's Vicar 
of Wakefield, Stberne's Sentimental Journey, WAtppLte's 
Castle of Otranto. With Introduction by C. S. Fearensidb, M.A. 

COLERIDGE'S AIDS TO REFLECTION, and the Confessions 
of an Inquiring Spirit. 

COLERIDGE'S FRIEND. A series of Essays on Morals, 
■ Politics, and Religion. 

COLERIDGE'S TABLE TALK AND OMNIANA. Arranged 
and Edited by T. Ashe, B.A. 

COLERIDGE'S LECTURES AND NOTES ON SHAKE- 
SPEARE, and other English Poets. Edited by T. Ashe, B.A. 

DRAPER'S HISTORY OF THE INTELLECTUAL DE- 
VELOPMENT OF EUROPE. 2 vols. 
. EBERS' AN EGYPTIAN PRINCESS. Translated by E. S. 

' BUCHHEIM. 

.GEORGE ELIOT'S ADAM BEDE. 
EMERSON'S WORKS. A new edition in 5 volumes, with the 

Text edited and collated by George Sampson, 
FIELDING'S TOM JONES (2 vols.), AMELIA (i vol.), JOSEPH 

ANDREWS (I vol.). 
GASKELL'S SYLVIA'S LOVERS. 



The York Iaes.&s.y— continued. 

GESTA ROMANORUM, or Entertaiiliiig Moral Stories in- 
vented by the Monks. TrpjisUited from tbe Latin by the Rev. Charles 
Swan. Revised edition, by Wynnard Hooper, M. A. 

GOETHE'S FAUST. * Translated by Anna Swanwick, LL.D. 
Revised edition, with an Introduction and Bibliography by Karl Breul, 
Litt,D., Ph.D. 

GOETHE'S POETRY AND TRUTH FROM MY OWN LIFE. 
Translated by M. Steele-Smith, with Introduction and Bibliography by 
Karl Breul, Litt.D. 

HAWTHORNE'S TRANSFORMATION (The Marble Faun). 

HOOPER'S WATERLOO: THE DOWNFALL OF THE 

FIRST NAPOLEON. With Maps and Plans. 

IRVING'S SKETCH BOOK. 

IRVING'S BRACEBRIDGE HALL, OR THE HUMOURISTS- 
JAMESON'S SHAKESPEARE'S HEROINES. 

LAMB'S ESSAYS. Including the Essays of Elia, Last Essays 
, of Elia, and Eliana. 

MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS, THE THOUGHTS 

OF. Translated by George Long, M.A. With an Essay on Marcus 
Aurelius by Matthew Arnold. 

MARRYAT'S MR. MIDSHIPMAN EASY.' With 8 Illustra- 
trations. i vol. PETER SIMPLE. With 8 Illustrations, i voL 

MIGNET'S HISTORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
from 1789 to 1814. 

MONTAIGNE'S ESSAYS. Cotton's translation. Revised by 
W. C. Hazlitt. 3 vols. ' > 

MOTLEY'S RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC. With a 
Biographical Introduction by MoNCIiRE D. Conway. 3 vols. 

PASCAL'S THOUGHTS. Translated from the Text of M. 
Augusts Molinier by C. Kegan Paul. Third edition. 

PLUTARCH'S LIVES. Translated, with Notes and a Life by 
Aubrey Stewart, M.A., and George Long, M.A. 4 vols. 

RANKE'S HISTORY OF THE POPES, during the Last Four 
Centuries. Mrs. Foster's translation. Revised by G. R. Dennis. 3 vols. 

SWIFT'S GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Edited, with Introduction 
and. Notes, by G. R. Dennis, with facsimiles of the original illustrations. 

SWIFT'S JOURNAL TO STELLA. Edited, w^th Introduction 
and Notes, by F. Ryland, M.A. 

TROLLOPE'S BARSETSHIRE NOVELS.— THE WARDEN 
(i vol.), BARCHESTER TOWERS (i vol.), DR. THORNE (i vol.), 
FRAMLEY PARSONAGE (i Vol.), SMALL HOUSE AX ALLING' 
■ TON (2 vols.), LAST CHRONICLE OF BARSET (3 vols.). 

VOLTAIRE'S ZADIG AND OTHER TALES. Translated by 
R, Bruce Boswsll. 

ARTHUR YOUNG'S TRAVELS IN FRANCE, daring the 
years 1787, 1788, and 1789. Edited with Introduction and Notes, by M. 
Bbthah Edwards. 

Other Volumes are in Preparation, 



MASTERS 

OF 

LITERATURE 

Crown %vo. -^s. 6d. net. 



This Series aims at giving in a handy volume the 
finest passages from the writings of the greatest authors. 
Each volume is edited by a well-known scholar, and 
contains representative selections connected by editorial 
comments. The Editor also contributes a lengthy 
Introduction, biographical and literary. .A Portrait 
will be included in each volume. 



First List of Volumes : 
SCOTT. By Professor A. J. Grant. 
THACKERAY, By G. K. Chesterton. 
FIELDING. By Professor Saintsbury. 
CARLYLE. By the Rev. A. W. Evans. 
DEFOE. By John Masefield. 
DICKENS. By Thomas Seccombe. 
DE QUINCEY, By Sidney Low. 
EMERSON. By G. H. Ferris. 
HAZLITT. By E, V. Lucas. 
STERNE. By Dr. Sidney Lee. 



BELL'S HANDBOOKS 

OF 

THE GREAT MASTERS 

IN PAINTING AND SCULPTURE. 

Edited by G, C. WILLIAMSON, Litt.D. 

NEW AND CHEAPER REISSUE: 

Post 8vo. With 40 Illustrations and Photogravure Frontispiece. 3^. (Sd. net each. 



TAe following Volumes have been issued : 
BOTTICELLI. By A. Streeter. 2nd Edition. 
BRUNELLESCHI. By Leader Scott. 
CORREGGIO. By Selwyn Brinton, M.A. 2nd Edition. 
CARLO CRIVELLI. By G. McNeil Rushforth, M.A. 
DELLA ROBBIA. By the Marchesa Bdrlamacchi. 2nd Edition. 
ANDREA DEL SARTO. By H. Guinness. 2nd Edition. 
DONATELLO. By Hope Rea. 2nd Edition. 
GERARD DOU. By Dr. W. Martin. Translated by Clara Bell. 
GAUDENZIO FERRARL By Ethel Halsey. 
FRANCIA. By Georgb C. Williamson, Litt.D. 
GIORGIONE. By Herbert Cook, M.A. 
GIOTTO. By F. Mason Perkins. 
FRANS HALS. By Gerald S. Davies, M.A. 

BERNARDINO LUINI. By George C. Williamson, Litt.D. 3rd Edition. 
LEONARDO DA VINCL By Edward McCurdy, M.A, 
MANTEGNA. By Maud Cruttwell. 
MEMLINC. By W. H. James Weale. 
MICHEL ANGELO. By Lord Ronald Sutherland Gower, M.A., 

F.S.A. 
PERUGINO. By G. C. Williamson, Litt.D. 2nd Edition. 
PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA. By W. G. Waters, M.A. 
PINTORICCHIO. By Evelyn March Phillipps. 
RAPHAEL. By H. Strachey. 2nd Edition. 
REMBRANDT. By Malcolm Bell. 2nd Edition. 
RUBENS. By Hope Rea. 

LUCA SIGNORELLI. By Maud Cruttwell. 2nd Edition. 
SODOMA. By the Contessa Lorenzo Priuli-Bon. 
TINTORETTO. By J. B. Stoughton Holborn, M.A. 
VAN DYCK. By Lionel Cust, M.V.O., F.S.A. 
VELASQUEZ. By R. A. M. Stevenson. 3rd EdiUon. 
WATTEAU. By Edgcumbe Staley, B.A. 
WILKIE. By Lord Ronald Sutherland Gower, M.A., F.S.A. 
Wri/e for Illustrated Prospectus. 
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New EditiouB, foap. 8vo. 2*. 6<3. each net. 

THE ALDINE EDITION 

OF THK 

BRITISH POETS. 

'This ezoeUent edition of the Snglisli oliwaiis, Trith their complete texts and 
adholarly introductions, are something very diflerent from the cheap volumes of 
eztmcts which are jnat now so mnch too common.'— St. Jamts't Qatetts, 

•An excellent series. Small, handy. an4 complete.'— Saturday £«vtew. 



Slake. Edited by W.M.BosBetti. 

Bums. Edited by Q. A. Aitken, 
Svola. 

Butler. Edited by B. B. Johneon. 
2 vols. 

Campbell. Edited by His Son- 
inJaw, the Ber. A. W. HiU. With 
Memoir by W. Allingham. 

Otaatterton. Edited by the Bev. 
W. W. Bkeat, M,A. 2 vols. 

Otaaucer. Edited by Dr. B. Morris, 
with Memoir by Sir H. Nicolas. 6 vols. 

Ohiirotalll. Edited by Jas, Hannay. 

2 vols. 
Coleridge. Edited by T. Ashe, 

B.A. 2 vols. 

CoIUns. Edited by W. Moy 

Thomas. 
Cowper. Edited by John Brnoe, 

I'.S.A. 3 vols. 

Dryden. Edited by the Bev. B. 
Hooper, M.A. 5 vols. 

Goldsmith. Beviaed Edition by 
Anslan Dobson. With Portrait, 

Gray. Edited by 3. Bradshaw, 

LLD. 

Herbert. Edited by the Bey. A. B. 

firosart. 
Herrlck. Edited by George 

Baintsbnry. 2 vols, 

Eeats. Edited by the late Lord 

Honehton. 
Klrke White. Edited, with a 

Memoir, by Sir H. Kioolas. 



MUton. Edited by Dr. Bradshaw. 

2 vols. 
FameU. Edited by Ot. A. Aitken. 

Fope. Edited by Q. B, Dennis, 
With Memoir by John Dennis. 3 vols. 

Prior. Edited by B. B. Johnson. 
2 vols. 

Balelgh and Wottoa. With Se- 
lections from the WritinjiB ot other 
COURTLY POETS from Uio to 1650. 
Edited by Ten. Archdeacon Hannah,' 
D.O.L, ■ : J . 

Bogers. Edited by Edward Bell, 

M.A. 
Scott. Edited by John Dennis. 

5 vols. 
Shakespeare's Poems. Edited by 

Bev. A. Dyce. 

SheUey. Edited by H. Buxton 

Forman. 5 vols. 

Spenser. Edited by J. Payne Col- 
lier. 5 vols. 
Surrey. Edited by J. Teowell. 
Swift Edited by the Bev. J. 

Mitford. 3 vols. 

Thomson. Edited by the Bev. D. 

0. Tovey. 2 vols. 
V a Ugh an. Saored Poems and 

Pious Bjacnlations. Edited by the 

Eev. H. Lyte. 

Wordsworth. Edited by Prof. 

Dowden. 7 vols. 
Wyatt. Edited by J. TJeowell. 
Toung. 2 vols. Editad by the 

Bev. J. M-.tfftTd. 



THE ALL- ENGLAND SERIES. 

HANDBOOKS OP ATHLETIC GAMES, 

' The best instmctiOQ on games and sports hy the best anthoritieEj at tli lowest 
prices.' — Oxford, Jtfogiisint, 

Small 8to. cloth, Ulnstrated. Price 1>. eaoK 



Orlcket. By Fbed C. Holi^and. 
Oiloket. By the Eon. and Bev. 

B, LTTTXSTOir. 

CiocLuet. By Lieat.-Col. the Hon. 

H. 0. NXEDHAH, 

Lawn Tennis. By H. W. W. 

WiLBUBVOBCX. With a Cha]^er for 
Iiadies, by Mrs. Ezllyabd. 
ScLuaah Tennis. By SIvsijlob H. 

UiLBS. Doable vol. 2s. 
I Tennis and Rackets and Fives. 
By JiTiujr Masshaix, Major J. Sfxsb, 
and Bev. J. A. Axsks ViiT. 

Golf. By H. S. C. EvuBABn. 

Double vol. 2s. 
Bowing and Sculling. By Gxn 

Bixon. 
Kowlng and Sculling. By W. B. 

WOODaAXE. 

Sailing. By E.F.EitloHT,abI.Tol. 2>. 
Swimming. By Mabtin and J. 

Bapstxb Oobbztt. 
Camping out. iBy A, A. Maodon- 

ILL. Donble vol. 28. 

Canoeing. By Dr. J. D. Hatwabd, 

Donble vol. 2s. 
liountataeerlng. By Dr. CLAnsa 

WlLSOir. Donble vol. 28. 
Athletics. By H. H. Otanrxvs. 
Kldlng. By W. A. Ezbb, Y.O: 

Donble ToL 28, 
Ladles' Biding. ByW.A.EEBB,y.O. 
Bozina. By B. G. Allakson-Winii. 
With Prefatory Note by Bat MnUins. 



Fencing. ByH.A.Coiii(OBBDDHN. 
Cycling. By H. H. 6BiFnM,L.A.C., 

HT.O.U., O.T.O. With a Chapter for 

Iiadies, by Miss AasxB Wood. Donble 

vol. 2s. 
Wrestling. By Waiieb Abm- 

8TB0HO. New Edition. 
Broadsword and Singlestick. 

?y B. Q. ALLAssoir-Wnra and 0. Phil- 

MOTB-WOLLBT. 

Gymnastics. By A. F. Jenxin. 

Donble Tol. 2s. 

Gymnastic Competition and Dis- 
play Ezarolses. CompSed by 

F. Obaf. 

Indian Clubs. By G. T. B. Cob- 

bbtt and A. F. JXHKIB, 
Dumb-bells. By F. Gbai. 
Football — Rugby Game. By 

Habbt Tassall. 
Football — ^Association Game. By 

0. W. Aloooe. Bevised Edition. 
Hockey. By F. S. ObeswbIiL. 

Hew Edition. 

Skating. By- Dobqlab Adabb. 

With a Chapter for Iiadies, by Miss L. 

Chxzthah, and a 'Chapter 09 Speed 

Skating, by a Fen Skatw. Dbl. vol. 2s. 
Baseball. By Nbwton Cbanb. 
Rounders, Fleldball, Bowls, 

Quoits, Curling, SkltUes, &o. 

By J. M. Waucxb and 0. 0. Mon. 
Dancing. By Edwabd' Sooti. 

Donble vol. 2s. 



THE CLUB SERIES OF CARD AND TABLE GAMES. 
' So weU-regolated clnb or country honse should be without this useful series of 
books.'— aioie. g,„^ gvo. doth, Ulnstrated. Price U each. 



Bridge. By ■TsufLAB.' 
Whist. By Dr. Wu. Vovs, F.B. S. 
Solo Whist. B^BobbbiF.Gbbbm. 
Billiards. By Majoi-Gen. A. W. 
. DsATSOn, F.B.A.3. With a Pretaoe 
byW.J.Peall. 
Hints on Billiards. By J. P. 

BirOHAHAN. Double vol. 2s. 
Chess. By Bobebt F. Gbeen. 
The Two-Move Chess Problem. 

By B. S. Laws. 
Chess Openings. By I. Gunsbbbs. 
Draughts and Backgammon. 

By* Bbbkxlbt.' 
Reversl and Go Bang. 

By ' Bbbeelbt.' 



Dominoes and Solitaire. 

By * Bebsblst.* 
B^zlque and Ciibbage. 

By * BXBXXLEY.' 

£cart6 and Euchre. 

By ' Bbbeekbt.' 

Piquet and RublooB Piquet. 

By ' Bbbbelbt.' 
Skat. By Louis Duel. 

*** A Skat Scoring-book. Is. 

Round Games, including Poker, 
Kapoleon, Loo, Vingt-et-un, Ao. By 
Baxixb-Wbat. 

Parlour and Playground Games. 
By Mia. Laucxbox Oonsx, 



BELL'S CATHEDRAL SERIES. 

Profusely Illustrated^ cloth, crown 8vo. is. 64 net each. 

ENGLISH CATHEDRAtS. An Itinerary and Description. Compiled by James G. 
Gilchrist, A.M., M.D. Revised and edited with an Introduction on CathedraF 
Architecture by the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A., F.R.A.S. 

BANGOR. By P. B. Ironside Bax. 

BRISTOL. By H. J. L. J. MassA, M.A. 

CANTERBURY. By Hartley Withers, sth Edition. 

CARLISLE. By C. King Eley. 

CHESTER. By Charles Hiatt. 3rd Edition. 

CHICHESTER. By H. C. Corlette, A.R.I. B.A. 2nd Edition. 

DURHAM. By J. E. Bygate, A.R.C.Ai 3rd Edition. 

ELY. By Rev. W. D. Sweeting, M.A. and Edition. 

EXETER. By Percy Addleshaw, B.A. 2n4 Edition, revised. 

GLOUCESTER. By H. J. L. J. MASSi4, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

HEREFORD. By A. Hugh Fisher, A.R.E. and Edition, revised. 

LICHFIELD. By A. B. Clifton, and Edition. N 

LINCOLN. By A. F. Kendrkk, B.A. 3rd Edition. 

LLANDAFF. By E. C. Morgan Willmott, A.R.I. B.A. 

MANCHESTER. By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

NORWICH. By C. H. B. Qoennell. and Edition. 

OXFORD. By Rev. Percy Dearmer, M.A. and Edition, revised. 

PETERBOROUGH. By Rev. W. D. Sweeting, and Edition, revised. 

RIPON. By Cecil Hallett, B.A. 

ROCHESTER. By G. H. Palmer, B.A. and Edition, revised. 

ST. ALBANS. By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 

ST. ASAPH. By P. B. Ironside Bax. 

ST. DAVID'S. By Philip Robson, A.R.I.B.A. 

ST. PATRICK'S, DUBLIN. By Rev. J.H.Bernard, M.A.,D.D. andEditioB. 

ST. PAUL'S. By Rev. Arthur Dimock, M.A. 3rd Edition, revised. 

ST. SAVIOUR'S, SOUTHWARK. By George Worley. 

SALISBITRY. By Gleeson White. 3rd Edition, revised. 

SOUTHWELL. By Rev. Arthur Dimock, M.A. and Edition, revised. 

WELLS. By Rev. Percy Dearmer, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

WINCHESTER. By P. W. Sergeant. 3rd Edition. 

WORCESTER. By E. F. Strange, and Edition. 

YORK. By A. Clutton-Brock, M.A. 3rd Edition. 

Uniform with aime Series. Now ready, is. 6d. net each. 
ST. MARTIN'S CHURCH, CANTERBURY. By the Rev. Canon Rootledge, 

M.A., F.S.A. 
BEVERLEY MINSTER. By Charles Hiatt. 
WIMBORNE MINSTER and CHRISTCHURCH PRIORY. By the K«v. T. 

Perkins, M.A. 
TEWKESBURY ABBEY AND DEERHURST PRIORY. By H. J. L. J. Mass)S, M.A. 
BATH ABBEY, MALMESBURY ABBEY, and BRADFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH. 

By Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 
(.WESTMINSTER ABBEY. By Charles Hiatt, 
THE TEMPLE CHURCH. By George Wqrley. 
' ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S, SMITHFIELD. By George Worley. 
CTRATFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH. By Harold Baker. 

BELL'5 HANDBOOKS TO CONTINENTAL CHURCHES. 

Profusely Illustrated. Crown 8vo, cloth, zs. 6d. net each, 
AMIENS. By the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 
BAYEUX. By the Rev. R. S. Mylne. 

CHARTRES : The Cathedral and Other Churches. By H. J. L. J. Mass^, M.A. 
MONT ST. MICHEL. By H. J. L. J. Mass^, M.A. 
PARIS (NOTRE-DAME). By Charles Hiatt. 
ROUEN : The Cathedral and Other Churches. By the Rev. T. Perkins, M.A. 



The Best Practical Working Dictionary of the 
English Language. 

WEBSTER'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY. 

2348 PAGES. 5000 ILLUSTRATIONS. 

NEW EDITION, REVISED THROUGHOUT WITH A 

NEW SUPPLEMENT OF 25,000 ADDITIONAL 

WORDS AND PHRASES. 



The Appendices comprise a Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World, 
Vocabularies of Scripture, Greek, Latin, and English Proper Names, 
a Dictionary of the Noted Names of Fiction, a Brief History of the 
English Language, a Dictionary of Foreign Quotations, Words, Phrases, 
Proverbs, &c., a Biographical Dictionary with 10,000 names, &c., &c. 



Dr. MUBRAT, Editor of the ' Oxford English Dictionary! %&ys :— ' In this its 
latest form, and with its larg^ Supplement and numerous appendices, it is a wonderful 
volume, which well maintains its grouad against all rivals on its own lines. Tbe ' defini- 
tions,' or more properly, * explanations of meaning ' in ' Webster ' have always struck ma 
as particularly terse and well-put ; and it is hard to see how anything better could be 
done within the limits.' 

<7rote8Bor JOSEPH WRIGHT, M.A., Fh.D., D.C.I.., I.I..D., Editor of 
the * English Dialed Dictionary! says : — * The new edition of * ' Webster's International 
Pictionary " is undoubtedly the most useful and reliable work of its kind in any country. 
No one who has not examined the work carefully would believe that such a vast amount 
of lexicographical information could possibly be found within so small a compass.' 

Rev. JOSEPH 'WOOD, D.D., Head Master oj Harrow, says : — ' I have always 
thought very highly of its merits. Indeed, I consider it to be far the most accurate 
English Dictionary in existence, and much more reliable than the "Century." For 
daify and hourly reference, * ' Webster * ' seems to rae unrivalled.' 

Prospectuses, with Prices and Specimen Pages, on Application. 



WEBSTER'S COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY, 

The Largest and Latest Abridgment of 'The International.' 
Full particulars on application. 
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